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CHAR   in. 

Conf piracy  for  reft  or  ing  Murray. -Ajfaf- 

Jinatwn  of  David  Rizzio. Falfehoodof 

Buchanan. Confederacy  at  the  Cajile 

of  Cralgmlllar.  •         Examination   of  the 
Queen  s  Conduit* 

Jl/TALUM  mlnatum  et  damnumfecutum^ 
•*•  ****  fay  the  lawyers,  is  a  moft  certain 
prefumption  of  guilt,  which  nothing  but  the 
moft  pofitive  evidence  of  the  contrary  can 
remove.  Of  the  malum  minatum  by  Murray 

VOL.  II.  B  to 


a          INQUIRY  into  the  EVIDENCE 

to  the  Lord  Darnley,  carried  even  fo  far 
into  execution,  it  is  impoffible  to  produce 
a  more  clear  proof  than  by  the  preceding 
testimonies  ;  nor  was  the  adual  murder  of 
that  prince  fo  very  remote  from  this  pe- 
riod, as  in  the  leaft  to  weaken  that  pre- 
fumption.  Murray's  rebellion  and  banifh- 
ment  was  in  Ottober  1565  ;  and  Darnley's 
murder  happened  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1567,  loth  February ;  that  is,  fcarce 
fixteen  months  diftant,  and  within  lefs  than 
eleven  month^  after  Murray  was  recalled 
from  his  banifhment. 

We  have  fhewn  the  traces  and  fteps  of 
this  confederacy  of  Murray,  Morton,  and 
Lethington,  as  early  as  from  the  Queen's 
return  from  France  to  her  kingdom  of 
Scotland :  and  we  have  alfo  feen,  from 
Randolph's  letter,  that  although  Morton 
did  not  openly  join  Murray  in  his  rebel- 
lion, yet  he  was  ftrongly  fufpe£ted  by  the 
Queea  at  that  time.  The  plan  of  thefe 

confunv- 
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confummate  politicians  was  not  fo  fhallow, 
as  openly  to  embark  altogether,  to  rifk  their 
whole  flock  in  one  bottom :  one  adventure 
might  fail,  but  fo  long  as  they  kept  a  re- 
ferve  at  home,  affairs  might  be  retrieved, 
and  their  unwearied  attempts  be  at  laft 
crowned  with  fuccefs.  Hitherto  the  traces 
of  this  confederacy  appear  only  faint ;  we 
fhall  fee  gradually,  as  we  advance,  the  light 
break  in ;  by  the  aid  of  which  we  fhall" 
endeavour,  ftep  by  flep,  to  follow  them  into 
their  dark  retreat. 

In  the  beginning  of  April  1566,  the  par- 
liament was  to  have  met;  to  which  the 
Earl  of  Murray  and  his  accomplices  were 
fummoned  to  appear,  in  order  to  their  at- 
tainder, on  account  of  their  rebellion.  To 
prevent  this  blow,  and  likewife  to  fol- 
low out  the  main  fcheme,  a  new  plot  is 
devifed  by  their  friends,  Morton  and  Le- 
thington. 

B  a  The 
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The  Queen  was,  at  this  time,  above  fi& 
months  advanced  in  her  pregnancy ;   when, 
on  the  evening  of  the  Qth  of  March,  as  fhe. 
fat  at  flipper  in  .her  own  private  apartment, 
in  the-palace  of  Holyrood-houfe,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  King,  and  the  Countefs  of  Ar- 
gyle  ;    her  fecretary  David  Rizzio,  and  two 
or  three  domeftics  in  waiting  ;   the  Earl  of 
Morton,  the  Lords  Lindfay  and  Ruthven, 
at    the   head   of  500   men,    in   complete 
armour,    of   a    fudden    make    themfelves 
matters  of  the  palace,  while  Ruthven,  at  the 
head  of  a  few  ruffians,  with  their  daggers 
drawn,  rufh  into  the  room,  overturn  the 
table  at  which  the  Queen  fat,  and  ftab  to 
the  heart  Rizzio,  who  had  taken  refuge  at 
her    feet ;     then    dragging    the    ihrieking 
wretch  to  the  door,  they  lay  him  dead  with 
numberlefs  wounds  *.     After  this  they  re- 
turn 

*  Buchanan  h  the  only  cotemporary  author  who  has 
ventured  to  commit  to  writing  the  fcandalous  tale  of  an 
amour  between  the  Queen  and  Rizzio  5  which,  when 

examined 
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turn  to  the  Queen,  almoft  dead,  as  may 
be  well  imagined,  with  fear,  threaten  her 
with  inftant  death,  and  upbraid  her  in  the 

mod 

examined  into,  hath  not  the  fhadow  of  truth,  or  even 
probability,  to  fupport  it.  Yet  fuch  is  the  malignity 
of  party-prejudice,  that  with  many  this  flory  paflcs 
current.  Had  there  been  the  leaft  ground  for  fuch  ca- 
lumny, we  are  pretty  certain,  that  the  Queen's  accufers, 
Murray  and  Morton,  would  not  have  omitted  fo  im- 
portant an  article  in  the  black  accufation  which  they 
afterwards  published'  againft  her;  and,  what  feems 
pretty  remarkable,  even  Buchanan,  in  his  libel  called 
the  Deteftioni  nas  not  the  fmalleft  infmuation  of  any 
fuch  amour.  Whence  then  could  this  ftrange  calumny 
take  its  rife  ?  Let  us  examine  this  matter  a  little. 
Upon  the  departure  of  Raulet,  the  Queen's  fecretary 
for  foreign  letters,  this  man  Rizzio,  who  appears  to 
have  been  a  man  of  parts,  was  promoted  to  his  place; 
hoc prtetextU)  fays  Buchanan,  fecretius  &  feorfum  a  vulgo 
agere  cum  Regina  pojjet :  and  upon  this  ground  has 
Buchanan  raifed  his  notable  ftory  of  the  Queen's 
amour. 

The  time  of  Rizzio's  coming  into  favour  with  the 

Queen,  is  by  all  our  hiftorians  agreed,   and  even  by 

Buchanan  himfelf,  to  have  been  while  her  marriage 

with  Lord    Darnley   was    in   agitation :    when    her 

B  3  paflion 
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moft  fhocking  terms  with  mal-adminiftra^ 
tion  by  Rizzio's  counfel,  encouraging  Papifts, 
and  banifhing  Murray  and  the  other  Lords, 

whom, 

paflion  for  that  young  nobleman,  remarkably  hand- 
fome,  and  in  the  bloom  of  youth,  was  very  great.  Yet 
this  very  time,  and  the  period  foon  after  her  marriage, 
has  Buchanan  fixed  upon  for  her  amour  with  Rizzio  : 
And  what  is  curious  in  this  ftory,  this  rival  of  Lord 
Darnley,  this  paramour  of  the  beautiful  Queen  Mary, 
for  whom  monarchs  contended,  is  by  Buchanan  too 
defcribed  as  a  monfter  of  uglinefs  :  Regina,  cum  natura 
vitia  non  foffet  emendare^  divitiis  &  bonoribus  cumulandis 
£orporis  vitia  fortuita  claritatis  obtentu  tegat.  Again, 
Res  inftgnior  videbatur,  quod  nonfaciem  cultus  boneftabaty 
Jed  fades  cultum  dejlruebat. 

Mr.  Hume  inclines  to  think  the  ftory  of  Rizzio  im- 
probable. Rizzio,  he  admits,  was  ugly;  but,  on  Bucha- 
nan's authority,  he  adds,  fhrewdly,  "  he  was  not  paft 
«  his  youth." 

Blackwood,  however,  Buchanan's  cotemporary,  an 
Author  of  better  credit,  who  knew  Rizzio  well,  ex- 
prefsly  fays  he  was  old  ; x  David  Rizzio  bomme  affez  ag^ 
laid)  morne,  &  malplaifant>  p.  74. 

I  {hall  add  the  teftimony  of  another  author,  who 

knew  Rizzio  well,    Monf.  L.  Guyon :    "  Etant  en 

6  EcoiTe,  jai  bien  connu  D,  Rizzio,  duquel  jai  receu 

"  bien 
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whom,  they  tell  her,  fhe  fhould  fee  in  her 
prefence   the   next  day ;    and   they  con- 
clude 

"  bien  de  courteCes  a  la  cour.     II  etoit  aflez  age  ct 

«  laid." Lemons  diverfes  de  Louis   Guyon. 

L.  Elibank's  Letter  to  L.  Hailes,  on  his  Remarks  on 
the  Hiftory  of  Scotland,  p.  51. 

Dr.  Robertfon,  vol.  i.  p.  305.  in  his  account  of 
the  affair  of  Rizzio,  has  fufficiently  proved  the  abfurdity 
and  falfehood  of  Buchanan.     The  Doctor  concludes 
with  this  remark :    "  The  filence  of  Randolph,  the 
a  Englifh  refident,  a  man  abundantly  ready  to  aggra- 
"  vate  Mary's  faults,    and  who  does  not  once  infi- 
**  nuate,  that  her  confidence  in  Rizzio  concealed  any 
<c  thing  criminal,  is  in  itfelf  a  fufficient  vindication  of 
"  her  innocence."     We  {hall  {how  the  juftice  of  the 
Doctor's  obfervation  on  Randolph's  character,  by  a 
paflage  from  one  of  his  own  letters  to  Cecil,  of  the 
3ift  of  July  1565,  which  {hews  to  a  demonstration, 
the  black  difpofition  of  the  Queen's  enemies  to  calum- 
niate her  upon  every  occafion,  without  regard  to  the 
fmalleft   probability.       All   our  hiftorians,   Buchanan 
excepted,  extol  Mary's  character  and  conduct,  from 
her  coming  to  Scotland  until  long  after  the  affair  of 
Rizzio  ;    and  as  to  her  marriage  with  Darnley,  none 
of  them  have  ventured  to  infmuate  any  thing  to  her 
prejudice  :   and  yet  this  man  Randolph,  Queen  Eliza- 
beth's fpy  (under  the  character  of  her  refident)  on  the 
B  4  actions 
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elude  the  triumph  by  a  cruel  ftab,  That 
the  King  himfelf  'was  ajociated  'with  them 
in  thfi  confpiracy  ! 

^ccord- 


of  Mary,  who  fccretly  cherifhed  the  male- 
contents  at  court,  has  dared  to  retail  a  ftill  more  impro- 
bable piece  of  fgandal  againft  the  Queen,  and  which  he 
himfelf  does  not  feem  to  believe.  After  reciting  to  the 
Earl  of  Leicefter  the  ceremony  of  the  Queen's  marriage 
withDarnley,  Randolph  thus  writes  ;  "  The  Queen, 
«e  after  changing  her  garments,  went  not  to  bed  ;  to 
«c  fignify,  that  it  was  not  luft  that  moved  her  to 
«c  marry,  but  the  neceffity  of  her  country,  not  to  leave 
««  it  deftitute  of  an  heir.  Sufpicious  men^  or  fucb  as 
*'  are  given  of  all  things  to  make  the  worft^  would  that 
"  //  Jhould  be  believed,  that  they  knew  each  other  before 
"  they  came  there.  I  would  not  that  jour  Lordihip 
"  mould  fo  believe  it,  the  likelihoods  are  fo  great  to 
*e  the  contrary."  Robertfon,  vol.  ii.  Appendix^  p.  26. 
If  Randolph  did  not  himfelf  believe  this,  how  durft  he 
venture  to  commit  to  writing  fo  falfe  and  fcandalous 
a/  ftory  ?  Impartial  men,  from  this  fpecimen,  may 
judge  with  what  fort  of  perfons  this  unfortunate  princefs 
was  befet,  and  in  what  light  alj  her  a#ions  were  ex- 
pofed  by  a  fet  of  men  then  in  her  very  coart. 

From  the  letters  of  Randolph  to  Cecil,  he  appears 
to  have  been  a  low  man,  cunning,  needy,  and  un- 

principled : 
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Accordingly,  the  next  day,  a  proclama- 
tion is  iffued,  in  the  King's  name  only, 
ordering  the  peers  and  other  members  that 
were  to  have  met  in  parliament,  to  retire 

to 

principled  :  a  fycophant,  and  creature  of  Cecil.  He 
mixed  with  the  Queen's  rebel  fubje&s,  in  all  their 
confutations  and  confpiracies  during  her  reign,  as  we 
fhal)  afterwards  fee. 

It  may  not  be  improper  here  to  give  a  convincing 
proof  of  what  little  credit  is  to  be  given  to  George; 
Buchanan's  hiftory  of  this  princefs.  The  above  flory 
of  her  amour  with  Rizzio,  as  mod  of  his  ftories  do, 
refts  entirely  upon  his  own  fingle  afTertion.  However, 
to  gain  credit  to  thefe,  he  has,  in  forne  few  infrances, 
ventured  to  make  an  appeal  to  writings  in  the 
public  archives.  This  was  certainly  fpecious,  and  in 
thofe  dark  and  bufy  times  muft  have  carried  con- 
viction with  it,  efpecially  to  foreigners,  who  had  no 
accefs  to  canvafs  his  authorities.  Of  this  the  fol- 
lowing is  a  fpecimen. 

In  his  Dete£tiony  p.  3.  folio  edition^  he  tells  us,  That 
the  Earl  of  Bothvyell  was  fent  for  at  midnight,  and 
taken  forcibly  from  his  wife's  arms,  and  brought  to 
the  Queen's  bed  ;  and  as  his  authority  or  proof  for 
fo  bpld  a  ftory,  he  adds^  "  The  manner  and  circumr 

"  fiances 
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to  their  homes:  and  that  very  evening 
Murray,  and  the  other  exiles  in  England, 
knew  fo  well  what  was  done  in  Edinburgh, 
that  they  appeared  there  within  twenty- 
four 

"  ftances  of  this  deed,  not  only  the  moft  part  of  thofe 
<c  that  then  were  with  the  Queen  have  confefTed,  but 
**  alfo  George  Dalgleifh,  Bothwell's  chamberlain,  a 
<c  little  before  he  was  executed,  declared  the  fame: 
"  which  confeflion  yet  remains  on  record."  EtGeor- 
gius  DalglefiuSy  Bothuelii  cubicularius,  paulo  antequam 
pcenas  luity  denarravlt :  qua  ejus  confejfio  in  a6lis  con- 
tinetur. 

Now,  could  any  man  of  candour,  upon  fuch  au» 
thority  as  the  confeflion  of  an  eye-witnefs,  appealed  to 
as  remaining  in  the  public  records,  call  in  queftion  the 
truth  of  the  above  fa&?  Yet  thefe  being  examined, 
particularly  George  Dalgleifh's  confellion,  as  produced 
by  the  Earl  of  Murray,  and  ftill  on  record,  from  be- 
ginning to  end,  there  is  not  one  fingle  word  refpe&- 
ing  the  above  ftory,  nor  afperfing  the  Queen  in  any 
degree. 

We  might  Hkewife  add  the^  fame  of  certain  con- 
feffions  of  Bothwell's  other  fervants,  which  Buchanan 
has  cooked  up,  and  ventured  to  publifh  at  the  end  of 
his  Detection,  which  contain  fome  grofs  reflections 
againft  the  Queen.  Thefe  being  compared  with  the 

authentic 
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four  hours  of  Rizzio's  aflaffination.  We 
have  preferred  to  us,  in  the  Cotton  Library, 
(Calig.  book  9.)  the  articles  agreed  on  be- 
tween Lord  Darniey  on  his  part,  and  the 
Earl  of  Murray  and  the  banifhed  Lords 
on  their  part,  relating  to  this  affair ;  their 
being  recalled  from  exile,  and  their  affift- 
ing  him  in  getting  pofleffion  of  the  crown 
for  life  *.  From  this  we  have  a  proof  of 

*  Vide  the  articles  at  length,  Goodall,  vol.  i.  p.  227* 
._ , -^.jf 

authentic  confeffions  attefled  by  Sir  John  Ballenden, 
Juftice  Clerk,  and  given  in  to  Queen  Elizabeth  by  the 
Earl  of  Murray  himfelf,  are  found  to  be  quite  differ- 
ent, thefe  laft  containing  no  fuch  reflections  as  Bucha- 
nan's. Goodall)  Pref.  p.  15.  and  vol.  i.  p.  325. 

After  this,  we  need  not  wonder  that  Thuanus  f , 
and  other  foreign  writers,  have  been  milled,  taking 
their  informations  from  Buchanan,  who  refts  his  credit 
upon  fuch  grave  authority  as  a  folemn  appeal  to  writ- 
ings aflerted  by  him  to  be  on  record,  which  in  fadl 
never  exifted,  and  produces,  as  teftimonies,  writings, 
which,  from  the  originals  remaining  at  this  day  in  the 
public  archives,  are  detected  as  fpurious  and  falfe. 

f  No  wonder  foreigners  have  been  impofed  on.  The 
accurate  and  induitrious  Carte  has  been  mifled  by  Bucha- 
nan's fpurious  confeffions,  taking  them  for  genuine. 

5  Murray 
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Murray  and  Morton  joining  hand  in  hand 
in  this  confpiracy.  Let  us  now  fee  if  we 
can  trace  their  friend  Lethington's  fteps  in 
it.  Calderwood,  a  contemporary  author, 
thus  writes  :  "  Secretary  Lethington  re- 
"  tained  the  Earl  of  Athol  with  himfelf, 
<c  -within  his  lodging  :  for  Lethington  was 
"  privy  to  the  plot,  and  fupped  that  night 
"  with  the  Earl ;  partly  on  purpofe  to 
"  with-hold  him  from  offering,  or  to  fave 
|C  him  from  fuffering  any  violence  ;  and 
w  that  he  himfelf  might  riot  be  fufpected 
"  by  the  Queen,  having  the  Earl  of  Athol 
"  for  a  witnefs  of  his  behaviour  *," 

This  is  fufficient  to  fhew,  that  the  tri- 
umvirate were  all  joined  in  concert  in  this 
confpiracy,  and  adted  ftill  on  their  old 
plan,  of  not  appearing  all  of  them  openly, 
fo  as,  in  cafe  of  a  failure  of  their  plot, 
one  or  other  of  them,  by  keeping  out  of 
the  affair,  might  be  able,  by  his  intrigue, 

*  Calderwood's  MS.  Goodal],  vol.  i.  p.  269. 
I  and 
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and  maintaining  his  influence  at  court?  to 
reftore  his  brethren  in  difgrace. 

A  very  little  reflection  is  fuflicient  to  make 
one  fee,  with  amazement,  the  depth  and 
prodigious  extent  of  this  well-concerted 
plot,  which  had  the  greateft  probability  of 
terminating  in  the  death  and  definition 
of  the  Queen,  her  offspring,  and  of  her 
hufband  himfelf,  whofe  weaknefs  and 
brutality  could  lead  him  to  join  with  the 
Queen's  and  his  own  worfl  enemies  in  fo 
horrid  a  confpiracy. 

The  death  of  Rizzio  was  furely  the  leaft 
view  of  the  confpirators.  Had  that  been 
their  fole  aim,  a  hundred  ways  occurred  to 
have  difpatched  him  quietly  out  of  -fight : 
but  that  could  have  had  no  confequence  *. 

*  John  Knox's  reflexion  concerning  Rizzio,  and 

his  afTafli nation,  is  curious, u  Of  his  (Rizzio's)  be- 

"  ginning  and  progrefs,"  fays  he,  "  we  delay  now 
<c  further  to  fpeak  ;  becaufe  his  end  will  require  the 
<c  defcription  of  the  whole,  and  refers  it  unto  fuch  as 
"  Godjball  raife  up  to  do  the  fame" 

In 
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In  the  plan  they  purfued,  how  big  a  fcene 
for  expectation  appeared !  A  band  of  armed 
ruffians,  with  their  daggers  brandifhed,  to 
rufti  of  a  fudden  into  the  prefence  of  a  wo- 
man fix  months  gone  with  child,  to  over- 
turn the  table  at  which  flie  fat,  and  to  ftab 
a  man  hanging  by  her  knees !  From  this 
fcene  of  brutal  outrage,  of  blood,  and  hor- 
ror, was  it  natural  to  expeft  lefs  than  the 
Queen's  abortion  ?  Might  they  not  expert 
her  death?  And,  in  any  event,  was  not 
this  an  infallible  means  of  bringing  on 
an  immediate  rupture  between  the  Queen 
and  her  hufband*?  In  this  laft  view  the 
fcheme  fucceeded :  it  was  impoffible  for  the 
Queen,-  or  indeed  any  woman,  not  to  fhew 
refentment  againft  a  hufband,  who  could 
join  in  fo  horrid,  fo  unnatural  a  confpiracy, 
againft  her  life,  and  that  of  his  own  off- 
fpring.  This  refentment  fubfided  into  deep 

*  The  two  Hiftorians  fo  often  quoted  fee  none  of 
thefe  confequences ;  which  is  furprifing,  as  want  of 
refle&ion  cannot  be  imputed  to  them. 

melan- 
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melancholy.  "  She  was  fad  and  penfive," 
fays  Sir  James  Melville,  "  for  the  late  foul 
"  aft  committed  in  her  prefence,  being 
<c  thereby  in  hazard  of  lofing  the  fruit  of 
"  her  womb.  So  many  fighs  fhe  would 
w  give,  that  it  was  pity  to  hear  her,  and 
"  there  were  few  to  comfort  her."  From 
this  time  the  Queen's  affedion,  which, 
before  this,  was  unbounded  towards  her 
hufband,  feems  to  have  cooled ;  and  as  he, 
on  his  part,  took  no  manner  of  concern  to 
be  reconciled  to  her,  his  {hocking  beha- 
viour, and  diffolute  life,  widened  the 
breach.  He  took  a  refolution  to  leave  the 
kingdom  to  go  into  foreign  parts ;  which 
the  Queen,  ftill  from  tendernefs,  and  to  pre- 
vent his  expofmg  himfelf,  with  much  per- 
fuafion,  got  him  difluaded  from. 

Although  the  aflaflination  of  Rizzio,  in 
which  Morton  appeared  openly  to  be  the 
ringleader,  had  fo  far  fucceeded  as  to  bring 
home  his  friend  the  Earl  of  Murray  from 

banifh- 
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banifhment ;  whom  the  Queen,  his  fifter^ 
in  her  diftrefsful  circumftances,  was  fo 
gracious  as  to  pardon  for  his  treafon  and 
former  offences  \  yet  Morton,  in  his  turn, 
was  banilhed  the  kingdom.  As  he  had 
now,  however,  two  fuch  good  friends  at 
court  as  Murray  and  Lethingtcn,  he  was 
in  hopes  of  being  foon  recalled  by  their 

'S 

affiftance,  or  by  a  new  plot  from  them  in 
their  turn.  In  a  letter  from  Morton  and 
Ruthven,  then  in  exile  at  Berwick,  dated 
the  2d  of  April  1566,  to  Sir  Nicholas 
Throgmorton,  they  thus  unjpld  their  ex- 
pectations. 


cc 
u 


Since  we  are  in  trouble  for  the  relief  of 
our  brethren^  and  the  religion  *,  we  doubt 
>c  not  to  find  your  favour,  as  our  brethren 
"  have  done  before^  who  were  of  late  banifh- 
"  ed\    defiring  you  moft  heartily,   that  by 

*  Religion,  we  know,  was  always  the  pretext  for 
Murray  and  Morton's  adions;  but  what  fort  of  reli- 
gion it  was  which  prompted  thefe  pious  men  to  mur- 
ders and  aflaffinations,  mankind  may  judge. 

"  yourfelf 


agaittjl  MARY  $>uecn  ^ScoTS,         17 

yourfelf,  and  fuch  others  as  you  may 
procure,  we  may  find  favour  at  the 
"  Queen's  Majefty  your  miftrefs's  hands, 
for  remaining  within  hir  Highnefs's 
realm,  until  fuch  time  as  we  may  be  re~ 
lieved  by  the  help  of  our  brethren,  which 
"  we  hope  in  God  Jhall  be  Jhortly  *."  The 
next  ftep,  therefore,  of  the  Earl  of  Murray 
and  Secretary  Lethingtori  (who  had  care- 
fully, as  we  have  feen,  kept  himfelf  hid 
from  view  in  this  laft  plot),  was  to  labour 
to  have  their  aflbciate  Morton  reftored  again 
to  favour.  For  this  purpofe  the  propofal 
made  by  Murray  and  Lethington,  firft  to 
the  Earls  of  Huntly  and  Argyle,  and  after 
that  to  the  Queen  herfelf,  falls  here  to  be 
confidered. 

In  the  famous  protejlation  or  declaration 
of  the  Earls  of  Huntly  and  Argyle^  thefe 
two  Noblemen  declare,  that  in  the  month 
of  December  (the  fame  year)  1566,  while 

*  Goodall,  vol.  i.  p,  264. 

VOL.  II.  C  the 
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the  Queen  was  refiding  at  the  caftle  of 
Craigmillar,  the  Earl  of  Murray  and  Se- 
cretary Lethington  came  into  their  apart- 
ment in  the  morning,  "  and  lamenting  the 
"  banimment  of  the  Erie  ofMortoun^  Lordis 
"  Lyndfay  and  Rowen,  with  the  reft  of 
"  thair  fadion,  faid,  that  the  occafioun 
"  of  the  mtirthotir  of  David ,  flane  be  thame 
"  in  prefence  of  the  Quene's  Majeftie,  was 
"  for  to  troubill  and  impefche  the  parlia- 
"  ment,  quhairin  the  Erie  of  Murray  and 
"  utlieris  fould  have  bene  foirfaltit,  and 
"  declarit  rebellis.  And  feeing*  that  the 
"  famin  was  chieflie  for  the  weilfare  of  the 
"  Erie  of  Murray,  it  fold  be  eftemit  ingra- 
"  titiide,  gif  he  and  his  friendis,  in  reci- 
"  proque  manner,  did  not  interpryfe  all 
"  that  wer  in  thair  puiffance  for  relief  of 
"  the  faidis  banifliit :  quhairfoir  thay  thocht, 
:c  that  we,  of  our  part,  fould  have  bene  as 
"  defyrous  thairto  as  thay  wer." 

;<  And  we  agreeing  to  the  fame,  to  do  all 
*  that  was  in  us  for  thair  relief,  provyding 

"  that 
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"  that  the  Quene's  Majeflie  fould  not  be 
<c  ofFendit  thairat :  On  this  Lethington  pro- 
"  ponit,  and  faid,  "  That  the  neareft  and 
"  beft  way  till  obtene  the  faid  Erie  of  Mor- 
"  toun's  pardoun,  was,  to  promife  to  the 
"  Queues  Majeflie^ tojftnd ane  moyen  to  make 
<c  divorcement  betwixt  hir  Grace  and  the  King 
cc  hir  bu/band,  quha  had  offendit  hir  Hlenes 
"fa  hielie  in  mony  way  is" 


cc 

CC 


Quhairunto  we  anfwering,  That  we 
knew  not  how  that  might  be  done  ;  Le- 
"  thington  fa.\dy  the  Erie  of  Murray  being  ever 
"  prefent^  "  My  Lord,  cair  zou  not  thairof. 
"  We  fall  find  the  meane  weill  eneugh  to 
"  mak  hir  quite  of  him,  fvva  that  ze  and  my 
"  Lord  of  Huntlie  will  onlie  behald  the 
"  matter,  and  not  be  offended  thairat.  And 
"  thairori  we  four,  the  Erles  of  Huntly, 
"  Argyle,  Murray,  and  Secretary  Lething- 
"  ton,  pafled  all  to  the  Erie  of  Bothwell's 
"  chamber,  to  underftand  his  advife  on  thir 
C  2  "  things 
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"  things  proponit,  wharein  he  ganefaid  not, 
"  mair  than  we," 

"  Swa  thairefter  we  paft  altogidder  to- 
"  wardis  the  Quene's  Grace ;  quhair  Le- 
"  thington,  after  recounting  the  King's 
"  intollerabill  offences,  and  his  continew- 
"  ing  everie  day  from  evil  to  worfe,"— 
made  the  propofal  to  the  Queen,  as  men- 
tioned above,  of  making  divorcement  be- 
tween the  Queen  and  him.  To  this  the 
Queen  was  averfe,  by  reafon  it  might  per- 
haps prejudice  her  fon,  and  faid,  "  That 
"  perad venture  he  (Darnley)  ivald  change 
"  opinion,  and  that  it  wer  better  that  fcho 
"  hirfelf  for  ane  tyme  pafTit  in  France, 
"  abyding  ////  he  acknawledgit  himfelf" 
Then  Lethington  taking  the  fpeache  faid, 
u  Madame,  fanzie  ze  not  we  ar  heir  of 
"  the  principal  of  zour  Grace's  Nobilitie 
"  and  Counfal,  that  fall  find  the  moyen, 
"  that  zour  Majeftie  fall  be  quyte  of  him 
;<  without  prejudice  of  zour  fone.  And 

u  albeit 
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**  albeit  that  my  Lord  of  Murray  heir  pre- 
fent  be  lytill  les  fcrupulous  for  ane  Pro- 
teftant  nor  zour  Grace  is  for  ane  Papift, 
I  am  affurit  he  will  luik  throw  his  Jingeris 
thairto^  and  will  b  eh  aid  our  doings  ^  faying 
natKng  to  thefamen  *."     The  Quene  an- 
"  fwerit,  "  I  will  that  ze  do  nathing  quhair- 
"  thro  ony  fpot  may  be  layit  to  my  ho- 
"  nor  or  confcience,   and  thairfoir  I  pray 
"  zou  rather  lat  the  matter  be  in  the  eftait 
"  as  it  is,  abyding  till  God  of  his  guidnes 
"  put  remeid  thairto ;    that  ze  beleifing  to 
"  do  me  fervice,  may  poflibill  turn  to  my 
"hurt    and    difpleafour."      "  Madame," 
(faid  Lethington,)   "  let  us  guide  the  mat- 
"  ter  amangis  us,  and  zour  Grace  lajl  fee 
"  nathing  bot  guid,    and  approvit  be  Par- 
*c  liament." 

*  Here  Lethington  lays  down  the  part  which  his 
friend  Murray  had  agreed  to  play  in  the  tragedy  that 
was  to  follow  5  he  was  to  be  placed  behind  the  curtain, 
looking  through  his  fingers,  beholding  the  cataftrophe, 
and  faying  nothing.  With  what  addrefs  Murray  per- 
formed this  part,  we  (hall  foon  obferve. 

C  3  The 
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The  inference  made  by  Huntly  and 
Argyle,  from  this  procedure  of  Murray, 
Bothwell,  and  Lethington,  is  in  thefe 
words :  "  Swa  efter  the  premifles,  the 
"  murthour  of  the  faid  Henry  Stewart  fol- 
"  lowing,  we  judge  in  our  confciences,  and 
"  haldis  for  certane  and  trueth,  that  the 
"  faidis  Eric  of  Murray  and  Secretaire 
"  Lethington  <wer  aucloris,  inventaris^  de- 
vyferis,  counfallourls,  and  cauferis  of  the 
faid  murthour^  in  quhat  manner  or  be 
whatfumever  perfounis  the  famin  was 


"  executed." 

"  And  where  the  faidis  Erie  of  Murray, 
"  and  Lethingtoun,  or  ony  of  thame,  will 
"  deny  and  ganefay  to  the  foirfaid,  we  ar 
"  deliberat  to  defend  the  famin  he  law  of 
"  armis,  as  our  awin  proper  honor,  in 
:c  quhatfumever  place  thay  will  cheife  in 
"  Scotland,  afoir  the  eftaitis  thairof ;  out 
"  of  the  quhilk  realme  we  cannot  pafs,  be 
"  reflbun  of  the  troubillis  ar  thairintill 

"And 
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4<  And  gif  the  Quene's  Majeftie  of  Eng- 
"  land  pleifis  to  fend  ony  in  her  name,  to 
u  heir  and  fee  the  premiffis  defendit,  the 
"  famin  fall  be  put  to  execution  in  thair 
"  prefence." 

The  Earl  of  Murray's  anfwer  to  the 
above,  is  as  follows :  "  Becaufe  the  cuftume 
"  of  my  adverfaris  is,  and  has  bene,  rather 
"  to  calumpniat  and  backbite  me  in  my  ab- 
"  fence,  than  befok  my  face ;  and  that  it 
"  may  happen  thame,  quhen  I  am  departit 
"  furth  of  this  realme  (England),  fclander- 
<c  ouilie  and  untrewlie  to  report  untreuthis 
"  of  me,  and  namelie  towardis  fnm  fpechis 
<c  haldin  in  my  hear  in  gat  Craigmillar^  in  the 
"  month  of  November  1566, 1  have  alreddie 
"  declarit  to  the  ^uenes  (Elizabeth)  Majejiie 
;c  the  effect  of  the  haill  purpofis,  fpokin  in 
"  my  audience  at  the  famin  tyme,  fincerelie 
"  and  trewlic,  as  I  will  anfwer  to  almychtie 
a  God)  unconceilling  ony  part  to.  my  re- 
^  niembrance,  as  hir  Heines  I  traift  will 
04  "  report, 
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"  report  *.  And  farther,  in  cais  ony  man 
"  will  fay  and  affirm,  that  ever  I  wras  pre- 
"  fent,  quhen  ony  purpofis  wer  haldin  at 
"  Craigmillar  in  my  audience,  tending  to 
ony  imlauchful  or  diflionorabill  end,  or 
that  ever  I  fubfcrivit  ony  band  there ,  or 
that  ony  purpois  was  haldin  anent  the 
"  fubfcriving  of  cny  band  be  me,  to  my 
"  knawledge,  I  avow  they  fpeik  wickitlie 
"  and  untrewlie,  quhilk  I  will  mantene 
aganis  thame,  as  becumis  ane  honeft 
man,  to  the  end  of  my  lyfe  j~." 


CC 

luaii,    tu  lilt  ciiu  UJL  my   A^IC    j  . 

What 


f  Was  this  a  fufficient  anfwer  to  Huntly  and  Ar- 
gyle  ?  Becaufe  .he  had  told  a  tale  to  his  good  friend 
Elizabeth. 

f  If  this  gentleman  is  to  be  acquitted  by  his  own 
oath,  we  find  him  extremely  ready  upon  every  occafion 
to  give  this  fort  of  proof;  and  his  fandlified  air  and 
deportment  ferved  him  to  very  good  purpofe  on  thefe 
occafions.  Hence  he  derived  the  name  of  the  Gude 
Regent  •>  a  title  which  bore  a  very  different  fignification 
in  thofe  days  in  Scotland,  to  what  the  epithet  of  good 
or  worthy  at  this  day  exprefles ;  Robertfon^  vol.  /.  loft 
page.  The  Gude  Regent,  in  the  cant  phrafe  of  the  re- 

ligionifts 
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What  explanation  the  Earl  of  Murray 
was  pleafed  to  give  to  Queen  Elizabeth, 
his  friend  and  confident,  of  the  above  con- 
ferences, 

ligionifts  of  thofe  days,  meant  the  Godlie  Regent;  and 
as  Murray's  prctenfion  to  godlinefs  was  always  in  his 
mouth,  it  was  with  good  reafon  that  he  got  from  the 
people,  and  their  leaders  among  the  clergy,  that  name. 
That  the  air  of  fan<Siity  affected  by  this  ftatefman  was 
chara&eriftic,  the  following  letters  under  his  hand 
plainly  fhew.  After  the  battle  of  Langfide,  when 
Mary  was  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  England,  and  re- 
mained at  Bolton,  whether  it  was  with  a  political  view, 
to  ingratiate  herfelf  with  Queen  Elizabeth,  or  from  a 
real  defire  to  be  better  informed,  it  appears,  that  (he 
had  (hown  herfelf  favourably  inclined  to  the  Reformed 
religion,  and  had  heard  fome  of  their  preach'ers.  The 
Lord  Scroop,  in  a  letter  to  Murray,  then  Regent,  ac- 
quaints him  of  this,  and  of  a  propofal  for  reftoring  her 
to  the  government,  under  certain  conditions.  To  this 
Murray  writes  an  anfwer,  yth  Auguft  1568,  "  Glaid 
"  I  am'*  (fays  he)  "  to  hear  by  your  letter,  the  Queen, 
"  mother  to  the  King  my  fovereign,  is  becum  fo  religi- 
"  ous ;  and  mair  glaid  wald  I  be,gif  I  could  be  perfwaded  of 
"  her  unfeigned  lyking  to  the  true  preaching  of  the  Gofpel* 
<*  thinking  it  fuld  move  her  to  humiliation  and  repentance* 
"  without  which  ground,  her  reforting  to  the  fervice 

"  of 
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ferences,  held  by  him  in  the  caftle  of  Craig-« 
millar,  we  are  yet  to  learn.  There  is  no 
doubt,  that  he  thought  himfelf  very  fafe  in 

the 

C{  of  the  kirk  of  England  ferves  her  turn  prefently,  to 
*c  move  godlie  men  to  conceive  a  gude  opinion  of  her 
«  conformity  and  towardnefs.  But  I  fear  ^  being  reftored 
"  to  her  government  again,  as  your  Lordfhip  writes,  it 
ct  fuld  be  of  the  moft  difficile  conditions^  to  become  gude  5 
u  for  that  {he  fuld  abandon  the  mafs,  and  he  that  fwa 
*6  tuke  an  hand  in  her  name,  might,  peradventure, 
*c  ere  long  time  part,  be  reproached.  Here  on  we  need 
<c  write  na  farther  ;  for  upon  the  fhort  experience  your 
•c  Lordfhip  has  had  of  her,  I  doubt  not  but  ye  confi- 
*'  der  well  enough,  both  her  zeal  to  the  true  religion, 
<e  and  her  inclination  otherways,  whilk  7  wijh  to  God 
"  bad  been  as  well  employed  as  God  endued  her  with  many 
*'  good  qualities.  All  will  be  as  his  godlie.  Providence 
"  appoints" 

Could  John  Knox  himfelf,  or  any  other  ghoftly  fa- 
ther of  the  times,  have  put  on  a  more  fanclified  ap- 
pearance, or  uttered  more  godly  words,  than  this  pious 
politician  does  ?  His  zeal,  we  fee,  for  the  true  religion 
was  great,  and  his  care  for  the  Queen's  foul,  no  doubt, 
made  him  afraid,  that  being  reftored  to  her  govern- 
ment (of  which  he  himfelf  was  then  in  pofTeffion)  would 
make  it  of  the  moft  difficult  condition  for  her  to  become 

'  godly*. 
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the  hands  of  that  Princefs,  to  whom,  he 
tells  us  upon  oath,  that  he  had  unbofomed 
himfelf ;  and  therefore,  it  would  appear, 

he 

godly.  The  mortification  of  a  prifon  he  took  to  be 
the  more  fure  way  to  move  her  to  humiliation  and  re- 
pentance ! 

We  {hall  give  another  fketch  of  this  gentleman's 
picture,  of  his  own  drawing,  which  is  furely  genuine, 
and  more  to  be  regarded  than  the  artificial  colouring  of 
a  foreign  hand.  The  Queen,  at  this  very  time,  had 
written  to  the  Earl  of  Murray,  putting  him  in  mind  of 
the  favours  fhe  had  beftowed  on  him,  and  a&s  of  grace 
for  his  treafon  and  rebellion  againft  her,  and  upbraid- 
ing him  for  feizing  the  government,  forcing  her  out  of 
the  kingdom,  and  even  feekirig  her  life.  To  this 
Murray  anfvvers,  "Madam,  I  think  yourfelf  doubts 
"  not,  and  the  hail  world  may  judge,  that  gif  my  in- 
<s  tendon  had  been  to  fhorten  your  days,  I  have  had 
<c  greater  moyen  to  do  it  than  ever  the  will  entered  into 
"  my  heart.  I  need  not  to  infift  upon  my  purgation  of 
"  that  point;  only  this  I  will  fay,  I  (hall  never  alk 
"  God  mercy  for  any  thought  that  ever  entered  in  my 
<c  mind  towards  the  life  of  any  mortal  man,  far  lefs 
<c  your  Grace,  whom  /  take  God  to  witnefs  I  have  loved 
"  as  dearly  as  ever  I  did  or  Jhall  any  living  creature." 
Murray's  defign,  by  thefe  folemn  afleverations,  was  not 

fo 


28        INQUIRY  into  the  EVIDENCE 

he  thought  nobody  elfe  had  a  title  to  hear 
his  tale.  Thus  far  we  fee  from  this  ex- 
traordinary anfwer  of  Murray,  that  he  does 
not  deny  the  conferences,  and  propofal 
alleged  to  have  been  made  by  him  and  Le- 
thmgton.  It  therefore  muft  appear  fuffi- 
ciently  convincing,  to  any  unprejudiced 
perfon,  that  what  thefe  Noblemen  have 

fo  much  on  account  of  the  Queen,  as  to  juftify  him- 
felf  to  Lord  Scroop,  then  with  the  Queen  at  Bol- 
ton,  and  to  whom  Murray,  in  the  former -letter  ad- 
clrefled  to  his  Lordmip,  fends  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  the 
Queen.  Both  letters  are  curious,  and  may  be  feen  at 
full  length  in  the  fourth  volume  of  Anderfon's  Collec- 
tion, p.  115.  117.^ 

What  credit  ought  to  be  given  to  thefe  oaths  of 
Murray,  is  fubmitted  to  the  Public.  At  the  fame  time 
it  muft  ftrike  every  breaft  with  horror,  to  hear  fuch 
folemn  proteftations  and  appeals  made  to  the  truth  of 
facts,  which,  at  bell,  muft  appear  equivocal  to  every 
perfon  who  confiders  the  foregoing  proofs  of  this  man's 
repeated  confpiracies,  treafons,  and  rebellions,  his 
brutal  behaviour  to  the  Queen,  his  depriving  her  of 
Jier  government,  and,  in  a  few  months  after  writing 
the  above  letters,  publicly  accufing  her  to  the  world  of 
Adultery  and  murder, 

afiirmed 
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affirmed  is  true.  We  therefore  fhall  leave 
the  Reader  to  judge  for  himfelf,  of  the  pro- 
priety of  the  inference  thefe  Noblemen  draw 
from  thence,  of  Murray  and  Lethington's 
guilt,  and  acceffion  to  the  murder  of  the 
Lord  Darnley,  which  was  committed  within 
a  few  weeks  of  their  propofal  to  make  the 
Queen  quyte  of  him. 

Of  this  proteftation,  as  it  is  called,  of 
Huntly  and  Argyle,  we  have  a  copy  pre- 
ferved  in  the  Cotton  Library,  with  the  ori- 
ginal of  Murray's  anfwer,  figned  by  him- 
felf,  James  Regent,  pafted  on  the  back  of 
the  proteftation. 

Dr.  Robertfon  endeavours  to  fhow,  that 
there  never  was  any  original  of  the  pro- 
teftation figned  by  Huntly  and  Argyle ; 
what  is  extant  being,  as  he  is  pleafed  to 
allege,  only  an  intercepted  copy,  contained 
in  a  letter  fent  by  the  Queen  to  thofe  two 
Noblemen  for  them  to  fign.  What  is  ex- 
tant 
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tant  is  acknowledged  to  be  no  more  than  a 
copy  unfubfcribed ;     but   that  can  be  no 
proof  that  there  never  did  exift  an  original. 
Queen  Mary  had  very  good  reafon  not  to 
truft  the  original  of  fo  important  a  writing 
with  Secretary  Cecil,  after  the  manifeft  par- 
tiality {hewn   againft  her.     But  although 
the  original  of  this  paper  does  not  at  this 
day  appear,  yet  we  have  an  authentic  evi- 
dence to  the  truth  of  the  fads  contained 
in  it,  not  only  figned  by  Huntly  and  Ar- 
gyle,  but  likewife  attefted  by  thirteen  other 
Peers  of  the  higheft  rank  in  Scotland,  dated 
1 2th  September  1568  *.     After  rehearfing 
the  murder  of  Rizzio,  and  the  banifhment 
of  Morton   and   his  aflbciates   upon  that 
account,  it  proceeds  in  thefe  words :  "  And 
"  hearing  of  the  young  behaviour  through 
"  fulage  counfal  of  hir  (the  Queen's)  huf- 
"  band,  thay  caufit  mak  offers  to  our  faid 
"  Sovereign  Lady,  gif  hir  Grace  wald  gif 


*  Cotton  Lib/Calig.  book  i.   fol.  282.   Goodall, 
vol.  ii.  p.  359,     See  p.  287,  288,  of  this  Inquiry. 

8  "  rcmiffiouQ 
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"  remiffioun  to  them  that  were  banifhed  at 
"  that  time,  to  find  caufes  of  divorfe,  or 
"  then  to  get  him  convift  oftreafon^  or  what 
"  other  way  to  difpatcb  him;  which  altoge- 
"  ther  hir  Grace  refufed,  as  is  manifeftly 
"  known." 

It  is  needlefs  to  ufe  further  arguments, 
while  we  have  the  beft  of  authorities  to  fup- 
port  this  writing  of  Huntly  and  Argyle,  no 
lefs  than  that  of  Secretary  Cecil  himfelt 
\Ve  have  already  faid,  that  on  the  back  of 
the  copy  of  the  proteftatiori  in  the  Cotton 
Library,  is  pafted  the  original  anfwer  to  it, 
figned  by  the  Earl  of  Murray  ;  and  at  the 
foot  of  this  is  written,  by  Secretary  Cecil's 
own  hand,  this  notandum  :  "  i  Qth  January 
"  1568.  An  Anfwer  of  the  Earl  of  Mur- 
"  ray  to  a  Writing  of  the  Earl  of  Huntly 

"  and  Argyle  *." 

And 

*  Cotton  Lib.    Calig.  book  i.  fol.  282. 
Mr.  Stranguage,  in  his  Life  of  Queen  Mary,  thus 
Writes:  "  What  the  Earls  of  Huntly  and  Argyle  did 

«  proteft 
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And  after  all,  Dr.  Robertfon  feems  fairly 
to  give  up  the  arguments  ufed  in  the  Dif- 
fertation  againft  the  reality  of  this  writing 
of  the  Earls  of  Huntly  and  Argyle,  by 
adopting  the  fads  and  fubftance  of  it  in  his 
Hiftory,  and  exprefsly  referring  to  it  for  his 
authority  *. 

Before  we  leave  Murray  and  Lethington, 
and  their  confultations  at  the  caftle  of  Craig- 
millar,  we  mean  to  fhew  the  refult  of  thefe 

confultations. We  have  feen  their  pro- 

pofal,  of  getting  quit  of  Lord  Darriley, 
rejected  by  the  Queen ;  that  was  not  fuf- 
ficient,  however,  to  deter  fuch  bold  deter- 
mined fpirits,  as  Murray,  Lethington,  and 
their  new  aflbciate  Bothwell,  from  perfever- 
ing  in  their  plan. 

It  was  the  cuftom  of  that  barbarous  age, 
both  in  Scotland  and  in  the  neighbouring 

"  proteft  in  this  matter,  I  think  good  to  fet  down  out 
"  of  the  original  with  their  own  hands,  fent  to  Queen 
"  Elizabeth,  which  I  have  fecn"  Folio,  p.  35, 

*  Robertfon's  Hiftory,  vol.  i.  p.  386.  o£lavo 
edition. 

I  kingdom, 
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kingdom,  when  any  great  enterprife  was 
undertaken,  or  confpiracy  entered  into, 
for  the  confederates  to  join  in  a  bond  or 
writing,  for  the  accomplifhment  of  their 
fcheme,  and  obliging  themfelves  to  fupport 
and  defend  each  other  in  the  confequence 
of  it. 

This  was  the  cafe  in  the  confpiracy  for 
the  murder  of  Rizzio ;  and  that  it  was  fo 
in  the  prefent  plot,  for  taking  off  the 
Lord  Darnley,  we  have  moft  clear  evi- 
dence. 

The  firft  mention  of  this  is  by  Murray 
himfelf,  in  his  above  anfwer  to  the  pro- 
teftation  of  the  Earls  of  Huntly  and  Ar- 
gyle.  Although  he  artfully  evades  the 
queftion,  yet  it  is  plain  that  he  knew  of 
this  bond  of  aflbciation.  He  does  not  deny 
that  he  was  prefent,  and  joined  in  the  mea- 
fure  there  concerted  ;  but,  fays  he,  "  gif 
"  any  man  will  fay  that  I  fubfcrivit  any 

VOL.  II.  D  "  band 
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"  band  there, 1  avow  they  fpeik  wick- 

"  etlie  and   untreuelie." As  from  Le- 

thington's  fpeech  we  fee  that  Murray  was 
to  be  a  by-ftander  only,  and  not  to  act  open- 
ly, it  is  probable  that  he  avoided  figning  the 
bond.  His  chief  care  was  always  to  cover 
himfelf  from  view  *. 

The  next  mention  we  find  made  of  this 
bond,  is  at  the  conferences  at  Weftminfter. 
There,  Lord  Herries,  one  of  Queen  Mary's 
commiffioners,  a  nobleman  who,  for  ho- 
nour, probity,  and  a  fteady  adherence  to 
his  Sovereign  in  all  her  diftrefles,  fhines 
one  of  the  firft  characters  of  that  age,  de- 
claresj  "  That  when  the  caufe  fuld  be  far- 
"  ther  try  it,  it  ivald  be  pruved,  that  fum 
"  of  tham  which  be  now  the  (Queen's)  ac- 

*  This  infamous  bond  was  framed,  and  afterwards 
proved  to  be  of  the  hand-writing  of  Sir  James  Balfour, 
clerk  regifter,  one  of  the  moft  corrupt  men  of  that  age, 
\vho  at  this  time  had  attached  himfelf  to  Both  well.  Or- 
mifton's  confeflion. Arnot's  Criminal  Trials,  1785,, 

u  cufers, 
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"  cufers,  were  privy  to  the  making  of  bands 
"  and  writings  for  the  conf piracy  of  the 
"  death  of  the  Lord  Darnley^  the  Queen  s 
"fpoufe  *  " 

The  bond  is  ftill  more  particularly  men* 
tioned  in  the  memorial  of  the  Queen's 
commiflioners,  prefented  by  them  to  the 
Englifh  commiffioners  at  Weftminfter,  in 
which  there  is  the  following  pointed  ac- 
cufation  againfl  Murray  and  his  confede- 
rates :  "  That  thay  who  now  pretend  to 
"  excufe  thair  own  treafouns,"  (by  calumni- 
ating their  Sovereign)  "  were  the  firft 
"  inventaris,  writers  with  their  own  handis 
"  of  that  devilliflj  band^  the  confpiracy  of 
"  the  flaughter  of  that  innocent  young 
"  gentilman  Henry  Stewart,  lait  fpoufe  till 
"  our  Sovereigne,  and  prefentit  to  their 
"  wickit  confederate  James  Earle  Both- 

i»;:;. 

"  well,  as  was  maid  manifeft  befoir  ten 
"  thoufand  pepill  at  the  execution  of 

*  Paper-office.— Goodall,  vol.  ii.  p,  212. 

D  2  "  certain 
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"  certain    principall    offendaris    at    Edia* 
"  burgh  *." 

To  thofe  accufations  no  particular  anfwer 
was  made  by  Murray,  except  the  above 
general  denial  of  his  figning  this  bond,  and 
that  he  had  told  his  tale  to  his  friend  Queen 
Elizabeth.  And  we  have  feeny  that  al- 
though Queen  Mary  and  her  eommiffioners 
often  repeated  their  accufation,  and  "  offerit 
"  to  nominate  and  accufe  fuch  perfonis  of 
"  (Murray's)  cumpanie  as  wer  guiltie  of 
"  the  murder,  and  wald  pruif  the  fame,'* 
yet  no  anfwer  was  ever  made  to  this  par- 
ticular charge :.  and  that,  notwithstanding 
Queen  Mary's  remonftrance  againft  their 
being  allowed  to  "  depart  the  realm,  not 
*"*  abiding  the  tryall  and  pruif  of  their  de- 
:t  teQion ;"  yet,  by  the  fharneful  conniv- 

*  John  Hepburn  of  Bowton,  a  friend  of  Bothwell's, 
who  was  hanged  at  Edinburgh  for  the  murder  of 
Darnley,  confeffed,  at  his  execution,  that  he  had  feen 

the  bond  in  Bothwell's  hands. And.  vol.  i.  p.  76. 

See  alfo  Ormiftou's  confeiHon  in  Arnot's  Trials. 

auce 
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ance  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  this  matter  was 
quafhed,  and  Murray  and  his  company 
were  licenfed  to  withdraw  thernfelves  and 
to  return  to  Scotland,  while,  in  open  vio- 
lation of  juftice,  humanity,  and  of  her 
folemn  promife  of  protection,  Elizabeth 
detained  the  unfortunate  Mary  her  prifoner 
for  life !  I  now  proceed. 

About  this  time,  it  is  pretended  that  the 
Queen  entertained  a  criminal  paffion  for 
the  Earl  of  Both  well ;  and  for  this  we  muft 
rely  upon  the  authorities  of  Knox  and  Bu- 
chanan. Dr.  Robertfon  on  this  point  can- 
didly owns,  that  "  the  ardour  of  thefe 
"  writers  zeal,  and  the  violence  of  their 
"  prejudices,  render  their  opinions  ram, 
"  precipitate,  and  inaccurate."  Therefore, 
fays  our  author,  "  it  is  by  the  effeffs  of  this 
"  reciprocal  paffion  that  we  are  to  judge  of 
"  its  reality  *."  I  join  iffue  with  the  Doc- 

*  Robertfon,  vol.  i.  p.  373,  et  feq,  ;  odlavo 
edltioa. 

D  3  tor 
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tor  on  this  head.  Let  us  now  fee  the  ef- 
fects which  this  fuppofed  paffion  of  the 
Queen  for  Bothwell  produced.  We  fhall 
follow  Dr.  Robertfon  in  the  inftances  he 
gives,  as  the  criterion  for  judging  of  the 
Queen's  paffion. 

The  contempt,  fays  our  Hiftorian,  un- 
der which  Lord  Darnley  had  fallen,  who 
now,  by  his  own  behaviour,  had  become 
univerfally  hated  and  defpifed,  had  deter- 
mined him  to  the  refolution  of  leaving  Scot- 
land, and  going  into  foreign  parts.  This 
refolution  alarmed  the  Queen;  to  whom, 
fays  our  Author,  it  was  very  mortifying, 
becaufe  it  would  have  fpread  the  infamy 
of  their  domeftic  quarrel  all  over  Europe. 
She  therefore  ufed  all  her  influence  to  pre- 
vent this  meafure, 

Now,    let  any    man   ferioufly  confider, 
and  fay,  if  fuch  yvould  have  been  the  cop- 
duel:  of  a  woman  engaged  in   a  criminal 
2  amour, 
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amour.  In  fuch  a  fituation,  her  hufband's 
abfence  muft  furely  have  been  what  fhe 
mod  wifhed  for.  The  Queen's  contrary 
conduct  on  this  occafion  is  therefore  a  ftrong 
argument  of  her  innocence.  We  proceed 
to  another  fort  of  argument  ufed  by  Dr. 
Robertfon  againft  the  Queen. 

» 

While  Mary  was  at  Jedburgh,  at  which 
place,  on  the  border,  the  neighbouring 
counties,  as  was  the  cuftom  at  that  time, 
were  attending  her  in  arms  at  a  court  of 
juftice,  the  Earl  of  Bothwell,  as  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  the  Marches  *,  being  on  his  duty 
at  Hermitage  caftle,  eighteen  miles  diftant, 
was  wounded  in  an  attempt  to  feize  a  gang 
of  banditti  who  infefted  the  border.  On 
the  news  of  this  infurrec~lion,  and  of  Both- 
well's  being  flain,  the  Queen,  with  an 

*  An  office  to  which  for  his  valour  he  had  been  ap- 
pointed in  the  late  Queen-Regent's  time,  and  not 
now  promoted  to  by  Mary's  favour,  as  Dr.  Robertfon 
has  aflerted. 

D  4  armecj 
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armed  force,  made  a  fudden  march  to  the 
Hermitage ;  but  finding  the  rioters  had 
fled,  me  the  very  fame  day  returned  to 
Jedburgh. 

This  incident  is  painted  out  by  Dr,  Ro- 
bertfon  as  a  ftrong  proof  of  Mary's  love 
for  Bothwell :  the  Queen's  flying  thither, 
fays  he,  ftrongly  marks  the  anxiety  of  a 
lover,  but  was  unfuitable  to  her  dignity  as 
a  Queen.  To  make  a  journey  of  eighteen 
jniles,  in  the  month  of  October,  on  an  ex- 
pedition againft  thieves,  can  be  accounted 
for,  concludes  our  Author,  from  no  other; 
motive  than  love, 

This  reafoning  feems  more  fpecious  than 
folid.  In  arguing  on  facls  of  a  remoter 
age,  the  manners  of  that  age  are  to  be  con-* 
fidered,  which  differ  very  widely  from  the 
prefent.  The  peace  of  the  border,  and  the 
quelling  of  infurredions  there,  had  alwaya 
been  confidered  by  our  Monarchs  as  aa 

object 
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obje<ft  worthy  of  attention.  Mary's  father, 
the  high-fpirited  James  V.  had  often  in 
perfon  quelled  fuch  diforders.  Mary  her- 
felf  had  before  this  made  expeditions  of 
this  kind  through  feveral  parts  of  her  king- 
dom. It  plainly  appears,  that  an  infurreo 
tion  was  premeditated  on  the  border  ;  and 
for  preventing  this,  and  holding  a  folemn 
court  of  juftice,  the  whole  country  then 
attended  the  Queen  in  arms  at  Jedburgh  *. 

The 

*  That  a  premeditated  fcheme  was  formed  by  Mor- 
ton and  his  banifhed  aflbciates  for  rifing  in  arms  at  this 
time,  is  plain  from  the  Earl  of  Bedford,  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  the  Englifh  Marches,  his  letter  to  Cecil  of 
the  3d  of  Auguft,  Goodall^  vol.  1.  p.  304.  who  thus 
writes:  "The  Queen  (Mary)  means  fhortly  to  go 
<c  againft  the  Laird  of  Cefsfurd  and  his  fon,  and  to 
"  keep  a  juftice-court  at  Jedburgh  for  that  purpofe ; 
*6  then  Bothwell  fhall  come  with  a  force,  and  fubdue 
"  all :  but  the  gentlemen,  as  the  Lord  Home,  CefT- 
ic  furd,  and  Buccleuch,  and  the  reft  of  the  firname, 
<c  promife  to  live  and  die  with  Cefsfurd,  and  to  with- 
<c  ftand  Bothwell,  unlefs  the  Queen  come  in  perfon. 
*'  The  Elliots,  who  we  feared  would  become  our  open 
t*  enemiesj  have  fent  to  the  Lord  Warden  and  me  to 

"  fuller 
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The  rumour  of  the  attack  on  Both  well,  we 
may  believe,  was  greatly  magnified,  toge- 
ther with  the  contempt  of  the  Queen's 
authority,  then  in  the  very  neighbourhood  : 
all  this,  with  the  confcioufnefs  of  her 
ftrength  to  crufh  fo  audacious  an  irifult, 
may  fufficiently,  and  without  any  fuppofed 
love  for  Both  well,  account  for  Mary's  fud- 
den  march  to  the  Hermitage. 

On  the  contrary,  I  apprehend  Mary 
a£ted  on  this  occafion  the  very  reverfe  of 
what  a  lover  would  have  done.  Love, 
fays  our  Author,  made  her  fly  to  Bothwell 

"  fuffer  them  to  lie  five  or  fix  days  on  our  borders ; 
"  and  we  anfwered,  As  much  as  we  might  do  without 
"  breach  of  amity,  and  as  the  treaty  will  anywife  bear, 
<c  we  will  fhow  them  favour  ;  and  they  promife  us  all 
"  quietnefs  and  good  neighbourhood."  And  again, 
by  another  letter,  of  the  I2th  of  Auguft,  the  Earl  thus 
writes:  "  I  have  heard,  that  there  is  a  device  working 
ct  for  the  Earl  of  Bothwell,  the  particularities  whereof 
"  I  might  have  heard  ;  but  becaufe  fuch  dealings  like 
"  me  not,  I  defire  to  hear  no  further  thereof;"  Cotton 
jLib.  Calig.fol.  380.  382. 

through 
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through  eighteen  long  miles  of  bad  roads, 
in  the  month  of  Odober.  But  let  me  afk, 
Upon  her  finding  Both  well  flightly  wound- 
ed, and  the  rioters  fled,  was  it  love  that 
made  her,  in  fuch  a  violent  hafte,  return 
back  the  fame  night  to  Jedburgh,  by  the 
fame  bad  roads  and  tedious  miles?  The 
Queen,  we  have  feen,  had  a  very  plaufible 
pretext  for  making  the  journey  to  the  Her- 
mitage. Surely,  if  love  had  in  any  degree 
poffeffed  her  heart,  it  muft  have  fupplied 
her  with  many  more  as  plaufible  reafons 
for  paffing  that  night  in  her  lover's  com- 
pany, without  expofing  herfelf  to  the  in- 
conveniencies  of  an  uncomfortable  journey, 
and  the  inclemency  of  the  night-air  at  that 
feafon.  I  cannot,  on  this  occafion,  agree 
with  Dr.  Robertfon  as  a  love-cafuift.  I 
apprehend  the  Queen's  behaviour,  in  both 
the  foregoing  inftances,  is  a  convincing 
teftimony  on  her  fide,  that  .{lie  was  alto- 
gether free  from  any  love-attachment  what- 
ever at  this  period. 

Dr, 
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Dr.  Robertfon,  in  detailing  Queen  Mary's 
expedition  to  Jedburgh,  where,  on  her  re- 
turn, flie  was  feized  with  a  violent  fever, 
does  not  omit  to  mention  the  unfavourable 
reception  flie  gave  to  her  hufband  at  that 
time.  "  During  her  illnefs,  the  King  never 
"  came  near  Jedburgh,,  and  when  he  after- 
"  wards  thought  fit  to  make  his  appearance 
*c  there,  he  met  with  fuch  a  cold  reception, 
**  as  did  not  encourage  him  to  make  any 
«*  long  flay."  A  Hiftorian  of  the  life 
and  adions  of  Queen  Mary,  while  he  fe- 
leds  circumftances,  on  which  he  founds  the 
above  conclufion,  that  a  criminal  love  for 
Bothwell  induced  her  to  fly  to  him  at  this 
time,  ought,  in  ftrift  juftice,  to  have  en- 
tered more  particularly  into  the  conduct 
and  behaviour  of  the  Queen,  while  {he  was 
at  Jedburgh,  during  her  ficknefs.  I  {hall  fup- 
ply  what  the  Hiftorian  has  omitted,  from 
a  paper  which  follows  next  to  the  above 
authority  quoted  by  him*,  viz.  a  letter 

*  Keith,  Appendix,  p.  134. 

from 
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from  Bifhop  Lefly  to  the  Archbiihop  of 
Glafgow.  Lefly,  as  the  Queen's  Confeflbrr 
attended  the  Queen  at  Jedburgh.  He  thus 
writes  :  u  The  Queen  caufit  me  to  re- 
"  mayne  continuallie  befide  her,,  to  re- 
*c  member  hir  on  hir  dewtier  and  pray 
"  continuallie  befyde  hir.  Hir  Majeftie 
"  maid  the  maift  godlie  exhortatiouns  to 
"  all  the  nobilitie  being  here  at  this  pre* 
**  fent  time,^that  ever  prince,  or  other,  maid 
*(  at  fie  time.  Firft  making  her  confeffion 
"  to  God  of  hir  offences — defiring  his  holy 
M  will  to  be  fullfillcd  :  that  if  it  pleifit  him 
"  to  fuffer  her  to  remain  in  this  worldr 
"  for  the  governing  his  people  committed 
"  to  hir  care,  or  to  receive  hir  to  his  blifs, 
"  (he  gladly  would  accept  what  his  will 
"  appointed,  and  with  as  good  heart  and 

"  will  to  die,  as  live." "  She  befought 

"  hir  nobility  to  attend  to  the  good  go- 
"  vernment  of  the  realm,  and  that  they 
*  fhould  keip  luive  and  amity  amongft 
**•  thcmfelves"  — — » "  She  recomendit  alfa 

a  the 
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"  the  Prince,  her  fon,  to  thair  governance, 
"  praying  them  effectually  to  fuffer  nane 
"  to  be  with  him  in  cumpany  in  his 
"  youtheid,  that  wold  give  him  evil  ex- 
"  ample  in  manners,  but  that  fie  war 
"  prefent  with  him  who  could  and  would 
"  inftrucl:  him  in  vertue  and  all  godlie- 

«  nes." •  "    She  recomendit  to   them 

"  the  flate  of  religion  within  the  realm, 
"  praying  thame  erTecluouflie  to  trouble  nor 
"  prefs  no  man  in  his  confcience  that  pro- 

"  fefs'd  the  Catholic  religioun." Let  us 

now  afk  the  Hiftorian,  Do  thefe  feriti- 
ments  of  piety  and  religion  correfpond  with 
the  character  of  a  woman  immerfed,  as 
he  fuppofes,  at  that  moment,  in  a  crimi- 
nal .amour  ? 

Within  a  few  days  after  fhe  conferences 
in  the  caftle  of  Craigmillar,  viz.  on  Chrift- 
mas  1566,  the  Queen  was  prevailed  upon 
to  grant  a  pardon  to  the  Earl  of  Morton, 
and  to  feventy-five  of  his  accomplices  in 
RizzioYflaughter.  This  was  the  previous 

and 
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and  neceflary  ftep  of  the  confederates  to 
the  grand  enterprife,  which  foon  after,  upon 
Morton's  appearing  again  in  the  fcene,  was 
to  take  place. 

Upon  the  gth  of  February  1567,  the  Earl 
of  Murray  affedted  publicly  to  afk  leave  to 
go  from  court  *  to  his  houfe  in  St.  An- 
drew's, on  pretence  that  his  wife  was  indiC- 
pofed.  And  the  next  morning,  the  loth  of 
February,  theKing's  houfe  was  blown  up  with 
gun-powder,  and  his  body  found  dead. 

Before  we  go  further,  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper to  make  a  flop  here  for  a  little,  and 
call  back  our  attention  to  two  facts  that  have 
occurred  in  the  preceding  narration,  which 
appear  to  throw  light  upon  the  dark  affair 
of  Darnley's  murder. 

We  have  recently  feen  the  Queen's  con- 
duel  in  preventing  her  hufband's  refolution 
of  leaving  the  kingdom,  only  three  months 
before  his  murder. 

*  Keith,  p.  365. 

We 


( 
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We  fhall  enter  into  a  full  mveftigatiofl 
of  this  matter  afterwards* 

The  other  fact  to  be  obferved  is^  the 
propofal  made  by  Murray  and  Lething- 
ton  to  the  Queen  in  the  caftle  of  Craig- 
millar,  to  procure  a  divorce  between  her  and 
Darnley,  which  the  Queen  utterly  reje&ed. 

Now,  as  both  thefe  incidents  happened 
within  fo  fhort  a  time  of  Darnley 's  mur- 
der, and  at  the  time  when  his  behaviour  to 
the  Queen  was  moft  fhocking,  at  the  very 
time  too  when  her  enemies  pretend  fhe  was 
carrying  on  her  criminal  amour  with  Both- 
well,  is  it  natural  to  conceive,  that  fhe 
fhould  have  rejected  both  thefe  opportuni-* 
ties  offered  to  her,  of  being  fo  effectually 
freed  from  her  hufband  without  trouble, 
and  rather  chufe  to  involve  herfelf  in  the 
horrid  crime  of  his  murder  ? 

Should  we  fuppofe  the  reafon  of  her  re- 

jeding  the  propofal  of  the  divorce  might 

proceed    from   an   apprehenfion  of  doing 

*o  hurt 
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hurt  to  her  fon's  title,  which  it  is  impro-  , 
bable  that  a  woman,  fo  wicked  as  to  be 
meditating  the  death  of  his  father,  could 
be  much  affected  with ;  yet  Darnley's 
project  of  going  abroad,  not  only  freed 
her  from  the  company  of  a  troublefome 
hufband,  but  likewife  (if  we  can  imagine 
her  fo  wicked  as  her  enemies  have  afferted) 
afforded  her  many  opportunities,  either  of 
keeping  him  out  of  the  kingdom,  or  of 
confpiring  his  death  at  a  diftance,  by  un- 
known hands. 

Queen  Mary's  conduct,  therefore,  with 
regard  to  the  above  two  facts,  makes  it  al- 
together improbable,  that  at  this  time  fhe 
could  have  entertained  the  moft  diftant 
thought  of  fo  atrocious  an  action  as  the 
murder  of  her  hufband. 


VOL.  II. 
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CHAP.     IV. 

A  Review  of  the  Conduct  of  S^ueen  Mary 
previous  to  Lord  Darnley  s  Murder. 
Differtaiion  on  the  Murder,  and  Vindica- 
tion of  the  S^ueen. 

H  E  murder  of  Lord  Darnley  has  not, 
in  our  apprehenfion,  been  confidered 
in  all  its  circuraftances  with  that  particu- 
lar attention  which  its  importance  merits. 
Many,  from  the  fubfequent  incident  of 
Queen  Mary's '  marriage  with  the  Earl  of 
Bothwell  (afterwards  detected  as  one  of 
the  principal  confpirators  in  the  death  of 
Lord  Darnley),  have  refted  their  judgment 
on  that  fact,  as  fufficient  proof  of  the 
Queen's  guilt  as  acceffary  to  the  murder ; 
and  upon  that  ground  of  convidion,  have 
given  themfelves  little  trouble  in  examining 
2  the 
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the  feveral  antecedent  fteps,  together  with 
the  facts  and  circumftances  which  attended 
the  aftual  murder.  Some  of  the  latter 
hiftorians  of  thofe  times,  from  whom  deeper 
refearch  and  more  candour  might  have 
been  expected,  appear  to  have  taken  the 
field  againft  Queen  Mary,  with  this  pre- 
judice and  prepofleffion. 

Syftem  being  thus  formed,  facts  are 
wrefted  to  coincide  with  it ;  every  circum- 
ftance  that  will  admit  of  it,  has  been  {trained 
to  her  difadvaritage. 

Dr.  Robertfon,  from  a  detail  of  the  grofs 
and  perverfe  behaviour  of  Lord  Darnley ; 
his  joining  in  confederacy  with  her  ene- 
mies, in  the  murder  of  the  Queen's  Se- 
cretary,   and   his   repeated  infults   to  her, 
fubfequent  to  that  vile  affair ;   has  exerted 
his  powers  in  eflablifhing  a  fyftem,  "  That 
"  from  the  period  of  the  aflaffination  of 
"  Rizzio,    the  Queen's  affection  for  her 
£2  "  hufband 
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"  hufband  became  entirely  extinguffied  \  that 
"  an  implacable  refentment  and  utter  aver- 
"  fion  for  him  took  place  in  her  breaft, 
"  which  terminated  in  the  murder  of  her 
"  hufband."  From  this  the  Hiftorian,  with 
his  ufual  ability,  has  formed  a  chain  of 
argument,  plaufible  indeed,  and  ingenious, 
tending  to  infer  a  prefumption  of  the 
Queen's  being  acceflary  to  the  murder. 
We  mean  to  attempt  to  remove  this  pre- 
fumption by  fhewirig  the  fallacy  of  the 
Hiftorian's  argument,  and  by  a  review  of 
Darnley's  conduct,  and  likewife  of  the 
Queen's  behaviour  to  him  from  the  death 
of  Rizzio,  to  the  murder  of  Lord  D'arnley : 
from  which  it  will  appear,  that  notwith- 
ftanding  the  grofs  mifbehaviour  of  the  King, 
and  of  his  repeated  outrages  towards  the 
.  C  Queen,  however  her  affedions  at  times 
^might  have  been  cooled,  yet  they  never 

T  j  •          -n     A         c        ^   r 

were   alienated   or  extinguished  ;     iar  lefs 

that  by  any  of  her  actions  or  behaviour  ihe 

ever  fhewed  the  leaft  mark  of  aver/ion  or 

4  hatred 


againft  MARY  Quten  of  SCOTS.        53 

hatred  to  her  hufband.  Previous  to  this 
inveftigation,  we  fhall  give  a  fketch  of  the 
characters  of  Lord  Darnley,  and  of  the 
Queen,  which  we  fhall  take  from  Dr.  Ro- 
bertfon  himfelf,  and  his  friend  Mr.  Hume. 
We  begin  with  the  Queen : 

"  Mary,"    fays  Dr.   Robertfon,    "    was 

"  poflefied  of  great  fenfibility  of  temper, 

"  and    was    capable   of   the    utmoft   ten- 

"  dernefs    and    affedion.      She   was   po- 

"  lite  and  affable ;    violent  in  her  attach- 

"  rnents,  becaufe  her  heart  was  warm  and 

"  unfufpicious." 

Mr.  Hume's  charader  of  Mary  is,  "  that 
"  fhe  was  pofleffcd  of  a  lofty  fpirit,  con- 
<(  ftant  and  vehement  in  her  purpofe, 
"  yet  polite,  gentle,  and  affable  in  her 
"  demeanour." 

As  a  prominent  /rtf/Vinthe  Queen's  charac- 
ter, remarkable  through  the  whole  tranfac- 
tjonsof  her  life,  we  may  add,  that  though  con- 
E  3  fcious 
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fcious  of  her  high  rank  and  dignity,  and  feel- 
ingly fenfible  of  what  was  injurious  to  it, 
yet  her  refentment  for  the  rnoft  atrocious 
offences  committed  againft  her,  foon  melted 
away,  and  left  riot  a  trace  behind  it.  Such 
was  Queen  Mary. 

Let  us  now  turn  to  Lord  Darnley. 

Lord  Darnley  is  reprefented  by  all  the 
hiftorians  as  a  young  man  of  weak  under- 
ftanding,  conceited  of  his  own  abilities, 
and  of  a  violent  overbearing  temper.  By 
his  infolent  and  imperious  behaviour  he  had 
difgufted  the  nobility,  and,  even  before 
joining  in  the  confpiracy  with  Morton  and 
his  aflbciates,  the  Queen's  inveterate  ene- 
mies, in  the  aflaflination  of  Rizzio,  he  had 
often  given  the  Queen  much  caufe  of  dif- 
pleafure.  Although  fhe  had  beftowed  on 
him  the  title  of  King,  and  admitted  him^tp 
a  fhare  in  the  councils  of  the  ftate,  yet 
not  fatisfied,  he  had  demanded,  with,  the 

moft 
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moft  infolent  importunity,  fays  Dr.  Ro- 
bertfon,  the  crown  matrimonial,  and  to 
fhare  with  her  the  throne  and  government 
of  the  kingdom  ;  which  the  Queen,  know- 
ing his  abfolute  incapacity,  and  the  averfe- 
nefs  of  the  nobility  to  fuch  a  meafure,  had 
refufed,  as  not  in  her  poweMndeed  to  grant, 
without  the  authority  of  Parliament.  This 
refufal,  ill  brooked  by  Darnley,  made  him 
an  eafy  prey  to  the  confederates,  Murray, 
Morton,  arid  their  aflbciates  ;  who  prevailed 
with  him  to  join  in  the  confpiracy  againft 
Rizzio,  to  whom  they  attributed  the  Queen's 
refufal  to  him  of  the  crown  matrimonial. 
The  particulars  of  Rizzio's  aflaffination, 
and  the  part  which  Lord  Darnley  took  in 
that  vile  affair,  have  already  been  related. 
That  the  Queen  fhould  {hew  fome  degree 
of  refentment  at  firft  againft  her  hufband 
upon  that  account,  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at ;  that  her  refentment  foon  fubfided,  and 
that  fhe  endeavoured  to  forget  his  conduct, 
E  4  and 
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and  even  to  e^cufe  him,  is  teftified  by  the 
memorial  of  the  Lords  of  Privy  Council,  fent 
by  them  to  the  Queen-mother  of  France  *. 
"  Although,"  fay  the  Lords  of  Council, 
"  Rizzio's  murther  was  perpetrated  with 
"  his  (the  King's)  knowledge,  yet  would 
<c  the  Queen  never  accufe  him  thereof, 
"  but  did  alwife  excufe  him,  and  was 
"  willing  to  appear  as  if  fhe  believed  it 
"  not," 

Such  unqueflionable  authority  as  this 
letter  of  the  Lords  of  the  Privy  Council,  of 
whom  the  Earl  of  Murray  and  his  friends 
were  then  at  the  head,  is  an  ample  juftifi-. 
cation  of  the  Queen  with  regard  to  any- 
alleged  ground  of  difcontent  given  to  Lord 
Darnley  by  her. 

But,  fays  pur  Hiftorian,  Darnley  was 
neglected  by  the  Nobility.  This  cannot  be 
attributed  to  the  Queen.  It  was  owing  tq 
his  own  infolent  behaviour  to  them.  . 

*  Keith. 

«  As 
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"  As  for  the  Nobility,"  fays  the  above 
letter,  "  they  come  to  court  and  pay  de- 
ference and  refpecl,  according  as  they 
have  any  matters  to  do,  and  as  they 
receive  a  kindly  countenance.  But  he 
(Lord  Darnley)  is  at  no  pains  to  gain 
"  them,  and  make  himfelf  beloved  by  them, 
having  gone  fo  far  as  to  prohibit  thefe 
"  noblemen  to  enter  his  room,  whom  the 
Queen  had  firft  appointed  to  be  about 

his  perfon. If  he  defire  to  be  followed 

and  attended  by  the  Nobility,  he  muft, 
"  in  the  firft  place,  make  them  to  love 
"  him,  and  to  this  purpofe  muft  render 
"  himfelf  amiable  to  them." 

Let  us  now  review  Dr.  Robertfon's  ac- 
count of  Queen  Mary's  behaviour  and  dif- 
pofition  towards  her  hufband,  from  the 
above  period  to  his  death. 

"  From  the  sera  of  Rizzio's  aflaflination," 
fays  our  Author,  "  the  happy  union  which 
*c  had  fubfifted  between  the  Queen  and  her 

"  hulband, 
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"  hufband,  became  entirely  diflblved.  Se-« 
"  cret  diftruft,  and  frequent  quarrels  fuc- 
"  ceeded.  Her  averfion  for  him  could 
"  not  be  concealed  *.'*  The  dired  con- 
trary we  proceed  to  prove. 

We 

*  For  .this  the  Hiftorian  takes  his  authority  from 
Randolph  and  Bedford's  letters  to  Cecil ;  both  of 
whom  (how  a  manifeft  difpofition  to  defame  Queen 
Mary,  as  knowing  the  fame  to  be  agreeable  to  their 
miftrefs  Queen  Elizabeth.  This  our  Author  himfelf 
acknowledges.  From  his  letters,  Randolph  appears 
more  under  the  'character  of  a  fpy,  than  a  public  mi- 
nifter ;  one  of  the  loweft,  it  would  feem,  that  ever 
difgraced  that  name.  Queen  Mary  having  detected 
him  in  fending  money  to  her  rebel  fubje&s,  ordered  him 
to  depart  from  Scotland  f.  Bedford's  refidence  was 
on  the  Englifh  border.  He  was  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
the  Marches.  His  following  letter  to  Cecil,  of  the 
3d  of  Auguft  1566,  from  which  the  Hiftorian  takes 
his  authority,  {hows  his  genius  for  fcandalizing  the 
Queen,  by  retailing  low  (lories,  picked  up  by  him  on 
the  Border.  "  The  Queen,"  fays  he,  "  and  her 
1«  hufband,  agree  after  the  old  manner.  She  eateth 
ic  but  feldom  with  him.  She  lieth  not,  nor  keepeth 

"  company 

f  Keith,  p,  344, 
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We  fhall  fhew  from  undoubted  autho- 
rity, that  fo  far  from  the  mutual  affection 
between  the  Queen  and  her  hufband  being 
diffolved  or  extinguifljed,  the  Queen  on 
every  occafion  fhewed  great  tendernels 
for  him,  and  notwithftanding  his  abfurd, 
peevifh,  and  even  brutifh  behaviour,  did 
every  thing  in  her  power  to  reclaim  and 
bring  him  to  reafon.  We  fhall  proceed  in 
our  review  of  Dr.  Robertfon. 

"  The  contempt,"  fays  he,  "  under  which 
"  Darnley  was  fenfible  he  had  fallen,  made 
"  him  take  the  refolution  of  leaving  the 
"  kingdom,  and  going  into  foreign  parts, 

«  company  with  him.  It  cannot  for  modefly^  nor 
"  with  the  honour  of  a  Queen,  be  reported  what  fhe 
u  faid  of  him."  Shocking,  indeed,  it  mufl  have 
been,  what  this  retailer  of  fcandal  could  not  re- 
peat !  Robertfon,  vol.  i.  Appendix,  No.  XVIL 
Vide  Keith)  Append.  172.  Our  Author,  confcious  of 
the  weaknefs  of  his  argument,  is  obliged,  at  laft,  to 
have  recourfe  to  the  infamous  Letters,  which,  we 
hope,  have  been  proved,  to  the  conviction  of  the  public, 
to  be  notorious  forgeries. 

"  This 
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"  This  refolution,"  fays  the  Hiftorian, 
"  muft  have  been  very  mortifying  to  the 
"  Queen,  as  it  would  have  fpread  the  in- 
"  famy  of  their  domeftic  quarrel  all  over 
"  Europe  :  Ihe  therefore  exerted  her  utmoft 
"  endeavour  to  prevent  the  King  from 
"  taking  that  meafure."  It  has  been 
formerly  noticed,  that,  according  to  tthis 
author,  the  Queen's  fuppofed  amour  with 
the  Earl  of  Both  well  at  this  very  time  took 
place.  This  is  mere  conjedure.  Had  this 
truly  been  the  cafe,  is  it  credible,  as  already 
obferved,  that  a  woman  engaged  in  an  adul- 
terous amour,  would  exert  all  her  powers 

to  prevent  her  huiband  from  going  into  fo- 

• 
reign  parts,  and  leaving  her  and  her  gallant 

to  enjoy  themfelves  at  will  ?  The  whole 
ftory  is  founded  on  conjedure,  without  the 
fliadow  of  proof,  as  we  have  already  {hewn, 
and  we  (hall  leave  it  to  the  reader's  judg^ 
ment  to  decide.  That  the  Queen's  ufing 
every  meafure  in  her  power  to  prevent 
Darnley  from  leaving  the  kingdom,  pro- 
ceeded 
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ceeded  entirely  from  tendernefs  and  affec- 
tion for  him,  we  think,  is  clearly  proved 
from  the  fcene  that  pafled  between  them  in 
prefence  of  the  French  Ambaflador  and  the 
Lords  of  Council.  Monfieur  Le  Croc's 
narrative  proceeds  thus  *: 

"  When  the  King  and  Queen  were'a-bed 
"  together,  her  Majefty  took  occafion  to  talk 
"  to  him.  She  befought  him  to  declare  the 
"  ground  of  his  defigned  voyage:  but  in 
"  this  he  would  by  no  means  fatisfy  her. 
"  Early  the  next  morning  the  Queen  fent 
"  for  me,  and  for  all  the  Lords  and  other 
"  Counfellors,  and  prayed  the  King  to 
"  declare  the  reafon  of  his  projected  de- 
"  parture.  She  took  him  by  the  hand^  and 
"  befought  him  for  Gofs  fake  to  declare^ 
"  if  Jhe  had  given  him  any  occafion  for  this 
"  refolutlon,  and  entreated  he  might  deal 
"  plainly -,  and  not  fpare  her.  The  King 

*  Keith,  p.  348,  349. 

"at 
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"  at  lajl  declared^  that  he  had  no  ground  at 
"  all  given  himforfuch  a  deliberation" 

The  letter  of  the  Lords  of  Privy  Coun- 
cil agrees  with  the  Ambaflador's  letter,  and 
proceeds  thus ; 

The  Lords  of  Council  did  remonftrate  to 
him,  "  That  for  her  Majefty,  fo  far  was 
"  Ihe  from  miniftring  to  him  caufe  of  dif- 
"  content,  that,  on  the  contrary,  he  had 
"  all  the  reafon  in  the  world  to  thank  God, 
"  for  giving  him  fo  wife  and  virtuous  a 
cc  perfon  as  fhe  had  fhewed  herfelf  in  all 
u  her  actions.  Then  her  Majejly  was  pleafed 
"  to.  enter  into  difcourfe^  and  fpoke  affection- 
;c  ately  to  him^  bcfccching^  that  feeing  he 
cc  would  not  open  bis  mind  to  her  in  private 
;t  lajl  nighty  according  to  her  mojl  earnejl 
**  requejl)  he  would  at  leaft  be  pleafed  to  de<- 
cc  dare  before  thefe  Lords ^  where  fit  bad 

:c  offended  him    in    any  thing. But    he 

"  would    not  own    that   he   intended  any 

"  voyage, 
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ci  voyage,  or  had  any  difcontent,  and  de- 
"  dared  freely^  that  the  Queen  had  given  him 
"  no  occafionfor  any  *."  Such  a  teftimony, 
given  in  the  prefence  of  Lord  Darnley 
himfelf,  the  Queen,  the  French  Ambafia- 
dor,  and  the  chief  of  the  Nobility,  con- 
vened in  Council,  muft  blow  to  atoms  fuch 
defpicable  authority,  as  the  fcandalous* 
picked-up  tales  of  a  Randolph  or  a  Bed- 
ford! 

We  proceed  in  our  narrative. The 

quiet  of  the  kingdom  requiring  folemn 
affizes  to  be  held  on  the  Border,  an  order 
of  the  Privy  Council  is  iflued,  for  fummon- 
ing  the  Nobility  and  Gentry  of  the  neigh- 
bouring counties,  to  attend  the  King  and 
Queen  on  their  circuit,  at  Melrofe,  on  the 
8th  of  October.  The  Queen,  however, 
was  obliged  to  fet  out  by  herfelf ;  her  fullen 
hufband  was  not  in  humour  to  give  his 
prefence  on  that  occafion.  On  this  pro- 

*  Keith,  p.  348,  349. 

grefs, 
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grefs,  the  Queen  was  feized  with  a  dan- 
gerous fever  at  Jedburgh,  where,  for 
feveral  days,  her  life  was  defpaired  of.  By 
a  letter  of  the  French  Ambaflador,  we  are 
informed,  that  although  the  King  was 
fpeedily  acquainted  of  the  Queen's  ficknefs, 
he  came  not  near  her  for  eight  days,  and 
until  the  fever  was  abated.  On  the  autho- 
rity of  Knox,  Dr.  Robertfon  fays,  he  met 
with  a  cold  reception,  ftaid  but  one  night 
at  Jedburgh,  and  fet  off  the  next  morning 
for  Glafgow.  On  the  Queen's  recovery, 
fhe  took  up  her  refidence  at  the  Caflle  of 
Craigmillar.  The  Earl  of  Murray's  pro- 
pofal  there  to  the  Queen,  and  the  confer- 
ences on  that  head,  have  already  been  re- 
cited. 

The  Queen  having  made  great  prepara- 
tion for  folemnizing  the  baptifm  of  the 
Prince  at  Stirling,  the  ceremony  was  per- 
formed in  prefence  of  the  Englifh  and 
French  Ambafladors,  and  the  chief  of  her 

own 
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Own  Nobility  :  the  King  perfevering  in  his 
bad  humour,  continued  at  Stirling,  although 
he  was  not  prefent  at  the  folemnity.  As 
Elizabeth  "  had  commanded  that  neither 
"  the  Earl  of  Bedford,  nor  any  of  his  re- 
"  tinue,  fliould  give  the  title  of  King  to 
"  Lord  Darnley  *,"  Queen  Mary  could  not 
have  witnefled  this  affront  without  refent- 
ing  it ;  and  this  was  no  time,  while  fhe 
was  courting  her  favour,  to  break  with 
Elizabeth.  The  embarraflment  indeed  was 
eluded,  by  the  King's  abfenting  himfelf 
from  the  ceremony.  He  had  always  given 
out,  fays  Le  Croc,  "  that  he  would  depart 
two  days  before  the  baptifm ;  but  when 
the  time  came  on,  he  made  no  fign  of 
removing  at  all,  only  he  ftill  kept  clofe 


*  Cambden.— Dr.  Stuart's  Hift.  p.  185,  186.— 
Through  the  whole  of  her  letters  and  negotiations  it 
does  not  appear  that  Elizabeth  ever  gave  the  title  of 
King  to  Lord  Darnley,  as  fhe  always  confidered 

him  as  her  fubjeft. Even  after  his  death  fhe  thus 

mentions  him, "  The  deceaft  gentleman."     Stuart, 

p.  186. 

VOL.  II.  F  "  within 
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"  within  his  own  apartment,  thus  expofing 
"  the  Queen,  and  their  domeftic  quarrels*." 
The  Queen,  though,  no  doubt,  much  hurt 
by  fuch  {hocking  behaviour,  did  the  ho- 
nours of  the  feftival  with  that  native  dig- 
nity and  grace  peculiar  to  herfelf,  fo  as  to 
give  univerfal  fatisfaftion,  and  to  win  the 
hearts  of  the  whole  of  this  illuftrious  affem- 
bly.  On  this  occafion,  the  French  Ambaf- 
fador,  by  letter  of  the  236.  of  December, 

thus  expreffes  himfelf: "  The  Queen 

"  behaved  herfelf  admirably  all  the  time  of 
tc  the  baptifm,  and  /hewed  fo  much  earneft- 
<c  nefs  to  entertain  all  the  goodly  company 
"  in  the  beft  manner,  that  this  made  her 

*  Darnley's  behaviour  at  this  time  muft  have  been 
very  grofs,  and  grievous  to  the  Queen. — Mr.  Le  Croc, 
a  wife  and  difcreet  perfon,  much  in  favour  with  him, 

thus  writes  : 4<  The  King's  bad  deportment  is  in- 

44  curable,  nor  can  there  be  any  good  expected  from 
44  him,  for  feveral  reafons  which  I  might  tell  you, 

44  were  I  prefent  with  you." Le  Croc's  letter  to  the 

Archbifhop  of  Glafgow,  23d  Dec.  1566.  Keith's 
Preface,  p.  7. 

"  forget, 
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u  forget,  in  a  good  meafure,  her  former 

"  ailments. She  fent  for  me  yefterday, 

"  and  I  found  her  laid  on  the  bed,  weep- 
u  ing  fore,  and  {he  complained  of  a  grievous 

"  pain  in  her  fide. 1  am  much  grieved 

u  for  the  many  troubles  and  vexations  flie 

"  meets  with." Here  we  have  a  true 

pidure  of  the  Queen's  difpofition ;  inftead 
of  anger  or  wrath  being  excited  in  her  at 
the  fhocking  behaviour  of  the  King  on  this 
occafion,  her  refentment  diflblves  into  tears ! 
The  King,  to  life  the  phrafe  of  Knox,  de- 
parted from  Stirling  without  bidding  good 
night,  and  arrived  at  Glafgow  about  the  end 
of  December,  or  beginning  of  January. 

Thus  having  traced  the  Queen's  beha- 
viour with  regard  to  her  hufband,  through 
every  incident  noticed  by  the  Hiftorians, 
until  Lord  Darnley's  fickriefs  at  Glafgow, 
in  the  beginning  of  January  1567;  we 
find  the  fame  uniformity  of  temper  and 
F  2  manners, 
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manners,  agreeing  with  Dr.  RobertfonV 
charadter  of  Mary,  gentle,  tender,  and 
affeftionate.  Though  fhocked,  at  times,, 
with  fuch  ftrong  inftances  of  the  folly  and 
brutality  of  Darnley,  we  dlfcover  not  the 
fmalleft  fymptom  of  that  fixed  hatred  and 
aver/ton  whicfo  Dr.  Robertfon  has  attri- 
buted to  her,  and  whfch,  if  true,  muft, 
tipon  fome  of  the  above  occafions,  in  fpite 
of  herfelf,  have  broke  out.  That  Mary,, 
poffefling  fuch  fenfibilityy  fuch  tendernefs 
of  heart,  muft  have  felt  ftrongly  the  above 
injuries,  is  apparent  from  the  foregoing 
delineation  5  fhe  was  at  no  pains  to  difguife 
thefe  feelings :  we  fee  her  penetrated  with 
forrow  and  grief  of  heart,  but  without  the 
leaft  fpark  of  hatred  or  refentment.  We 
have  the  ftrongeft  proof  of  this  in  her  re- 
jeding  the  Earl  of  Murray  and  Lething- 
ton's  propofal  to  her  at  Craigmillar ;  when- 
violent  ineafures  are  propofed,  her  anfwer 
oil  that  occafion  ftiews  in  the  moft  con- 
vincing 
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vincing  manner,  the  tender  regard  which 
ihe  ftill  felt  for  an  ungrateful  and  perverfe 
youth,  whom  me  neverthelefs  wiflied,  and 
hoped,  to  reclaim.  "  Peradventure,"  fays 
the  Queen,  "  he  may  change  his  opinion^ 
"  and  it  were  better  that  I  rayfelf  for  ane 
u  tyme  pafGt  in  France,  abyding  till  he 
4t  acknowkgit  b'wifdf** 

Does  this  difcover  that  averfion  or  hatred 
which  the  above  Hiftorian  is  pleafed  to  fay 
the  Queen  was  poffefled  of  towards  her 
hufband  ?  I  truft,  every  unprejudiced  per- 
fon  will  judge  the  contrary;  and  that  at 
this  time  the  Queen  had  ftill  hopes  of  his 
amendment,  and  -change  of  opinion  >  and  that^ 
as  a  teftimony  of  this,  fhe  expected  his  ac- 
knowledgment ** 

We 

•*  Dr.  Robertfon,  in  fupport  of  his  argument,  cites 
Queen  Mary's  letter  to  Archbifhop  Bethune,  her 
AmbalTador  in  France,  in  which,  he  fays,  ihe  men- 
tions with  bitternefs  the  King's  ingratitude. — In  this 
sonftclentiaj  letter  from  the  Queen  to  her  own  minifter, 
F  ?  &e 
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We  continue  our  narrative. — The  King, 
on  his  arrival  at  Glafgow,  was  feized  with 
a  dangerous  malady,  the  fymptoms  of 
which,  fimilar  to  thofe  of  every  cutaneous 
difeafe,  were  at  firft  violent  and  alarming, 
before  an  eruption  took  place,  when  his 
fkin  was  covered  with  puftules.  In  that 
age  every  difeafe  of  that  kind  was  by  the 
vulgar  fuppofed  to  be  the  effect  of  poifon  ; 
mod  of  the  writers  to  be  credited  fay,  it 
was  the  fmall-pox.  His  ficknefs  now  brings 
him  to  a  fenfe  of  his  folly,  and  mifbeha- 
viour  to  the  Queen;  he  now  becomes 
anxious  to  fee  her,  and  to  be  reconciled  to 

her. After  the  King's  departure  from 

Stirling,  the  Queen  had  gone  northward 

fhe  had  no  occafion  to  conceal  the  King's  behaviour  to 
her.  We  fee  her  adverfaries,  in  fpite  of  her  blamelefs 
conduct,  always  traducing  her  by  propagating  malici- 
ous falfehood  againft  her.  The  Queen,  in  her  letter 
to  the  Archbifhop,  vindicates  herfelf  from  the  calum- 
nies of  her  enemies>  which  {he  had  reafon  to  apprehend 
might  reach  France,  but  without  any  bitternefs.  An- 
derfon,  vol.  i.  p.  12. 

7  on 
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on  fome  vifits  *  to  Drummond  caftle  and 
Tullibardin,  and  was  returned  to  Edin- 
burgh, when,  hearing  of  the  King's  re- 

queft 

*  The  Hiftorian  of  Scotland  fays,  "  While  the 
"  King  was  in  danger,  the  Queen  amufed  herfelf  with 
"  excurfions  to  different  parts  of  the  country,  and  fuf- 
*c  fered  near  a  month  to  elapfe  before  (he  vifited  him  at 
"  Glafgow,  when  the  violence  of  his  diftemper  was 
"  over,  and  the  King  out  of  all  danger."  The  remark 
is  not  candid ;  and  the  Author's  account  of  the  Queen's 
journey  at  this  time,  is  exaggerated  in  every  circum- 
flance.  The  King  was  at  Stifling  on  the  ayth  of 
December.  His  father,  the  Earl  of  Lennox,  writes  to 
him  the  fame  day  from  Glafgow,  and  expecls  to  hear 
from  him  in  anfwer.  At  the  fame  time  he  mentions 
the  extreme  feverity  of  the  weather,  improper  for  tra- 
velling. We  cannot  then  fuppofe  the  King  would 
travel  for  fome  days  ;  at  fooneft  we  cannot  fuppofe  him 
to  be  at  Glafgow  before  the  beginning  of  January. 
After  his  arrival  there  he  was  taken  ill.  The  Queen 
at  this  time  was  in  Perthfhire  at  the  feat  of  the  Lord 
Drummond,  where,  in  all  probability,  fhe  would  hear 
nothing  of  his  ficknefs  for  fome  days,  and  until  the 
difeafe  was  abated.  Har  own  delicate  flate  of  health, 
too,  might  not  permit  her  immediately  to  fet  out  on, 
fiich  a  journey.  It  is  not  improbable,  indeed,  that  on 
hearing  that  the  King  was  out  of  danger,  and  confi- 
F  4  dering 
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queft  to  fee  her,  fhe  immediately  fets  out 
for  Glafgow,  where  fhe  arrives  on  the  23d 
of  January,  and  attends  him  until  the  28th 
of  that  month,  when,  being  in  a  condition  to 
travel,  he  is  tranfported  to  Edinburgh,  and 
for  the  benefit  of  better  air,  from  its  more 
elevated  fituation  than  the  palace  of  Holy- 
rood  Houfe,  he  was  lodgedun  the  houfe  of 
the  Provoft  of  the  Kirk-a-field. 

Let  us  now  examine  our  Hiftorian's  re-* 
marks  on  the  reconcilement  that  took  place 

dering  his  abfurd  behaviour  towards  her  at  Stirling, 
ihe  might  not  think  of  vifiting  him  at  all,  until  fhe 
heard  of  his  defire  to  fee  her  on  the  21  ft  of  January, 
when  fhe  fet  out  from  Edinburgh  to  vifit  him.  In- 
ftead  then  of  the  Queen's  amufing  herfelf  when  the 
King  was  in  danger,  it  is  probable  that  fhe  heard 
nothing  of  his  ficknefs  until  he  was  out  of  danger  ^ 
and,  inftead  of  a  month,  that  a  few  days  only  after 
that  could  elapfe,  before  fhe  fet  out  to  fee  him  :  and 
in  that  interval,  too,  fhe  had,  from  maternal  fondnefs 
and  care  of  her  infant  fon,  gone  back  to  Stirling  ;  and 
that  fhe  mignt  have  him  conftantly  under  her  own 
eye,  had  carried  him  along  with  her  to  the  palace  of 
Holyrood  Houfe, 

between 
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between  the  Queen  and  her  hufband.  And 
here,  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  the  Hifto- 
rian,  with  great  addrefs,  inverts  the  pro- 
pofition,  by  making  the  reconcilement  to 
depend  upon  the  Queen ;  the  very  reverfe 
of  which,  we  apprehend,  is  clearly  proved 
by  the  foregoing  feries  of  fafts,  to  have 
been  the  cafe.  The  King's  perverfe 
and  fallen  behaviour  towards  the  Queen, 
through  the  continued  courfe  of  the  forego- 
ing incidents,  has  been  (hewn ;  while,  on 
her  part,  we  have  feen  the  genuine  expref- 
fions  of  the  utmoft  tendernefs  and  regard 
for  his  weaknefs ;  we  have  feen  her  gentle 
and  affectionate  heart  courting  every  op- 
portunity to  reclaim,  and  bring  to  reafon, 
a  weak,  perverfe,  and  headftrong  young 
man.  The  Queen's  negative  anfwer  to 
Murray  and  Lethington's  propofal  at 
Craigmillar  caftle,  of  divorcing  him  j  and 
ftill  more,  the  fcene  that  pafled  between  the 
Queen  and  her  hufband,  in  prefence  of 
the  Lords  of  the  Privy  Council  and  the 

French 
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French  Ambafladpr,  carry  conviction  of 
this  truth  beyond  the  reach  of  doubt.—— 
After  trying  in  private,  to  no  purpofe,  to 
difluade  him  from  that  meafure,  ihe  wifhes 
to  fee  if  the  influence  and  advice  of  the 
Lords  of  her  Privy  Council  might  have 
\veight  with  him  :  how  natural,  how  ten- 
der, is  her  addrefs  to  him  upon  that  oeca- 
iion?  She  fpeaks  affectionately  to  him. 
She  takes  him  by  the  hand.  She  lefeeches 
bim,  for  God's  fake,  to  declare  if  Jht  had 
offended  him  in  any  thing  *.  Speak,  fays  the 
generous,  the  warm-hearted  Queen,  to  her 
infallible  hufband,  fpcak^  and  fpare  me 
not.  He  declares  fhe  had  given  him  no 
offence.  Still,  however,  he  continued  his 

*  This  fcene,  which  is  ftriking  and  pathetic,  we 
fhould  think  the  Hiftorian  of  thofe  times  would  have 
courted  an  opportunity  to  have  introduced,  as  it 
brings  forward  the  two  principal  figures  in  the  hif- 
tory,  fpeaking  themfelves  in  prefence  of  the  Lords  qf 
Council.  Our  Hittorian  mentions  it  not.  He  was 
fcnfible  it  overturned  his  fyftem. 

fullea 
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fullen  humour.  The  Queen's  gentle  dif- 
pofition  to  him  continues  invariably  the 
fame ;  fhe  Hill  hopes  for  his  amendment. 

The  ill-humour,  as  we  have  feen,  was 

entirely  upon  Darnley's  part;  the  recon- 

—•*"•.». i  *"•      — ,  *-  _ijm+fLmim!rl—t~f~~* 

ciliation  of  courfe  then  depended  upon 
himfelf ;  upon  his  return  to  his  duty  to 
an  affe&ionate  confort,  who  wept  for  his 
folly,  yet  was  ever  difpofed  to  forgive  and 
receive  him  back  to  her  arms.  Such  then 
being  the  cafe,  as  is  proved  by  the  pre- 
ceding ftate  of  authenticated  fads,  how 
ftrange  muft  appear  the  Hiftorian's  con- 
clufion  ?  "-  The  reconcilement  of  the  Queen 
"  with  her  huflband,"  (fays  he)  "  if  we 
"  allow  it  to  be  genuine,  it  is  impoffible  to 
<c  give  any  plauiible  account  of!"  Nothing 
is  more  eafy,  nothing  is  more  natural,  and 
in  character  of  the  Queen.  When,  only  a 
few  weeks  before,  the  propofal  of  divorcing 
him  is  made  by  the  Earl  of  Murray  to  the 
Queen  at  Craigmillar  j  (I  muft  repeat  it) 

«*  NO;* 
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4(  No,"  fays  fhe,  "  peradventure  he  may 
"  change  his  opinion^  and  acknowledge  him- 
"felf"  That  change,  fo  ardently  wifhed 
for  by  her,  at  length  arrives.  A  fevere 
malady,  the  bed  of  ficknefs,  which  reclaims  * 
many,  and,  by  ferious  reflection  on  paft 
mifconducT:,  often  induces  a  change  of  opi- 
nion, and  refolution  to  amend,  had  its  effect 
on  Lord  Darnley.  He  is  now  fenfible  of 
his  folly  and  mifconducT:.  He  becomes  a 
penitent,  and  is  anxious  to  fee,  and  to  be 
reconciled  to  the  Queen.  "  On  hearing,'* 
fays  the  Biihop  of  Rofs,  "  of  the  Kings 
"  repentance^  and  that  he  defired  to  fee  her9 
44  flie  hafted<with  fpeed  to  fee  him  at  Glaf- 


Whence 

*  The  Biihop  of  Rofs's  authority  is  umjueftionable. 
This  man's  character  for  probity  and  integrity  ftands 
amongft  the  firft  of  the  age.  His  faithful  attachment 
to  the  Queen  his  miftrefs,  through  every  period  of  her 
diftrefs,  deprived  him  of  the  revenues  of  his  fee  of  Rofs, 
and  likewife  of  the  rich  monaftery  of  Lindores,  with 
which  he  was  endowed.  His  Defence,  of  the  Honour  of 
Queen  Mary,  is  a  nervous,  acute,  and  eloquent  com- 

pofition, 
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Whence  now  arifes  the  impoffibility  of 
accounting  for  the  Queen's  reconcilement 
with  her  hufband  ?  Nothing,  we  appre- 
hend, could  be  more  natural,  or  more 
confiftent  with  the  gentle  and  tender- 
hearted difpofition  of  the  Queen,  and  agree- 
able to  her  charadler  as  defcribed  by  Dr. 

Robertfon  himfelf,  and  the  other  Writers. 

» 

pofitioru  It  was  printed  firft  in  London,  foon  after  the 
conferences  there;  but  was  fupprefled  by  order  of 
Queen  Elizabeth.  The  Bifhop,  however,  was  not  fa 
cafily  to  be  filenced.  He  procured  a  feeond  edition  to 
be  printed  at  Liege,  in  1571.  Befides  the  Bifliop'a 
own  knowledge,  as  one  of  the  Lords  of  Privy  Coun- 
cil of  Scotland,  and  conftantly  at  court,  the  Lords 
Herries  and  Boyd  affifted  him  in  his  work.  As  to  the 
above  fact,  the  reconcilement  of  the  King  and  Queen, 
the  Bifhop,  who  officiated  at  the  ceremony  of  the  bap- 
tifm,  was  probably  with  her  when  flie  heard  of  the 
King's  requeft  to  fee  her.  He  was  her  Confeflbr  and 
Secretary  for  foreign  letters,  and  conftantly  attended 

her. See  his  letter  to  Archbiftiop  Bethune  before 

cited. The  fa&  is  Hkewife  confirmed  by  another 

contemporary  writer,  Crawford,  Memoirs,  p.  12. 
London  edition-. 

To 
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To  verify  this  opinion,  we  (hall  mention  a 
fad:  which  happened  a  few  weeks  only  be- 
fore the  reconcilement. 

The  Queen,  on  Chriftmas-eve,  as  a  deed 
of  charity  and  benevolence  fuitable  to  that 
folemn  feftival,  granted  a  free  pardon 
to  Morton,  Lindfay,  and  feventy-five  more 
accomplices  in  the  murder  of  her  Secre- 
tary !  Was  it  ftrange  that  the  heart  which 
could  pardon  the  perpetrators  of  fo  black  a 
murder,  attended  with  fuch  horrid  circum- 
fiances  as  to  herfelf,  fhould  expand,  and 
receive  into  grace  Lord  Darnley,  who  had 
been  feduced  by  their  artifice?  Darnley, 
the  hulband  of  her  affection,  the  father  of 
her  infant  fon,  now  a  penitent,  and  on  the 
bed  of  ficknefs  ?  But  this  reconcilement, 
fays  our  Author,  and  the  tender  affection 
ftiewn  by  the  Queen  to  her  hufband,  "  was 
<c  all  artifice  and  dlffimulatlon"  She,  by 
many  marks  of  affection  and  confidence, 

quieted 
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quieted  all  bis  fufpicions  *,  until  fhe  got  him 
tinder  her  own  power,  until  (he  brought 
ihirn  to  Edinburgh.  For  what  purpofe? 
To  murder  him  while  under  her  own  pro- 
tedion, — in  her  capital,  in  the  eye  of  all 
her  people  1  A  very  bold  fcheme  this  !  Let 
us  fuppofe  it  true  for  a  moment,  and  ob- 
ferve  her  behaviour.  Let  us  compare  it 
with  the  part  whicli  the  Earl  of  Murray 
affumes  on  this  occafion.  Murray  leaves 
•Edinburgh,  and  fets  out  for  St>  Andrew's 
the  day  before  the  great  cataftrophe 
was  to  happen,  the  death  of  Darnley  "f. 

He 

*  The  Hiftorian  here  goes  great  length,  indeed,  in 
this  part  of  his  fubjecl,  and  leaves  fight  of  his  ufual 
candour.  That  the  above  was  all  artifice  and  dif- 
fimulation  on  the  part  of  the  Queen,  is  our  Author's 
conje&ure  only;  proof  of  it  there  is  none.  We  pre- 
fume  we  have  proved  the  contrary.  As  for  fufpicion 
on  Darnley's  part,  we  may  with  confidence  and  truth 
affirm,  that  by  not  the  fmalleft  circumffance  does  it 
appear,  that  Darnley  had  ever  the  leaft  fufpicion  of  anv 
black  defign  of  the  Queen  againft  his  life,  as  is  here 
furmifed. 

f  We  fhall  fee  another  inftance  of  Murray's  pre- 
caution, in  walking  off  the  ftage,  when  his  friends  Mor- 
ten 
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He  takes  particular  care  to  have  his  abfenc-6 
from  the  fcene  recorded,  by  affectedly  fo- 
liciting  the  Queen's  licenfe  to  abfent  him- 
felf  from  Council  on  pretence  of  his  wife's 
indifpofition.  He  guards  himfelf  from 
fufpicion,  by  having  the  fea  between  him 
and  the  fcene  of  action*  While  the  Queen 
braves  fufpicion.  She  leads  her  hufband, 
the  deftined  victim,  to  the  houfe  of  flaijgh- 
ter !  She  attends  him  with  the  moft  affidu- 
ous  care.  She  was  feldom,  fays  our  Au- 
thor, from  him  through  the  day,  fhe  flept 
feveral  nights  in  the  chamber  under  his 
apartment.  The  very  night  of  his  death, 
ihe  paffed  feveral  hours  with  him,  fhe  af- 
fectionately kifled  him  at  parting,  and 
taking  a  ring  from  her  finger  flic  puts  it  on 
his  *.  And  the  fcene  being  now  prepared, 
horrcfco  referent^  fhe  leaves  him  to  his 
fate  ;  leaves  him  in  the  hands  of  his  bloody 

ton  and  Lethington  had  prepared  all  matters  for  the 
mock  trial  and  acquittal  of  Bothwell. 

*  Anderfon,  vol.  ii.  p.  72^    Jebb,  vol.  i.  p.  262. 

*°  execu- 
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executioners !  Let  us  follow  her.  Does 
fhe  cover  her  agitation,  her  remorfe, 
during  the  dreadful  interval,  under  the 
{hade  of  night  ?  No :  fhe  partakes  of  a 
feftival ;  fhe  joins  in  a  dance  and  maf- 
querade  !  and,  without  the  fmalleft  appear- 
ance of  agitation  or  difcompofure,  waits 
the  tremendous  fignal  of  her  hufband's 
murder! — Merciful  Heaven!  can  fuch  a 
character  have  ever  exifted  ?  Yet  fuch,  ac- 
cording to  Dr.  Robertfon,  is  the  gentle, 
tender-hearted,  and  affectionate  Queen 
Mary  !  now  the  inhumane,  deliberate,  and 
remorfelefs  murderefs  of  her  hufband ! 

Such  is  this  Hiftorian's  fyftem  !  a  theory 
happily  unfupported ;  oppofed  by  fadts, 
contrary  to  human  nature,  and  utterly  in- 
confiilent  with  the  character  which  he  him- 
felf  had  drawn  of  Queen  Mary  ! 

We  fhall  conclude  this  Diflertation  with 

an  argument,  which,  in  our  apprehenfion, 

VOL.  II.  G  i» 
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is  conclufive  of  the  innocence  of  Queen 
Mary,  and  that  fhe  had  not  the  leaft 
foreknowledge  of  the  murder  of  Lord 
Darnley. 

All  the  Hiftorians  agree,  that  Lord 
Darnley  was  ftrangled,  or  fuffocated,  by 
flopping  his  breath  *  with  a  napkin  ;  that 
his  body,  with  that  of  a  fervant  who  flept 
with  him,  were  brought  out  of  the  houfe 
and  laid  on  the  ground  at  a  little  diflance, 
where  they  were  found  without  any  ap- 
parent marks  of  violence  on  them ;  and  that 
then  the  houfe  was  blown  up  with  gun- 
powder. 

From  thefe  circumftances  it  is  obvious, 
that  whoever  were  the  perpetrators  of  this 
horrid  affair,  or  whatever  pains  they  were 
at  to  keep  themfelves  concealed,  one  part 
of  their  plan,  and  a  ftriking  one,  was,  to 

*  Buchanan,  lib.  18.  Melvil,  Crawford,  Keith, 
Robertfon,  &c. 

leave 
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leave  no  room  to  doubt  but  that  Lord 
Darnley  muft  have  died  a  violent  death, 
and  to  proclaim  to  the  whole  world  that 
he  was  murdered,  and  the  murder  con- 
du&ed  by  perfons  in  power.  This  appears 
to  have  been  the  mqfter-Jlroke  of  the  whole 
plan.  On  whom  then  was  fufpicion  to 
point  as  the  author?  On  whom  elfe  but  the 
Queen  ?  It  accordingly  did  fo. 

Le  tus  fuppofe  then,  that  the  Queen  was 
at  the  head  of  this  plot,  for  murdering  her 
hufband  in  this  public  manner,  and  let  us 
examine  the  confiftency  of  her  conduct  in 
this  light. 

We  have  feen  her,  only  fix  weeks  before, 
rejecVmg  the  propofal  of  feveral  of  the  firft 
of  her  Nobility,  of  being  divorced  from 
Darnley,  from  her  feelings  of  honour  and 
confcience. 

We  have  feen  her,  in  the  moft  anxious 

manner,    flruggling  to  prevent  him  from 

G  2  leaving 
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leaving  her,  and  going  into'  foreign  parts* 
Strange  this ; — -fhe  labours  to  keep  him  at 
home,  to  aflaffinate  him  under  her  own 
eye,  under  her  care  and  protection  \  A  thing, 
it  will  be  allowed,  fcarcely  credible.  Yet, 
let  us  for  a  moment  fuppofc  that  all  fenfe 
of  honour,  confcience,  and  humanity,  had 
on  a  fudden  left  her ;  that  fhe  had  harden- 
ed herfelf  againft  them,  and  determined  her 
hufband's  death.  Some  regard,  however, 
{he  muft  furely  have  had  to  public  fame ; 
fome  care  of  preferving  her  reputation  in 
the  eye  of  the  world,  of  her  friends  in 
France,  of  her  rival  Queen  Elizabeth. 

This  might  eafily  have  been  managed, 
and  her  wifhes  accomplished  by  Darnky's 
death,  without  fufpicion  of  violence.  Darn- 
ley  was  at  all  times  in  her  power  j  he  had 
long  been  in  a  languiming  ftate  of  health, 
after  a  dangerous  malady.  This  was  moft 
favourable  for  her  purpofe.  His  fudden 
death,  under  thefe  circumfiances,  would 
have  been  nowife  furprifing,  in  whatever 
9  manner 
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manner  it  might  have  happened,  whether 
in  a  natural  way  or  by  violence.  As  it 
is  agreed  by  all  the  Hiftorians  that  he  was 
fuffocated,  why  not  reft  upon  that  ?  When 
Darnley's  breath  was  flopped,  her  purpofe 
was  effe&ed*  Why,  contrary  to  every  con- 
fideration  wThich  common  fenfe  could  dic- 
tate, fhould  the  Queen  think  of  proclaim- 
ing this  murder  in  the  face  of  day  to  all 
the  world,  attended  with  every  circum- 
ftance  of  horror,  and  fuch  as  to  fix  fufpi- 
cion  on  herfelf?  Humanity,  confcience, 
common  fenfe,  all  revolt  againft  the  fup- 
pofition  of  Queen  Mary's  having  the 
fmalleft  concern  in,  or  foreknowledge  of, 
Lord  Darnley's  murder. 

Let  us  now  turn  to  the  other  fide ;  and, 
on  the  prefumption  that  Murray  and  his 
confederates  were  the  authors,  inventors, 
and  executors,  as  the  Queen  and  her  friends 
always  affirmed,  of  the  llaughter  of  Lord 
Parnley,  let  us  fee  in  what  refpecl:  the 
G  3  above 


86        INQUIRY  into  the  EVIDENCE 

above  open  manner  of  executing  and  pub* 
Ji{hing  it  could  ferve  their  purpofe. 

The  death  of  Lord  Darnley  fimply,  and 
of  itfelf,  was  an  object  of  little  importance 
to  Murray  and  his  party  ;  from  this  event 
they  could  have  derived  no  advantage.  The 
Queen's  power  and  authority  muft  have 
remained  the  fame  ;  or  rather,  might  hap- 
pen to  be  ftrengthened  by  an  acceffion  of 
power  by  her  marrying  again.  ,  But  as,  in 
the  confpiracy  againft  Rizzio  by  the  fame 
party,  the  chief  object  in  view  was  thq 
Queen's  death,  in  the  condition  in  which 
fhe  then  was  5  fo  in  this,  from  the  circuiri- 
ftances  of  Lord  Darnley's  public  afTaffina-< 
tion,  while  under  the  care  and  protection 
of  the  Queen,  the  plan  of  the  party  was  to 
make  the  fufpicipn  and  odium  of  the  mur- 
der fall  directly  upon  her.  This  fufpicion, 
by  a  train  of  other  difafters  into  which 
they  precipitated  her,  they  did  fix  on  her, 
and  thus  furniflied  themfelves  with  the 

pretence 
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pretence  of  rifmg  in  rebellion ;  and,  by 
means  of  their  feditious  preachers  poifoning 
the  minds  of  the  people  againft  her,  they 
finally  wrefted  the  fceptre  from  her  hands, 
and  feized  the  government  of  the  king- 
dom. 

Had  Darnley  been  taken  off  by  poifon, 
fufibcation,  or  other  private  way,  whatever 
fufpicion  might  have  arifen  concerning  his 
death,  yet  the  Queen,  as  we  have  already 
faid,  might  plaufibly,  and  with  good  rea- 
fon,  have  vindicated  herfelf  in  the  eye  of 
the  world,  by  attributing  his  death  to  the 
difeafe  and  ficknefs  under  which  he  had  fo 
long  languifhed.  Lord  Darnley's  death 
would  have  furprifed  nobody.  The  main 
point,  however,  of  the  confpirators  was, 
to  make  his  violent  death  appear  as  con- 
fpicuous  as  poffible,  and  to  remove  every 
pretext  of  his  dying  a  natural  death,  while 
under  the  charge  of  the  Queen. 

G  4  Could 
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Could  they  have  devifed  a  plan  that  was 
better  calculated  for  publicly  proclaiming 
Lord  Darnley's  murder  to  the  whole  world, 
than  by  blowing  up  his  houfe  with  gun- 
powder ?  They  firft  made  fure  of  his  death 
by  fuffocation ;  that,  however,  of  itfelf, 
however  agreeable  to  the  Queen,  would 
not  have  anfwered  the  end  which  the  con- 
fpirators  had  in  view.  To  fuit  their  defign, 
the  world  muft  know  that  Lord  Darnley 
was  murdered,  and  when  under  the  Queen's 
immediate  care ;  this,  of  courfe,  and  by  the 
underhand  practices  of  the  confpirators, 
threw  the  load  of  this  execrable  affair  full 
upon  her. 

Thus  the  circumftances  attending  the 
death  of  Lord  Darnley,  which,  with  the 
Queen's  enemies,  have  been  held  up  as 
ftrong  evidence  of  her  being  the  author  of 
it,  when  judged  of  according  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  common  fenfe,  appear  to  be  alto- 
gether 
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gether  irreconcilable  with  any  rational 
plan  which  fhe  could  have  devifed  for  that 
end.  On  the  contrary,  when  deliberately 
confidered,  they,  in  our  apprehenfion, 
afford  an  invincible  argument  of  her  inno- 
cence, and  abfolute  ignorance  of  it ;  while 
at  the  fame  time  they  lead  to  the  flrongeft 
prefumption,  that  the  plan  of  Lord  Darn- 
ley's  aflaffination,  with  all  its  circumftances 
of  horror,  was  framed,  devifed,  and  exe- 
cuted by  the  Earl  of  Murray  and  his  aflb- 
ciates,  to  pave  the  way  for  her  deftrudtion 
and  their  ufurpatipn, 
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CHAP.     V. 

e  Con  duff  and  Proceedings  of  Murray  and 
hisConfederates^fulfequent  to  the  Murder  of 
LordDarnley. — BothweWs  Trial  and  Ac- 
quiltal  by  the  Management  of  the  Confede- 
rates.— Murray  and  his  Affociates  Conduct 
in  inducing  the  Queens  Marriage  with 
BothwelL  —  Forgery  of  the  Confederates 
detected. — Apology  for  the  Queens  Mar- 
riage. —  Treaty  at  Carberry  HilL  — Her 
Surrender^  and  Imprifonment  in  Lochleven^ 
and  BotbweWs  Retreat  to  the  Cajlle  of 
Dunbar. 

E  proceed  to  examine  the  conduct  of 
Murray  and  his  aflbciates  fubfequent 
to  Lord  Darnley's  murder. 

The  King  was  murdered  upon  the  morn- 
ing of  the  joth  of  February.     On  the  pre- 
ceding 
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ceding  day,  the  Earl  of  Murray  croffed 
the  Forth,  in  his  way  to  his  caftle  of  St. 
Andrew's.  On  the  road,  attended  with 
one  confident  fervant  only,  his  bofom  is  fo 
overcharged  with  the  great  event  that  was 
then  in  agitation,  that,  unable  to  contain, 
himielf,  he  burfts  out  into  thofe  ominous 
words  :  "  This  night,  ere  morning,  Lord 
"  Darnley  (hall  lofe  his  life  *."  Thus  the 
criminal,  in  fpite  of  caution,  often  difcovers 

himfelfc 

A  few 

*  Lefly's  Defence,  Anderfon,  vol.  i.  p.  75. 

TheBifhop  thus  addrefTes  Murray  :  "  Is  it  unknown, 
"  think  ye,  Erie  of  Murray,  what  the  Lord  Herries 
«c  faid  to  your  face  openly,  even  at  your  owin  table,  a 
"  few  days  after  the  murder  was  committed  ?  Did  he 
"  not  charge  you  with  the  foreknowlege  of  the  fame 
"  murder  ? — That  you,  riding  in  Fife,  and  coming, 
"  with  one  of  your  moft  allured  trufty  fervants,  the 
"  faid  day  wharein  you  departed  from  Edinburgh, 
"  faid  to  him  among  other  talk,  This  night,  ere  morn- 
"  ing,  the  Lord  Darnley  fhall  lofe  his  life."  Bifhop 
Lefly's  Defence,  as  mentioned  before,  was  compiled 
by  him  from  materials  furniflied  by  the  Lord  Herries, 
This  challenge,  then,  given  to  Murray,  may  be  efleemed 

as 
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A  few  days  after  the  murder,  Murray- 
returns  to  court.  There  he  remains  for 
the  fpace  of  two  months,  joins  in  all  the 
councils  during  that  time,  and  is  in  ftri£t 
intimacy  with  the  Earl  of  Bothwell. — Let 
us  flop  and  confider  a  little. 

\ 
Upon  lefs  important  occafions,  Murray 

was  in  ufe  not  to  fit  idle.  On  the  Queen's 
intended  marriage,  foe  rofe  in  rebellion  to 
oppofe  it.  Soon  after,  he  joined  in  the 
confpiracy  to  aflaffinate  Rizzio.  On  the 
prefent  occafion,  the  murder  of  the  King, 
he  remains  perfectly  quiet.  The  univerfal 
report  loads  Bothwell  with  the  murder. 
Papers  pofted  up  in  the  moil  public  parts 
of  the  city,  point  out  him  and  his  friends 
by  name,  as  the  chief  actors  in  it.  Murray 
is  ftill  filent. 


as  coming  from  the  mouth  of  Lord  Herries  himfelf, 
and  it  appears  never  to  have  been  contradided.  The 
authority  therefore  is  unqueftionable.  Anderfon,  vol.  i. 
Preface,  p.  iv. 

The 
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The  Earl  of  Lennox,  the  late  King's 
father,  loudly  accufes  Bothwell,  and  de- 
mands that  he  may  be  brought  to  a  public 
trial. 

Does  Murray  roufe  himfelf  to  ftipport 
the  Earl  of  Lennox,  his  relation,  in  fo  juft 
a  caufe  ?  No  !  he  takes  the  oppofite  fide. 
He  gives  his  whole  aid  to  ftifle  juftice! 
The  trial  and  acquittal  of  Bothwell  being 
planned  and  concerted,  Murray  then  fets 
off  for  France,  leaving  his  trufty  confede- 
rates, Morton,  Lindfay,  Lethington,  and 
their  aflbciates,  to  perform,  as  we  fhall  fee, 
their  active  parts  in  the  drama. 

Did  he  really  believe  Bothwell  innocent  ? 
Was  he  from  his  heart  the  real  friend  of 
Bothwell  at  this  time  ?  Was  the  inveterate 
enmity,  which  had  conftantly  fubfifted  till 
that  period  between  Murray  and  his  an- 
cient foe,  whom  he  had  twice  driven  into 
banifhmenr,  then  extinguiihed  and  forgot  ? 

No ! 
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No  !  it  only  lay  covered  —  Manet  alia 
mente  repoftum.  His  vengeance  lay  fmo- 
thered,  ready  to  burft  out  againft  his  foe  on 
a  proper  occafion.  But  Bothwell  was  here 
but  the  fecondary  objecl:.  The  net  was 
fpread  for  the  Queen,  to  involve  her  in 
ruin  with  Bothwell ! 

In  the  above  interval,  between  Darnley's 
murder  and  Murray's  leaving  the  king- 
dom (fays  Bifhop  Lefly),  the  whole  plan, 
was  concerted  by  him  and  his  confederates  ; 
not  only  of  Bothwell's  trial  and  acquittal, 
but  of  his  fubfequent  marriage  with  the 
Queen,  in  order  to  ruin  them  both. 

The  firft  ftep  of  the  party,  in  their  plan, 
was  to  raife  the  fufpicion  of  the  people,  and 
to  direft  it  full  againft  the  Earl  of  Bothwell 
and  the  Queen,  as  guilty  of  the  King's 
murder.  For  this  purpofe,  hand-bills  or 
placards  are  clandeftinely  pafted  up  in  fe- 
veral  places  of  the  city,  accufmg  Bothwell 

and 
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and  the  Queen  as  confenting  to  the  murder. 
That  thefe  bills  came  from  Murray  and 
his  aflfociates,  there  is  fcarce  a  doubt.  While 
Bothwell  himfelf,  Huntly,  Argyle,  Sir 
James  Balfour,  and  others,  the  known 
friends  at  that  time  of  the  Queen  and  him, 
are  pointed  out  by  name,  there  is  not  the 
fmalleft  hint  thrown  out  in  thefe  clandeftine 
papers  that  glances  at  Murray,  Morton, 

Lindfay,  or  any  of  their  party. 

• 

This  meafure  having  produced  its  full 
eflfecl:,  the  next  ftep  was  more  bold,  and 
required  the  greateft  addrefs.  This  was, 
after  having  raifed  the  cry  againft  Bothwell, 
to  bring  him  to  public  trial  for  the  King's 
murder,  and  by  collufion  to  have  him  ac- 
quitted. 

This  was  fo  ftrong  a  meafure,  as  muft  of 
neceflityhave  thrown  reflections  upon  every 
perfon  who  fhould  have  an  adive  hand  in 
it.     And  here  the  Reader  is  defired  to  re- 
collet 
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collect  the  partj  which,  according  to  the. 
plan  laid  down  for  him  by  Lfthingtoa,  in 
the  caftle  of  Craigmillar,  Murray  was  to 
play  :  he  was  to  behold  the  proceedings 
of  his  friends,  without  taking  an  adive 
{hare  in  them.  This  part  he  faithfully 
keeps  up  to*  He  had  withdrawn  from  the 
ftage  the  day  before  Lord  Darnley's  mur- 
der ;  and  matters  being  now  ready  for  open- 
ing a  new  fcene,  the  mock  trial  of  Both- 
well,  he  again  begs  leave  to  retire  *. 

The 

*  It  may  not  be  improper  to  give  the  Reader  a  view 
of  the  principal  officers,  and  other  chief  perfons,  who, 
under  Murray,  BothwelJ,  and  Morton,  managed  the  . 
affairs  of  the  ftate  at  this  time. 

Sir  Richard  Maitland  of  Lethington,  Lord  Privy 
Seal. 

His  fon  William  Maitland,  Principal  Secretary  of 
State. 

Lord  Lindefay. 

Mr.  Robert  Richardfon,  Commenclator  of  St.  Mary 
Ifle,  Lord  High  Treafurer. 

Mr.  John  Spence,  Lord  Advocate.     Keith,  p.  378. 

Sir  James  Balfour,  Lord  Clerk  Regifter.     Ibid. 
Sir  John  Bellenden,  Lord  Juftice  Clerk.     Ibid. 

Mr. 
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The  general  report  having  loaded  Both- 
xvell  with  the  murder  of  Darnley,  the  Earl 
of  Lennox,  by  feveral  letters,  addrefled  the 
Queen,  to  bring  Bothwell  and.  other  fu- 

fpefted 

Mr.  Adam  Bothwell,  the  Proteftant  Bifliop  of 
Orkney, 

Mr.  Robert  Pitcairn,  Abbot  of  Dumfermline. 

Mr.  James  Macgill  and  Mr.  Henry  Balnaves,  Lords 
of  Seflion. 

Thefe  were  all  clofely  attached  to  Murray.  They 
were  the  junto  who  managed  Both  well's  trial,  and 
afterwards  joined  Morton  in  his  rebellion,  and  im- 
prifoning  the  Queen  in  Lochleven.  They  com- 
pofed  Murray's  fecret  council.  Keith,  p.  452.  And 
laftly,  they  accompanied  Murray  and  Morton  to 
England,  and,  together  with  George  Buchanan,  were 
their  affiftants  in  their  accufation  and  proceedings 
againft  the  Queen  at  York  and  Weftminfter.  Ander- 
fon,  vol.  iv.  p.  35.  Goodall)  vol.  ii.  p.  109. 

The  following  acts  fhew  the  high  degree  of  power 
and  favour  thefe  leaders  enjoyed  under  the  Queen. 

In  the  parliament  held  on  the  I4th  of  April,  two 
days  after  Both  well's  trial,  we  find  the  following 
grants  : 

i.  Ratification  of  the  earldom  of  Murray,  and  other 
lands,  to  the  Earl  of  Murray. 

VCL,  II.  H  2.  Rati- 
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fpe&ed  perfons  to  trial  *.  The  Queen  ac- 
cordingly gives  orders  for  trying  Bothwell, 
as  guilty  of  the  murder ;  and,  by  a  letter  of 
the  24th  of  March,  requefts  Lennox  to 
repair  to  Edinburgh,  with  his  friends,  the 
approaching  week  f . 

After  this  we  find  the  Earl  of  Murray 
prefent  at  court,  and  aflifting  in  council, 
until  the  9th  day  of  April,  two  days  before 
BothwelFs  trial  was  to  proceed,  when, 
having  obtained  leave  of  the  Queen,  he  de- 
parted for  France.  Having  lent  his  affift- 
ance  in  preparing  matters  for  BothwelPs 
trial,  which  was  foon  to  follow,  he  leaves 
his  faithful  actors,  Morton  and  Lethington, 
to  perform  the  active  part  of  the  drama. 

On  the  28th  of  March,   we   find   the 
Queeri  defiring  the  advice  of  her  nobles 
*  Keith,  p.  372.  f  Ibid.  p.  373. 

-  2.  Ratification  to  Sir  Richard  Maitland,  the  Secre-' 
tary's  father,  of  the  barony  of  Blyth. 

3.    Ratification  to   the  Earl   of   Morton.      Keith, 

t-  379- 

3  and 
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and  privy  council ;  and  the  adl  of  council 
of  that  day  ordains  trial  to  be  taken  againft 
Bothwell,  upon  the  I2th  day  of  April 
following  *,  before  the  High  Court  of  Juf- 
ticiary  at  Edinburgh.  Befides  the  above 
letter  of  the  Queen  to  Lennox,  of  the  24th 
of  March,  defiring  his  immediate  prefence, 
with  his  friends,  at  Edinburgh,  the  a£t 
direds  public  intimation  to  be  made  to  the 
Earl,  to  attend  on  the  faid  I2th  of  April, 
the  day  of  trial. 

Lennox,  in  confequence  of  thefe  inti- 
mations, „  fets  out  from  his  houfe  near 
Dumbarton,  which  was  but  forty  miles 
diftant  from  Edinburgh,  and  comes  to 
Stirling  ;  from  whence  he  writes  to  the 
Queen  upon  the  iith  of  April,  the  very 
night  before  the  trial,  excufmg  himfelf  for 
not  appearing  there,  on  account,  as  he 
pretends,  of  his  falling  fick  on  his  jour- 
ney ;  at  the  fame  time  he  complains  of  the 

*  Keith,  p.  374. 

H  2  fhortnefs 
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fhortnefs  of  time  allowed  him  for  conven- 
ing his  friends,  and  requefts  the  day  of 
trial  to  be  adjourned.  This  fudden  change 
and  refolution  of  the  Earl  of  Lennox  coming 
rather  too  late,  the  trial  notwithftanding 
did  proceed. 

I  make  no  fcruple  to  affirm,  that  the 
whole  procedure  refpe&ing  the  trial  of  the 
Earl  of  Bothwell,  appears  to  be  the  refult 
of  a  premeditated  fcheme,  contrived  to 
have  him  acquitted,  aud  the  whole  managed 
by  Morton,  Lindfay,  and  others  of  Mur- 
ray's party.  The  Earl  of  Argyle,  in  right 
of  his  hereditary  office  of  Lord  Juftice 
General,  prefided  at  the  trial ;  but,  as  the 
cuftom  was,  afleflbrs  or  affifiants,  of  whom 
the  moft  part  were  lawyers,  were  appointed 
to  fit  in  judgment  with  him.  The  affiftant 
judges  appointed  for  the  trial  were  the  four 
following  perfons  :  The  Lord  Lindfay,  one 
of  the  principal  confpirators  with  Morton 
in  the  murder  of  Rizzio;  the  Abbot  of 

Dunferm- 
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Dunfermlinc ;  Mr.  James  Macgill,  and 
Mr.  Henry  Balnaves,  Lords  of  Seffion  ; 
the  whole  four  known  confidents  of  Murray 
and  Morton,  and  the  perfons  who  foon 
after  accompanied  their  patrons,  Murray 
and  Morton,  to  England,  acting  as  com- 
miffioners  in  the  proceedings  againft  their 
Sovereign  for  this  very  murder,  of  which 
they  now  were  pleafed  to  acquit  Both- 
well  *.  Before  thefe  judges  the  Earl  of 
Bothwell  appeared  in  court,  on  the  I2th 
April,  accompanied  by  his  confident  the 
Earl  of  Morton,  who  flood  impannelled 
with  him  f  ;  and  none  appearing  to  make 
good  the  charge  or  accufation,  Bothweli 
in  confequence  was  acquitted.  It  may  be 
faid  that  it  was  the  jury,  and  not  the 
judges,  who  here  acquitted  Bothwell.  It 
is  true,  the  verdicl:  of  the  jury  found  him 
not  guilty ;  but  as  the  Earl  of  Lennox  had 
publicly  protefted  in  court,  that  the  trial 

*  Anderfon,  vol.  iv.  p.  35.  and  Good.  vol.  ii.  p.  109* 
f  Keith,  p.  377. 

H  3  Ihould 
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fhould  not  proceed,  until  he  could  attend 
with  his  friends,  thefe  judges  ought  to 
have  adjourned  the  procedure.  So  ended 
this  mock  trial  *. 

Another 

*  Had  Lennox  with  his  witnefles  appeared,  it  is  even 
faicl,  that  the  party  who  managed  the  trial  were  pre- 
pared with  a  fhift  or  contrivance  for  eluding  a  proof, 
by  cafting  the  indi&ment  againft  Bothwell  altogether, 
as  proceeding  upon  a  manifeft  error.     The  indictment 
bears,  that  the  murder  of  Darnley  was  on  the  gth  of 
February  ;    whereas  it  was  a  known  fa£t,  that  it  a&u-  v 
ally  happened  on  the  10th  of  February,  at  two  in  the 
morning.      Mr.   Hume  inlinuates  as  much  as  if  the 
Queen  had  been  accefTory  to  the  above  contrivance. 
But  I  apprehend  the  argument  arifing  from  this  fa<5r, 
when  confidered,    turns  direclly  the  other  way,  and 
againft  Morton,   and  the  party  who  then  directed  the 
trial,  as  we  have  mown  above.     Whatever  the  Queen's 
inclination  might  have  been,  furely  it  will  not  be  be- 
lieved, that  fhe  was  fo  much  converfant  in  the  quirks 
and  fubtleties  of  the  law,  as  to  know  that  an  error  in 
an  indi&ment   would   caft  it  altogether.     To  whom 
then  (hall  we  impute  this^contrivance  ?    To  the  officers 
of  court  only,  whofe  proper  bufinefs  it  was  to  direct 
this  matter ;    and  who  thefe  officers  were,  we  have 
already  fhown,  viz.  Spence  Lord  Advocate,  or  At- 
torney 
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Another  ftep  was  neceflary ;  which  was, 
to  get  Bothwell's  trial  and  acquittal  fo- 
lemnly  ratified  by  parliament.  This  was 
no  difficult  matter :  Murray's  friends  and 
partifans  were  powerful  there ;  they  accord- 
ingly carried  through  that  affair  without 
oppofition. 

Having  thus  laboured  fuccefsfully  to  in- 
duce the  Queen  to  the  belief  of  the  Earl  of 
Bothwell's  innocence,  Murray,  before  he 
withdrew  himfelf  from  the  fcene  of  adion, 
had  not  only  planned,  but  had  put  in  mo- 
tion his  great  engine,  to  decoy  the  Queen 
into  the  net  fpread  for  her  deftrudion. 
This  was  the  famous  Bond,  figned  by  the  no- 
bles who  had  attended  in  parliament  in  favour 
of  Bothwell.  This  Bond  afferts  the  Earl 
of  Bothwell's  innocence.  The  nobles  who 


torney  for  the  crown,  and  Sir  John  Bellenden,  the 
Juftice-Clerk,  both  of  them  creatures  of  Murray's, 
and  foon  after  promoted  to  be  members  of  his  fecret 
council. 

H  4  fub- 
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fubfcribe  it,  promife  to  fupport  and  ftand 
by  him  with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  and 
they  with  one  voice  recommend  him  to  the 
Queen,  as  the  moft  proper  perfon  fhe  could 
chufe  for  a  hufband.  It  concludes  thus: 
And  in  cafe  any  will  prefume,  directly  or 
indirectly,  to  hinder  or  difturb  the  faid 
marriage,  we  fhall  notwithftanding  take 
part  and  fortify  the  faid  Earl  (Bothwell) 
to  the  faid  marriage,  fo  far  as  it  may 
pleafe  our  faid  fovereign  Lady  to  allow, 
and  therein  fhall  fpend  and  beftow  our. 
lives  and  goods,  againft  all  that  live  or 
die  may,  as  weft  jail  anfwer  to  God,  and 
on  our  own  fidelity  and  confcience. 
And  in  cafe  we  do  in  the  contrary, 
"  never  to  have  reputation  or  credit  in 
"  no  time  hereafter,  but  to  be  accounted 
ct  unworthy  and falthlefs  traitors  *." 

It  is  fcarcely  poffible  for  the  wit  of  man 
to  frame  words  more  binding,  by  every  tie 

11  Anderfon,  vol.  i,  p,  in. 

human 
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human  and  divine,  than  thofe  of  the  above 
Bond,  or  devifed  with  more  force,  to  in- 
duce the  Queen  to  believe  that  this  mar- 
riage was  agreeable  to  her  people  :  yet 
what  a  {hocking  reflexion  upon  the  hu- 
man heart  is  it,  to  think,  that  the  devifers 
of  this  Bond,  Morton,  Lindfay,  and  their 
party,  the  ringleaders  in  this  aflbciation, 
fhould,  within  little  more  than  a  month  of 
this  folemn  deed,  rife  in  arms  againft  their 
Sovereign,  head  a  rebellion,  dethrone  and 
imprifon  her,  upon  this  very  pretext, 
"  That  by  her  ungodlie  and  difhonorable 
proceeding,  in  a  private  marriage  with 
Bothwell  fuddenly  and  unprovifitly,  it 
is  certain  fhe  was  privy,  art  and  part, 
"  of  the  murder  of  the  King  *." 

The  prefent  age  has  little  perhaps  to 
boaft,  with  refpect  to  its  virtue  and  mo- 
rals ;  yet,  however  deficient  in  thefe  it  may 

*  A£  of  Murray's  Secret  Council,  Goodall,  vol.  ii. 
p,  64. 

be, 
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be,  at  leaft  it  feels  fome  fenfe  of  honour 
and  fhame,  to  which  the  Saturnian  age  of 
Elizabeth  appears  not  to  have  had  the 
fmalleft  regard. — I  proceed  to  the  hiftory 
and  execution  of  this  infamous  Bond,  which, 
fays  the  Hiftorian  juftly,  leaves  a  deeper 
ftain,  tl\an  any  occurrence  of  that  age,  on 
the  honour  and  character  of  the  nation. 

We  have  faid,  that  before  Murray  left 
the  court,  he  had  planned  this  Bond.  He 
even  went  a  ftep  further,  he  put  his  name  to 
it,  in  order  to  induce  others  of  the  nobility  to 
fubfcribe  it.  This  I  fhall  prove  by  and  by. 
For  this  purpofe  Murray  left  the  Bond  in  the 
hands  of  his  confederates,  Morton  and  Le- 
thington,  to  be  kept  fecret,  and  to  be  ex- 
hibited, upon  a  proper  occafion,  to  be  figned 
by  others  of  the  nobility. 

This  occafion  foon  happened. 

On  the  i  gth  of  April,  the  parliament 
was  diffolved,  having   firft  ratified  Both- 

well's 
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well's  trial  and  acquittal.  That  night  the 
Earl  of  Bothwell  having  invited  the  whole 
nobles  who  had  attended  in  parliament 
and  ratified  his  acquittal,  to  an  entertain- 
ment, fince  known  by  the  name  of  Ainjlle  s 
Supper  \  there,  after  drinking  freely,  the 
fpirits  of  the  company  being  raifed,  Both- 
well  and  his  friends  produced  the  Bond, 
already  figned  by  the  Earl  of  Murray,  and 
folicited  the  nobles  to  fign  the  fame.  They 
had  already  ratified  his  acquittal  in  parlia- 
ment, and  teftified  his  innocence  ;  this  was 
but  a  ftep  further,  and  in  his  fituation, 
no  doubt,  Bothwell,  Morton,  and  their  af- 
fociates,  would  infinuate  the  Queen's  tacit 
approbation  of  this  meafure.  The  ex- 
ample being  previoufly  fet  by  Murray,  and 
now  by  his  friends,  the  Bond  was  handed 
about,  and  figned  by  the  whole  company, 
excepting  one  nobleman,  the  Earl  of  Eg- 
lington,  who,  to  his  honour  (according  to 
the  copy  of  the  Bond  in  the  Cotton  Li- 
brary) 
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brary),   fubfcribed    not,  but   tacitly  with« 
drew  from  the  meeting. 

This,  according  to  the  moft  authentic 
authority,  is  the  plain,  genuine  hiftory  of 
this  famous  Bond.  I  fhall  now  examine 
the  account  given  of  this  affair  by  Murray 
and  Morton,  and  adopted  by  the  writers 
on  their  fide. 

In  the  letter  from  the  Englilh  commi£- 
fioners  at  York,  nth  O£tober  1568,  they 
write  to  Queen  Elizabeth  as  follows : 

The  Earl  of  Murray,  and  his  colleagues, 
"  fent  unto  us  the  Lord  of  Lethingtoun^ 
"  James  Macgilly  and  George  Buchanan, 
tc  which)  in  private  and  fecret  conference 
:<  with  usy  not  as  commij/ioners  as  they  pro- 
:t  tefted,  Jhewed  unto  us  a  copy  of  a  Bond^ 
"  bearing  date  the  igth  of  April  1567,  to 
"  the  which  moft  of  the  Lords  and  Coun- 

"  fellors 
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"  fellors  of  Scotland  have  put  to  their  hand, 
"  more  from  fear  than  any  liking  they  had 
<c  of  the  fame :  which  Bond  contained  two 
"  fpecial  points,  the  one  a  declaration  of 
"  Bothwell's  purgation  (acquittal)  of  the 
"  murder  of  Lord  Darnley,  and  the  other 
"  a  general  confent  to  his  marriage  with 
c<  the  Queen,  as  the  law  and  her  own 
"  liking  fhould  allow.  And  yet  in  proof 
"  that  they  did  it  not  willingly,  they  pro- 
"  cured  a  'warrant ',  which  was  fhown  to  us, 
"  bearing  date  the  igth  of  April,  figned 
<c  with  the  Queens  hand^  whereby  fhe gave 
"  them  licenfe  to  agree  to  the  fame ; 
"  affirming,  that  before  they  had  fuch 
"  warrant,  there  was  none  of  them  that 
"  did  or  would  fet  to  their  hands,  faving 
"  only  the  Earl  of  Huntly." — It  proceeds 
thus :  "  The  Parliament  was  the  occafion 
"  that  fo  many  Lords  were  aflembled, 
"  which  being  all  invited  to  a  fupper  by 
"  Bothwell,  were  induced,  after  fupper, 
"  more  for  fear  than  otherways,  to  fubfcribe 

"to 
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"  to  the  faid  Bond,  two  hundred  harkebu- 
cc  fiers  being  in  the  court  and  about  the 
"  chamber  door  where  they  fupped,  which 
"  were  all  at  Bothwell's  devotion  ;  which 
"  the  faid  Lords  fo  mifliked,  that  moft  of 
"  them  left  the  town  by  four  of  the  clock 
"  next  morning,  without  taking  leave." 

Such  is  the  tale  told  by  Murray  and  his 
party  to  the  Englifh  commiffioners  at  York, 
by  Lethington,  and  George  Buchanan.  A  tale 
falfe  in  every  particular  (as  we  fhall  prove), 
and  fupported  by  a  moft  daring  forgery, 
the  Queen's  warrant  and  confent,  which, 
though  mentioned  in  the  above  letter,  was 
fupprefled  after  this,  and  withdrawn  by 
Murray,  and  did  not  venture  to  fhew  its 
face  through  the  whole  courfe  of  the  con- 
ferences before  Queen  Elizabeth  and  her 
commiffioners  and  Queen  Mary's  commif- 
fioners at  Weftminfter. 

At  York  this  paper,  we  fee,  is  (hewn  by 
Lethington  and  Buchanan  to  the  Englifh 

commif- 
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commiffioners,  privately -,  and  in  fecret  con- 
ference ^  not  as  commiffioners^    as  they  pro 
tefted.     This  caution  is  very  remarkable* 
We  (hall  fee  their  reafons  for  it* 

Queen  Elizabeth,  after  this,  calling  the 
commiffioners  on  both  fides  to  attend  her 
Council  at  Weftminfter,  there,  as  has  been 
related,  the  whole  evidences  which  could 
infer  the  leaft  prefumption  of  guilt  againft 
Queen  Mary,  are  produced  by  Murray. 
This  very  material  writing,  the  warrant 
importing  the  Queens  confent  to  the  Nobles 
for  figning  the  Bond,  will,  no  doubt,  be 
thought  to  have  figured  confpicuoufly  in 
the  black  lift  of  evidences  there  produced 
againft  her,  which  are  particularly  enume- 
rated and  fet  down  in  the  Journals  of  the 
proceedings  at  Weftminfter;  yet,  to  our 
aftonifliment,  no  fuch  paper,  from  firft  to 
laft,  during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  con- 
ferences, appears.  This  is  a  ftriking  facTr. 
Let  us  account  for  Murray's  keeping  back 

and 
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and  fuppreffing  fo  material  a  piece  of  evi- 
dence in  his  favour,  which  had  been  {hewn 
(privately  indeed)  at  York. 

The  credibility  of  Mary's  pretended 
Love-letters,  which  were  produced  by  the 
rebels,  depended  entirely  on  Murray  and 
Morton's  own  affirmation,  which  could 
not  be  diredly  refuted,  while  Mary  was 
denied  to  fee,  or  have  copies  of  them.  It 
was  a  different  matter  with  regard  to  thfe 
paper,  called  the  Queen's  Confent  to  the 
Bond.  If  the  Queen  had  ever  figned  fuch  a 
xvriting,  it  muft  have  been  known  to  the  whole 
Nobles :  it  was  a  juftification  of  them  for 
figning  the  Bond,  and  a  direct  evidence  of 
the  Queen's  approbation  of  their  doing  fo, 
•—If  otherways,  if  the  writing  was  falfe, 
*vhat  would  have  been  the  confequence  of 
Murray's  openly  producing  fo  barefaced  a 
piece  of  impofition  ?  No  other  than  this, 
that  Mary's  commiffioners  then  at  Lon- 
don, the  Bifhop  of  Rofs,  the  Lords  Boyd, 

Living- 
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Livingfton,  and  Herries,  who  all  had 
figned  the  Bond,  muft  inftantly  have  got 
notice  of,  and  would  publicly  have  de- 
teded  this  notorious  forgery. 

Befides>  to  have  produced  fuch  a  paper, 
Would  have  been  an  appeal  for  the  truth  of 
their  ftory  to  the  whole  Scottifh  Nobility, 
who  had  figned  the  Bond  of  aflbciation. 
Such,  therefore,  of  Murray's  adherents, 
who  had  joined  with  him  upon  honeft 
principles,  and  in  the  belief  of  his  fmceri- 
ty,  muft,  from  fo  impudent  an  impofition, 
have  feen  his  views,  and  the  bafe  means 
by  which  he  profecuted  his  defign;  and 
muft  therefore  have  expofed  and  abandoned 
him.  Here  the  eagernefs  of  the  forger,  as 
in  the  a£t  of  Privy  Council  *,  was,  upon 
fecond  thought,  prudently  reftrained ;  as 
this  experiment  was  judged  too  dangerous 
to  be  ventured  upon,  where  fo  many 

*  Vidtfupra,  p.  82,  etfeq, 

VOL.  II.  I  witnefles 
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witneffes   would    have    detected   the   Int- 
pofture. 

To  clofe  the  whole  matter,  this  forgery, 
the  Queen's  warrant  or  confent  to  the 
Nobles  to  fign  the  Bond,  was  finally  fup- 
prefled,  even  by  Buchanan  himfelf,  in  his 
Hiftory,  publifhed  a  few  years  afterwards ; 
who  contradicts  the  whole  ftory  told  by 
him  and  Lethington  at  York,  as  mentioned 
above.  I  fhall  fet  down  his  words  in  a 
note  *»  There  he,  in  exprefs  words,  affirms* 

that 

*  Bothuelius  nobiles  omncs  fupremi  ordinis  qut 
aderant  (aderant  autem  permulti)  ad  ceenam  invitat. 
Ibi  foluth  ad  hilaritatem  animis  omnium.  In  pratfentia 
autem  patebat^  ut  cum  Regints  ambiret  nuptias,  libello 
quam  ea  de  re  confecerat,  llli  fubfcriberent,  id  fibi9  et  ad 
principis  voluntatem  conclllandum  utlle^  et  apud  c&teros 
homines  honorificum  futurum.  Re  tarn  fubita  et  inopi- 
nata,  omnes  attoniti,  cum  neque  mceftitiam  diffimulare 
pofTent,  nee  abnuere  quod  petitum  eflet  auderent, 
paucis  qui  Reginae  animum  exploratum  habebant, 
praeeuntibus  reliqui  ignari  quantus  afTentatorum  nu- 
merus  foret,  alii  aliis  fufpe&i  omnes  fubfcribunt. 

Poftridic 
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that  the  whole  Nobility,  at  Bothwell's  en- 
tertainment, figned  the  Bond  upon  his  own 
felicitation  only,  becaufe  it  might  be  ufeful 
to  him,  and  the  means  of  prevailing  with 
the  Queen  to  liften  to  his  propofal.  Upon 
which,  fays  our  Author,  they  all  figned 
the  Bond  in  favour  of  Bothwell,  without 
feeing  any  previous  writing  or  confent  from 
the  Queen,  or  without  any  force  being 

Poftridie  cum  inter  fe  quid  egiflent  retra&arent,  qui- 
dam  ingenui  profeffi  funt,  nifi  Reginae  exiftimaflent 
rem  gratam  fore,  fe  nunquam  aflenfuros :  nam  pre- 
terquam,  quod  res  parum  honefta,  et  publice  damnofa 
eflet,  periculum  quoque  fore  ut  fi,  orta  difcordia, 
Bothuelius  rejiceretur,  ne  ipfis  aliquando  daretur  cri- 
mine,  quod  Reginam  prodidijfint  atque  ad  nuftias  parum 
bonorificas  ipfam  compuliffent. 

Igitur  dum  res  integra  eflet,  ejus  voluntatem  ex- 
plorandum,  fcriptumque  manu  ipflus  fignatum  im- 
petrandum  :  quo  fcripto  fibi,  quod  de  nuptiis  a&um 
ab  illis  eflet,  gratum  efle  oftenderet.  Id  facile  im- 
petratum  comiti  Argathelii  cuftodiendum,  confenfu 
omnium  traditur.  Buchan.  Lib,  xviii.  p.  355. 
Rud. 

I  2  ufed. 
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ufed.  Buchanan  adds^  that  the  next 
the  Nobles,  on  reflecting  that  it  might 
afterwards  be  laid  to  their  charge,  that  they 
had  betrayed  the  Queen,  and  compelled  her 
into  an  infamous  marriage,  folicited  and 
obtained  a  writing  under  her  hand,  ex- 
preffing  that  what  they  had  done  was 
agreeable  to  her.  Thus  Buchanan  directly 
confutes  his  former  ftory,  told  by  him  at 
York,  of  the  previous  confent  of  the 
Queen  fhewn  to  the  Nobles  before  they 
figned  the  Bond. 

As  to  this  latter  •writing,  which  Bu- 
chanan fays  the  Lords  folicited  from  the 
Queen,  the  next  day  after  they  had  figned 
the  Bond  in  favour  of  Bothwell,  Buchanan 
is  in  a  grofs  miftake.  That  writing  is  ftill 
extant,  and  is  annexed  to  the  copy  of  the 
Bond  in  the  Cotton  Library ;  it  bears  date 
the  1 3th  of  May,  near  a  month  after  the 
date  of  the  Bond  at  Bothwell's  fupper, 

which 
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which  was  the  igth  of  April  *.  The  fad:  is 
this :  On  the  eve  of  the  Queen's  marriage, 
the  1 3th  of  May,  the  Nobles  who  had  been 

*  For  the  fatisfa&ion  of  the  reader,  the  following  is 
a  copy  of  the  above  writing,  which  is  annexed  to  Ce- 
cil's copy  of  the  Nobles  Bond  in  the  Cotton  Library ; 
with  this  title:  "  To  this  (Bond)  the  Queen  gave  her 
"  confent  f  the  night  before  her  marriage,  whilk  was 
<c  on  the  1-4 th  day  of  May  and  year  forfaid,  in  this 
"  form  : 

"  The  Queen's  Majeftie  having  feen  and  confi- 
*c  dered  the  Bond  above  written,  promittis  upon  the 
"  word  of  a  Princefs,  that  fhe  nor  her  fuccefTors  fall 
"  nevir  impute  as  a  cryme  or  offence  to  any  of  the 
"  perfonis  fubfcryvours  thairof,  thair  confent  and  fub- 
w  fcriptioun  to  the  matter  above  written,  thairin  con- 
"  teinit,  nor  that  thay,  nor  thair  heirs,  fall  nevir  be 
"  callit  nor  accufit  thairfor,  nor  zit  fall  the  faid  con* 
"  fent  be  any  derogatioun  nor  fpell  to  thair  honour,  nor 
"  thay  efteimit  undeutifull  fubjecls  for  doing  thairof, 
<e  notwithftanding  whatfomevir  thing  can  tend  or  be 
"  allegit  in  the  contrary."  Cotton  Lib.  Calig.  C.  rf 
folio  i. 

f  The  tenor  of  the  paper  fhews  the  direft  contrary,  and 
that  fhe  gave  no  confent  to  the  Nobles  to  fign  the  Bond, 
tfiough  fhe  pardoned  them  afterwards  for  figning  it. 

I  3  induced 
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induced  by  Murray  and  his  party,  and  by 
the  felicitation  of  Bothwell,  to  fign  the 
above  infamous  Bond,  being  afraid  of  being 
afterwards  called  to  account  for  joining  in 
the  vile  aflbciation,  prevailed  on  the  gentle 
difpofition  of  the  Queen,  at  the  favourable 
minute,  when  to  her  it  appeared  that  the 
marriage  was  agreeable  to  her  people,  to 
fign  a  writing,  not,  as  Buchanan  falfely  fays, 
expreffing,  that  their  figning  the  Bond  of 
aflbciation  was  agreeable  to  her,  but  grant- 
ing a  pardon  to  them  for  any  challenge  or 
accufation  that  might  afterwards  be  brought 
againft  them  for  feducing  and  betraying  her 
into  that  marriage. 

Here  the  truth  burfts  out. 

If  the  Queen  had  figned  a  previous  con- 
fent  or  warrant  to  the  Nobles  to  fign  the 
Bond,  there  could  have  been  no  occafion 
for  them  to  have  folicited  (as  Buchanan  is 
forced  to  confefs)  from  her  a  pardon  for 
their  figning  the  Bond,  at  the  diftance  of 

a  month 
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a  month  after,   as  the  writing  itfelf,    on 
record,  fhews« 

From  the  whole  chain  of  evidence,  which, 
from  the  mouths  of  the  confederates  them- 
felves,  dearly  detefts  as  grols  a  forgery  as 
ever  was  impofed  on  the  public,  I  can 
fcarce  imagine  there  are  any  perfons,  but 
fuch  as  are  refolved  to  fliut  their  eyevs 
again-ft  the  light,  who  will  not  fee  the  bafe 
practices  and  forgeries  of  thofe  men,  who 
were  combined  againft  their  unfortunate 
Sovereign,  to  deftroy  her,  and  to  ufurp  the 
government  of  her  kingdom* 

p 

I  have  been  more  full  in  the  inveftigation 
of  this  matter,  which  appears  to  me  to  have 
efcaped  the  obfervation  of  the  writers  on 
the  Queen's  fide,  as  it  proves,  to  demon- 
ftration,  a  foul  attempt  made  by  Murray 
and  his  confederates  (though  privately,  and 
for  good  reafons,  afterwards  buried  in 
filence),  by  a  manifeft  forgery,  to  cut  off 
I  4  from 
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from  her,  the  ftrong  evidence  of  her  being 
led  into  the  fatal  marriage  with  the  Earl  of 
Bothwell,  by  the  felicitation  of  her  whole 
Nobility,  This  attempt  has  been  revived 
by  Dr.  Robertfon  and  Mr.  Hume,  who, 
from  the  fame  ground,  have  made  a  very 
formidable  attack  againft  the  Queen;  but 
as  they  have  erected  their  battery  upon  the 
foundation  of  the  Queen's  previous  confent, 
now  proved  to  be  a  falfehood,  the  whole 
bafelefs  fabric  muft  fink  to  the  bottom,  and 
lie  buried  under  its  own  ruins. 

As  to  the  flory  recited  by  Dr.  Robertfon, 
as  told  by  Sir  James  Melvill,  that  he 
{hewed  the  Queen  a  letter  from  feveral  of 
her  friends  in  England,  reprefenting  what 
would  be  the  fatal  effeds  of  her  marriage 
with  Bothwell,  which  fhe  difregarded  ;  and 
that  fhe,  communicating  the  matter  to  the 
Earl,  obliged  Melvill  to  leave  the  court  for 
fome  time ;  it  will  be  obferved,  that  Mel- 
vill likewife  aflerts,  that  Lord  Henries  re- 

monflrated 
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monftrated  to  the  Queen  againft  the  marriage, 
which,  he  fays,  was  before  fhe  went  to  Stirling 
on  the  22d  of  April.  Now,  as  to  this  laft  fact, 
we  have  convincing  evidence  to  the  contrary, 
The  Bond  of  affociation  of  the  Nobility  was 
figned  by  Lord  Herries  amongft  the  reft, 
and  we  find  him  a  witnefs  to  the  marriage 
articles  which  foon  followed.  Dr.  Ro- 
bertfon  allows,  "  That,  perhaps,  Melvill 
"  may  have  committed  fome  miftake  as  to 
"  what  regards  Lord  Herries."  He  adds, 
*c  He  could  not  well  be  miftaken  with  regard 
"  to  what  himfelf  did."  True,  indeed, 
Melvill  could  riot  there  miftake;  but  a 
penfionary  of  Queen  Elizabeth  *,  and  the 

profefled 

*  Sir  John  Melvill,  the  father  of  Sir  James,  was 
condemned,  anno  1548,  by  the  Scots  Parliament,  for 
carrying  on  a  treafonable  correfpondence  with  the 
Englifh  court. 

The  fon  laid  claim  to  their  favour  on  the  fame  ac- 
count. 

Sir  James,  when  in  France,  was  gracioufly  taken 
into  the  Queen's  fervice;  yet,  at  this  very  time,  he 
privately  engaged  in  the  fervice  of  Sir  Nichplas 

Throgmor- 
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profefled  friend  and  apologift  of  Murray, 
could  invent  the  whole  from  his  own  brain, 


Throgmorton  the  Englifli  AmbafTador  at  Paris,  from 
whom  he  obtained  a  letter  of  recommendation  to  Se- 
cretary Cecil  in  the  following  words :  "  I  have  not 
**  found,"  fays  Throgmorton,  "  any  in  my  opinion 
<c  fo  meet  to  be  ufed  and  entertained  for  the  Queen's 
"  Majeftfs  ferince^  as  James  Melvill  *."  For  thefe 
fervices  he  obtained  a  penfion  from  Queen  Eliza- 
beth.— While  his  brother,  Sir  Robert,  acled  as  the 
Queen's  Ambaflador  and  Refident  at  London,  our 
author  James  had  attached  himfelf  clofely  to  Murray. 
When  the  laft  became  Regent,  Melvill  openly  joined 
that  party  againft  the  Queen.  When  he  heard  of 
Murray's  having  left  France  in  his  return  to  Scotland, 
he  was  deputed  by  them  to  meet  him  with  their  con- 
gratulations at  Berwick ;  and  was  in  great  confidence 
with  Murray  f  ;  and  continued  in  the  party  in  Lennox 
and  the  other  Regent's  time  J,  in  oppofition  to  the 
Queen,  who  had  ruifed  him  and  his  family,  after  his 
father's  treafon  and  forfeiture. — The  learned  and  in- 
duftrious  Goodall  has  brought  unqueftionable  proof 
of  MelvilPs  duplicity  and  under-hand  dealing  againlt 
Queen  Mary.  See  his  Preface  to  firft  volume. 

•  Goodall,  Preface,  p.  18. 

f  Memoirs,   Giafgow  edition,  p.  196. 

J  Ibid.  p.  205. 

to 


again/I  MARY  Queen  of  SCOTS.       1 23 

to  vindicate  the  party,  and  to  fhow  his 
own  importance,  as  he  has  done  upon 
other  occafions. 

I  now  proceed  to  lay  open  a  new  and 
daring  piece  of  villany,  as  artful  and  deep 
in  its  contrivance,  and  as  bold  in  the  execu- 
tion, as  ever  was  attempted. 

And,  in  the  firft  place,  it  is  allowed  by 
all  parties,  that  the  Earl  of  Bothwell,  by 
his  own  weight  or  influence,  never  could 
have  induced  the  Nobles  to  fign  the  above 
Bond.  And  for  the  ftory  told  by  Lething- 
ton  and  Buchanan,  and  adopted  latterly  by 
Dr.  Robertfon,  of  Bothwell's  intimidating 
them,  by  furrounding  the  houfe  with  armed 
men,  it  is  totally  incredible,  that  in  the 
midft  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  Bothwell 
could  have  compelled  the  whole  Lords  of 
Parliament  to  fign  this  writing  contrary  to 
their  will.  Had  this  even  been  the  cafe, 
would  they  not  have  retracted  their  confent 
the  moment  they  got  out  of  his  power  ? 

This 
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This  they  never  did.  Mr.  Hume,  willing 
enough  to  adopt  any  fa£t  againft  Mary,  is 
afhamed  to  countenance  this  abfurd  ta)e  of 
the  Nobles  being  intimidated  by  force  to 
fign  the  Bond,  and  therefore  omits  it  alto- 
gether. Even  Buchanan  himfelf,  as  we 
have  feen,  repudiates  the  ftory,  as  formerly 
told  by  Lethington  and  himfelf  at.  York, 
2nd  in  his  Hiftory,  which  he  gave  to  the 
public  a  few  years  after,  he  publicly  retraces 
the  whole. 

With  refpect  to  the  Earl  of  Murray,  his 
influence  and  power  over  the  whole  king- 
dom, at  this  time,  was  unrivalled.  Be- 
fides  his  affinity  to  the  Queen,  being  her 
natural  brother,  Murray  was  at  the  head  of 
the  whole  Reformers,  both  Qergy  and 
Laity :  and  by  the  influence  of  the  for- 
mer, the  body  of  the  people  were  at  his 
devotion.  At  this  time,  too,  he  was,  and 
fmce  Rizzio's  death  had  conftantly  been, 
at  the  head  of  the  Queen's  Councils, 

We 
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We  have  already  feen  his  conduct,  and 
traced  his  fteps,  to  the  trial  and  acquittal  of 
Bothwell,  when  he  thought  proper  to  re- 
tire from  the  fcene  of  adion,  leaving  to  his 
bold  and  trufty  aflbciates  to  follow  out  the 
plan  he  had  laid  down. 

Before  Murray  retired,  he  faw  the  mine 
dug  for  the  Queen's  definition.  He  faw 
the  train  laid  for  decoying  and  precipitat- 
ing her  into  the  difaftrous  marriage  with 
Bothwell,  by  the  infamous  Bond  which 
himfelf  had  devifed,  for  the  Nobles  to  join, 
in  addreffing  the  Queen  to  take  that  fatal 
ftep.  He  well  forefaw,  that  the  Earl  of 
Bothwell,  by  himfelf,  would  have  had  nei- 
ther weight  nor  influence  with  the  Nobles 
to  perfuade  them  to  fign  fuch  a  Bond.  Mur- 
ray's power  and  influence,  alone,  was  equal 
to  that  attempt.  He  gave  it  accordingly. 

He  could  not  himfelf,  confiftently  with 

his  plan,  be  on  the  fpot  to  aft  openly  in  the 

j  affair. 
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affair.  He  faw  the  Bond  made  out;  he 
Jjgned  it,  and  thus  gave  his  flrongeft  appro- 
bation to  it,  and  then  fet  out  for  France, 
leaving  it  in  the  hands  of  his  able  and 
trufty  aflbciates,  Morton  and  Lethirigton, 
and  the  ambitious  Bothwell,  their  dupe>  to 
be  ready  on  a  fit  occafion,  to  be  exhibited 
to  the  whole  party  of  Murray's  friends,  and 
others  of  the  Nobility,  to  be  figned  by  their 
example. 

I  mean  to  enter  more  particularly  into 
the  hiftory   of  this  Bond  of  the  Nobles, 
which   the   writers    on    both    fides    have 
hitherto  confidered  as  very  myfterious  and 
obfcure.      Dr.    Robertfon   obferves,     that 
amidft  all  the  altercations  of  the  two  parties, 
this  unworthy  tranfaclion  is  feldom  men- 
tioned.    "  Confcious,  on  both  fides,"  fays 
he,  "  that  in  this  particular  their  conducl: 
;c  could  ill  bear  examination,    and  would 
"  redound  little  to  their  fame,  they  always 
10  "  touch 
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<c  touch  upon  it  unwillingly,  and  feem  de- 
"  firous  that  it  Ihould  remain  in  darknefs, 
<c  or  be  buried  in  oblivion." 

The  original  Bond  itfelf  is  now  loft. 
What  remains  of  it,  are  two  copies,  one 
of  which,  attefted  by  Sir  James  Balfour, 
is  in  the  Scots  College  at  Paris ;  the  other 
copy,  authenticated  by  Secretary  Cecil,  is 
preferved  in  the  Cotton  Library.  Thefe 
two  copies  agree  verbatim  in  the  words 
of  the  Bond,  but  differ  materially  from  each 
other,  in  the  names  of  the  fubfcribers  to 
the  Bond,  Cecil's  copy  containing  feveral 
names  which  are  fupprefled  in  that  of  Sir 
James  Balfour.  As  I  have  already  given 
the  hiftory  of  the  original  Bond  from  its 
date  and  fubfcription,  I  fhall  now  follow 
it  out,  together  with  that  of  each  of  the 
two  copies,  in  order  to  eftablifli  the  proper 
degree  of  credit  to  be  given  to  thefe  laft. 
And  as  the  perfon  who  makes  the  principal 

figure 
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figure  in  this  affair  is  Sir  James  Balfoiir, 
I  fhall  give  the  outlines  of  the  character  df 
this  extraordinary  perfon. 

Amongft  the  characters  of  that  flagi- 
tious age,  none  comes  forward  with  a  bolder 
ftep  than  Sir  James  Balfour.  As  a  lawyer, 
his  knowledge  appears  to  have  been  con- 
liderable.  As  a  politician,  he  was  bold, 
acute,  artful,  and  unprincipled.  By  his 
addrefs,  and  by  the  benignity  of  the 
Queen,  he  was  made  one  of  the  Supreme 
Judges,  and  rofe  to  be  Prefident  of  the 
Court  of  Seflion.  Macgill,  who  was  Lord 
Regifter,  being  banimed  the  kingdom  as 
acceflbry  to  Rizzio's  aflaffination,  Balfour, 
by  the  favour  of  the  Queen,  fucceeded  to 
him  in  that  high  office.  He  was  by  Murray 
and  Lethington  taken  into  their  Secret 
Councils  at  the  Caftle  of  Craigmillar.  He 
framed,  and  ingrofTed  with  his  own  hand, 
the  bond  or  indenture  for  taking  off  Lord 

Darnley, 
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Darnley  *,  and  was  himfelf  in  the  fecret  of 
that  horrid  murder  f .  On  Bothwell's  com- 
ing into  favour,  he  attached  himfelf  clofely 
to  him,  and  was  appointed  his  Deputy- 
governor  of  the  Caftle  of  Edinburgh. 

On  Morton's  rifing  in  arms  againft  the 
Queen  and  Both  well,  Balfour  turned  againft 
his  benefactors,  joined  Morton  and  his 
party,  and  gave  his  aid  in  driving  them 
from  the  capital. 

Bothwell  had  kept  his  moft  valuable 
papers  in  a  green  velvet  defk  in  the  Caftle, 
in  which  was  the  indenture  for  the  taking 
off  the  Lord  Darnley,  and  likewife  the 
Bond  figned  by  the  Nobility,  recommend- 
ing Bothwell  as  a  proper  fpoufe  to  the 
Queen.  Balfour  now  broke  open  Both- 

*  Ormifton's  confeffion,  A  rnott's  Trials. 

f   Anderfon,    vol.  i.     Preface,     p.    64. — Melvill, 
p.  191,  192. 

VOL.  II.  K  well's 
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well's  repofitory  committed  to  his  charge, 
and  made  himfelf  matter  of  thofe  papers  *. 
A  full  copy  of  the  Bond,  with  the  fub- 
fcriptions,  he  put  into  the  hands  of  his  new 
friends. 

Could  Murray  and  his  aflbciates  have 
fupprefled  the  Bond  altogether,  it  would 
have  been  their  wifh ;  but  the  fa£ts 
regarding  this  important  Bond  were  fo 
recent,  and  fo  univerfally  known  to  the 
whole  Nobility,  that  they  rather  chofe  a 
plan  to  counteract  the  force  of  its  teftimony 
in  favour  of  the  Queen  :  that  was  by  forge- 
ing  the  writing  already  mentioned,  import- 
ing the  Queen's  confent  and  'warrant  to  the 
Nobility  to  fign  the  Bond.  In  the  manage- 
ment of  this  affair,  the  noted  Buchanan^  as 
we  have  feen,  makes  a  principal  figure. 

*  Walfingham's  letter  to  Randolph,  Cotton  Lib. 
Calig.  folio  6.  Goodall's  Preface  to  Balfour's  Prac- 
tices. 

The 
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The  Bond,  and  this  confent,  are  put  into 
his  hands  *,  to  fhew  and  explain  them  to 
the  Englifh  commiffioners  at  York.  I  again 
beg  leave  to  recite  their  words.  In  their 
letter  to  Queen  Elizabeth  they  thus  write  : 
"  They  (Buchanan  and  Lethington)  fhew- 
"  ed  us  a  copy  of  a  Bond,  to  which  moft 
"  part  of  the  Lords  and  Counfellors  have 
"  put  to  their  hands."  By  thus  mention- 
ing in  general,  that  moft  of  the  Lords  and 
Counfellors  had  figned  the  Bond,  the  par- 
ticular fubfcriptions^  we  fee,  are  kept  out  of 
view.  By  this  management  their  prefent 
purpofe  was  ferved  :  but  they  had  a  more 
accurate  and  ftricT:  fcrutiny  ftill  to  under- 
go. Queen  Elizabeth  defired  to  have  the 
conferences  to  proceed  under  her  own 
eye,  and  under  the  management  of  Cecil. 

*  Buchanan  was  at  this  time  cuftodiary  of  thofe 
papers,  for  the  purpofe  of  exhibiting  them  at  York, 
and  was  writing,  at  that  very  time,  his  infamous 
Libel,  or  Dete&ion,  againft  the  Queen,  which  was 
publiihed  in  London  foon  after. 

^  2  They 
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They  are  accordingly  adjourned  from 
York  to  Weftminfter.  A  new  expedient 
was  now. to  be  thought  of,  with  regard  to 
the  Bond,  and  its  concomitant,  the  pre- 
tended confent  of  the  Queen  for  figning  it. 
Thefe  papers  could  not  bear  the  light; 
they  muft  not  now  be  expofcd  before 
fuch  acute  examiners  as  Queen  Elizabeth 
and  Cecil.  They  accordingly  are  kept 
back,  and  during  the  courfe  of  the  con- 
ferences at  Weftminfter  they  never  are 
mentioned  ;  nor  did  this  famous  Bond,  or 
confent  of  the  Queen,  ever  make  their  ap- 
pearance before  the  commiffioners  there. 
The  penetrating  Cecil  faw  the  defign,  and 
likewife  the  reafon,  of  this  fuppreffion,  and 
gave  way  to  it  *.  As  a  friend,  however, 
he  defired  to  fee  the  Bond,  which  he  knew 

*  The  public  owes  the  firft  difcovery  of  this  mafter- 
piece  of  fraud  to  the  learned  Mr.  Whitaker,  who, 
wiih  great  acutenefs,  has  penetrated  Murray's  fcheme, 
and  clearly  detedled  the  whole  fcene  of  iniquity.  I 
follow  Mr.  Whitaker  in  this  invefligation. 

had 
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had  been  privately  fhewn  to  the  Englifli 
commiflioners  at  York.  Here  a  new  per- 
ibn  makes  his  appearance  on  the  ftage : 
John  Read)  the  amanuenfis  of  Buchanan^ 
who  had  the  charge  of  the  writings*,  is 
fent  to  Secretary  Cecil  with  a  copy  of 
the  Bond,  but  without  the  fubfcriptions. 
Cecil,  however,  was  not  to  be  impofed 
upon,  as  the  commiflioners  at  York  had 
been.  He  faw  the  intended  fraud,  and 
Murray's  contrivance  for  concealing  his 
own  fubfcripticn.  Murray  was  ftill  in  the 
hands  of  a  friend.  Cecil  takes  the  copy 
of  the  Bond  from  John  Read^  written,  as 
it  bears,  in  his  own  hand :  the  fubfcrip- 
tions, however,  are  wanting.  Cecil  is  de- 

*  John  Read,  in  the  MS.  of  Calderwood's  Hiftory 
in  the  Univerfity  Library  at  Glafgow,  is  thus  de- 
figned,  "  Servitor  and  Writer  to  Mr.  George  Bu- 
"  chanan." 

The  MS.  tranflation  of  Buchanan's  Hiftory,  alfo 
at  Glafgow,  is  faid  to  have  been  made  "  by  John 
"  Read  Efquyar,  Servitor  and  Writer  to  Mr,  G. 
"  J3uchanan."  Whitaker,  vol.  ii.  p.  344. 

K  3  firous 
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firous  to  fee  them ;  yet  to  call  for  them, 
was  to  put  Murray  on  his  guard,  and 
would  not  arifwer  the  end  *.  They  who 
had  fupprefled,  might  vary  and  omit.— -He 
muft  aft  (to  ufe  the  words  of  Mr.  Whita-* 
ker,  whom  I  follow)  to  the  prefent  mo- 
ment. He  detains  the  amanuenfis.  He 
queftions  him  about  the  fubfcriptions.  He 
makes  his  memory  fupply,  by  a  lift,  which 
he  made  him  take  down,  what  his  pen  had 
omitted.  And  in  that  lift,  which  he  (Cecil) 
annexed  to  Read^s  copy  of  the  Bond,  which 
is  ftill  preferved  in  the  Cotton  Library, 
there  is  written  by  Cecil's  hand  thus ; 
"  The  names  of  fuch  of  the  Nobility  as 
"  fubfcribed  the  Bond,  fo  far  as  John 
"  Read  might  remember."  This  throws 
light  on  the  whole.  Murray's  name  is  the 
firft  in  Read's  lift  f. 

From    whence    did    Read    derive    the 
names  of  the  fubfcribers  ?    From  that  very 

*  Whitaker,  vol.  ii.  p.  345.  f  Anderfon,  ve>,l.  i. 

copy 
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copy  of  the  Bond  which  was  now  in  his 
own  cuftody,  to  which  were  annexed  the 
fubfcriptions,  and  of  which  he  had  been 
taking  a  tranfcript  juft  before,  without  the 
fubfcriptions.  He  therefore  could  not  be 
miftaken  in  the  names  which  he  mentioned 
as  there.  He  could  lead  of  all  be  mif- 
taken in  the  leading  name;  the  very  firft 
at  the  head  of  the  fubfcriptions.  He  might 
omit  names  that  were  aftually  there ;  but 
he  could  not  mention  any  as  there,  which 
were  not  fo.  And  he  could  not  poflibly 
mention  a  name,  as  the  very  frji  of  all 
there,  which  was  not  there  at  all.  Yet, 
the  very^/fry?  name  in  John  Read  the  rebel 
Secretary's  lift  is  Murray's.  This  is  very 
aftonifhing.  This  is  little  known*;  but 

it 

*  It  is  not  from  want  of  knowledge,  that  this  im- 
portant fact,  now  firft  laid  open  by  the  penetration  of 
Mr.  Whitaker,  has  been  overlooked.  It  is  difficult 
for  an  honeft  man  to  put  himfelf  in  the  fituation  and 
circumftances .of  a  knave,  fo  as  at  firft  to  enter  into 
his  plan.  Murray,  from  his  outfetting,  had  wrapped 
K  4  himfelf 
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it  is  very  certain,  and  ought  to  be  known 
to  all.  It  lays  open  a  large  fcene  of  vil- 
lany  in  that  fingular  man,  who  affedted 
in  general  a  charader  the  very  reverfe  of 
what  he  merited, — -"  In  this,  and  in  all 
"  his  condud:,  he  appears  the  moft  finifhed 
"  hypocrite  that  human  vicioufnefs  working 
"  upon  human  wifdom  has  ever  engen-* 
«  dered  *. 

"  He  had  gone  off  the  ftage  juft  as  the 
"  curtain  drew  up,  at  the  feizure  of  Mary, 
u  and  at  the  murder  of  Darnley,  The  one 
"  retirement  refieds  a  ftrong  light  upon  the 
"  other.  He  went  away  only  one  day 

*  Whitaker,  vol.  ii.  p.  343,  et  feq. 

himfelf  clofe  in  his  cloke  of  fan&ity;  he  was  not  at 
firfl  fight  to  be  dete&ed.  He  was  cautious  and  guarded 
in  every  (rep.  That  excefs,  that  ftudied  guardednefs, 
now  betrays  him.  It  awakens  fufpicion  ;  it  calls  for  a, 
retrofpedion  of  the  conduft  of  this  arch-  hypocrite  ;  and 
we  now  gradually  trace  him  through  all  his  doubling, 
through  all  his  mazes,  until  his  laft  mafrer-ftroke  of 
confuinmate  knavery ! 

«'  before 
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"  before  the  murder ;  he  went  away  feveral 
"  before  the  feizure. 

"  He  then  retired  on  the  gth  of  April, 
"  but  he  figned  the  bond  which  produced 
"  the  feizure  before  his  departure ;  he  was 
"  therefore  the  firft  who  figned  it.  So  eager 
"  was  he  to  pufh  on  a  bufmefs,  of  which 
"  he  reaped  all  the  advantage  afterwards  ; 
"  and  fo  long  had  the  plan  been  in  agita- 
*  tion  amongft  Murray  and  his  aflbciates." 

Let  us  return  to  Sir  James  Balfour.  When 
he  gave  a  copy  of  the  Bond  of  the  Nobles  to 
the  rebels,  he  took  care  to  retain  in  his  hands 
the  original  Bond.  That  we  have  feen  was 
carefully  kept  fecret  during  all  the  time  of 
the  conferences  :  and  while  the  rebels  were 
pouring  in  their  forged  evidences  againft 
the  Queen,  the  Bond  with  the  names  of 
the  Nobles,  that  important  paper  which  be- 
longed to  her,  and  would  have  ferved  to 
jullify  her,  was  ftolen  and  kept  from  her 

by 
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by  Balfour,  and  is  now  fupprefled  by  Mur- 
ray, the  publication  of  which,  his  fubfcription 
being  fubjoined  to  it,  would  have  pointed 
out  his  premeditated  defign  of  betraying 
her  into  the  ill-fated  marriage  with  Both- 
well 

That  Murray,  I  fay,  for  his  own  fake, 
ftioutd  have  fupprefled  the  Bond,  is  not  to 
be  wondered  at;  but  that  Balfour,  who 
owed  every  thing  to  the  Queen,  by  whpfe 
liberality  he  had  been  raifed  from  obfcurity 
to  honour  anc}  opulence,  fhould  have  kept 
up  the  Bond,  and  lent  his  aid  to  ruin  his 
fovereign  and  benefa£trefs,  fhews  fuch  de- 
pravity of  heart,  as  can  only  be  paralleled 
by  his  aflbciates  in  that  flagitious  age.  At 
the  diftance  of  a  dozen  of  years  after  the 
conferences  in  England  broke  up,  when  it 
could  be  of  no  uie,  a  copy  of  the  Bond, 
with  the  omiffion  of  fome  of  the  fub- 
fcriptions  to  it,  .was  fent  by  Balfour  to 
Queen  Mary,  in  a  letter  dated  the  3oth  of 

January 
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January  1581.  About  the  fame  time  like- 
wife,  a  copy  of  it  was  lodged  in  the  Scots 
college  of  Paris,  figned  and  attefted  by 
Sir  James  Balfour.  This  laft  copy  was 
probably  given  by  him  to  the  Scots  college 
when  in  France,  where  he  was  in  February 
1581,  as  we  fee  from  Secretary  Walfing- 
ham's  letter  of  that  date  to  Randolph  *. 

But  it  may  be  aiked,  For  what  reafon  did 
Sir  James  Balfour  keep  up  the  original  Bond 
with  the  fubfcriptions  ?  This  writing  be- 
longed to  the  Queen ;  why  did  he  with- 
hold it  from  her,  and  now,  at  the  diftance 
of  twelve  years,  only  fend  her  a  copy  ?  As 
he  appeared  careful  to  have  it  preferred, 
why,  in  place  of  the  original  Bond,  does  he 
depofit  only  a  copy,  attefted  by  himfelf, 
in  the  Scots  college  ?  The  reafon  is  ob- 
vious ;  he  had  figned  the  original  Bond 
himfelf,  which  he  now  wanted  to  conceal ; 

*  Cotton  Lib.   Calig.  C.  6.    Goodall's  Preface  to 
Sir  James  Balfour's  Pra&ices. 

he 
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he  could  operate  upon  the  copies  that  were 
to  be  attefted  by  himfelf  only. 

He  garbled  the  fubfcriptions  to  his  mind, 
to  ferve  his  party. 

By  this  means  Balfour's  attefted  copy  in 
the  Scots  college  differs,  in  the  fubfcriptions, 
from  Cecil's  copy,  from  the  hands  of  John 
Read,  The  names  of  feveral  of  the  Lords 
which  are  in  this  laft,  are  fuppreffed  by 
Balfour  in  his  attefted  copy.  Cecil's  copy 
bears  the  name  of  Murray,  as  the  firft  who 
fubfcribed  the  Bond,  as  alfo  that  of  Glen- 
cairn  ;  and  in  the  inftruclions  figned  by 
nineteen  of  the  firft  peers  of  Scotland,  i2th 
of  September  1568,  and  fent  to  Queen 
Mary's  Commiflioners,  the  names  of  Mor- 
ton, Sempil,  Lindfay,  and  Sir  James  Bal- 
four himfelf,  are  all  mentioned  as  having 
fubfcribed  the  Bond  *. — In  Sir  James  Bal- 
four's attefted  copy,  the  names  of  his 

*  Queen  Mary's  Regifter,    Goodall,  vol.  ii.  p.  361. 

friends, 
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friends,  Murray,  Glencairn,  Lindfay,  and 
his  own  name,  as  we  have  faid,  are  all 
omitted.  What  faith  then  is  to  be  given 
to  Balfour's  copy,  contradided  'by  fuch 
authentic  evidence,  the  Reader  may  judge. 

If  it  fhall  be  afked,  Why  the  names  of 
thofe  peers  are  omitted  by  Balfour,  which 
are  pointedly  fet  down  in  Read's  lift  given 
by  him  to  Cecil  ?  the  fame  reafon  may 
be  given  that  made  him  fupprefs  his  own 
name:  they  were  his  friends,  the  chiefs 
of  the  party  againft  the  Queen.  The  name 
of  Murray,  particularly,  who  had  left  Scot- 
land ten  days  before  Bothwell's  fupper, 
would  have  led  to  the  detection  of  the  pre- 
meditated fcheme  of  the  party. 

But  why  did  not  Balfour  then  likewifc 
fupprefs  his  friend  Morton's  name  in  his 
copy  ?  For  this  good  reafon  :  In  January 
1581,  when  he  lent  his  copy  of  the  Bond 
to  Queen  Mary,  and  recorded  it  in  the 
2  Scots 
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Scots  college,  Morton  had  become  his* 
enemy,  and  the  enemy  of  all  his  former 
friends.  He  had  put  to  death  Kirkaldie,  and 
perfecuted  to  defpair  and  death  Lething- 
ton,  and  made  Balfour  himfelf  take  re- 
fuge in  France.  So  that  he  was  then  de- 
ferted,  and  univerfally  deteiled  by  the  whole 
party.  That  Sir  James  Ealfour  at  this 
time  had  become  his  bitter  enemy,  we  have 
a  certain  teftimony,  from  Secretary  Wal- 
fingham's  letter  to  Randolph,  3d  Febru- 
ary 1580-1  ;  wherein  he  tells  him,  that 
Sir  James  Balfour  is  brought  from  France 
to  produce  evidence  againft  Morton  at  his 
trial,  at  this  time*. 

But  the  Peers,  in  their  inftruclions  above 
quoted,  do  not  mention  Murray.  True. 
Neither  do  they  mention  Glencairn,  who 
alfo  figned  the  Bond.  The  Peers,  when 
they  prefented  their  inftrudions  in  Sep- 

*  The  time  of  the  Earl  of  Morton's  trial  wasJn 
June  1581, 

tefnber 
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tember  1568,  were  not  pofleffed  of  the 
Bond.  They  fpoke  from  memory  only, 
and  they  name  only  three  of  the  rebel 
party,  with  a  general  reference  to  the  whole. 
The  Bond  was  figned  after  f upper  ^  late, 
on  the  i  gth,  or,  according  to  Sir  James 
Balfour's  attefted  copy,  early  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  2oth  of  April;  anlmis  omnium 
ad  hilarltatem  folutls ;  after  drinking  very 
heartily,  as  we  at  any  time  in  Scotland 
might  explain  the  phrafe.  The  circum- 
ftance  of  Murray  being  at  the  time 
out  of  Scotland,  might  make  the  Peers 
doubtful,  from  memory,  as  to  their  feeing 
his  fignature,  and  therefore  cautious  as  to 
their  naming  him  particularly,  until  they 
could  do  fo  with  more  certainty.  They 
foon  after  did  fo.  Soon  after  the  con- 
ferences in  England  broke  up,  the  learned 
Bifliop  of  Rofs  publifhed  his  Defence  of 
the  Honour  of  his  opprefled  Sovereign. 
By  that  time  the  Lords  of  Queen  Mary's 
party  had  got  fuch  intelligence  of  Murray's 

having 
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having  figned  the  Bond,  that  the  Biiliop  ill 
his  Defence  openly  addrefles  Murray  thus  t 
"  Call  you  this  a  voluntary  affignation  of 
"  the  regiment  (government)  to  you  Earl 
"  of  Murray  ?"  It  then  proceeds,  "  I  afk 
"  then  as  before  of  youy  Why,  through  the 
fpecial  fute  and  procurement  of  your  fac- 
tion (meaning  Morton  and  Lindfay),  was 
Both  well  acquitted  ?  Why  did  you,  with 
"  a  great  number  of  the  Nobility,  move 
<c  further  and  worke  the  faid  marriage," 
of  the  Queen  with  Bothwell,  "  as  moft 
u  meete  and  neceflary  for  your  Quene  ? 
ic  Why  did  you,  as  by  your  band-writing 
"  it  will  appear 'e,  proffer  and  promife  to 
him  your  faithfull  fervice,  and  to  her 
your  loyall  obeifance  ?  Why  did  none  of 
all  your  faftton"  &c.  &c,  *  The  exadt- 
nefs  of  the  writer,  in  diftinguifhing  what 
he  attributes  to  the  whole  party  in  general, 
and  what  to  Murray  in  particular,  ferves 

*  Defence,  p,  38.  42.  and  26.— Anderfon,  vol.  i. 

to 
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to  prove  the  accuracy  of  his  obfervations, 
and  to  give  a  greater  certainty  to  all. 

In  Read's  or  Cecil's  lift,  there  is  men- 
tioned the  Earl  of  Eglinton,  with  a  very 
particular  circumftance,  which  fhews  the 
accuracy  of  the  writer:  The  Earl  Q^  Eglinton 
(fays  Read)  fubfcrlbed  nofy  but  flipped 
away.  Eglinton  was  at  the  fupper,  but  his 
name  is  not  fet  down  in  either  of  the  lifts* 

I  fhall  conclude  this  inveftigation  of  the 
hiftory  of  the  Bond,  and  of  the  lifts  of  the 
fubfcribers  of  it,  with  another  obfervation 
of  Mr.  Whitaker's,  which  ought  to  be 
weighed  in  the  fcale  ;  that  is,  the  afTertion 
of  the  nobility,  the  friends  of  Queen  Mary, 
"  That  the  maift  part  of  the  nobilitie,  and 
"  princlpallie  of  the  ufurparls^  gave  thir 
"  confent  to  the  Erie  Bothwell." 

This  laft  is  verified  by  the  lifts  them- 
felves  *,  from  which  the  following  con- 

*  This  was  firft  obferved  by  Mr.  Whitaker,  vol.  ii. 
P-  353- 

VOL.  II.  L  clufions 
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clufions  refult,  the  importance  of  which 
muft  ftrike  every  attentive  Reader,  ift, 
The  amazing  influence  and  weight  which 
Murray  at  this  time  muft  have  had.  2dly, 
That  the  leading  fteps  to  the  Queen's 
difaftrous  marriage  with  Bothwell,  were 
devifed  and  brought  about  by  Murray  and 
his  confederates,  as  is  proved  by  the  pre- 
ceding evidence. 

It  is  no  wonder  then,  that,  according  to 
Dr,  Robertfon's  obfervation,  thofe  nobles 
who  had  figned  this  fata!  Bond,  fhould 
ftudioufly  avoid  fpeaking  of  it.  Yet  let  it 
alfo  be  remarked,  that  when  they  thought 
themfelves  obliged  to  do  it,  they  declare 
the  truth,  that  her  Majefty  was  induced 
to  confent  to  the  marriage,  by  the  Bond 
fubfcribed  by  moft  of  them,  and  princi- 
pally by  the  ufurpers  *.  No  wonder  they 
felt  remorfe  in  reflecting  on  the  train  they 
had  been  feduced  into,  and  the  confequent 

*  Goodall,  vol.  ii.  p.  361. 

ruin 
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ruin  of  the  Queen,  of  which  they  had  been 
made  the  iuftruments  and  accomplices,  with 
her  enemies  !  A  ftrong  proof  of  their  fen- 
timents ;  and  what  tends  to  fhew  at  this  day 
that  they  were  convinced  of  her  innocence, 
is,  that  by  far  the  greater  part  and  moft 
eminent  of  the  Scottiih  nobility,  and  of  the 
barons  and  gentry,  joined  in  aflerting  her 
innocence,  and  rofe  in  arms  to  vindicate 
her  right*;  and  would  have  prevailed 

againft 

*  Upon  the  Queen's  efcape  from  Lochleven  to  the 
palace  of  Hamilton,  (he  was  immediately  joined  by 
far  the  greateft  part,  and  moft  powerful  of  the  Scottish 
nobility  and  gentry.  There  is  extant  in  the  Cotton 
Library,  the  Bond  of  Aflbciation,  formed  and  fub- 
fcribed  by  them,  in  which  appear  twenty-feven  lords, 
nine  bifhops,  and  the  moft  powerful  of  the  barons.— 
Keith,  p.  475.  Robertfon,  vol.  i.  p.  454.  In  1571 
and  1572,  the  loyalifts  for  the  Queen  had  driven  the 
ufurpers  from  the  capital  of  Edinburgh,  and  were 
mafters  of  its  ftrong  caftle,  and  of  moft  of  the  fortrefles 
in  the  kingdom.  The  Earl  of  Huntly  and  the  Gor- 
dons carried  all  before  them  in  the  North.  The  Duke 
of  Chattelrault,  and  the  Hamiltons,  defeated  Sempil, 

L  2  and 
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againft  the  ufurpers  of  her  government,  but 
for  the  infamous  interference  which  Queen 
Elizabeth  made,  in  fupporting  them  with 
both  money  and  troops,  while  with  cruel 
policy  me  kept  the  unfortunate  Queen 
Mary  her  prifoner  in  England  :  in  return 
for  which,  thefe  abandoned  flaves  fold  to 
her  the  independency  of  their  country  ! 

From  this  digreffion  on  the  hiftory  of  the 
Bond  of  the  Scotch  nobility,  foliciting 
Queen  Mary  to  marry  the  Earl  of  Both- 
well,  which  is  a  fact  of  great  importance, 
and  at  the  fame  time  one  of  the  moft  ob- 
fcure  and  dark  tranfactions  of  that  age, 
I  now  return  to  my  fubjed. 

After  all,  it  muft  be  confeffed  that 
the  moft  exceptionable  ftep  in  Queen 
Mary's  conduct,  appears  to  be  her  con- 

and  commanded  in  the  Weft ;  the  Lords  Maxwell  and 
Herries,  with  Ker  of  Ferniehirft,  and  Scott  of  Buc- 
cleugh,  triumphed  in  the  South. — Crawfurd,  p.  262. 

fenting 
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fenting  to  marry  the  Earl  of  Bothwellj  the 
perfon  afperfed  with  being  concerned  in 
the  murder  of  the  Lord  Darnley.  That 
Mary  believed  him  innocent,  and  that  the 
aflbciation  of  the  nobility  in  his  favour 
muft  have  ferved  to  .confirm  h^r  in  that 
opinion,  we  muft  allow.  To  abfolve  her 
from  any  participation  of  guilt  on  that  ac- 
count, is  no  more  than  doing  her  juftice  ;  at 
the  fame  time,  to  acquit  her  of  indifcretion, 
in  fuffering  herfelf  to  be  precipitated  into 
fo  rafli  and  Hl-advifed  a  meafure,  I  fliall 
not  attempt :  that  fatal  ftep  gave  to  her 
enemies,  who  lay  in  wait  to  undo  her, 
every  advantage,  and  haftened  her  ruin* 

The  Queers  enemies  have  made  her 
marriage  with  the  Earl  of  Bothwell  the  teft 
or  proof  of  a  fuppofed  previous  criminal 
amour  between  them ;  hence  her  acceflion 
to  the  whole  crimes  with  which  they  have 
thought  proper  to  load  her,  is  prefumed. 
L  3  How- 
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However,  when  the  unhappy  fituation  of  this 
ill-fated  princefs,  at  that  fatal  period,  is  at- 
tended to,  befet  as  fhe  then  was  by  a  powerful 
confederacy  of  the  moft  daring,  wicked,  and 
unprincipled  of  men,  by  whofe  traitorous 
councils  fhe  was  mifled,  humanity  ought  ra- 
ther to  induce  us  to  pity  her  misfortunes 
than  to  aggravate  thefe  into  crimes.  Can- 
dour muft  acknowledge,  her  enemies  eveu 
confefs,  that  her  virtue  and  conduct  were 
unblemifhed  and  irreproachable  from  her 
infancy,  until  the  death  of  her  hufband 
Lord  Darnley.  It  is  not  therefore  fo  eafy 
to  conceive,  how  a  princefs,  poffefled  of 
every  grace  that  could  adorn  woman,  fhould 
at  once,  from  the  throne  of  virtue,  fink 
into  the  abyfs  of  vice,  and  all  from  the 
moft  violent  paflion  of  love,  with  whicji  it 
is  fuppofed  fhe  was  intoxicated, 

Mary  was  then  fcarce  twenty-four  years 
of  age,  in  the  full  bloom  of  youth  and 
beauty,  while  the  Earl  of  Bothwell,  at 

HQ 
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no   time   remarkable    on    account    of  his 
good  looks,  was  paft  the  meridian  of  life  *„ 

This 

*  In  the  former  edition  it  is  faid,  that  Bothwell  was 
at  this  time  declined  in  the  vale  of  years,  fuppofed 
about  fixty.  Our  authorities  for  this  were  two  facts, 
recorded  by  Buchanan,  which  muft  have  been  well 
known  to  him,  and  wherein  he  could  have  had  no  bias 
to  warp  him  from  truth.  Buchanan  relates,  that  James 
Hepburn  Earl  of  Bothwell  (1544)  was  rival  to  the 
Earl  of  Lennox,  father  to  Lord  Darnley,  then  a  youth, 

and   fuitor  to  the  Queen   Dowager. 1  (hall  give 

the  words  of  Buchanan  :  "  Matheus  Stuartus  Leviniae 
"  Comes— Huic  juveni,  in  ipfojuventae  flore;— lib.  15. 
c<  cap.  8. — acceffit  aemulus  Jacobus  Heburnus  Comes 
"  Bothueliae.  Is  eifdem  artibus  Reginae  viduae  nup- 
"  tias  ambiebat,  et  eminebant,  in  utroque  naturae  et 
"  fortunae  dotes,  magis  fimiles  quam  aequales  :  Itaque 
"  cum  Bothwelius  cetera  pene  par,  in  omni  autem 
**  certamine  et  armorum  ludicra  meditatione,  elTet 
"  inferior."  Id.  lib.  xv.  cap.  12. — To  corroborate 
this,  Buchanan  mentions  another  fad,  that  Lady  Reres, 
then  an  old  woman,  had  been  a  miftrefs  to  the  Earl  of 
Bothwell  in  her  youth — "  Rerefia,  qus  inter  pellices 
<c  Bothwelii  fuerat,  nunc  inclinata  aetate  ad  Leno- 
"  ciniam  fe  contulerat," — And  again,  "  Rerefia,  mu- 
"  lier  et  setate  et  corpore  gravis."  Detedio,  p,  2,  3. 
—James  Earl  of  Bothwell,  the  hufband  of  Queen  Mary, 

L  4  was 
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This  in  a  romance  would  need  explanation, 
would  at  leaft  require  more  folid,  more  con- 
vincing 

was  the  only  Earl  of  that  name  in  the  family.  His 
father  was  Patrick,  and  his  grandfather  Adam.  This 
is  proved  by  a  paper  N°  IV.  in  the  Appendix.  The 
original  is  in  the  archives  of  the  family  of  Hamilton. 
Since  the  former  edition  of  this  Inquiry,  Lord  Hailes, 
in  his  Remarks  on  the  Hiftory  of  Scotland,  mentions 
a  writing  in  his  pofleiTion,  which  proves,  that  Patrick, 
the  father  of  James  Earl  of  Bothwell,  died  anno  1556. 
It  is  thence  argued,  that  James  Earl  of  Bothwell, 
who  married  Queen  Mary,  could  not  be  the  perfon 
who  was  fuitor  to  her  mother  in  1544;  and  there- 
fore that  Buchanan,  although  cotemporary  with  the 
perfons,  and  acquainted  with  the  fa&s,  made  a  grofs 
miftake  in  the  name  of  James,  in  place  of  Patrick 
his  father,  who  muil  have  been  the  fuitor  to  the 
Queen  Dowager. 

The  late  Patrick  Lord  Elibank,  in  his  Letter  to 
Lord  Hailes  on  his  Remarks  on  the  Hiftory  of  Scot- 
land, printed  the  fame  year,  has  cleared  up  this  point. 
He  proves  to  demonstration,  that  Patrick,  the  father  of 
James,  who  died  anno  1556,  according  to  Lord 
Hailes,  could  not  be  the  fuitor  of  the  Queen  Dowager. 
I  (hall  tranfcribe  his  words:  "  He,  Patrick,  muft  have 
"  been  a  married  man  as  early  as  the  year  1534  at 
f6  furtheft,  fmce  he  had  a  lawful  fona  born  in  wedlock, 
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vincing  proof,  than  prefumptions  founded 
upon  an  ill-advifed  marriage,  into  which, 

the 

**  who  fucceeded  him  in  his  honours  and  eftate  anno 
*<  1556,  and  who  was  immediately  put  at  the  head  of 
*'  the  Scottifh  army.  If  therefore  Patrick  propofed  to 
"  marry  the  Queen  Dowager  in  1544,  he  muft  have 
<£  been  a  widower,  loaded  with  a  fon  and  heir,  and 
*c  therefore  could  not  be  the  perfon  defcrihed  by  Bu» 
«*  chanan  as  *  Jimilis  et  par  to  Lennox,  juvenis  in  ipfo 
"  flore  juventa;.9  '  A  lad  in  the  dawn  or  bloflbm  of 
<;  youth.'  No  part  of  Buchanan's  narrative  can  be  fo 
"  tortured,"  continues  Lord  Elibank,  "  as  to  apply 
u  to  Patrick,  the  father  of  James.  Buchanan,  then, 
"  muft  either  mean  James,  when  he  mentions  him  by 
"  name,  or  the  whole  ftory  told  by  him  of  the  rivalfhip 
**  mud  be  a  fi&ion,  which  he  had  no  inducement  to 
«<  make.'' 

•  Poor  Buchanan  !  what  a  blow  is  ready  to  fall  upon 
you,  from  a  friend's  arm  too  !  But  a  generous 
adverfary  advances  to  protect  you  by  warding  the 
blow  ! 

"  Oppofuit  molem  clypei,   texitque  jacentem." 
Lord   Elibank,   with  the  peculiar   acutenefs,    genius, 
and  candour  which  diftinguifhed  that  learned  noble- 
man, has  folved  the  apparent  difficulty,  and,  for  the 
fake  of  the  poet  and  of  truth,   hath  faved  the  Hifto- 

fian  for  this  time, 

James, 
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the  neceffity  of  the  times,  and  the  wicked 
and  deep-laid  fchemes  of  a  confederacy  for 

her 

James,  literally,  was  not  Earl  of  Bothweil  when 
he  made  fuit  to  Queen  Mary's  mother  in  1 544,  his 
father  Earl  Patrick  being  then  alive.  But,  fays  Lord 
Elibank,  it  is  ufual  to  afcribe  to  a  man,  under  the 
title  he  is  chiefly  known  by,  the  actions  of  his  youth. 
Thus  we  fay,  Auguftus  prevailed  at  Philippi,  though 
he  was  not  Auguftus  till  feveral  years  after  :  The 
Prince  of  Conde  won  the  battle  of  Rocroi,  though 
then  only  Due  d'Enguienne.  Now  to  reconcile  this 
with  the  Hiftorian's  narrative  ;  James  Hepburn,  after- 
wards Earl  of  Bothweil,  Jimilis  et  par  to  the  Earl 
of  Lennox,  in  1544.)  then  in  the  dawn  or  bloflbm  of 
youth  (twenty  or  twenty-one  years  of  age),  was  fuitor 
to  the  Queen-mother.  On  his  father's  death,  in  1556, 
he  muft  have  been  thirty-two  or  thirty-three  years  of 
age,  at  which  time  (fay  the  inductions  to  Quegn 
Mary's  ambafiador  in  France,  which  probably  were 
di&ated  by  Bothweil  himfelf,  on  his  marriage  with 
the  Queen),  <c  although  he  was  of  very  young  age^ 
«c  yet  was  he  choferi  out  as  moft  fit  of  the  whole 
*'  nobility  to  be  lieutenant-general  upon  the  Border, 
*c  with  the  whole  charge,  to  defend  as  well  as  to 

*c  afTail." Although  thirty-two  or  thirty-three  years^ 

qf  age,  properly  fpeaking,  cannot  be  faid  to  be  a  very 
young  man,  yet  furely  a  general  of  that  age,  at  ths 

hea4 
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her    deftru&ion,    may    with    more    rea- 
fon,   and  much  more  humanity,  be  fup- 

pofed 

head  of  an  army,  may  not  improperly  be  faid  to  be 
a  young  general.  Agreeable  therefore  to  Buchanan's 
Narrative,  James  Hepburn,  the  rival  of  Lennox  in 
1544,  who,  at  his  father's  death  in  1556,  might 
be  thirty-three,  muft  have  been  forty-four  years  old 
when  he  married  Queen  Mary  in  1567. 

The  Author  of  this  Inquiry  here  acknowledges  his 
error  in  computing  the  age  of  Bothwell  at  fixty  at 
his  marriage,  when  in  truth  he  was  forty-four  only. 
Although  he  could  not  be  faid  to  have  been  declined 
in  the  vale  of  years,  yet  he  was  then  pad  the  prime  of 
age,  and  entered  into  the  vale  of  years,  a  middle-aged 
nian,  who  might  have  been  father  to  the  Queen,  and 
not  eafily  to  be  imagined  the  objecl:  of  love ;  of  love 
next  to  frenzy,  as  is  fuppofed,  of  the  beauteous  Mary, 
then  in  the  bloom  of  twenty-four. 

After  Lord  Hailes  and  Lord  Elibank,  the  Mif- 
(ellaneous  Remarker  on  the  Inquiry,  &c.  enters  the 
lifts. 

This  Knight  advances  in  the  colours  and  livery  of 
Queen  Mary;  as  a  pretended  friend  he  tells  us,  u  That 
**  the  intercourfe  between  her  and  the  Earl  of  Both- 
<*  well  was  ill-fated,  and  in  its  confequences  difaftrous, 
w  but  with  refpcft  to  her  it  was  innocent" 

He 
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pofed  to  have  precipitated  the  unfortunate 

Queen. 

Let 

He  then,  with  much  regret,  no  doubt,  hints,  that 

the  caufe  of  Mary  has  been  hurt  by  her  advocates. 

"  The  champions  of  her  honour,  when  they  fpeak  of 
"  that  intercourfe,"  fays  he,  "  ought  to  combat  with 
**  weapons  of  proof,  and  not  with  the  telum  imbeUe 
«  fine  ifiu— of  old  Priam." 

Such,  it  feems  (in  his  opinion),  was  the  argument 
ufed  by  the  Author  of  the  Inquiry,  when  he  fays  (as  in 
his  former  edition),  that  Both  well  was  a  man  of  fixty, 
already  declined  in  the  vale  of  years.  All  this,  fays 
our  champion,  is  a  miftake,  arifing  from  confound- 
ing James  Earl  of  Bothwell  with  his  father  Patrick. 

The  Author  of  the  Inquiry  has  frankly  acknow- 
ledged he  was  in  a  miftake,  not  in  confounding  the 
name  of  James  with  Patrick,  which  laft,  Lord  Elibank 
has  demonftrated,  could  not  be  meant  as  the  rival  of 
Lennox ;  but  his  miftake  was  in  the  computation  of 
Earl  James's  age  to  be  fixty  inftead  of  forty-four,  at 
his  marriage  with  Queen  Mary.  This  miftake,  how- 
ever, was  not  the  Author's ;  he  was  led  into  it,  as  he 
has  fhewn,  by  Buchanan;  he  has  given  his  authori- 
ties vtrbatim  from  the  Hiftorian  ;  fo  that  every  perfon, 
as  well  as  himfelf,  was  at  liberty  to  make  the  com- 
putation, and  to  judge  of  the  folidity  of  his  argument 
founded  on  it.  But  this  pretended  friend  of  Queen 

Mary 
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Let  us  confider  this  matter  a  little  fur- 
ther, and  afcertain  what  degree  of  merit 

the 

Mary  will  find  it  difficult  to  apologize  for  what  is 
much  worfe  than  a  miftake  on  his  part,  of  a  wilful 
fuppreffion  of  Lord  Elibank's  folution  of  the  above 
intricacy  in  Buchanan's  narrative  (of  which  I  have 
given  an  abflracl:  as  above),  in  his  letter  to  Lord 
Hailes,  and  which  the  Mifcellaneous  Remarker,  who 
app'ears  to  be  thoroughly  verfant  in  the  whole  contro- 
verfy,  muft  have  feen,  as  it  was  publifhed  immediately 
after  Lord  Hailes's  Remarks. 

As  to  Buchanan's  other  ftory  of  Lady  Reres,  qua 
inter  pellices  Bothuelii  fuerat,  fed  nunc  indinata  estate 
ad  Lenoclmam  fe  contulerat :  This,  fays  the  Mifcel- 
laneous Remarker,  is  one  of  Buchanan's  goffipping  and 
malicious  ftories,  which  is  rather  too  ludicrous  to  be 
mentioned  by  the  Author  of  the  Inquiry  :  ergo%  ac- 
cording to  the  Remarker,  no  faith  is  to  be  given 
to  it! 

Strange  this !  when,  in  the  very  leaf  before,  our 
Author,  in  order  to  difprove  the  Inquirer's  account  of 
Bothwell's  age,  quotes  a  fimilar  goffipping  (lory  from 
the  very  fame  Buchanan,  viz.  "  that  Bothwell  was 
"  brought  up  in  the  Bifhop  of  Murray's  palace,  a 
"  maifl  corrupt  houfe  in  drunkenefs  and  whoredomes." 
His  reflection  is — "  We  may  aflure  ourfelves  that 
'*  Buchanan  would  not  have  afierted,  that  Bothwell 

"  was 
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the  Earl  of  Bothwell  had  acquired,   and 
the  Queen's  fituation  at  the  unlucky  period 

of 

"  was  brought  up  in  the  houfe  of  the  Bifhop  of  Mur- 
"  ray,  if  that  circumftance  had  not  been  publicly 
«  known." 

An  inftance  this,  of  the  gentleman's  candour  ! 
Our  Author  afks,  with  a  fneer,  Where  does  the 
Inquirer  learn  that  Dame  Reres  was  in  her  youth,  when 
fhe  was  the  miftrefs  of  Bothwell ;  fince  fhe  might  have 
been  engaged  in  her  vocation  for  twenty-five  years 
before  Hie  turned  bawd  ?  The  queftion  is  fingular. 
To  anfwer  the  Gentleman,  who  appears  an  adept  in 
the  fchool  of  Venus,  may  expofe  my  ignorance,  as  he 
hints  at,  in  thefe  affairs.  I  confefs,  I  took  it  for 
granted,  that  the  pellex  Bothueliiy  was  not  indinata 
&tate\  that  Bothwell's  miftrefs  could  not  be  an  old 
woman!  and  that  a  young  Nobleman  would  fcarce 
chufe  to  form  a  connexion  with  an  old  bawd,  unlefs  he 
had  no  money  to  purchafe  a  young  wench. 

"  The  Author  of  the  Inquiry,5*  fays  the  Remarker, 
"  appears  to  be  Ignorant  of  this  hiftorical  fad"  (he  is 
indeed),  "  that  in  thofe  times  it  was  the  province  of 
**  elderly  ladies  to  form  young  men  of  quality ;"  that 
is,  to  initiate  them  in  the  fchool  of  debauchery.  What 
profundity  of  ufeful,  of  refined  reading  and  knowledge, 
is  here  difplayed  by  the  Mifcellaneous  Remarker  ! 

Thus> 
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of  her  marriage  with  this  Nobleman, 
James  Earl  of  Bothwell,  hereditary  High 
Admiral  of  Scotland,  was  the  head  of  an 
ancient  family,  and  by  his  extenfive  poflef- 
fions  and  numerous  vaflals,  one  of  the  mod 
powerful  Noblemen  in  the  kingdom.  His 
valour  in  the  wars  with  the  Englifh  in  the 
late  Queen-Regent's  time,  had  advanced 
him  to  be  her  Lieutenant-general,  and  War- 
den of  the  Marches.  I  fhall  chiefly  follow 
Dr.  Robertfon.  "  When  almoft  every 
"  perfon  of  diftindtion  in  the  kingdom, 
"  whether  Papift  or  Proteftant,  had  joined 
"  the  Congregation  in  oppofing  the  m- 
"  croachments  of  the  French  upon  the  II- 
"  berties  of  the  nation,  the  Earl  of  Both- 
tf  well  adhered  to  the  Queen-Regent,  and 
<c  afted  with  vigour  on  her  fide.  The 
"  fuccefs  which  attended  the  arms  of  the 

Thus,  under  the  difguife  of  a  pretended  friend 
to  Mary,  the  Remarker  endeavours  to  rob  the 
•nfortunate  Queen  of  the  principal  arguments  in  her 
defence. 

7  "  Congre- 
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ce  Congregation  having  obliged  him  to  re* 
<c  tire  to  France  *,  he  was  taken  into  the 
"  Queen's,  fervice,  and  continued  with  her 
"  till  the  time  of  her  return  to  Scotland. 
"  From  that  period  every  ftep  of  his  con* 
"  duel:  towards  Mary  was  remarkably 
"dutiful;  and  amidft  all  the  ihiftings  of 
ct  fadion,  we  fcarcely  ever  find  him  hold- 
"  ing  any  courfe  which  could  be  offenfive 
"  to  her."  I  muft  here  beg  leave  to  add  a 
fentence  to  the  Doctor's  account.  For  this 
fidelity  and  dutiful  attachment  to  his  Sove* 
reign,  and  his  unfhaken  firmnefs  in  oppo- 
fition  to  the  feditious  infurre&ions  which 
difturbed  her  reign,  he  \vas  hated  and  de- 
tefted  by  Murray,  who  had  very  oppofite 
views  for  himfelf,  and  therefore  had  the 
influence,  in  fpite  of  Bothwell's  fervices, 
to  procure  his  banimment  a  fecond  time. 
"  When  Murray's  proceedings  with  regard 
"  to  her  marriage  gave  umbrage  to  the 

*  At  which  time  his  houfes  and  rich  moveables  were 
facked  and  deftroyed.     Keith,  p.  388. 

"  Qijeenj 
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c<  Queen  *,  fhe  recalled  Bothwell  from  that 
"  banifhment  into  which  (he  had  with  re-* 
"  ludtance  driven  him ;  and  confidered  his 
zeal  and  abilities  as  the  moft  powerful 
fupports  of  her  authority.  When  the  con- 
fpirators  againft  Rizzio  feized  her  perfon, 
"  he  became  the  chief  inftrument  of  reco- 
"  vering  her  liberty,  and  ferved  her  on 
<c  that  occafion  with  fo  much  fidelity  and 
*c  fuccefs,  as  made  the  deepeft  impreflion 
"  on  her  mind,  and  greatly  increafed  the 
"  confidence  which  fhe  had  hitherto  placed 
"  in  him." 

The  inference  Dr.  Robertfon  makes  from 
this  account  of  Bothwell,  his  fervices  and 
attachment  to  Queen  Mary,  is,  that  he 
could  fcarce  fail  of  captivating  her  heart. 

*  Murray,  as  we  have  feen,  took  the  field,  and  ap- 
peared in  open  rebellion  againft  his  Sovereign  at  that 
time.  The  Doclor  is  rather  modeft  in  this  account  of 
Murray's  rebellion,  which  threatened  the  lives  and 
liberties  of  the  Queen  and  her  hufband  ;  this,  no  doubr, 
gave  umbrage  to  the  Queen. 

VOL,  II.  M  From 
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From  the  Dodtor's  premifes,  I  muft:  own  F 
think  a  very  different  conclufion  may  be 
drawn;  and  that  the  Queen,  poffefled 
with  gratitude  for  this  Nobleman's  fervices, 
might  never  have  felt  the  fma-Heft  emotiorr 
of  love  for  him.  It  was  furely  no  eafy 
matter  for  Mary  to  believe  him  guilty 
of  the  crime  attributed  to  him,  without 
proof,  which  fhe  never  received.  It  was 
no  wonder  flie  liftened  to  every  teftimony 
in  favour  of  his  innocence.  His  trial,  and 
acquittal,  in  which  it  does  not  appear  fhe 
had  any  handr  confirmed  by  Parliament^ 
with  the  aflbciation  of  the  Nobility  in  his 
favour,  muft  have  therefore  rendered  hira 
altogether  guiltlefs  in  her  eyes. 

It  is  here  to  be  remarked  too,  that,  with 
many  excellent  qualities,  Mary  was  amaz- 
ingly credulous,  even  to  a  degree  of  fim- 
plicity  and  folly.  Open,  honeft,  and 
unfufpicious  herfelf,  flie  believed  others 
equally  fo,  and  trufted  to  the  fair  fpeech  and 

profefEon 
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profeffion  of  thofe  whom  fhe  thought  her 
friends.  This  peculiar  weaknefs,  though 
ftrongly  charaderiftic  of  Queen  Mary,  is 
overlooked  by  her  Hiftorians,  though 
many  finking  inftances  prove  it  to  a  cer- 
tainty of  truth.  Witnefs  her  reinftating  and 
placing  the  moft  unbounded  confidence  ia 
her  baftard-brother,  the  Earl  of  Murray, 
after  repeated  inftances  of  his  treachery, 
and  confpiring  againft  her  life  and  liber- 
ty. The  fame  may  be  faid  of  her  conduct 
to  Morton  and  his  confederates  ;  and  to 
crown  all,  her  rufhing,  with  her  eyes  open, 
into  the  fnare  fo  often  fpread  for  her  de- 
ftruction,  and  contrary  to  good  advice, 
found  experience,  and  common  fenfe, 
creduloufly  trufting  herfelf  to  the  falfe 
profeffions  of  a  jealous  rival,  of  whofe 
fteady  hate  and  enmity  the  unfortunate 
but  unwife  Mary  had  heretofore  received 
fufficient  proof.  All  manifeftly  evidence 
Mary's  weaknefs  on  this  head,  which, 
through  the  whole  courfe  of  her  life,  as  well 
M  2  as 
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as  in  this  fatal  inftance  of  her  unfortunate 
marriage  with  Bothwell,  was  the  caufe  of 
her  ruin. 

Mary's  iltuation,  too,  at  this  time,  was 
furely  piteous.  The  tide  of  the  Reformed 
religion  breaking  in,  and  furrounding  her 
on  -every  fide,  had  reduced  her  affairs  to  a 
very  unhappy  fituation.  The  populace,  by 
the  influence  of  the  Clergy,  averfe  to  her 
government ;  and  great  part  of  the  Nobi- 
lity, always  too  powerful  for  the  throne, 
now  from  their  interefted  views  of  fharing 
in  the  fpoils  of  Papacy,  tottering  to  its 
fall,  were  jealous  and  difcontented ;  a  con- 
ftant  feries  of  confpiracies  and  rebellions 
carried  on  againft  her,  fomented  and  fup- 
ported  by  Queen  Elizabeth;  her  Secretary 
Rizzio  lately  aflaflinated  in  her  prefence; 
her  own  life  threatened;  and  foon  after 
her  hufband  murdered  in  the  moft  open 
manner  by  the  fame  confederacy :  on  the 
other  hand,  her  aflured  friends  few,  of 

whom 
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whom  the  Earl  of  Bothwell  may  be  reckon- 
ed at  the  head,  with  the  felicitation  of 
the  whole  Nobles  in  his  favour,  herfelf  a 
helplefs  woman,  at  an  age  too  when  youth 
may  be  allowed  to  plead  an  excufe  for  errors 
of  indifcretion,  which  riper  years,  a  lefs 
flexible  difpofition,  and  greater  firmnefs  of 
mind,  might  with  difficulty  perhaps  have 
avoided :  when  all  thefe  confiderations  are 
duly  and  without  paflion  weighed,  the 
reader  may  give  judgment.  Humanity, 
fays  Dr.  Robertfon,  may  perhaps  prompt 
fome  to  impute  her  a&ions  to  fc  hzrjitttation 
"  more  than  to  her  difpofitlons^  and  to  lament 
"  the  unhappinefs  of  the  former,  rather 
"  than  accufe  the  perverfencfs  of  the  lat- 
u  ter;"  offavo  edition,  vol.  it.  p.  176.— 
This  admiflion  is  candid  and  humane,  I 
now  return  to  my  fubjecT:. 

No  fooner  was  this  unhappy  marriage 

concluded,  than  Morton,  Lethington,  and 

the  reft  of  the  party,  hitherto  the  pretended 

M  3  friends 
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friends  and  fupporters  of  Bothwell,  began 
quickly  to  throw  off  the  mafk.  Thefe 
very  men,  the  affociates  of  Morton*,  who 

*  Viz.  Lord  Lindfay,  Pitcairn  Abbot  of  Dunferm- 
line,  Sir  John  Ballenden  Lord  Juftice  Clerk,  and 
Macgill  and  Balnaves,  Lords  of  Se/Tion,  all  of  whom, 
we  have  feen,  fat  as  judges  in  Bothwell's  trial,  and 
acquitted  him  of  the  murder.  Morton  himfelf,  the 
Lord  Ruthven,  and  Bothwell  the  Reformed  Biftiop  of 
Orkney,  fubfcribed  the  infamous  Bond  of  aflbciation 
in  favour  of  Bothwell.  The  fame  Bifhop  of  Orkney 
appears  to  have  been  fo  much  in  the  confidence  of  the 
Earl  of  Bothwell  at  the  time  of  his  marriage,  that  he 
was  made  choice  of  to  perform  the  marriage-ceremony 
between  the  Queen  and  him.  Neverthelefs,  on  Mor- 
ton's riling  in  arms  againft  the  Queen,  this  Bilhop 
joined  the  party,  and  turned  againft  his  benefactors. 

The  writers  againft  the  Queen  talk  of  the  improba- 
bility of  this  fcheme  of  Morton  and  his  party,  in  pro- 
moting Bothwell's  marriage  with  the  Queen,  with  a 
view  to  ruin  them  both  ;  Robertfon,  vol.  i.  p.  354.  and 
Dlffertatlon^  p.  4.  But  pofitive  and  plain  fadts  will 
not  eafily  bend  to  fine  and  fpecious  arguments ;  and  no 
reafon,  on  the  other  hand,  can,  with  any  degree  of 
confiftency,  be  given  for  Morton  and  his  confederates 
eagernefs  and  activity  in  firft  promoting  this  marriage, 
and  in  a  few  days  after  taking  arms  againft  the  Queen, 
but  what  is  above  afllgned. 

had 
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had  been  the  chief  inftruments  employed 
in  the  mock  trial,  and  acquitting  of  Both- 
well  for  the  murder  of  the  King ;  who  had 
brought  about  the  infamous  Bond  aflerting 
Bothwell's  innocence,  addrefling  the  Queen 
to  marry  him,  and  folemnly  binding  and 
engaging  themfelves  to  fupport  him  with 
their  lives  and  fortunes;  thefe  were  the 
men  who,  immediately  after  the  marriage, 
formed  an  aflbciation  againft  the  Queen  and 
this  very  Bothwell ;  and  fo  clofely  had  they 
carried  on  their  meafures,  that  within  three 
weeks  after  the  marriage,  they  were  ready 
to  have  made  the  Queen  and  Bothwell  pri- 
ibners  in  her  own  palace  *. 

The  Queen  and  Bothwell  having  a  hint 
given  them  of  the  confpiracy  againft  them, 
they,  on  the  6th  of  June,  made. a  very 
narrow  efcape  from  Holyroodhoufe,  and 
came  to  the  Earl  of  Bothwell's  caftle  of 
Borthwick;  from  thence  they  went  to 

*  Keith,  p.  398. 

M  4  Dunbar; 
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Dunbar ;  and  in  a  few  days  thereafter,  the 
Queen  having  haftily  called  together  a 
handful  of  fuch  of  her  fubjeds  as  could 
be  eafily  convened,  fhe  and  Bothwell 
marched  towards  Edinburgh;  and  were 
met  by  the  Earl  of  Morton  and  his  party, 
with  a  far  fuperior  force,  at  Carberry  hill, 
about  eight  miles  eaftward  of  the  city. 

Many  of  the  Nobility,  fuch  as  Athol, 
Mar,  and  others,  from  a  real  conviction  of 
Bothwell's  being  principally  concerned  in 
the  late  King's  murder,  and  apprehenfion 
of  danger  to  the  young  Prince,  had  by 
this  time  joined  with  Morton  and  his  party. 
An  interview  was  brought  about  between 
the  Queen,  and  Sir  William  Kirkaldy  of 
Grange  on  the  part  of  the  rebels  5  who  re- 
quired no  other  terms  than  thofe  of  her 
difmiffing  Bothwell  from  her  prefence,  and 
promifed,  on  that  condition,  all  dutiful 
obedience  to  the  Queen*.  She,  relying 

*  Robertfon,  vol.  i.  p.  366.  and  Melvill,  p.  i6r. 

on 
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on  the  faith  of  this  treaty,  and  to  avoid 
bloodfhed,  diredtly  went  over  to  the  oppo- 
fite  army,  and  delivered  herfelf  implicitly 
into  their  hands.  How  well  thefe  gentle- 
men kept  their  faith,  ihall  be  fhown. 

The  treaty  between  the  Queen  and  the 
beads  of  the  rebel  party  at  Carberry  hill, 
and  their  infamous  breach  of  that  treaty, 
clearly  prove  their  preconcerted  confpiracy 
for  dethroning  the  Queen  and  ulurping  the 
government.  We  iliall  take  our  detail  from 
Sir  James  Melvill,  who  appears  to  have 
been  prefent  and  on  the  fpot,  and  in  the 
knowledge  of  the  whole  of  their  tranfr 
actions, 

«  The  Earl  of  Both  well,"  fays  Melvill, 
"  marched  out  of  Dunbar  towards  Edin- 
"  burgh,  taking  the  Queen  with  him. 
"  The  Lords,  again,  with  their  company, 
"  went  from  Edinburgh,  with  an  earneft 
"  defire  to  fight.  Both  armies  lay  not  far 
"  from  Carberry.  The  Earl  of  Bothwell's 

"  men 
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^  men  encamped  upon  the  hill,  in  a  ftrength 
*'  very   advantageous.       The    Lords    eni? 
V  camped    at   the  foot    of  the    hill.     A!- 
"  belt   her  Majefty    was    there,   I  cannot 
call  it  her  army.     Many  of  thofe  who 
were  with  her,  were  of  opinion  that  {he 
had  intelligence  with  the  Lords,  efpecially 
"  fuch  as  were  informed  of  the  many  in* 
"  dignities  put  upon  her  by  the  Earl  of 
*c  Bothwell  fmce  their  marriage.     He  was 
*c  fo  beaftly  and  fufpicious,  that  he  fuffered 
her    not   to    pafs    one    day   in   patience 
without  making  her  fhed  tears.     Thus, 
part  of  his  own  company  detefted  him, 
other  part  of  them  believed  that  her  Ma- 
"  jefty  would  fain  have  been  quit  of  him, 
"  but  thought  fhame  to  be  the  doer  thereof 
"  direftly  herfelf. 

"  In  the  mean  time  the  Laird  of  Grange  * 
^  did  ride  about  the  hill,  with  two  hundred 

*  Sir  William  Kirkaldy  of  Grange,  a  man  of 
military  fkill  and  valour.— We  fhall  by  and  by  enter 
more  particularly  into  his  character. 

"  horfe- 
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"  horfemen,  to  be  betwixt  Both  well  and 
"  Dunbar.  When  the  Queen  underftood 
"  that  the  Laird  of  Grange  was  chief  of 
"  the  company  of  horfemen,  {he  fent  the 
"  Laird  of  Ormifton  to  defire  him  to 
"  come  and  fpeak  with  her,  under  furety, 
cc  which  he  did,  after  he  had  acquaint- 
"  ed  the  Lords  with  her  defire,  and  had 
"  obtained  their  permiffion.  He  then  de- 
"  clared  unto  the  Queen,  that  all  of  them 
"  were  ready  to  honour  and  ferve  her, 
"  upon  condition  that  fhe  would  abandon 
"  Bothwell,  who  had  murdered  her  huf- 
"  band.  Then  the  Queen  faid  to  Grange, 
"  that  if  the  Lords  would  do  as  he  had 
"  fpoken  to  her,  {he  would  put  away  the 
Earl  of  Bothwell,  and  come  unto  them, 
Whereupon  Grange  aflked  the  Lords  if 
he  might,  in  their  name,  make  her  Ma- 
"  jefty  that  promifc?  which  they  commif- 
"fioncd  him  to  do.  Then  he  rode  up  again, 
"  and  faw  the  Earl  of  Bothwell  part,  and 
"  came  down  again  and  aflured  the  Lords 

"  thereof. 
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"  thereof.  They  defired  him  to  go  up  the 
"  hill  again  and  receive  the  Queen :  who 
"  met  him,  arid  laid,  Laird  of  Grange,  Iren- 
ic  der  myf elf  unto  you ^  "upon  the  conditions  you 
"  rehearfedunto  me  in  the  name  of  the  Lords  *. 
*'  Whereupon  Ihe  gave  him  her  hand,  which 
"  he  kiffed,  leading  her  Majefly's  horfe  by 
44  the  bridle  down  the  hill  unto  the  Lords, 
<c  who  came  forward  and  met  her.  The 
"  Noblemen  ufed  all  dutiful  reverence  to 
"  her."  The  Queen's  having  thus  vo^ 
luntarily  put  herfelf  into  the  hands  of  thefe 
fubjects,  trufting  to  their  faith  which  they 
had  thus  folemnly  pledged  to  her,  {hews 
great  weaknefs  in  Mary,  in  relying  upon 
men,  of  whom  the  chief,  fuch  as  Morton, 
Lindfay,  Ruthven,  &c.  had,  by  repeated 
a£ts  before  this,  fhewri  their  malignant 
defigns  againft  her  and  her  government, 

*  The  Queen  thus  parting  with  Bothwell,  and  go- 
ing  over  to  the  Lords  without  endeavouring  to  make 
any  terms  for  his  fafety,  is  a  convincing  proof  that  at 
this  time  fhe  had  not  the  fmalleft  degree  of  affecliorj 
for  him. 
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Let  us  now  (from  the  fame  author,  Mel- 
vill)  fee  in  what  manner  they  kept  faith 
to  her  in  this  recent  treaty :  their  proce- 
dure in  every  fubfequent  ftep,  evidently 
fhews  their  preconcerted  fcheme  to  break 
it.  Inftead  of  conducting  the  Queen  to 
her  palace  of  Holyroodhoufe,  which  is 
fituated  in  the  direct  road  from  Carberry, 
they  had  prepared  matters  for  making  her 
a  public  fpectacle  through  the  flreets 
of  her  capital,  and  had  taken  every  mea- 
fure  to  incite  an  abandoned  mob  of  the 
vileft  of  the  populace  to  infult  her. — "  Her 
"  Majefty,"  fays  Melvill,  "  was  conveyed 
"  to  Edinburgh,  and  lodged  in  the  midft  of 
"  the  town  in  the  Provoft's  houfe.  As  fhe 
"  came  through  the  town,  the  common 
"  people  cried  out  againft  her  at  the  win- 
"  dows  and  flairs.  Others  again  evidenced 
"  their  malice  in  fetting  up  a  banner  or 
"  enfign,  whereupon  the  King  was  painted 
"  lying  dead  under  a  tree,  and  the  young 

"  Prince 
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<c  Prince  upon  his  knees  praying,  Judge 
"  and  revenge  my  caufe,  O  Lord  !" 

Thus  far  we  fee  the  rebels  had,  without 
the  fmalleft  pretext  of  colour  whatever^  in- 
fringed their  treaty,  by  keeping  her  a  pri- 
foner  in  the  ProvoiVs  houfe,  furrounded 
with  their  armed  guards,  inftead  of  reftoring 
her  to  her  own  palace.  Melvill,  from 
whom  we  have  given  this  narrative,  next 
proceeds  to  give  the  apology  for  the  re- 
bels. "  That  fame  night  it  was  alleged 
"  that  her  Majefty  did  write  a  letter  unto 
<c  the  Earl  of  Bothwell,  and  promifed  a 
"  reward  to  one  of  her  keepers* ,  to  convey 
"  it  fecretly  to  Dunbar  to  the  Earl,  calling 
"  him  her  Dear  Heart,  whom  fhe  would 
"  never  abandon,  faying,  that  though  fhe 
"  was  neceffitated  to  be  abfent  from  him, 
"  that  flie  had  fent  him  away  only  for  his 
"  fafety,  willing  him  to  be  comforted,  and 


*  We  fee  her  a  prifoner,  however,  under  a  ftri& 
guard,  before  her  writing  this  pretended  Letter  to 
Bothwell. 

4  '   "  be 
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"  be  upon  his  guard;  which  letter  the 
"  knave  delivered  to  the  Lords,  though 
"  he  had  promifed  the  contrary.  Upon 
"  which  letter,  the  Lords  took  occafion 
"  to  fend  her  to  Lochlevin,  to  be  kept, 
"  which  {he  alleged  was  contrary  to  pro* 
"  mife.  The  yon  the  other  hand  affirmed, 
"  that  by  her  own  hand-writing  fhe  had 
"  declared  that  fhe  had  not,  nor  would 
"  not  abandon  the  Earl  of  Bothwell." 

"  Grange  was  yet  fo  angry,  that  had 

*'  it  not  been  for  the  letter,  he  had  inftantly 
"  left  the  party." — Thus  far  Melvill  apo- 
logifes  for  the  infamous  breach  of  treaty  of 
his  friends.  Before  confidering  this  letter, 
which  we  fhall  fhew  was  another  piece  of 
forgery,  contrived  by  the  heads  of  the  re- 
bels, as  a  pretext  to  fome  of  their  more 
confcientious  and  fqueamifh  aflbciates,  for 
fo  flagrant  a  breach  of  faith,  I  fhall  pro- 
ceed in  the  detail,  of  their  conduct  with 
regard  to  the  Queen,  now  a  prifoner  in 
their  hands  :  in  which  I  fhall  follow  chiefly 

Crawford. 
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Crawford  ** — The  rebels  having  kept  the 
Queen    that   night   under  a  ftrong  guard 
in  the  Provoft's  houfe,  the  honeft  part  of 
the  citizens,  flung  with  remorfe  and  pity, 
crowded  to  the  place,  threatening  tofet  her 
at  liberty.     To  prevent  this  required  all  the 
addrefs  of  the  confpirators ;  thereupon,  with 
well  feigned    grief,    they    pretended    they 
were  forry  for  giving  her  caufe  to  com- 
plain ;  affured  her,  that  they  never  intended 
to  deprive  her  of  her  freedom,  and  would 
inftantly  reftore    her   to  her   own   palace 
of  Holyroodhoufe.     This,  indeed,  they  ac- 
cordingly did,  the  fame  evening :    In  the 
night,  however,  flie  was  fuddenly  delivered 
up  to  the  Lords  Lindfay  and  Ruthven,  two 
of  the  moft  furious  of  the  confpirators,  and 
under  ftricl  guard,  for  fear  of  refcue,  hur- 
ried off  by  them  to  the  fortrefs  of  Loch- 
levin,  then  under  the  charge  of  Douglas, 
the    huiband    of    the    Earl    of    Murray's 
mother.      In  this  remote  place,    which  is 

*  Crawford,  p.  39,  Lond,  edit. 

9  fituate 


again/I  MARY  Queen  of  SCOTS.       177 

fituate  in  the  middle  of  a  lake,  ftript  of  her 
princely  attire  and  ornaments,  and  clothed 
in  a  .coarfe  woollen  cafibck,  ihe  was  com- 
mitted to  the  charge  of  the  Lady  Lochlevin, 
Murray  the  baftard's  mother. 

Let  us  now  examine  the  Letter  men- 
tioned by  Melvill,  as  faid  to  be  written  by 
the  Queen  to  Bothwell,  the  night  of  her 
imprifonment  at  Edinburgh,  by  the  rebels, 
and    alleged    as    their    apology   for   their 
breach  of  faith.    Upon  this  occafion,  Queen 
Elizabeth,  afiedling  much  concern  for  her 
fifter    Mary,     fent     down     Sir    Nicholas 
Throgmorton,    as    her    minifter,    to    re- 
monftrate  to  the  rebels  againft  their  pro- 
cedure with  regard  to  their  fovereign.     In 
the  anfwer  made  by  them  to  Throgmor- 
ton's  remonftrance,  they  fet  forth  the  caufe 
of  their  rifmg  in  arms,  to  have  been  at 
firft  for  refcuing  her  from  the  hands  of 
Bothwell,    and    bringing   him  to  punifh- 
ment  as  the  known  murderer  of  her  late 
VOL.  II.  N  hulbandj 
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hufband ;  and  that  as  the  Queen  ftitt 
profeiFed  a  violent  attachment  to  him,  they 
were  obliged,  on  account  of  their  own 
fafety,  to  imprifon  her.  It  is  here  to  be 
obferved,  that  notwithstanding  the  defire 
of  Throgmorton  to  vifit,  and  to  have  a 
perlbnal  interview  with  the  Queen,  to 
have  heard  her  ftory  from  herfelf,  he  was 
denied  accefs  to  her.  We  rauft  therefore 
take  the  account  of  this  matter  entirely 
upon  the  bare  word  of  the  rebels.  Had 
their  ftory  been  true,  they  could  have 
verified  it  in  the  cleareft  manner,  by  pro- 
ducing and  fhewing  to  Throgmorton, 
Mary's  pretended  Letter  to  Bothwell,  call- 
ing him  her  Dear  Heart^  and  profeffing 
her  refolution  never  to  abandon  him  :  but 
that  piece  of  forgery  having  ferved  the 
purpofe  of  fending  the  Queen  a  prifoner 
to  Lochlevin,  and  of  impofing  upon  Sir 
William  Kirkaldy,  on  whofe  faith  pledged 
ia  the  forementioned  treaty,  the  Queen 

had 
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had  delivered  herfelf  into  their  hands,  it 
was  judged  not  fit  now  to  be  expofed  to 
light. 

The  next  opportunity  given  the  rebels 
for  juftifying  themfelves  by  producing  this 
Letter  of  the  Queen's,  was  at  the  con- 
ferences at  York.  There  they  having  re- 
peated their  former  plea  of  neceffity  for 
their  rebellion  and  detention  of  the  Queen's 
perfon,  from  her  refufmg  to  abandon  Both- 
well;  the  Queen,  in  the  anfwer  figned 
by  her  commiffioners,  gives  the  lie  to 
their  ftory,  and  for  the  falfehood  of  it 
appeals  to  the  implicit  offers  which  fhe 
then  made  to  them  by  Secretary  Lethington. 
I  (hall  quote  the  words. —  "  Her  Majefty 
"  was  always  content  as  to  ony  thing  al- 
"  legit  be  them,  to  offer  the  fame  to  be 
u  reformit  be  the  tryall  of  the  haill  nobilitic 
"  and  eftates  of  the  realm,  hir  Grace  being 
"  prefent  and  heard ;  and  to  that  effeft, 
"  dire&it  her  Secretary  Lethinton  to  thair 
N  2  "  coun- 
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"  council  that  held  hir  captive  at  that 
<c  time,  &  was  utterlie  refufit,  and  maid  na 
<c  <ffir  t°  ^ve  the  realm ,  that  bir  Grace 
"  might  pojfefs  the  Erie  Bothwill,  as  they 
"  alleage-,  and  thaireftir  hir  Grace  was 
<c  fecretly  conveyit  perforce,  and  againis 
<c  hir  will,  in  the  night,  and  imprifoned 
"  within  the  fortalice  of  Lochlevin*." 

This  direct  contradiction  of  the  falfe 
flory  fabricated  by  the  rebels,  of  the 
Queen's  attachment  to  Bothwell,  and  her 
refufing  to  abandon  him,  called  upon  them 
to  verify  it,  which,  if  true,  they  could  have 
done  to  the  conviction  of  every  mortal, 
by  the  bare  production  of  the  Queen's 
Letter  in  their  own  hands.  Did  they  do  fo  ? 
No !  not  the  leaft  mention  is  made  of  it. 
What  then  fhall  we  conclude  ?  Surely,  that 
the  whole  flory  was  falfe,  contrived  to 
blind  the  fcrupulous  amongft  their  adhe- 

*  Cotton  Lib.  Calig.  C.  I.  folio  202-     Goodall, 

vol.  ii.  p.  165. 

rents, 
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rents,  and  the  Letter,  forged,  to  give  credit 
to  it ;  and  having  accordingly  ferved  its 
purpofe,  for  their  breach  of  faith  and  the 
Queen's  captivity,  was  for  fear  of  de- 
tedtion  fupprefled,  and  never  after  heard 
of.  Mn  Hume,  who  is  not  forward  in 
making  conceffions  in  the  Queen's  fa- 
vour, admits  on  this  head,  "  That  the  re- 
"  ality  of  this  Letter  is  fomewhat  difput- 
"  able,  chiefly,"  fays  he,  "  becaufe  Murray 
"  and  his  aflbciates  never  mentioned  it  in 
"  their  accufatiori  of  Queen  Mary  be- 
«  fore  Queen  Elizabeth  *." 

*  Hume,  vol.  iv.  p.  483. 


N3 
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CHAP.     VI. 

The  Conduft  of  the  Confederates   with  re- 
gard to  BothwelL — 'The  Queens  Efcape 
from  Locblevin. — Battle  of  Langjide ;  and 
the  Queens  Retreat  Into  England. — Em- 
bajffy  to  the  King  of  Denmark,  for  deliver- 
ing up  BothwelL — Murray  s  Treachery  to 
the  Duke  of  Norfolk. — Behaviour  as  to 
Lethington. —  His  ^JJajfination. 

TyrORTON  and  the  confederates  having 
thus,  by  a  moft  infamous  breach  of 
faith,  dethroned  their  Queen,  and  impri- 
foned  her  in  the  caftle  of  Lochlevin,  let 
us  examine  their  procedure  with  refped 
to  the  Earl  of  Bothwell,  the  chief  objed, 
as  they  pretended,  of  their  refentment,  and 
the  caufe  of  their  taking  arms  againft  him 

as 
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as  the  murderer  of  the  King.  Upon  the 
Queen's  delivering  herfelf  into  their  hands, 
as  we  have  feen,  although  they  had  a 
formidable  army,  with  great  ftore  of  artil- 
lery, they  never  attempted  to  lay  fiege  to 
that  caflle,  bnt  fuffered  him  quietly  to  de- 
part. Although  they  broke  their  faith,  and 
fent  her  prifoner  to  Lochlevin,  yet  they 
allowed  the  Earl  of  Bothwell  to  retire  from 
the  field  almofl  alone,  without  attempting 
to  follow  him.  He  went  ftraight  to  Dun- 
bar  caftle,  where  he  quietly  remained  until 
the  26th  of  June ;  at  leaft,  of  that  date, 
we  find  an  order  of  Morton  and  his  council 
for  fummoning  '*  the  keeper  of  Dunbar 
"  caftle  to  furrender  the  fame,  becaufe  the 
"  Earl  of  Bothwell  was  refet  and  received 
"  within  the  faid  caftle  *." 

This  was  furely  a  civil  intimation  for  this 
alleged  criminal  to  fhift  his  quarters.    How 

*  Keith,  p.  408. 

N  4  long 
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long  after  this  he  chofe  to  abide  there,  does 
not  appear.  Some  time  after,  as  High 
Admiral  of  Scotland,  he  went  to  fea,  with 
fome  few  {hips  under  his  command,  and 
cruifed  along  the  northern  coaft,  until  the 
nth  of  Auguft;  when  a  commiffion  was 
iffued  to  Murray  of  Tullibardine,  arid  Sir 
William  Kirkaldy  of  Grange,  to  provide 
{hips,  "  and  to  purfue  the  Earl  of  Both- 
"  well,  by  fea  or  land,  by  fire  and  fword." 
In  confequence  of  which,  a  fleet  being  fent 
after  him,  Bothwell  fled  to  the  coaft  of  Den- 
mark ;  where,  by  fome  of  the  King  of  Den- 
mark's {hips,  he  was  taken  prifoner,  and 
carried  to  that  country  :  "  They  were 
"  glad,"  (fays  Crawford's  manufcript)  "  of 
"  his  efcapefrom  Carberry  hill;  for  no  man 
"  purfued  him,  nor  did  any  offer  to  attack 
"  him  at  Dunbar,  whither  he  retreated, 
"  and  ftaid  at  leaft  fourteen  days. — And, 
"  indeed,  if  Grange  had  taken  him  at 
"  Orkney,  it  is  more  than  probable  (left  he 
7  "  had 


** 
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had  betrayed  his  accomplices)   that  he 
had  been  facrificed  on  the  fpot  *." 


The  confederates  having  thus  fecured 
the  Queen  a  captive,  and  expelled  Both- 
well  the  kingdom,  they  completed  their 
fcheme,  by  wrefting  the  reins  of  govern- 
ment from  their  Sovereign,  and  feizing 
them  into  their  own  hands. 

On  this  fatal  reverfe  of  the  Queen's  for- 
tune, the  Clergy  were  not  inactive.  Let 
us  fee  the  fpirit  which  actuated  the  heads 
of  the  Reformed  religion  at  this  time. 
Dr.  Robertfon  gives  us  the  opinions  of  the 
feveral  ranks  of  the  ftate,  with  regard  to 
the  meafures  propofed  for  fettling  the  go- 
vernment, and  difpofmg  of  the  Queen. 
Some  were  defirous  (fays  the  Hiftorian)  of 
adhering  to  the  plan  upon  which  the  con- 
federacy was  at  firft  formed,  to  wit,  To 
bring  to  juftice  the  murderers  of  the 

*  Crawford,  p.  54. 

late 
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late  King :  to  diflblve  the  Queen's  marriage 
with  Bothwell :  to  provide  for  the  fafcty  of 
the  young  Prince,  and  the  fecurity  of  the 
Proteftant  religion  :  and  then  to  re-eftabli£h 
the  Queen  in  the  pofleflion  of  her  legal  au- 
thority. "  Others  thought  of  more  defpe- 
rate  meafures  :  nothing  lefs  would  fatisfy 
them,  than  the  trial,  the  condemnation, 
and  punifhment  of  the  Queen  herfelf."— 
The  former  wasLethington'sfyftem — "  The 
*•  latter  was  recommended  by  the  Clergy, 
M  and  many  Laics,  But  the  Nobles  durft 
44  not,  or  would  not,  venture  on  fuch  an 
44  unprecedented  and  audacious  deed," 

Sir  Nicholas  Throgmorton,  in  a  letter 
to  Queen  Elizabeth,  igth  July  1567, 
is  ftill  more  explicit.  "  The  laft  degree 
4e  propofed,"  (fays  he)  u  is,  not  only  to  have 
44  the  Queen's  procefs  made,  and  her  con- 
"  damnation  public  ;  but  alfo  the  depriva- 
"  tiou  of  her  eftate  and  life  to  enfue."—- 
He  continues, — •"  This  day,  being  at  Mr, 
13 
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"  Knox's    fermon,    who  took  a   piece  of 
"  fcripture  furth  of  the  Book  of  Kings,  and 
"  did     inveigh     vehemently    againft    the 
''  Queen,  and  perfuaded  extremities  againft 
"  her ;    I  did,  after  the  fermon,  move  fuch 
"  of  the  Council  as  were  prefent,  to  advife 
"  the  Preachers  not  to   intermeddle  with 
"  thefe  matters,   until  they  were  refolved 
"  among     themfelves     what     they     were 
"  minded  to  do ;    otherwife  the  minifters, 
"  going  on  fo    rigoroufly  in   their   daily 
"  preachings,    might    draw    the-   multitude 
"  from  them  *."     Such  were  the  religious 
principles  of  the  Clergy  (it  is  to  be  hoped 
not  the  whole  of  them)  at  the  head  of  the 
Reformation   in  Scotland!    Do   the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Chriftian  religion,  or  of  its 
mild  Founder,  breathe  this  fanguinary  fpjrit? 
Are  we  furprifed  at  the  doubt  of  libertines, 
Whether  religion,   or  atheifm,  has  drawn 
jnoft  blood  from  mankind  ? 


Keith,  p. 

Mean- 
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Meanwhile,  in  her  remote  prifon  of 
Lochlevin,  cut  off  from  all  intercourfe  with 
friends  *,  Queen  Mary  was  kept  clofe 
prifoner  for  eleven  months,  fubjeded  to 
the  daily  infults  of  a  bold  intemperate 
woman,  the  mother  of  Murray.  The  fu- 
rious fanatic  Lord  Lindfay,  at  the  fame 
time  threatening  her  with  inftant  death, 
a  refignation  of  her  crown  in  favour  of  her 
infant  fon  was  extorted  from  her,  together 
with  a  nomination  of  Regency  to  the  Earl 
of  Murray  during  the  Prince's  non-age, 
From  this  prifon,  after  fome  months  con- 
finement, Mary  effected  her  efcape  in  the 
following  manner. 

The  extreme  rigour  of  her  confinement, 
her  diftrefles,  and,  amidft  all,  her  gentle 
and  irrefiftible  addrefs,  won  over  to  her 
relief  George  Douglas,  a  young  man,  bro- 

*  Even  the  foreign  minifters  of  France  and  England 
were  denied  accefs  to  her. 

ther 
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ther  to  the  Laird  of  Lochlevin.  Mary 
having  given  previous  notice  to  the  Lord 
Seton,  horfes  and  an  armed  efcort  were 
prepared  to  receive  her  on  the  border  of  the 
Lake.  Douglas,  watching  the  opportunity 
while  his  brother  and  wife  were  at  fup- 
per,  on  Sunday  evening,  2d  May  1568, 
ftole  the  keys  of  the  caftle  from  his  cham- 
ber, opened  the  gates,  releafed  the  Queen, 
locked  them  behind  her,  and  threw  the 
keys  into  the  Lake.  He  then  led  the  Queen, 
with  one  attendant  maid,  into  the  boat  pre- 
pared for  her,  and  rowed  them  fafely  to 
fhore.  She  inftantly  mounted  horfe,  and, 
under  the  guard  of  Lord  Seton  and  Sir 
James  Hamilton,  after  crofling  the  Frith 
of  Forth,  foon  reached  the  caftle  of 
Niddrie,  Lord  Seton's  houfe  in  Weft 
Lothian.  There  repofing  herfelf  a  few 
hours,  fhe  again  fet  off,  and  riding  all 
night,  arrived  at  the  palace  of  Hamilton 
the  next  morning. 

The 
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The  fudden  precipitation  of  Queen  Mary 
from  her  throne,  almoft  inftantaneous  on 
her  fatal  marriage,  had  ftruck  her  friends 
with  confirmation ;  from  which  they 
fcarcely  recovered,  before  they  found  the 
Earl  of  Murray  firmly  feated  in  the  Re- 
gency. So  infolent  and  audacious  were 
the  rebels  at  this  time  (as  aflerted  by  the 
Queen's  friends),  "  That  in  cais  the  Nobil- 
"  men  favorers  of  hir  Majeftie  had  raifed 
"  an  armie,  it  was  minaced  and  boifted, 
u  that  thay  wald  fend  hir  held  to  them  *." 
During  the  Queen's  imprifonment,  her 
friends  had  time  to  look  about  them,  and 
to  trace  the  fteps  of  Murray  and  his  con- 
federates through  the  whole  mazes  of  their 
confpiracies  and  fchemes  for  the  Queen's 
overthrow.  Convinced  of  her  innocence, 
they  had  already  begun  to  concert  meafures 
for  refcuing  her  from  the  hands  of  her  rebel 
fubje&s,  and  reftoring  her  to  her  throne  f. 

*  Goodall,  vol.  ii.  p.  355. 
t  Robertfon,  vol.  i.  p.  453. 

Imme- 
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Immediately  on  the  report  of  her  eicape 
from  Lochlevin,  her  friends  took  arms,  and 
crowded  to  her  from  every  quarter.  In  a. 
few  days  her  court  was  filled  with  a  great 
and  fplendid  train  of  the  moft  eminent  of 
the  Nobility  and  Gentry,  accompanied  by 
their  followers,  to  the  number  of  fix  thou- 
fand  men.  An  aflbciation  was  formed  for 
the  defence  of  her  perfon  and  authority, 
and  fubfcribed  by  twenty-feven  Peers  of 
the  realm,  almoft  the  whole  Bifhops  and 
dignified  Clergy*,  and  the  moft  diftin- 
guifhed  and  powerful  of  the  Barons  and 
Gentry. 

On  this  occafion,  Murray  exerted  him- 
felf  with  refolution  and  fagacity.  In  pof- 
feflion  of  the  powers  of  Government,  he 
collected  his  utmoft  ftrength,  and  battened 
to  attack  the  Queen  before  her  numbers 
fhould  increafe.  Her  fituation  at  Hamil- 
ton was  ftraitened,  in  the  midft  of  a  hoftile 

*  Robertfon,  vol.  I.  p.  254* 

part 
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part  of  the  country,  ardent  in  the  caufe  of 
the  new  religion,  and  devoted  to  Glen- 
cairn  and  Sempil,  two  of  the  moft  violent 
leaders  of  Reformation.  The  Queen's  plan 
was  to  have  marched  northward  towards 
the  ftrong  fortrefs  of  Dumbarton,  in  the 
entry  of  the  Highlands,  which,  by  the 
valour  and  conduct  of  the  Lord  Fleming, 
ftill  held  out  for  her ;  and  there  to  have 
waited  until  the  northern  clans  of  Huntly, 
Ogilvy,  and  other  friends,  (hould  join  her. 
Murray,  meanwhile,  moil  artfully  amufed 
her  for  fome  days,  pretending  to  liften  to 
propofals  for  accommodating  matters  be- 
tween them,  until  he  had  collected  his 
ftrength :  he  then  marched  forward  to 
attack  her.  The  Queen's  army,  though 
refpeclable  both  in  numbers  and  leaders, 
confifted  chiefly  of  the  Hamiltons.  There 
was  fcarce  one  military  officer,  however, 
among  them.  The  Archbiihop  of  St.  An- 
drew's, brother  to  the  Duke,  took  the 

chief 
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chief  direction.  On  their  march  towards 
Dumbarton,  they  were  oppofed  by  Murray 
at  the  village  of  Langfide,  near  Glafgow. 
Murray  had  under  him  feveral  experienced 
officers,  particularly  Sir  William  Kirkaldy 
'of  Grange,  to  whofe  military  (kill  Murray, 
in  a  great  meafure,  owed  the  fortune  of  the 
day.  The  Hamiltons  leading  the  van, 
turned  on  and  attacked  the  front  line  of 
the  Regent's  army  with  great  intrepidity. 
The  conflict  was  furious  on  both  fides. 
The  impetuofity  of  the  Hamiltons  having 
feparated  them  from  their  main  body,  left 
their  flanks  expofed  to  the  .fire  of  feveral 
parties  which  Murray  had  pofted  amongft 
fome  inclofures  on  each  fide,  and  at  the 
fame  time  they  were  attacked  in  front  by 
Aiurray's  choiceft  troops.  They  were 
obliged  to  give  way,  and  retreated  in  con- 
fufion.  A  general  diforder  and  rout  enfued. 
Above  three  hundred  of  the  Queen's  fide 
fell  dead  on  the  field ;  many  were  taken 
VOL.  II.  O  prifoners. 
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prifoners.  The  unfortunate  Queen,  who 
was  a  fpe&ator  of  the  engagement  from  a 
rifmg  ground,  feeing  the  day  loft,  rode  off 
the  field  with  precipitation ;  and,  with  a 
few  attendants,  reached  the  Abbey  of  Dun- 
drenan  in  Galway  without  refting,  not 
lefs  than  fixty  miles  from  the  field  of  battle. 
In  this  remote  part  of  the  kingdom,  fur- 
rounded  with  her  friendsr  Mary  might 
have  remained  with  fafety,  until  fhe  had 
eolle&ed  her  fcattered  powers,  and  again 
taken  the  field.  The  Lords  Herries  and 
Maxwell  were  powerful  in  that  country. 
Scot  of  Buccleugh,  and  Kerr  of  Fernieherft, 
in  the  neighbouring  counties  along  the 
Border,  and  almoft  the  whole  of  the  king- 
dom to  the  north  of  the  Forth  and  Tay, 
with  the  Earl  of  Huntly  and  Lord  Ogilvy 
at  their  head,  were  devoted  to  her  caufe. 
The  amazing  credulity  of  Mary,  and  the 
dread  of  again  falling  into  Murray's  hands, 
determined  her  to  take  another  courfe. 
ii  While 
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While  the  Queen  was  confined  in  Lochle- 
vin,  although  the  conftant  unremitting 
pra&ices  of  Elizabeth,  in  ftirring  up  her 
feditious  fubjefts  againft  her,  had  brought 
her  to  that  prifon ;  although  (he  took  no 
ftep  for  effecting  her  relief;  yet,  on  that 
occafion,  affe&ing  much  commiferation  for 
her  diftrefs,  fhe  had  amufed  her  with  pro- 
mifes  of  interpofing  between  her  and  hef 
rebellious  fubjefts ;  and  by  her  letters  had 
folicited  Mary  to  take  refuge  in  England, 
where  fhe  offered  her  a  princely  reception 
and  a  fafe  afylum.  The  weaknefs  of* 
Queen  Mary  now  inclined  her  to  truft  to 
thefe  promifes ;  and  in  oppofition  to  the 
earneft  entreaties  of  her  faithful  friends  the 
Lords  Herries,  Maxwell,  an4  Fleming, 
who  never  forfook  her,  fhe  took  the  fatal 
ftep  to  complete  all  her  misfortunes  by 
throwing  herfelf  into  the  hands  of  her 
fteady  and  determined  foe;  who,  for  a 
courfe  of  years,  and  by  a  feries  of  fchemes, 
O  2  had 
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had  been  contriving  to  bring  this  important 

event  about*! 

The 

*  This  fcheme  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  decoying 
Queen  Mary  to  throw  herfelf  into  her  hands,  was 
formed  by  her  fo  early  as  the  period  of  Mary's  refolu- 
ti'ori  of  leaving  France  and  returning  to  her  own 
dominions :  and  it  appears  that  Elizabeth  never  loft 
fight  of  her  plan.  (See  vol.  i.  p.  354.  358.  376.)  The 
only  excufe  that  can  be  made  for  Mary's  credulity,  is 
the  fear  fhe  might  have  been  imprefTed  with,  of  again 
falling  into  the  hands  of  her  rebel  fubje&s,  which  fhe 
had  reafon  to  apprehend  might  have  been  fatal  to  her. 
But  the  credulous  Queen,  above  all,  trufted  implicitly 
in  the  letters  lately  addrefled  to  her  by  Queen  Elizabeth 
upon  her  efcape  from  Lochlevin,  inviting  her,  in  a  moft 
affe&ionate  frrai'n,  to  take  refuge  in  England,  under 
the  folemn  promife  of  afliftance,  and  as  a  pledge  of 
faith  and  friendfhip,  accompanying  her  letter  with  a 
ring.  So  grofs  a  breach  of  faith,  in  thus  decoying  the 
credulous  Princefs  to  rufh  into  the  fnare  laid  for  her, 
is  a  deed  fo  black  in  every  circumftance  attending  it, 
and  lays  open  a  heart  fo  void  of  every  principle  of 
honour  or  humanity,  as  calls  for  the  cleareft  evidence 
to  fupport  it  \  which  fliall  be  laid  before  the  reader. 

In  the  time  of  the  conferences  in  England,  Queen' 
Mary's  Commiflioners  appeared  in  prefence  of  Queen 

Elizabeth 
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The  part  which  the  confederates,  with 
Murray  at  their  head,  aGed,  in  accufing 

the 

Elizabeth  and  her  Council  at  Hampton  Court,  on  the 
1 6th  of  December  1568,  and  the  Bifliop  of  Rofs,  in 
their  name,  addrefTed  Queen  Elizabeth  herfelf  in  thefe 
words :  "  Our  Soverane,"  fays  he,  "  came  of  hir 
*'  own  free  motive  will  within  your  Majeftie's  realm, 
"  upon  the  greft  confidence  fhe  had  in  your  Majeftie, 
*'  — and  divers  and  findrie  faithfull  promifes  paftbefoir 
"  betwixt  ycur  Hienefs  and  hir,  and  confinnit  le 
^  writings  and  taikens  latelie  fent  betwixt  your  Ma- 
*'  jejlle  and  hir ;  and  laft  of  #//,  as  your  Majeftie  has 
*'  known,  be  Beton." — Goodall,  vol.  ii.  p.  265. — 
The  fame  Bifhop  of  Rofs,  again,  by  a  letter  of  iyth 
December  1567,  thus  addrefles  Queen  Elizabeth,  re- 
minding  her  of  the  "  findrie  promifes  of  frlcndjhip* 
<c  ami  tie,  and  mutual  affijlance^  affirmit  be  tokenis  and 
"  writings ;  and  lajl  of  all,  be  refaving  the  ring  again 
"  fra  Eeton^  imediatly  after  hir  delivering  furth  of 
"  Lochlevin,  quhillc  your  Majefty  had  gevin  and 
*'  interchangit  as  a  pledge  of  amitie,  and  promife  of 
"  help  to  uthers  mutuallie  whenfoever  occafiaun 
"  fould  require."— (Goodall,  vol.  ii.  p,  384. 
Whitaker,  vol.  i.  p.  37.) — And  to  complete  the 
whole  evidence,  there  remains  the  teftimony  of  Secre- 
tary Cecil,  in  his  own  hand-writing,  acknowledging 
O  3  the 
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the  Queen  of  the  murder  of  Lord  Darnley 
before  Queen  Elizabeth,  by  which  Murray 
Secured  to  himfelf,  by  Elizabeth's  means, 
the  Regency  of  the  kingdom,  has  already 
been  fhown,  We  return  to  Bothwell. 

After  the  death  of  the  Earl  of  Murray, 
the  Earl  of  Lennox,  father  to  the  Lord 
Darnley,  having  fucceeded  him  in  the  Re- 
gency^  fent  over,  in  the  year  1570,  one 
Thomas  Buchanan,  as  his  minifter  to  the 
court  of  Denmark,  to  folicit  that  king  to 
have  the  Earl  of  Bothwell  fent  home,  and 
delivered  up  to  him.  This  embafly  had 
not  the  effed  of  procuring  the  Earl  of  Both- 
well  to  be  delivered  up.  We  learn,  how- 
ever, that  Mr.  Buchanan  fent  over  an  ac- 
count of  his  tranfadions  to  his  matter  Len- 


the  truth  of  the  above  fa£s,  as  formerly  quoted,  in 
thefe  words:  "  She  (Queen  Mary)  trufled  to  the 
"  Queen's  Majcjlies  help,  becaufe  fhe  had  in  her 
"  trouble  received  many  mejfages  to  that  e/etf."  Cotton 
Lib.  Anderfon,  vol.  Hi.  p.  99. 

nox, 
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nox,  which  it  is  probable  contained  fome 
particulars   from  the    mouth   of  BothweU 
relating  to  the  murder.     Thefe,  it  would 
appear,   were    not   thought  proper  to   be 
expofed  to  light.     The  Earl  of  Morton  at 
this  time  was  at  London,  negotiating  to 
have  Queen  Mary,   then  in   England,   ftill 
detained  prifoner.     It  is  probable  that  this 
embafly  of  Buchanan's  to  Denmark  was 
not  relifhed  by  him.     He  appears  to  have 
been  fufpicious  of  fome  difcoveries  from 
that  quarter.     He  had  the  addrefs,  there- 
fore, to  intercept  the  above  packet  from 
Buchanan,  and  the  boldnefs  to  open  and 
perufe  the  contents,  though  addrefled  to  his 
mafter  Lennox  only.     For  proof  of  this 
fact,  we  have  Morton's  own  letter  to  the 
Regent  Lennox  ftill  preferved,  though  Bu- 
chanan's letter   from  Denmark  is    not  to 
be  found  ;    but  as  Morton  himfelf  foon  af- 
ter fucceeded  to  the  Regency,   this   may 
eafily  be  accounted  for.     Morton's  letter  to 
O  4  the 
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the  Regent  is  in  tluic  words:  a  \Ve  rei.. 
44  a  Kthr  wiitlcn  lurih  of  IV;.  he  Mr. 

"  Thomas    Huchanan,  to  your  Grace, 

tc  the  20th  of  January  ;  and  bccaufe 
"  we  judgit  that  lomc  things  might  be 
"  fj  i  (jnhilk  were  expedient 

»  be  vcmcinberi'd  upon  here,  we  tukc  the 
"  boldncfs  to  open  <nxl  read  tin  ,  (juhilk 

"  it  may  plcis  your  Grace  prcicntly  to  rc- 
<c  faivc.  The  caufc  why  it  has  been  fo 
u  long  in  iciuling,  \\.\s  that  \vc  thought 
u  not  bed  to  commit  it  to  the  throuch 
u  poll,  or  a  common  meflengcr  :  for  that 
"  we  had  na  will  the  contents  of  the  fam$ 
"  fuld  be  known,  fearing  that  fomc  words 
<c  and  matters  mentioned  in  the  fame,  be- 
"  ing  difpcrfit  heir  as  novellis,  fuld  rather 
"  have  Irindcrcdtban  furthered  our  caufc -,  and 
u  thairfor,  being  dcfirit  at  court  to  fhow 
u  the  letter,  we  gave  to  undcrftand,  that 
"  we  had  lent  the  principal  away,  and 
"  dclivcrit  a  copy,  owiUiiuJJk  things  as  we 

"  thought 
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>*£&  *£/  ntcfi  iw*t  **  JOOt 

race  may  perceive  by 
*  quhilk  alfo  we  have  fent  you  herewith, 

'hilk  ye  may  communicate  to  fie  a*  ymw 
>ok«  noc  expedient  to  communi- 
**  eate  the  bftitl  contr  the  principal 

"  letter  unto  * 


ife  lettct  1          -rl  hy  Morton,   and 

vifr.  l>y  the  AM>or  .  rnline, 

MacjpJIf  two  ptrlbn«  whom  we  have  al- 

employed  .amenta 

ray  and  Morton  -,  and  is  dated  the 

a^th  of  March  1370  above  two 

after  the  date  of  Thomas  Bu< 
pan'*  letter  to  From  wl. 

.1,  that  Morton  and  hU  afTociatea  mufl 

hare  kr  letter  in  their  handi  abore  a 

fttonth  before  they  ^  >fcd  to  fend  it 

n  to  Scotland  to  Lennox,  to  whom  if 

/  ...  .  ;  ..    ;:.:]. 

*  Coooo  Ub,  UuMw'f  fefMer  of  Uttm,  Ibt  aor 

^  .....  .,  .....    t    j.; 

I  01 
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.For  what  purpofes  Morton  intercepted, 
and  detained  fo  long,  this  letter  from 
Denmark,  in  his  hands,  and  why  he  was 
pleafed  to  deliver  a  falfe  and  caftrated  copy, 
even  to  his  good  friend  Queen  Elizabeth, 
and  her  minifter  Cecil,  omitting  fome  mat- 
ters contained  in  this  letter,  that  were  not 
meet  (as  he  acknowledges)  to  be  ftowji^  feein 
to  be  pretty  obvious :  and  I  leave  it  to 
others  to  determine,  how  far  this  whole 
manoeuvre  of  Morton,  with  refpedt  to  the 
intercepting  this  packet  to  the  Regent, 
breaking  it  open,  detaining  it  for  feveral 
weeks  in  his  hands  before  he  fent  it  to  Len- 
nox, concealing  the  contents,  and  taking 
upon  him  to  deliver  to  the  Englifh  court 
a  falfe  copy,  or  indeed  to  deliver  any  copy 
at  all,  does  not  carry  the  ftrongeft  fufpicion, 
that  the  original  letter  fent  from  Denmark 
contained  matters  of  great  importance  relat- 
ing to  the  murder,  and  particularly  againft 
Morton  himfelf,  arid  the  whole  party  ;  and 

whether 
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whether  it  is  riot  extremely  probable,  that 
he  might  have  abftraded  part  of  the 
contents,  and  even  falfified  the  original, 
\vhich  he  was  pleafed  to  fend  to  Lennox, 
for  the  fame  very  reafons  which  induced 
him  to  falfify  the  copy,  which  he  owns  him- 
felf  he  gave  in  to  the  Englifli  court. 

The  breaking  open  a  letter  from  an  am- 
baffador  at  a  foreign  court,  to  his  mafter 
the  Regent  of  Scotland,  without  authority, 
muft  convince  every  mortal,  that  Morton 
miift  have  been  under  the  greateft  anxiety 
and  fufpicion,  that  the  contents  were  of 
the  utmoft  importance,  and  contained  fome 
dangerous  difcoveries  relating  to  himfelf, 
which  could  induce  him  to  venture  upon 
fo  grofs  a  practice  ;  and  his  keeping  up  the 
letter  for  fo  long  a  time  in  his  hands,  un- 
der the  poor  pretence  of  not  trufting  it 
with  a  common  meflenger,  is  as  convin- 
cing, that  during  that  time  he  was  prac- 
fifing  upon  it,  and  that  it  was  not  without 

defiga 
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defign  that  he  kept  this  letter  all  this  while 
jn  his  hands  *. 

Lennox  continuing  to  folicit  the  King  of 
Denmark  to  fend  over  Bothwell  to  be  tried, 
Queen  Elizabeth  likewife  was  pleafed  to 
urge  the  fame  requeft.  That  King,  by  a 
letter  fent  to  the  Earl  of  Lennox,  agreed  to 
fend  over  Bothwell,  upon  thefe  conditions  : 
That  Queen  Elizabeth  fhould  become 
bound,  and  likewife  the  eftates  of  Scot- 
land, by  folemn  writings,  to  be  fent  to 
Denmark  againft  the  24th  day  of  Auguft 
1571,  that  the  Earl  of  Bothwell  fhould 
have  a  fair  trial.  This  letter  Lennox  fent 
to  Queen  Elizabeth  for  her  advice,  by  3. 
letter  pf  the  25th  of  May  that  year :  but 
the  fecurity  for  Bothwell  demanded  by 
the  Danifh  King,  not  being  fcnt^  that  af- 

*  This  affair  fufnciently  fhows  the  imbecility  of 
Lennox.  He  was  nominal  Regent  only,  while  the. 
audacious  Morton  tooic  upon  him  to  rule  the  whole 

Affairs  of  government. 

fair 
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fair   was    of    confequence    dropped    alto- 
gether*. 

The  great  fcheme  of  the  confederates, 
Murray,  Morton,  and  Lethington,  having 
been,  as  we  have  feen,  to  overturn  the  go- 
vernment of  the  kingdom,  by  the  deftruo 
tion  or  imprifonment  of  the  Queen,  and  to 
attain  pofleffion  thereof  to  thernfelves ;  we 
have  hitherto  traced  the  triumvirate  co- 
operating together  in  ^fiat  fcherhe,  which 
was  accomplifhed  by  the  Queen's  imprifon- 
ment, and  the  Earl  of  Murray  being  fettled 
in  the  Regency. 

But  as  the  views  of  the  confederates  came 
after  that  to  be  feparated,  and  more  de- 
tached from  each  other,  we  muft  now  trace 
their  conduct  feparately.  We  therefore  re- 
turn to  the  Earl  of  Murray. 

In  the  time  of  the  conferences  in  Eng- 
land, the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  a  Nobleman 

*  Lennox's  Regifter,  fol.  213.  235. 

I  pofleffed 
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,poflefled  of  every  amiable  quality,  the  firft 
Peer  in  England  in  rank  and  power,  and, 
as  Sir  James  Melvill  juftly  fays,  at  that  time 
the  greateft  fubjed:  in  Europe,  was  one  of 
Elizabeth's  Privy  Council,  and  one  of  the 
commiffipners  appointed  to  treat  with  the 
Scotch  commiffioners  on  Queen  Mary's  af- 
fairs. This  patriot  nobleman  had  very 
early  feen  to  the  bottom  of  his  miftrefs 
Elizabeth's  views,  and  had  oblerved  the 
artful  contrivances  Tifed  by  her  to  induce 
Mary's  rebellious  fubjeds,  Murray  and 
his  party,  to  defame  and  accufe  their  Sove- 
reign :  he  not  only  knew  Elizabeth's  re- 
fentment  againft  a  hated  rival,  but  like- 
wife,  that  fhe  intended  to  quafh  entirely, 
and  put  an  end,  if  poflible,  to  a  queftion 
that  had  often  before  this  been  agitated  in 
England,  to  her  great  difquiet,  viz.  the 
affair  of  fettling  the  fucceffion  to  the 
crown  of  England.  The  Duke  of  Norfolk 
had,  under  the  greateft  confidence,  and  moft 
folemn  prpmifes  from  Murray,  of  friend- 

fhip 
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fhip  and  fecrecy,  communicated  to  him  his 
whole  thoughts  upon  that  fubjecl: :  he  had 
told  him,  that  Elizabeth's  plan  was  no 
other  than  to  fpirit  them  on  to  accufe 
their  Queen,  with  a  view  to  difappoint  the 
fcheme  of  fettling  the  fucceflion  to  the  crown 
of  England  ;  he  therefore  diffuaded  Murray 
from  fuffering  himfelf  to  be  made  the  tool 
and  inftrument  of  Elizabeth's  defigns  in 
defaming  his  own  Sovereign,  for  which  all 
men  would  deteft  him  *. 

Murray  appeared  to  be  convinced,  and 
promifed  to  be  directed  by  the  Duke ;  and 
a  mutual  engagement  of  friend  fhip  was 
entered  into  between  them.  Notwithftarid- 
ing  this  folemri  engagement,  at  the  very 
firft  meeting  of  the  Englifh  Council,  Mur- 
ray, by  a  moft  perfidious  and  hypocritical 
behaviour,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  as  Sir 
James  Melvill  fays  f ,  gave  in  his  infamous 
accufation  againft  his  Sovereign ;  and,  to 

*  Melvill,  p.  1 8 1.  1 86.  t  Ibid.  p.  185. 

crown 
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crown  all,  the  whole  engagement  between 
him  and  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  was  im- 
mediately difclofed  to  Queen  Elizabeth* 
The  Duke,  though  vexed  to  be  fufpefted 
by  Queen  Elizabeth  as  a  partifan  in  any 
fcheme  that  had  the  appearance  of  op- 
pofmg  her  fentitnents,  yet  feeing  the  whole 
that  had  pafled  between  him  and  Murray 
laid  open,  and  confcious  of  the  reditude  of 
his  own  intentions,  openly  declared,  "  That 
"  during  her  lifetime  he  would  never  offend 
"  her,  but  ferve  and  honour  her  5  and  after 
"  her  the  Queen  of  Scotland,  as  the  only 
"  means  for  efchewing  of  civil  wars  and 

bloodfhed,    that    might    otherwife    fall 

out*.3 


M 

«    r    ,*•  *  " 


After  the  conferences  in  England  were 
broke  up,  Murray^  who  by  his  treachery 
to  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  had  not  only  loft 
the  efleem  and  friendfhip  of  that  noble- 
man, but  expofed  himfelf  to  the  Engli£b 

*  MelvilJj  p,  187* 

court* 
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court,    juftly  found  himfelf  defpifed   and 
detefted  by  every  body  *,  and  in  very  un- 
eafy  circumftances  at  London.     He  wanted 
to   come  down  to  Scotland ;    at  the  fame 
time  he  was  in  want  of  money,  and  had 
no  friends  to  procure  him  affiftance.     Be- 
fides,    as   the  Duke    of  Norfolk  had  the 
command  of  the  whole  northern  parts  of 
the    kingdom,   Murray  knew   well,    that 
he   could   not   pafs  the  'border   in  fafety, 
without  the  Duke's  friendfhip  ;    and  how 
to  compafs  this,  and  to  regain  the  confi- 
dence of  a  perfon  whom  he  had  fo  lately 
betrayed,  required  the  greateft  addrefs,  and 
the  utmoft  ftretch  of  his  diffimulation  and 
hypocrify.       About    this    time,    Secretary 
Lethington,    from   a  confcioufnefs  of  the 
wrongs    he    had    done    the  Queen,    and 
willing,    in  fome  degree,  to  make  atone- 
ment, now  privately  inclined  to  her  inte- 
reft  ;    by  his  means,  Sir  Nicholas  Throck- 
morton,  a  confident  of  the  Duke's,  gave 

*   Mclvill,  p.  186. 
VOL.  II.  P  bis 
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his  affiftance  on  this  fatal  occafion.  The 
Duke  had,  by  this  time,  made  propofals 
of  marriage  to  Queen  Mary  :  in  order, 
therefore,  to  accomplifh  this  matter, 
Throckmorton  convinced  him,  that  it 
would  conduce  to  the  good  of  his  affair 
to  have  the  friendmip  of  Murray.  The 
Duke  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  perfuaded.  So 
Murray  and  Secretary  Lethington  were  fe- 
cretly  brought  to  an  v  interview  with  the 
Duke ;  where  we  may  prefume  that  nei- 
ther prayers,  tears,  nor  the  moft  folemn 
promifes  and  proteftations  of  friendfhip 
and  fecrecy,  were  wanting  on  the  part  of 
Murray.  The  Duke,  noble,  generous,, 
and  open,  forgave  all  that  was  pail,  and 
opened  his  breaft  to  Murray  and  Lething- 
ton, as  to  his  purpofe  of  marriage  with 
Queen  Mary  ;  and  "  the  Regent  promifed, 
as  far"  (fays  Melvill)  "  as  could  be  de- 
vifed ;  fo  that  a  greater  friendship  was 
packed  up  between  them  than  ever  *." 

*  Melvill,  p.  188. 
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This  was  all  hypocrify  and  deceit  on  the 
part  of  Murray,  xvhofe  intention  it  never 
was  to  forward  any  fuch  marriage ;  fo 
that  this  worthy  nobleman,  who  deferved 
a  better  fate>  was  a  fecond  time  made 
the  dupe  of  Murray's  profound  diflimu- 
lation  and  fair  promifes,  and  was  foon 
after  moft  perfidioufly  betrayed  by  him. 
For  all  this  we  have  the  undoubted  aur 
thority  of  cotemporary  writers ;  particu- 
larly Sir  James  Melvill,  and  the  author 
of  Crawford's  manufcript  ;  the  firft  of 
whom  is  fo  much  the  profefled  apologift 
of  Murray,  that  no  objection  can  lie 
againft  his  authority  in  this  matter.  Sir 
James's  words  are,  "  After  the  Regent  had 
got  this  money,  and  taken  leave  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  he  was  advifed,  by  fuch 
as  had  credit  with  him,  to  tell  the  Queen 
"  all  that  had  pafled  betwixt  the  Duke  and 
"  him.  And  to  do  it  more  covertly,  it 
"  was  devifed,  that  the  Queen  of  England 
"  fhould  fend  for  him,  pretending  to  give 
P  2  "  him 
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44  him  fome  admonition  about  fome  order* 
44  to  be  obferved  upon  the  border.  This 
<c  being  done,  and  all  things  difcovered  to 
"  the  Queen,  with  a  promife,  fo  foon  as  he 
"  came  to  Scotland,  and  had  received  any 
44  letters  from  the  Duke,  by  cyphers  or 
44  otherwife,  he  fhould  fend  them  to  Eng- 
44  land  by  exprefs. — —After  the  Regent's 
44  fafe  return  to  Scotland,  Mr.  John  Wood, 
44  his  fecretary,  procured  upon  the  firft  oc- 
44  cafion  to  be  fent  to  England,  with  all 
44  the  letters  which  had  been  fent  from 
44  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  which  could  tend 
44  to  undo  him.-  -The  Duke  was  fent 
44  to  the  Tower,  and  fome  time  after  was 
"  beheaded*." 

From  this  ftory,  which  contains  fo  black 
a  piece  of  treachery  and  ingratitude,  carried 
on  under  the  vileft  diflimulation;  we  may 
judge,  with  certainty,  of  the  real  character 

*  Melvill,  p.  189.  Glafgow  edit. ;  Crawford,  p.  119. 
and  129. ;  and  Robertfon,  vol.  i.  p.  437. 

of 
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of  the  gude  or  godly  Regent ;  and,  without 
breach  of  charity,  conclude  him  to  have 
been  capable  of  engaging  in  the  worft  of 
crimes,  to  ferve  his  own  views,  and  to 
maintain  himfelf  in  that  government  which 
by  the  fame  practices  he  had  obtained, 
To  proceed  : 

The  difpofition  of  Murray  appears  to 
have  been  altogether  congenial  with  that  of 
Elisabeth.  In  this  laft  affair  they  co-operated 
to  one  point,  the  detaining  of  Queen  Mary 
a  prifoner  in  England  for  life.  That  being 
accomplimed,  Murray  now  turned  his 
thoughts  to  Scotland,  to  the  eftablifhment 
of  his  government  there,  by  the  definition 
of  the  Queen's  friends.  Lethington  was 
the  firft  to  be  profcribed.  He  was  now 
hated  and  dreaded  by  the  Regent.  He  had 
been  his  aflbciate  and  confederate  through 
the  whole  feries  of  the  confpiracies  which 
had  difturbed  the  Queen's  reign.  At  feeing 
the  miferable  fituation  to  which  fhe  was 
P  3  now 
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now  reduced,  and  to  which  he  had  fatally 
contributed,  Lethington  now  felt  remorfe, 
and  was  ferioufly,  though  fecretly,  dif- 
pofed  to  ferve  her. 

This  did  not  efcape  the  penetration  of 
Murray.  Lethington's  late  conduct  in  pro- 
moting the  Duke  of  Norfolk's  intended 
marriage,  which  tended  to  the  reftoration 
of  the  Queen,  could  never  be  forgiven. 
He  determined  to  take  him  off,  as  he  had 
clone  Norfolk  *.  Sir  James  Melvill,  from 
whom  we  take  the  following  fads,  was  the 
intimate  friend  of  the  Regent,  and  tells  us 
he  was  witnefs  to  the  tranfadions  f.  The 
Regent,  fays  Melvill,  refolved  to  accufe 
Secretary  Lethington  as  acceffary  t;o  Lord 
Darnley's  murder.  To  bring  this  about, 
however,  required  all  Murray's  cunning  and 
addrefs.  Lethington  had  been  too  long  his 
confederate  to  venture  openly  to  provoke 

*  Crawford,  p.  133. 

f  Melvill,  Glafgow  edition,  p,  190,  et  feq, 

him 


againft  MARY  £>ueen  of  SCOTS.       215 

him  to  take  a  defperate  meafure,  and  to  un- 
fold their  joint  fchemes  of  iniquity.  It  was 
neceflary,  therefore,  that  the  accufation 
againft  Lethington  fhould  come  from  ano- 
ther quarter.  The  Earl  of  Lennox  was 
under  no  fuch  reflraint :  his  retainer  and 
dependent,  the  famous  Thomas  Crawford, 
whom  he  had  before  brought  as  evidence 
againft  the  Queen,  appeared  before  Murray 
and  his  council,  and  accufed  Lethington  as 
acceffbry  to  the  late  King's  murder.  Le- 
thington was  thereupon  imprifoned.  Sir 
William  Kirkaldy  of  Grange,  one  of  Le- 
thington's  friends,  was  then  governor  of  the 
caftle  of  Edinburgh.  They  both  fufpeded 
Murray  to  be  at  the  bottom  of  this  fcheme, 
and  told  him  fo.  Sir  James  Melvill  fays, 
that  Murray's  apology  privately  to  them 
was,  "  That  it  confifted  not  in  his  power 
"  to  fcve  Lethington  from  prifori,  feeing  he 
"  was  accufed,  againft  his  'will,  for  the  King's 
"  murder  :  but  that  Grange  fhould  know 
"  bis  bone/1  part,  i.  e.  intention^  thereof  at 
P  4  "  meet* 
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"  meeting."  Lethington,  and  his  friend 
Grange,  were  not,  however,  by  fmooth 
fpeeches,  convinced  of  the  fmcerity  of 

Murray's  intention :     a  meflage  was  fent 

i 

by  Grange  to  the  Regent,  defiling  the  like 
juftice  to  be  done  upon  the  Earl  of  Mor- 
ton and  Mr.  Archibald  Douglas.  Grange 
himfelf  offered  to  fght  'with  Douglas.^  and 
the  Lord  Herries  with  the  Earl  of  Mor- 
ton,  on  that  head,  "  That  they  were  in 
"  the  council,  and  confequently  art  ancl 
"  part  of  the  King's  murder  *."  To  this 
challenge  no  anfwer  was  made  :  "  only'* 
(continues  Melvill)  "  the  Regent  jtf/7/  conti- 
16  nued  to  alledge,  thai  the  Lords  had  taken 
"  Lethington  again/I  his  ivi/L"  Grange,  on 
this,  fufpeding  the  \vorft,  thought  it  not 
fit  to  trun\  to  Murray's  fair  words;  he 
therefore  fent  a  party  from  the  caftle,  re-r 
fcucd  Lethington,  and  took  him  under  his 
own  protection.  I  ftill  follow  Melvill. — 
u  Murray  and  his  Councellor  (Morton,  by 

*  Melvill,  p.  191. 

"  whom 
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**  whom  he  was  led)  were  in  great  per- 
"  plexity  when  they  faw  that  Grange  had 
"  taken  Lethington  to  the  caftle,  fuppofing 
"  all  their  councils  to  be  difclofed.  They 
"  knew  not  how  to  help  the  matter,  but 
"  the  Regent  was  advifed  to  cover  his  anger 
"  until  a  fit  opportunity,  caufing  him  to 
"  go  up  to  the  caftle  the  next  morning ; 
"  for  he  durft  truft  Grange,  though  Grange 
"  would  no  more  truft  him."  Melvill  pro- 
ceeds :  "  After  this  there  were  many  de- 
"  vices  how  to  entrap  Grange,  but  he 
u  was  advertifed  to  be  upon  his  guard. 
"  — The  Regent,"  continues  Melvill, "  went 
up  to  the  caftle,  and  conferred  with 
them,  as  a  friend,  of  all  his  affairs,  with 
a  merry  countenance,  and  cafting  in 
"  many  merry  purpofes,  minding  them  of 
"  many  ftraits  and  dangers  they  had  for- 
^  merly  been  engaged  together  in.  So  far 
"  was  he  inftructed  to  diffemble ;  yet  the 
^  violence  he  did  himfelf  herein  was  eafily 

<c  per- 
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w  perceived   by  fuch   who   had   been   ac* 
44  quainted  with  him." 

What  a  pi&ure  of  dnTimuIatlon  have 
we  here  of  this  arch-hypocrite.  But  his 
artifice  and  hypocrify  were  pradifed  in  vain 
upon  fuch  men  as  Kirkaldy  and  Lething- 
ton,  who  were  too  well  and  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  his  duplicity,  to  be  caught 
In  fo  palpable  a  fnare.  Let  us  fee  how 
Murray  behaves  on  this  difappointrnenL — 
"  I  knew,"  fays  Melvill,  "  that  the  taking 
**  Lethington  to  the  caftle,  funk  deepeft 
ic  into  the  Regent's  heart."  Melvill  gives 
the  reafon  as  above :  "  He  and  Morton 
<c  fuppofed  all  their  councils  'would  be  dif- 
"  clofed" — -If  Murray  had  fucceeded  in 
decoying  Grange  from  the  caftle,  Melvill 
has  difcovered  to  us  what  was  to  have  been 
his  fate.  Morton,  fays  he,  had  four  af- 
faffins  prepared,  arid  lying  in  wait  to  have 
murdered  Grange  on  his  entering  the 

Regent's 
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Regent's   houfe,    if  he   could   have  been 
drawn  from  the  caftle  *. 

Murray,  however,  being  now  firmly 
fupported  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  exerted  his 
whole  power  to  opprefs  and  harafs  thofe 
who  had  lately  fupported  their  unfortunate 
Queen.  Of  the  noblemen  who  had  taken 
a  part  for  her  relief,  the  moft  powerful 
were,  the  Duke  of  Chattelrault,  and  the 
Earls  of  Huntly  and  Argyle.  Some  of 
thefe,  particularly  Huntly,  were  ftill  in 
arms  for  the  Queen.  Seeing,  however, 
little  profpeft  of  fucceeding  in  overturn- 
ing Murray's  government,  thus  firmly  fup- 
ported, they  began  to  liften  to  favourable 
terms  held  out  to  them  by  the  Regent,  of 
reftoring  them  and  their  dependents  to 
their  fortunes  and  eftates,  which  had  been 
forfeited  and  taken  from  them. 

On  the  folemn  afTurances  of  thefe  terms 
for  himfelf  and  friends,  Huntly  difbanded 

*  Melvill,  p.  192. 

his 
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his  troops,  which  he  had  no  fooner  done, 
than  the  falfe  Regent  haflened  to  Aberdeen, 
fummoned  all  Huntly's  friends  and  ad- 
herents to  appear  before  him,  and,  con- 
trary to  faith,  obliged  them  to  compound 
for  their  late  being  in  arms  for  their  Queen, 
and  exacted  from  them  fuch  enormous 
fums  of  money,  that  molt  of  them  and 
their  families,  fays  the  Hiftorian  of  ,the 
times,  were  reduced  to  beggary  and 
ruin  *„ 

By  the  fame  falfehood  and  treachery,  he 
trepanned  and  got  into  his  hands,  the  Duke 
of  Chattelrault  and  Lord  Henries.  On  the 
Regent's  allured  faith,,  thefe  noblemen  were 
decoyed  to  come  to  Edinburgh,  to  affift  iu 
quieting  the  country,  as  he  pretended  ;.  but 
no  fooner  were  they  arrived,  than  they 
were  made  prifoners*  and  fent  to  the  caftlef » 
By  thefe  afts  of  treachery  and  oppreflion,. 

*  Crawford,  p.  131.         f  MelvilJ,  p,  193. 

in 


again/I  MARY  £>vcen  of  SCOTS. 

in  open  violation  of  every  moral  obligation 
towards  all  who  had  fhewn  any  degree  of 
loyalty  to  the  unfortunate  Queen,  Murray 
became  univerfally  detefted  and  abandoned, 
fays  the  Hiftorian,  by  every  worthy  man*; 
fo  that  -when  he  appeared  in  public,  he 
was  attended  by  a  mean  retinue  of  his  de- 
pendents only.  He  was  fenfible  himfelf 
of  the  contempt  into  which  he  had  fallen, 
and  he  became  difpirited  and  dejedted  at 
the  frequent  infults  he  met  with  "f~. 

Amongft  thofe  loyalifts  who  fought  for 
their  unfortunate  Queen  at  the  fatal  battle 
of  Langfide,  was  a  gentleman  of  the  name 
of  Hamilton  of  Bothwellhaugh  J.  He  was 
there  taken  prifoner,  and  condemned  by 
the  Regent  to  be  hanged,  but  made  his 
efcape,  and  was  forfeited.  His  wife,  who 
was  the  heirefs  of  Woodhoufelee,  willingly 
abandoned  her  hufband's  patrimonial  eftate 

*  Crawford,  p.  139.         f  Ibid.         J  Ibid.  140. 

of 
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of  Bothwellhaugh,  and  betook  herfelf  to 
the  eftate  which  ihe  held  in  her  own  right* 
Murray,  on  this,  fent  an  armed  party^  who, 
after  ftripping  the  unfortunate  Lady,  turned 
her  naked  out  of  her  houfe  at  midnight 
into  the  open  fields,  expofed  to  the  in- 
clemency of  cold  and  darknefs.  By  this 
inhuman  treatment  fhe  loft  her  fenfes,  and 
became  frantic.  Her  hufband,  from  that 
moment,  vowed  the  death  of  Murray, 
which  he  put  in  execution  foon  after.  The 
Regent  held  his  court  at  that  time  at  the 
palace  of  Linlithgow :  there  Hamilton  lay 
in  wait  for  him  in  a  houfe  which  he  had 
hired,  having  a  wooden  gallery  fronting 
the  high  ftreet,  and  a  poftern-gate  which 
opened  to  the  fields,  where  he  had  a  fwift 
horfe,  ready  faddled,  for  making  his  efcape. 
He  knew  the  time  when  the  Regent  was 
to  pafs  along  the  ftreet  on  horfeback ;  feized 
the  opportunity,  took  his  aim,  and,  with 
a  fingle  bullet^  fhot  him  through  the  body; 

then 
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then  mounted  his  horfe,  and  eicaped  to 
Hamilton,  and  from  thence  to  France.  It 
is  reported  of  him,  that  while  he  was  there, 
a  reward  was  offered  him  to  kill  Admiral 
Coligny :  <c  No,"  anfwered  he,  "  unlefs 
"  Coligny  had  injured  me  as  highly  as 
"Murray  did*." 

Thus  died  James  Stuart  Earl  of  Murray, 
Regent  of  Scotland.  To  the  fupremacy  of 
power  he  attained,  by  a  fteady  and  de- 
termined adherence  to  an  early  plan,  formed 
by  him  for  the  deftrucHon  of  his  queen 
and  fifter;  and  for  that  purpofe,  bafely 
felling  himfelf  and  the  freedom  of  his 
country  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  who  fup- 
ported  him  in  all  his  traiterous  plots  and 
confpiracies  againft  his  native  fovereign. 
He  enjoyed  his  ill-got  dignity  only  two 
years  and  five  months,  in  which  fhort 
fpace  he  lived  to  fee  himfelf  the  object 

*  Crawford,  p,  140. 

of 
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of  univerfal  deteftation  and  contempt :  neg-> 
le£ted  by  his  former  friends,  unlefs  by 
Morton,  and  thofe  zealots  among  the  Re- 
formed Clergy,  whom,  by  his  hypocritical 
and  affeded  fandtity,  he  made  the  ufeful 
inftruments  of  his  ambition  ;  and  deferted 
by  every  honeft  man*  ! 

*  Crawford,  p.  139.     Melvill,  p.  194. 
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CHAP.     VII. 

Abftratt  or  Outlines  of  the  Hi/lory  of  the 
Times^  ferving  to  illuftrate  the  Aftions 
and  Characters  of  the  Confederates  again/I 
Queen  Mary,  while  Jbe  was  detained  a 
Prifoner  in  England^  during  the  fuccejfive 
Regencies  of  the  Earls  of  Lennox^  Mary 
and  Morton. — The  Trial 9  ConfeJJion^  and 
Death  of  Morton. 


actions  and  characters  of  the  con- 
federates for  the  dethroning  of  Queen 
Mary,  when  confidered,  and  weighed  in 
the  oppofite  fcale  with  that  of  the  unfor- 
tunate Queen,  form  a  weighty  argument 
in  her  favour.  As  we  have,  in  the  fore- 
going pages,  traced  the  conduit  of  thefe 
confederates  from  Queen  Mary's  arrival, 
VOL.  II.  Q  from 
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from  France,  in  her  own  kingdom^  until 
the  fatal  end  of  their  leader  the  Earl  of 
Murray,  who  did  not  long  enjoy  the  fruits 
of  his  traiterous  confpiracies  againft  his 
Sovereign :  we  now  proceed  in  our  re- 
fearch,  with  j^gard^jto^  Morton  and  Le- 
thington,  the  remaining  affociates,  from 
the  above  period  of  Murray's  aflaflmation, 
until  their  final  cataftrophe ;  in  which  it 
may  be  necefiary  to  fketch  the  outlines  of 
fo  much  of  the  hiftory  of  the  times  as 
ferves  to  illuftrate  the  characters,  and  con- 
ned! with  the  particular  actions  of  the 
abovementioned  perfons. 

The  premature  death  of  the  Earl  of 
Murray  was  confidered  by  the  friends  of 
Queen  Mary,  as  a  fatal  blow  to  the  ad- 
verfe  party,  which  they  hoped,  now  that 
their  moft  active  leader,  and  the  bittereft 
of  the  Queen's  enemies  in  Scotland,  was 
cut  off,  might  bring  about  her  reftoration 
to  the  throne  of  her  own  kingdom.  Queen 

Elizabeth 
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Elizabeth  could  not  conceal  her  grief  on 
that  event,  and  the  intereft  which  flie  had 
in  a  life  which  fhe  confidered  as  of  great 
importance  to  her  *. 

Morton,  by  the  fupport  of  Elizabeth, 
now  became  the  leader  of  the  party  againft 
the  Queen.  Immediately  after  Murray's 
death,  he  took  upon  him  to  call  a  con- 
vention of  the  Nobility,  efpecially  fuch 
(fays  Crawford)  as  were  the  Queen's  ene- 
mies. 

The  friends  of  the  Queen,  upon  this, 
defired  the  meeting  to  be  adjourned  to  a 

*  Elizabeth,  fays  Dr.  Robertfon,  bewailed  the  death 
of  Murray  as  the  moil  fatal  difafter  that  could  have 
befallen  her  kingdom,  and  was  inconfolable  to  a  degree 
that  little  fuited  her  dignity.  Robertfon,  odtavo  edit, 
vol.  ii.  p.  i. 

Queen  Mary  too,  on  hearing  of  Murray's  death, 
is  faid  to  have  fhed  tears  for  this  inhuman  brother, 
whofe  deteftable  wickednefs  and  treachery  bad  preci- 
pitated her  from  her  throne  to  a  prifon*  Crawford, 
p.  144, 

longer 
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longer  day,  that  the  whole  Nobility  might 
have  intimation,  and  time  to  attend  this 
convention.  Notwithftanding,  Morton  and 
his  friends  met  on  the  day  appointed  ; 
when  the  firft  thing  Morton  got  done,  was 
an  a£t  of  the  convention,  abfolving  Se- 
cretary Lethington  from  the  accufation 
brought  againft  him,  as  acceffory  to  the 
late  King's  murder ;  "  and  recognofcing 
"  him,  as  an  honeft  man,  in  his  own  place 
u  again  ;  and  as  a  good  and  profitable  in- 
"  ftrument  in  this  common  weill*."  After 
this,  the  Earl  of  Lennox  was  declared  Re- 
gent of  the  kingdom. 

Confederates  in  iniquity  become  always 
fufpicious,  and  take  the  firft  opportunity  to 
get  rid  of  each  other. 

Notwithftanding  this  abfolution  of  Le- 
thington, the  very  fame  year  the  Regent 
Lennox  difmifled  the  Secretary  from  his 

*  Crawford,  p.  149* 

offices, 
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offices,  proclaimed  him  a  traitor  on  ac- 
count of  the  late  King's  murder,  and  an 
of  forfeiture  was  pafled  againft  him. 


As  Morton  was  the  Regent's  chief  mini- 
fter  at  the  time,  Lethington,  with  reafon, 

blamed  Morton  as  the  caufe  of  his  forfeit- 

» 

ure.  The  letters  that  pafled  between  them 
on  that  head,  which  are  ftill  preferred  to 
us,  are  curious,  and  give  great  light  into 
this  matter.  /Lethington  wrote  to  his  friend 
the  Laird  of  Carmichael  the  following  let- 
ter, which,  it  appears,  was  fhown  by  him 
to  Morton  :  "  He  (Morton)  was  the  chief 
"  procurer  and  folicitor  of  my  pretended 
<c  forfeiture,  for  a  crime,  whereof  ]  he  knows 
"  In  his  conference,  I  was  as  innocent  as  him- 
"felf"  Morton's  anfwer  to  Carmichael  is 
as  follows  :  "  When  it  fhall  be  confidered, 
"  who  had  the  government,  and  for  what 
"  caufe  the  forfeiture  paft,  I  think  they 
"  will  not  efteem  me  the  chief  procurer  or 
"  folicitor  thereof:  for  the  Earl  of  Lennox 

"  being 
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(C  being  the  Regent,  having  the  admini- 
"  ftration  of  juftice  in  his  hands,  and  the 
"  caufe  being  the  murder  of  the  King  his 
*'  fon,  it  might  be  well  thought  that  there 
*c  needed  little  procuration  or  folicitation. 
*c — That  I  know  him  innocent  in  my 
"  confcience  as  my felf !  the  coritr ary  there- 
<c  of  is  true ;  for  I  was  arid  am  innocent 
*  thereof,  but  could  not  affirm  the  fame 
"  of  him,  confidering  what  I  underftood 
"  of  that  matter  of  bis  own  confeffion  to 
"  myjelf*"  This  was  very  plain  lan- 
guage between  thefe  confederates,  now 
ready  to  fall  out;  but  they  knew  they 
were  ftill  in  the  hands  of  friends.  If  Mor- 
ton had  himfelf  been  entirely  innocent, 
#nd  knew  Lethington  to  have  been  guilty 
of  the  King's  murder,  what  could  induce 
him,  in  the  a£t  of  convention  1570,  to 
procure  this  murderer  of  the  King  to  be 
then  abfolved  of  the  crime,  and  recognlfed 

*  Bannantine's  continuation  of  Knox's  Hiftory,  MS. 
p.  202.  Advocates'  library. 

as 
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as  an  boneft  man  ?  Only  this,  furely,  that 
Lethington  at  that  time  was  his  friend 
and  confederate;  afterwards  it  feems  he 
fell  out  with  him,  and  had  the  influence 
with  the  Regent  fecretly  to  procure  Le- 
thington's  forfeiture  ;  but  for  fear  of  pro- 
voking him  to  a  full  difcovery  of  their 
joint  crimes,  he  durft  not  openly  aft 
againft  him. 

Morton  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
weaknefs  and  verfatile  difpofition  of  Le- 
thington, and  the  favour  he  now  difcovered 
towards  the  Queen.  The  apprehenfion 
which  he  had,  of  Lethington's  laying  open 
to  his  friend  and  protector,  Sir  William 
Kirkaldy  of  Grange,  their  whole  fcenes  of 
iniquity,  which  muft  have  opened  the  eyes 
of  the  public,  and  operated  the  Queen's 
reinftatement,  and  his  own  overthrow  ;  this 
fat  brooding  in  his  bofom,  and  gave  him 
no  quiet  but  in  the  thoughts  of  compafling 
Lethington's  death,  together  with  that  of 

his 
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his  confidant  and  protestor  Grange,  who 
now  had  openly  declared  againft  the  Re- 
gent's and  Morton's  party,  and  left  them, 
and  held  out  the  Caftle  of  Edinburgh  in  the 
Queen's  name. 

The  Earl  of  Lennox's  Regency  was  of 
fhort  duration,  one  year  and  four  months 
only ;  in  which  anarchy  and  confuiiori 
prevailed  over  the  whole  kingdom.  Both 
parties  were  in  arms  againft  each  other. 
Separate  conventions,  under  the  name  of 
Parliaments,  were  held.  The  one  under 
the  authority  of  the  Queen  ;  the  other  by 
the  Regent,  in  name  of  the  young  Prince, 
whom,  under  Murray's  Regency,  they  had 
proclaimed  King.  In  thefe  feparate  Par- 
liaments mutual  attainders  and  forfeitures 
were  iflued  againft  each  other,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which,  the  country  was  de- 
ftroyed,  and  much  blood  fhed ;  while  the 
deteftable  policy  of  Elizabeth  fomented  this 
deftrudive  civil  rage,  and  by  means  of 

the 
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the  infamous  Randolph,  her  minifter,  then 
refident  in  Scotland,  artfully  keeping  well 
with  both  parties,  incited  them  againft 
each  other  *.  In  this  wicked  plan  fhe  fuc~ 

ceeded 

*  Of  this  we  have  full  evidence.  Sir  James  Mel- 
vill  fays,  he  was  fent  by  Randolph  with  proportions  to 
Grange,  Governour  of  the  Caftle,  to  agree  with  the 
Regent,  and  affift  him  and  his  party. — Grange's  an- 
fwer  to  Randolph  by  Melvill  was,  a  requeft  to  Ran- 
dolph to  fpeak  plain  to  him. — On  this,  fays  Melvill, 
after  fome  ceremonies  and  proteftations  of  fecrecy,  he 
faid,  "  Tell  your  friend  (Grange)  this  from  Mr.  Ran- 
"  dolph  (but  not  from  the  Englifh  Ambaflador),  that 
"  there  is  no  lawful  authority  in  Scotland  but  the 
"  Queen's ;  fhe  will  prevail  at  length,  and  therefore 
"  it  is  his  intereft,  as  the  fafeft  courfe,  to  join  him- 
"  felf  to  her  fadion."  «  This  was  the  help,"  fays 
Melvill,  "  he  made  to  the  Regent,  who  believed  that 
"  Randolph's  embaiTy  (to  Scotland)  was  to  advance 
"  his  authority."  Melvill,  p.  204.  The  finger  of 
Morton  here  is  eafy  to  be  traced ;  he  went  hand  in 
hand  with  Randolph  in  this  infamous  policy  of  inciting 
the  contending  parties  to  cut  each  other's  throats. — . 
Melvill  proceeds — Randolph  knew  the  animofities  which 
were  among  the  Nobility,  and  the  nature  of  every  one 
in  particular,  by  his  long  refidence  in  Scotland,  "  To 

«  the 
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ceeded  to  her  utmoft  wifh.  The  parties 
were  not  only  ftirred  up  to  fried  each  other'* 
blood,  but  to  lay  wafte  their  lands,  and 
burn  and  deftroy  their  caftles  and  palaces. 
Nay  more,  when  at  one  period  there  was 
fome  prolpeft  of  an  agreement,  to  prevent 
this,  Sir  William  Drury,  with  a  body  of 
Englifh  forces,  aflifted  the  Regent  in 
plundering  and  throwing  to  the  ground, 
the  palaces  of  Hamilton,  Linlithgow,  and 
Kinneill,  which  belonged  to  the  Duke  of 
Chattelrault,  then  the  head  of  the  Queen's 
party*  <c  This  was  done"  (fays  Melvill) 


"  the  Ladies,  he  caufed  his  Queen  to  fend  commend- 
<c  ations  and  tokens  (prefents).  He  alfo  ufed  his 
*c  craft  with  the  Minifters  (Clergy),  offering  gold  to 
**  fuch  as  he  thought  could  be  prevailed  with  to  accept 
<c  his  offers.  He  gave  largely  to  all  fuch  as  he  knew 
"  were  able  to  ferve  him  in  his  deftgn  of  kindling  this 
**  jfire."  And  his  endeavours  were  as  fuccefsful  as  he 
could  wifh.  While  Randolph  was  thus  diftributing 
his  Englifli  gold  with  a  liberal  hand,  we  need  not 
doubt  that  his  affiftant  Morton,  Elizabeth's  beft  friend 
and  flavifli  dependant,  had  his  full  (hare  of  it. 

"to 
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"  to  enrage  them,  ^fo  as  there  might  be  no 
"  hope  of  agreement,  when  the  Hamiltons 
"  faw  themfelves  fo  much  injured  *." 

To  detail  the  particulars  of  thefe  deftruc- 
tive  civil  commotions,  were  to  deviate  from 
our  plan.  Short  as  Lennox's  Regency 
was,  it  was  diftinguifhed  by  feveral  a£ts  of 
cruelty  and  oppreflion.  He  appears  to  have 
been  a  weak,  impetuous,  and  rafh  man, 
folely  guided  by  the  Earl  of  Morton.  At 
his  inftigation,  on  making  himfelf  mafter 
of  the  town  of  Brechin,  he  caufed  to  be 
hanged  feventy-fix  of  the  loyalifts,  who 
gallantly  defended  themfelves  in  the  church* 
He  was  particularly  furious  in  his  rage 
againft  the  Duke  of  Chattelrault  and  the 
Hamiltons,  whom  he  regarded  as  the  heads 
of  the  Queen's  party.  Befides  deftroying 
their  houfes  as  above,  under  appearance  of 
a  moft  precipitate  and  informal  trial,  he 
condemned  and  put  to  death,  Hamilton, 

*  Melvill,  p.  207, 

Archbifhop 
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Archbifhop  of  St.  Andrew's,  brother  to 
the  Duke,  as  acceflbry  to  Lord  Darnley's 
murder  *.  The  moft  fignal  enterprife  of 
the  Queen's  party  during  Lennox's  Re- 
gency was  the  laft  j  in  which,  though  it 
failed  of  fuccefs,  the  Regent  loft  his  life. 
Had  its  fuccefs  anfwered  to  the  greatnefs 
and  intrepidity  of  the  defign,  as  planned 
and  devifed  by  the  genius  of  Sir  William 
Kirkaldy,  in  all  probability,  it  would  have 
put  an  end  to  the  civil  war  in  Scotland, 
by  crufhing  at  one  blow  the  Regent  and  his 
adherents :  and  that  it  would  have  fuc- 
ceeded,  is  equally  probable,  had  it  been 
conducted  by  Grange  himfelf,  who,  for 
his  fagacity,  intrepidity,-  arid  military  {kill, 
was  efteemed  amongft  the  moft  eminent 
captains  of  the  age.  But  as  Governour  of 
the  Caftle,  the  place  of  refuge  of  the  Lords 
of  the  Queen's  party,  to  leave  fo  important 
a  poft  then  under  his  charge,  was  thought 
by  the  Lords  to  be  too  hazardous. 

*  Crawford,  p.  195. 

The 
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The  Regent,  with  Morton  and  the  whole 
Lords  of  that  party,  then  held  a  parliament 
at  Stirling  ;  fecure,  as  they  thought  them- 
felves,  under  protection  of  the  caftle,  go- 
verned by  the  Earl  of  Mar,  who  had  the 
cuftody  of  the  young  Prince.  On  the 
evening  of  the  3d  of  September  1571,  the 
Earl  of  Huntly,  Lord  Claud  Hamilton,  Scot 
of  Balcleugh,  and  Sir  David  Spence,  at 
the  head  of  three  hundred  horfe  and  one 
hundred  foot,  fet  off  from  Edinburgh,  to 
quell,  as  they  gave  out,  an  infurredicn  on 
the  Border.  They  took  the  road  fouth- 
ward,  until  they  got  out  of  view  of  the 
city,  when  making  a  circuit  towards  the 
weft,  they  marched  direftly  to  Stirling; 
where,  without  halting,  they  arrived  before, 
day-light.  They  had  with  them  fome  of- 
the  townfmen,  who  knew  every  avenue  of 
the  place.  In  a  few  minutes  all  the  horfes 
in  the  town  were  fecured,  while,  at  the 
fame  time,  the  houfes  of  the  Regent  and 
of  his  Lords  were  furrounded  and  them*- 

felves 
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felves  made  prifoners,  and  ready  to  be  car-» 
ried  off.  So  far  every  thing  fucceeded  to 
the  wifhes  of  the  afiailants ;  when  a  retreat 
being  founded,  for  calling  together  the 
fcattered  parties,  not  above  one  half  of  them 
could  be  got  together.  Balcleugh's  Bor- 
derers, intent  upon  plunder,  were  ftraggling 
in  different  parts  of  the  town.  Mar,  in 
the  caftle,  being  by  this  time  alarmed  with 
the  noife  and  tumult  from  the  town,  fud- 
denly  marched  down  a  band  from  the  gar- 
rifon,  who  brilkly  attacking  the  aflailants, 
thus  fcattered,  and  before  they  could  be 
collected  together,  came  juft  in  time  to 
fnatch  the  prey  from  their  hands,  when 
ready  to  be  carried  off.  In  the  tumult  and 
confufion,  the  Regent  Lennox  was  mor- 
tally wounded.  He  had  been  made  pri- 
foner  early  in  the  attack,  and  was  under 
the  protection  of  Sir  David  Spence,  to 
whom  he  had  furrendered  himfelf,  and 
who  gallantly  defended  him,  until  he  him- 
felf was  flain.  Their  other  prifoners  the 

aflailants 
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aflailants  were  obliged  to  leave  behind 
them,  to  fecure  their  own  retreat^  which 
they  gallantly  effe&ed,  with  the  lofs  only 
of  a  few  of  their  men ;  Sir  David  Spencc 
being  the  only  perfon  of  rank  on  that  fide 
killed  in  this  fignal  expedition,  which, 
for  greatnefs  of  the  defign,  and  celerity 
and  intrepidity  in  the  execution,  is  fcarce 
to  be  matched  in  hiftory. — That  a  handful 
of  men,  fays  the  cotemporary  Hiftorian  *, 
harafled  and  opprefled  by  powerful  ene- 
mies at  home,  affifted  by  the  powerful 
Queen  Elizabeth  from  abroad,  having  but 
one  place  of  ftrength  for  their  refuge  and 
protection  in  their  own  country,  fhould 
venture  for  a  moment  to  leave  that,  make 
a  circuitous  march  of  near  fifty  miles  in  a 
few  hours,  enter  a  large  garrifon  town, 
full  of  people,  encounter  an  armed  force, 
infinitely  fuperior  in  number,  protected  by, 
and  lying  under  the  guns  of  one  of  the 
ftrongeft  fortrefies  in  the  kingdom,  and 

*  Crawford. 

4  furround, 
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furround,  in  a  moment,  and  inclofe,  as  in  a 
net,  the  Regent  of  the  kingdom,  and  his 
-whole  Peers,  then  convened  in  Parliament ; 
is  moft  ailonifhing,  and,  for  the  generous 
clemency  and  moderation  fhewn  by  the 
victors,  cannot  be  too  much  applauded. 
Befides  the  Regent  Lennox,  they  had  in 
their  hands  Morton,  and  ten  other  Lords, 
the  chiefs  of  their  enemies,  mounted  behind 
the  horfemen,  ready  to  be  carried  off.  They 
had  it  in  their  power,  concludes  the  Hifto- 
rian,  to  have  prevented  a  refcue,  and  to 
have  put  an  end  to  the  civil  war  at  once, 
by  difpatching  them.  But  thefe  generous 
victors  difdained  to  fecure  their  conqueft, 
or  ftain  their  magnanimity,  by  the  blood 
of  their  prifoners.  They  left  this  Machia- 
velian  maxim,  to  be  followed  by  the  modern 
butchers  in  war. 

On  the  death  of  Lennox,  the  Earl  of 
Mar  was  chofen  Regent.  This  Nobleman 
was  not  endued  with  bright  parts,  or  deep 

reach 
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reach  of  mind.  He  was,  however,  a  man 
of  refolution,  and  pofleffed  a  heart  warm  to 
the  intereft  of  his  country.  He  was  zealous 
in  the  caufe  of  the  Reformed  religion,  and 
deemed  Queen  Mary's  principles  incompati- 
ble with  it.  His  confcientious  zeal  had  made 
him  an  eafy  conqueft  to  the  artful  Murray 
and  his  partifans.  As  he  was  efteemed, 
however,  by  both  parties  as  a  man  of  vir- 
tue and  honour,  he  was  thought  a  fit  per- 
fon,  and  worthy  to  have  the  charge  and 
keeping  of  the  young  Prince  in  the  caftle 
of  Stirling,  of  which  he  was  Governor. 
Notwithflanding  Morton's  efforts  to  fucceed 
Lennox  as  Regent^  the  Earl  of  Mar  was 
inverted  with  that  high  office. 

The  new  Regent  was  fenfible  of  the 
miferable  ftate  to  which  the  country  was 
reduced,  by  the  fury  of  the  .enraged  parties 
againft  each  other,  and  bent  his  fkill  to 
bring  about  a  treaty  of  accommodation  be- 
tween them.  The  inflammatory  practices 

VOL.  II.  R  of 
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of  Randolph  became  fo  glaring  as  to  open? 
their  eyes.:  Randolph  loft  credit  with  both 
parties,>  and  was  recalled  by  Eliz'abeth,  who 
lent  down  Mr*  Killigrew  in  his  -place ; 
whofe  fecret  inftru&ions,.  however,,  were  to 
follow  the  fame  plan  as  the  former  miniften 
Melvill  informs  us,  that  being  an  old 
friend  of  Killigrew,.  and  much  in;  favour 
with  him,  he  told  Melvill  in  confidence, 
"  That  the  Englifh  Council  neither  built 
a  their  courfe  upon  the  late  Regent  Len- 
"  nox,  nor  upon  this  Mar,  but  entirely 
u  upon  the  Earl  of  Morton,  as  confirmed 
<c  to  them  by  the  opinion  of  M*.  Ran- 
"  dolph*"  "  lor  albeit"  (fays  Mr.  Kil- 
ligrew) "  Morton  is  not  Regent,  yet  they 
"  know  that  he  had  a  great  faction  in  the 
"  country  j",  which  they  (Elizabeth  and 
"  Council)  were  refolved  to  increafe,  fo 
4C  that  whoever  is  Regent,  he  fhould  get 
tt  little  done  without  Morton's  confent."-— - 

*  Melvill,  p.  217 — 219. 
f  Bribed  by  Englifh  gold. 

Killigrew 
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Killigrew  confefled  to  him,  fays  Melvill, 
"  that  in  this  bufmefs  his  commiffion  and 
"  his  mind  went  not  one  way ;  that  he 
ic  was  employed  againft  his  will,  though 
"  as  a  fervant  he  durft  not  difobey  his 
"Princefs*." 

The  well-meaning  Regent,  ignorant  of 
this  double-dealing,  was  ftill  endeavouring, 
with  all  his  fkill  and  power,  to  bring  the 
contending  parties  to  an  accommodation, 

*  Melvill,    p.  219. The  fa&  is  certainly  true, 

and  is  attefted  by  Crawford,  p.  244.  and  other  cotem- 
porary  Hiftorians.  But  that  the  Englifh  Minifter 
fhould  thus  difcover  the  fecrets  of  his  miftrefs's  coun- 
cils to  Melvill  is  queftionable. — Killigrew,  at  this 
time,  had  even  a  more  important  and  fecret  commif- 
fion to  negotiate  with  the  Regent  and  Earl  of  Morton, 
viz.  To  treat  with  them  concerning  the  delivering  up 
the  unfortunate  Queen  Mary  into  their  hands,  on 
their  giving  hoflages  for  putting  her  to  death.  See 
Chap.  VIII.  From  the  character  of  the  Regent,  we 
may  reafonably  conclude,  that  fo  infamous  a  treaty 
would  be  rejected  by  him  with  horror;  as  we  hear 
no  more  mention  of  it,  until  lately  difcovered  amongft 
Cecil's  papers. 

R  a-  while 
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while  the  artful  Morton,  whofe  influence 
in  Council  was  fuperior  to  the  Regent's, 
was  as  induftrious  to  keep  them  afunder, 
by  counteracting  all  his  meafures.  The 
Queen's  friends,  in  tne  mean  time,  Eliza- 
beth having  withdrawn  her  forces,  were 
gaining  ground  againft.  their  enemies  in 
every  quarter  of  the  country,  and  retaliat- 
ing their  late  outrages.  The  good  Regent 
(fays  Crawford),  now  feeing  the  young 
King's  intereft  daily  decline,  and  that  he 
himfelf  had  no  more  than  the  empty  title 
of  Supreme  Magiftrate,  while  the  factious 
Morton  ingrofled  the  whole  power  to  him- 
felf and  his  creatures,  fell  into  a  deep 
melancholy,  which  fuddenly  brought  him 
to  his  grave,  imiverfally  lamented  by  all 

good  men  *. 

About 

*  Melvill  fays,  it  was  fufpetfed  that  the  Regent's 
fudden  death  was  occafioned  by  poifon  given  to  him  by 
Morton.  The  flory  is  thus  told  by  him.— "The 
"  Regent  went  to  Edinburgh  to  convene  the  Lords  of 
"  the  Council,  to  fhew  them  the  calamities  that  fhe 

"  civil 
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About  this  time,  a  moft  infamous  tranfac- 
tion,  firft  begun  by  the  Earl  of  Murray, 
and  now  completed  by  Morton,  ought  not 
to  be  parted  over  in  filence,  as  it  lays  open 
tjie  hearts  of  two  men,  whom  no  principles 
of  moral  reditude,  no  ties  of  gratitude, 
honour,  or  honefty,  could  ever  bind,  nor 
any  compundiion  or  feelings  of  humanity 
could  ever  turn  afide  from  their  bafe  and 
wicked  defigns, 

Towards  the  end  of  Murray's  Regency, 
when  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  was  engaged  in 
negociations  with  Queen  Mary's  friends 
Abroad  for  her  relief,  an  infurre£tion, 

"  civil  war  produced,  and  the  necejfity  of  an  agree- 
"  went,  for  the  good  of  the  country.  Meantime, 
"  until  the  day  appointed  for  the  Council  arrived,  he 
<*  went  to  Dalkeith,  where  he  was  nobly  treated  by 
**  the  Lord  Morton.  Shortly  after,  he  took  a  vehement 
"  ficknefs,  which  caufed  him  to  ride  fuddenly  to  Stir- 
"  ling,  where  he  died  much  regretted.  Some  of  his 
"  friends,  and  the  vulgar,  fufpecled  he  had  gotten 
**  wrong  at  the  banquet."  Melvill,  p.  321. 

R  3  headed 
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headed  by  the  Earls  of  Northumberland 
and  Weftmorland,  was  raifed  in  the  north 
of  England.  By  the  vigilance  of  Elizabeth, 
however,  their  forces  were  ibon  difperfed, 
and  Northumberland  fled  into  Scotland. 
There  he  was  humanely  proteded  on  the 
Border  by  the  Elliots  *,  who  defigned  to 
have  conducted  him  to  the  ftrong  fortrefs 
of  Dunbarton,  where  he  would  have  been 
fafe  under  the  protection  of  Lord  Boyd 
and  the  Hamiltons,  the  Queen's  friends, 
who  commanded  there.  Regent  Murray, 
vigilant  in  the  caufe  of  Elizabeth,  hearing 
of  the  place  of  his  retreat,  made  a  fudden 
inarch,  with  a  ftrong  body  of  men,  and 
furrounded  the  houfe ;  when,  after  a  gal- 
lant defence  made  by  the  Elliots,  Northum- 
berland was  made  prifoner,  and  fent  to  the 
Caftle  of  Lochlevin,  lately  the  prifon  of  the 
unfortunate  Queen  Mary.  It  is  not  to  be 
doubted,  that  the  remorfelefs  Murray,  to 
enhance  the  merit  of  his  recent  treachery 

*  Crawford,  p.  138. 

With 
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with  regard  to  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  would 
have  delivered  up  Northumberland  to 
Queen  Elizabeth.  The  Regent's  death, 
however,  which  foon  after  followed,  pre- 
vented it.  In  this  remote  prifon,  under 
the  ftri£l  guard  of  Douglas  of  Lochlevin, 
the  near  kinfman  of  the  Earl  of  Morton, 
Northumberland  was  kept  till  this  time*, 
when  Morton  was  all-powerful.  From 
the  obligations  which  he  lay  under  to  Nor- 
thumberland, whofe  hofpitable  roof  had 
afforded  a  generous  protection  and  afylum 
to  the  exiled  Morton,  where  he  fled  for 
flielter  after  the  aflaffination  of  Rizziof, 
the  generous  Piercy  had  reafon  to  expecl: 
a  grateful  return,  when  in  fimilar  circum- 
ftances  he  himfelf  was  obliged  to  take  fhel- 
ter  in  Scotland.  Inftead  of  which,  the 
ungrateful  wretch,  for  a  fum  of  money, 
bafely  fold  and  delivered  his  late  hoft  into 
the  hands  of  Elizabeth  £,  who  immediately 

*  May  1572.  f  Crawford,  p.  250. 

J  Ibid.  p.  249. 

R  4  caufed 
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caufed  his  head  to  be  ftruck  off.  Had  we 
nothing  elfe  to  lead  us  to  form  a  judgment 
of  the  characters  of  Murray  and  Morton, 
than  the  black  treachery  and  infamous  parts 
aded  by  them  iri  the  tragical  cataftrophes 
of  the  above  unfortunate  Noblemen,  we 
muft  conclude  them  to  have  been  capable  of 
committing  any  crime.  We  return  to  the 
thread  of  our  narrative. 

Upon  the  Earl  of  Mar's  death,  Mortor; 
was  elected  Regent.  During  the  late  Re- 
gency, the  affairs  of  that  party  had  greatly 
declined.  The  Queen's  friends  and  adhe- 
rents had  fo  far  prevailed,  as  to  become 
matters  of  the  greater  part  of  the  kingdom, 
and  of  moft  of  the  fortrefies,  which  now 
declared  for  her  *.  In  this  profperous  fitu- 
atipn  of  the  Queen's  affairs,  the  irifidious. 
artifice  of  Elizabeth,  by  one  ftroke  of 
policy,  defeated  every  exertion  of  the 
friends  of  Mary,  and  threw  the  govern- 

*  Crawford,  p.  250. 

ment; 
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ment  of  the  kingdom  entirely  into  the 
hands  of  Morton,  her  own  flavifh  de^ 
pendant. 

Upon  the  happy  turn  of  her  affairs  in 
Scotland,  Queen  Mary  exerted  all  her 
influence  with  the  Court  of  France,  to  in- 
terpofe  with  Queen  Elizabeth  for  her  deli- 
verance, and  reinftatement  in  the  throne  of 
her  own  kingdom.  Upon  this,  King 
Charles  was  induced  to  fend  Mr.  Le  Croque 
his  Ambaflador  to  England  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  The  artful  Elizabeth,  who  for  fome 
time  paft  had  pretended  to  Hand  neuter, 
and  to  negociate  between  Queen  Mary  and 
her  rebel  fubjeds,  now  appeared  to  be 
moved  in  her  favour.  She  declared,  how- 
ever, that  before  any  ftep  was  to  be  taken 
for  the  Queen's  re-eftablifhment,  it  was 
expedient  that  there  mould  be  a  ceflation  of 
arms,  previous  to  the  treaty  of  peace  to  be 
fettled  between  the  contending  parties.  This 
\vas  fpecious :  it  was  a  well-contrived  blind, 

to 
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to  ftop  in  the  mean  time  the  progrefs  of 
the  Queen's  vi&orious  arms,  and  to  difarm. 
her  friends.  For  this  purpofe  Elizabeth 
fends  her  Minifter  Drury  to  Scotland,  who, 
co-operating  with  Le  Croque,  who  fuffered 
himfelf  to  be  duped  by  the  Englishman ''% 
and  was  blind  enough  not  to  fee  the  confe- 
quence;  they  prevail  with  the  loyalifts, 
wearied  out  and  haraffed  with  a  civil  war, 
fomented  and  kept  up  by  Queen  Elizabeth, 
in  which  their  lands  and  eftates  had  been 
laid  wafte,  and  the  country  defolated  and 
deftroyed,  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  peace 
with  the  Earl  of  Mar,  and  to  fubmit  to  his 
government,  or  rather  Morton's,  who  had 
left  him  only  the  name  of  Regent. 

*  We  may  judge  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  fincerity  in 
pretending  at  this  time  to  befriend  Queen  Mary,  from 
what  follows.  The  ce/Tation  of  arms,  previous  to  the 
treaty  of  peace  between  the  contending  parties,  was 
agreed  to  in  July  1572  ;  and  Killigrew's  fecret  in- 
ftru&ions,  containing  Elizabeth's  propofal  of  deliver- 
ing up  Mary  to  her  enemies,  to  be  put  to  death,  are 
dated  roth  September  the  fame  year* 

Nothing 
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Nothing  appears  more  abfurd  than  Lc 
Croque's  coolnefs  in  the  courfe  of  this 
matter :  although  his  coming  to  Scotland 
was  in  behalf  of  Queen  Mary,  he  joined 
whh  Drury  in  perfuading  her  friends  to 
lay  down  their  arms,  and  to  enter  into  this 
treaty,  without  any  ftipulation  on  her  be- 
half, leaving  the  unfortunate  Queen  ftill 
at  the  mercy  of  her  remorfelefs  profc- 
cutor*.  Grange,  Governor  of  the  Caftle 
of  Edinburgh,  only  flood  out.  He  refufed 
to  furrender  that  important  fortrefs  on 
terms  which,  he  apprehended,  left  him 
and  his  friend  Lethington,  and  others  un- 
der his  protection,  at  the  difcretion  of  their 
enemies.  By  the  artful  management,  there- 
fore, of  Morton,  they  were  not  compre- 
hended in  the  treaty.  Grange  being  thus 
left  to  make  his  own  terms,  at  laft  offered 
to  give  up  the  Caftle,  on  the  reafonable 

*  The  feceffion  of  arms,  or  abftinence,  as  it  was 
called,  previous  to  the  treaty  of  peace,  was  agreed  to 
in  July  1572,  in  Mar's  Regency.  The  treaty  was 
concluded  by  Morton,  Regent,  February  1573. 

4  conditions 
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conditions  that  he  and  his  friends  fhould  be 
reftored  to  their  eftates  as  before.  Thefe 
were  artfully  evaded,  and  at  laft  rejected, 
by  Morton,  who  infifted  on  an  abfolute 
fun-ender  at  difcretion  *  ;  the  '  confequenfce 
of  which,  Grange  well  knew,  would  have 
been  certain  deftruflion  to  himfelf  and 
Lethington, 

With  the  rnoft  undaunted  courage  an4 
refolution,    Grange   had  likewife   a   good 

*  Crawford,  p.  295,  296.  Melvill,  who  was  em- 
ployed to  negotiate  this  matter  between  Morton  an4 
Grange,  lays  open  the  artful  management  of  the  for- 
mer to  prevent  Grange  from  being  included  in  the 
treaty  of  pacification. — I  reported  (fays  Melvill)  to 
the  Regent,  how  that  Grange  faid  he  had  no  quarrel 
of  his  own,  and  was  refolved  to  agree  all  Scotland,  and 
requeued  the  Regent  to  agree  with  them  altogether. 
The  Regent  anfwered,  "  I  will  be  plain  with  you, 
"  JamcS)  it  is  not  my  intereft  to  agree  with  them 
**•  all.  — It  is  my  intereft  to  divide  them.— Moreover, 
"  there  has  been  great  troubles  in  this  country,  and 
"  great  wrongs  and  extortions  committed,  for  the 
"  which  fome  fafhion  of  punifhments  mud  be  made.'* 
Melvill,  p.  233. 

head, 


agdlnft  MAHY  Sfyecn  of  SCOTS.       25  j 

head,  and  was  pofleffed  of  greac  military 
(kill.  He  had,  however,  too  great  confi- 
dence in  himfelf,  and  that  romantic  turri 
for  enterprize  and  brilliant  adventure,  that 
.made  him  defpife  danger,  and  overlook 
obftacles  and  difficulties  which  men  of 
cooler  parts  would  have  judged  to  be  in- 
furmountable.  He  determined  to  ftand  a 
iiege,  rather  than  furrende'r  upon  fuch  pre* 
carious  terms. 

Elizabeth  had  withdrawn  her  forces,  and 
Grange  expected  from  France  an  imme- 
diate fupply  of  money,  and  had  a  promife 
that  a  body  of  troops  fhould  be  fent  him, 
if  he  could  hold  out  the  Caftle  for  three 
months.  From  its  lofty  fituation,  on  a, 
fteep,  abrupt  rock,  inacceffible  on  every 
fide  except  by  one  narrow  paflage  from  the 
town,  and  that  in  the  face  of  feveral  ftrong 
batteries  of  cannon.  Grange  held  the 
powers  of  Morton  at  defiance.  His  re- 

fentment 
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fentment  too  was  fired  againft  the  Regent, 
to  a  great  degree,  by  a  perfonal  injury 
which  his  brother  Sir  James  Kirkaldy  had 
lately  received  from  him,  which  touched 
him  in  the  tenderer!  part.  As  it  ftrongly 
paints  the  characters  of  men  in  that  rude, 
fierce,  arid  turbulent  age,  and  accounts,  in 
fome  meafure,  for  the  obftinacy  and  im- 
placability of  Grange,  and  the  determined 
inveteracy  of  Morton,  who  knew  he  had 
too  deeply  injured  him  and  his  family  ever 
to  expect  to  be  forgiven,  it  fhall  here  be 
related. 

Grange  had  lately  difpatched  his  brother, 
Sir  James  Kirkaldy,  to  France,  to  folicit  the 
promifed  fupplies  for  fupporting  the  caufe 
of  the  Queen;  and  Sir  James  had  now 
returned  with  a  large  fum  of  money.  As 
it  was  difficult  for  him  to  get  into  the 
Caftle  of  Edinburgh  to  his  brother,  then 
clofely  befieged  by  the  Regent,  he  landed 

at 
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at  the  fort  of  Blacknefs,  fituated  on  the 
Frith  of  Forth*  and  at  that  time  in  the  hands 
of  the  loyalifts. 

The  Lady  of  Sir  James,  young  and 
handfome,  had,  in  her  hufband's  abfence, 
been  debauched  by  the  profligate  Regent ; 
and  now,  by  hopes  of  future  greatnefs, 
flie  was  led  into  a  fcherae  for  betraying 
him,  with  his  charge,  into  the  Regent's 
hands,  Sir  James  Balfour,  one  of  the  moft 
corrupt  men  of  that  age,  who  owed  every 
thing  to  the  Queen,  was  then  under  the 
protection  of  Grange,  and  in  the  clofeft 
intimacy  with  him.  He  now  gave  intel- 
ligence of  Sir  James  Kirkaldy's  arrival  to 
the  Regent,  who  took  his  meafures  ac- 
cordingly. The  plan  was  as  follows.  The 
Lady  got  admittance  into  the  fort  of  Black- 
nefs :  there,  with  well-diflembled  fond- 
nefs,  fhe  moft  artfully  played  her  part* 
The  unfufpicious  hufband,  who  doated  on 
his  wife,  fondly  wifhed  her  to  remain  with 

him  ; 
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him  ;  but  upon  expreffing  her  fear  of  dail- 
ger  from  the  tumults  of  war,  in  being  flint 
up  in  a  garrifon,  and  by  a  well-feigned 
apprehenfion  of  being  mal-treated  on  her 
return,  flie  decoyed  her  deluded  hiifband 
into  the  fnare  laid  for  him  ;  flie  prevailed 
with  him,  under  the  cloud  of  night,  td 
come  out  of  the  fort,  on  pretence  of  efcort-* 
ing  her  until  flie  was  out  of  danger,  when 
he  fuddenly  fell  into  the  ambufcade  laid  for 
him,  was  furrounded  and  taken  prifoner, 
and  the  fort  and  the  money  delivered  up  to 
the  Regent.  From  this,  however,  Sir  James 
Kirkaldy  luckily  made  his  efcape,  got  into 
the  Caflle  of  Edinburgh,  and  joined  his 
broth  en 

For  his  treacherous  fpoufe,  not  all  the 
Regent's  power  could  fave  her  from  the 
punifliment  flie  merited  from  the  refent- 
uient  of  an  injured  hufband.  A  few  days 
after  fhe  was  found  flrangled  in  her  bed- 
chamber. 

Grange, 
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Grange,  though  difappointed  in  his  ex- 
pe&ed  fuccours  from  France,  continued  to 
make  an  obftinate  defence  againft  the 
aflaults  of  the  Regent ;  and,  in  all  proba- 
bility, but  for  the  interference  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  would  have  baffled  his  utmoft 
efforts.  At  the .  felicitation,  however,  of 
Morton,  orders  were  fent  to  Sir  William 
Drury,1  then  on  the  Border,  inftantly  to 
join  the  Regent,  before  the  French  fhould 
arrive ;  which  he  accordingly  did,  by 
marching  down  fifteen  hundred  men,  with 
a  formidable  train  of  artillery,  from 
which  he  made  an  inceflant  fire  upon  the 
Caftle.  Grange  never  left  the  walls,  re- 
iblving  to  die  on  the  breach,  fword  in  hand. 
The  fortifications  were  now  a  heap  of 
rubbifli ;  the  provifions  began  to  fail,  and 
the  well,  which  fupplied  the  garrifon  with 
water,  was  almoft  dried  up.  The  men, 
too,  greatly  reduced  in  number,  began  to 
mutiny.  Grange,  in  this  extremity,  de- 

VOL.  II.  S  manded 
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manded  a  parley,  and  a  truce  of  two  days 
was  granted.  Finding  he  could  no  longer 
hold  out,  his  men  refuting  to  ftand  to  their 
pofts,  at  the  expiring  of  the  truce  he 
offered  to  furrender  himfelf  to  Drury,  upon 
his  folemn  affurance,  under  the  fancTion  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  that  the  garrifon  fhould 
march  out  with  the  honours  of  war,  and 
that  himfelf  and  friends  fhould  be  reftored 
to  their  liberty  and  fortunes* 

Thefe  terms  being  agreed  to  by  Drury7 
the  Caftle  was  delivered  up,  Grange  and 
Lethington  remaining  with  Drury  prifon- 
ers  at  large,  until  the  articles  Qiould  be  ra- 
tified by  his  miftrels.  Morton,  in  the 
mean  time,  we  may  believe,  did  not  look 
on  inactive,  nor  tamely  allow  his  prey  to 
efcape  from  his  hands.  Queen  Elizabeth, 
on  his  remonftrance,  not  only  rejected  the 
ftipulation  between  Grange  and  Drury,  but 
fent  orders  to  her  General,  inftantly  to 

deliver 
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deliver  up  his  prifoners  to  Morton,  to  be 
ufed  at  his  pleafure  *.  Drury  complained 
in  the  bittereft  terms  againft  Morton  for 
this  breach  of  faith  to  which  he  had  obliged 
him,  which  had  covered  him  with  fhame 
and  difhonour.  He  immediately  marched 
back  his  forces  to  England,  leaving  his 
unfortunate  prifoners  in  the  hands  of  their 
mercilefs  enemy.  The  Regent  was  not 
long  in  difpofmg  of  them.  Grange,  with 
his  brother  Sir  James  Kirkaldy,  were 
executed  at  the  Crofs  of  Edinburgh,  and 
their  heads  fet  upon  the  Caftle  wall.  Secre- 
tary Lethington,  to  prevent  the  like  igno- 
minious death,  f wallowed  poifon.  Thus 
died  two  men,  who  figured  amongft  the 
moft  eminent  characters  of  the  age.  Their 
lives  furniih  a  ftrikmg  leflbn  to  mankind : 
had  their  actions  been  guided  by  principles 
of  honour  and  integrity,  and  by  that  duty 
and  .allegiance  which  they  owed  to  their 

*  Crawford,  p.  301. 

S  2  native 
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native  Sovereign,  £he,  by  their  affiftance 
in  the  beginning  of  her  reign,  might  not  only 
have  bid  defiance  to  the  bafe  intrigues  and 
confpiracies  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  Murray, 
and  Morton,  but  they  might  have  preferved 
their  country  from  falling  under  the  flavifh 
dependence  to  a  foreign  tyrant,  to  whofe 
arbitrary  doom  they  themfelves  at  laft  fell 

victims  *. 

Mortoa 

*  We  (hall  give  a  feetch  or  outline  of  Grange's 
portrait. 

Sir  William  Kirkaldy  of  Grange  was  the  head  of 
an  ancient  family  in  the  county  of  Fife.  He  very 
early  fignalifed  himfelf  in  the  caufeof  the  Reformation. 
When  a  youth,  he,  with  his  father  and  brother,  were 
amongft  the  confpirators  in  the  afTafiination  of  Cardi- 
nal Bethune,  and  were  attainted  upon  that  account. 
1  He  went  into  foreign  fervice,  and  eminently  diftin- 
guifhed  himfelf  for  his  valour  and  intrepidity  on  every 
pccafion.  On  the  Queen's  return  from  France  to  her 
own  dominions,  Grange  attached  himfelf  to  the  Earl 
of  Murray  and  his  party,  and  joined  in  their  rebellion 
againft  her,  on  her  marriage  with  Lord  Darnley.  He 
was  the  inftrument  made  ufe  of  by  Morton  for  decoying 
the  Queen  into  their  hands  at  Carberry  Hill :  and  the 
defeat  of  her  army  at  the  battle  of  Langfide,  which 

compelled 
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Morton  having  now  got  the  better  of  his 
adverfaries  at  home,  and  firmly  fupportcd 
by  his  powerful  friend  Queen  Elizabeth, 

gave 

compelled  her  to  the  fatal  ftep  of  throwing  hcrfelf  into 
the  hands  of  Elizabeth,  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  mili- 
tary (kill  of  Grange.     That  his  zeal  for  the  caufe  of 
the  Reformation  might,  at  firfl,  have  led  him  to  join 
with  Murray  againft  Queen  Mary,  may  be  allowed  j  but 
let  us  not  go  too  far.     We  fhall  hardly  find  an  excufe 
for  his  conduct  after  the  affair  of  Carberry  Hill.     By 
his  mediation,  and  as  inverted  with  power  from  Mor- 
ton and  the  leaders  of  his  party,  the  Queen  difbanded 
her  army,  and  on  pledging  his  honour,  as  guarantee, 
for  being  reftored  to  her  liberty,  delivered  herfelf  up  to 
him  :    under  that  fan&ion,  he  faw  her  bafely  infulted, 
and  then    fent  prifoner  to  the   Caftle  of  Lochlevin. 
This  flagrant  breach  of  faith  ought  to  have  opened  his 
eyes  to  the  foul   defigns  of  his  partizans,  and  called 
upon  him   to  have  vindicated   his  pledged   honour  in 
behalf  of  his  Sovereign,  betrayed  through  his  means. 
So  far  from  that,    we  fee  him  continuing  with  the 
party,    and  exerting   his    utmoft   abilities  againft  the 
Queen  at  the  battle  of  Langfide.     Her  defeat  there,  ac- 
cording to  the  Hiftorians,  was  (as  already  obferved) 
chiefly  owing  to  Grange's  conduct;    and  that  defeat, 
by  compelling  her  to  the  fatal  ftep  of  taking  refuge  in 
S  3  England, 
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gave  a  loofe  to  his  tyrannic  ciifpofition. 
His  ruling  paflions  were  avarice  and  re- 
venge. Both  thefe  he  fatiated  at  once,  by 
directing  his  vengeance  againft  the  loyalifts, 
particularly  the  Hamiltons  and  Gordons, 
who,  to  the  laft,  had  faithfully  fupported 
the  caufe  of  their  Queen  *.  Many  of  thefe 
were  feized  and  impriforied,  contrary  to  the 
late  treaty  of  peace,  and  obliged  to  pur- 

*  Crawford,  p.  307.  316,  et  feq. 


England,  from  her  own  barbarous  fubje&s,  was  the 
ruin  of  the  unfortunate  Queen  Mary."  Let  us  view 
him  in  th£  moft  favourable  light.  His  figure  was 
graceful  and  manly  j  wife  and  eloquent  in  council,  and 
of  undaunted  courage  in  the  field.  In  the  words  of  the 
Hiftorian  f,  he  had  all  the  a'ddrefs  and  tendernefs  of  a 
lover  in  the  chamber,  and  the  fire  of  a  lion  in  the 
field  !  His  friendfhip  for  Lethington,  and  his  protect- 
ing him  from  the  vengeance  of  Murray  and  Morton, 
was  generous  and  noble.  To  Lethington  we  muft 
afcribe  the  converfion  of  Grange  to  the  Queen's  caufe, 
in' which  he  continued  firm  and  intrepid  to  the  laft, 
and  with  his  blood  atoned  for  his  former  dements. 

f  Crawford. 

chafe 
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chafe  their  remiffion  by  exorbitant  fines 
extorted  from  them.  Although,  by  his 
affeded  zeal  for  the  Reformation,  he  had 
got  the  Clergy  on  his  fide,  yet  his  infa- 
tiable  avarice  was  fo  predominant,  that 
having  got  the  richeft  benefices  of  the 
church  into  his  pofleffion,  he  dealt  them 
out  in  part  only,  and  with  fo  fparing  a 
hand,  that  one  minifter  was  allotted  only 
for  ferving  the  cure  of  three  or  four 
parifhes  * ;  the  furplus  went  into  his  own 
treafury.  "  He  became,  at  laft,"  fays  the 
Hiftorian,  "  a  burden  to  his  country : 
"  (hurmed  by  the  good,  defpifed  by  the 
"  brave,  and  detefted  by  all !" 

For  many  years,  the  young  Prince  was 
kept  a  prifoner  in  the  hands  of  the  Regent, 
during  which,  "  next  to  the  mercy  of 
"  God,  nothing  feems  to  have  preferved 
"  him  from  being  cut  off,  but  Morton's 
"  want  of  children  t»" 

*  Crawford,  p.  306.  f  Ibid.  p.  293. 

84  As 
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As  the  King  grew  up,  and  became  ca- 
pable  to   diftinguifh  his  friends,    Morton, 

with  regret,  beheld  them  by  degrees  fur- 

• 
round   the    King,    while    his    own    party 

dropped  off  from  him;  with  a  view  to 
court  favour,  he  chofe  therefore  to  make 
merit  of  neceffity,  by  refigning  the  Re- 
gency :  and  foon  after  an  accufation  was 
brought  againft  him  to  the  King  and  coun- 
cil, as  accomplice  in  the  murder  of  the  Lord 
Darnley,  the  King's  father. 

Morton  was,  upon  the  ift  day  of  June 
1581,  brought  to  trial  before  his  peers. 
The  Earl  of  Montrofe  fat  as  Lord  Chancel- 
lor :  and  upon  a  full  proof  of  the  crime  for 
which  he  flood  indided,  they  unanimoufly 
pronounced  the  following  verdict :  "  The 
"jury  being  ripely  advifed  with  his  indite- 
"  ment,  the  tokens  infallible  and  moft  evi- 
:c  dent,  'with  the  probatio?is  produced,  and 
"  ufed  for  verifying  thereof,  did,  all  with 
*  one  voice,  find  the  faid  Earl  of  Morton 

"  guilty, 
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<e  guilty,  art  and  part  *,  in  the  foreknow- 
"  ledge,  and  concealing  the  King's  mur- 
"derf." 

What  were  the  particular  proofs  and  evi- 
dences which  appeared  againft  him,  we 
muft  colled  from  cotemporary  writers,  the 
records  being  loft.  David  Moyfe,  then  one 
of  the  officers  of  the  King's  houfehold,  in 
his  Memoirs,  informs  us,  That  the  jury  of 
peers  found  Morton  guilty,  "  in  refpecT.  of 
"  fundry  evidences  of  his  indictment,  pre- 
"  fented  to  the  jury,  fome  whereof  were 
"  fubfcribed  with  his  own  hand ;  and  that 
4t  like  wife  it  was  verified  by  the  depofi- 
"  tions  of  fome  perfons  that  were  adtors 
"  in  that  horrible  fact  |." 

*  The  meaning  of  thefe  words  is  well  known  in  the 
criminal  law  of  Scotland,  and  in  ufe  at  this  day,  and 
denotes  a  confederate  and  proved  afTociate  in  any  crime. 
Vide  p.  216. 

f  Crawford,  p.  372.  and  Goodall,  vol.  i.  p.  330. 

J  Moyfe's  Memoirs,  p.  54, 

In 
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In  the  anfwer  given  in  by  the  Queen's 
Cammiffionera  at  the  conferences  at  Weft- 
minfter,  to  Murray  and  Morton's  accufa- 
tion,  it  is  there  afierted,  "  That  they" 
(the  accufers)  "  were  the  writers  with  their 
"  own  hand  of  that  devillim  Band,  the  con- 
"  fpiracie  of  the  {laughter  of  that  innocent 
u  young  gentilman  Henry  Stuart,  late 
**  fpoufe  to  our  Soverane  *."  And  that 
this  piece  of  evidence  was  produced  againft 
Morton  at  his  trial,  may  be  prefumed  from 
the  following  authentic  letter  from  Sir 
Francis  Walfingham,  Queen  Elizabeth's  mi- 
nifter  at  that  time,  dated  3d  February 
1580,  which  runs  thus  :  "  Sir  James  Bal- 
"  ford  has  been  called  into  Scotland  by 
u  the  Earl  of  Lennox,  without  the  King's 
privity;  and  whereas  the  faid  Sir  James 
Balfprd  found  in  a  green  velvet  defk, 
late  the  Earl  of  Bothwell's,  and  faw  and 
"  had  in  his  hands  the  principal  Band  of 

*  Goodall,  vol.  ii.  p.  213. 

"the 
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<c  the  confpirators  in  that  murder,  and  can 
"  beft  declare  and  witnefs  who  were  au- 
"  thors  and  executors  of  the  fame  *." 

Morton's  chief  inftrument  and  confident 
was  Archibald  Douglas,  whom,  from  being 
parfon  of  Glafgow,  Morton,  after  the  mur- 
der of  the  King,  had  raifed  to  the  dignity 
of  a  Lord  of  Seffion,  and  conftantly  em- 
ployed as  a  tool  in  all  his  affairs.  This 
man  was  univerfally  known  to  have  been 
one  of  the  chief  a&ors  in  the  King's  mur- 
der. Upon  the  Earl  of  Morton's  being 
accufed,  Douglas,  his  confident,  immedi- 
ately fled  out  of  the  kingdom,  and  made 
his  efcape.  One  of  his  fervants,  John 
Binning,  was  apprehended,  and  brought  to 
trial,  for  afljfting  with  his  mafter  in  the 
murder.  Binning,  at  his  trial,  confefled 
his  being  an  accomplice,  and  that  he  was 
prefent  with  his  mafter,  Douglas,  at  the 
murder  of  the  King. 

*  Cott.  Lib.  Calig.  6. 
A  The 
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The  Earl  of  Morton  was  condemned, 
and  beheaded  on  the  2d  of  June  1581; 
and  Binning  was  hanged  the  day  after. 

Dr.  Robertfon  is  pleafed  to  fay,  that 
Morton's  trial  was  violent,  irregular,  and 
oppreffive.  We  fhall  examine  his  reaibns, 
iy?,  fays  he,  The  Earl  of  Arran,  Morton's 
accufer,  in  order  to  extort  evidence  againft 
him,  tortured  feveral  of  his  fervants.  idly^ 
During  the  trial,  great  bodies  of  armed 
men  were  drawn  up  in  different  parts  of 
the  city.  "  And  laftly"  fays  our  author, 
His  jury  was  compofed  of  the  Earl's 
known,  enemies  ;  and  though  he  chal- 
lenged feveral  of  them,  bis  objections 
"  were  over-ruled  *." 

To  which  it  is  anfvvered,  iy?,  As  to  Mor- 
ton's fervants  being  put  to  the  torture, 
Crawford,  from  whole  authority,  it  would 
feem,  the  Doctor  hath  this,  fays  no  fuch 

*  Robertfon3  vol.  ii.  o£lavo  edition,  p.  81. 

thing. 
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thing.  From  him  it  appears,  that  none 
of  Morton's  fervarits  were,  on  his  trial,  or 
previous  to  it,  either  tortured,  or  exami- 
ned as  evidences  againft-him.  Crawford 
exprefsly  fays,  that  after  Morton's  trial, 
conviction,  and  confeffion,  as  he  was 
known  to  have  amafled,  by  his  avarice 
and  oppreffion,  a  prodigious  treafure, 
which  he  kept  concealed,  "  many  argu- 
"  ments  were  ufed  to  perfuade  him  to  tell 
"  where  he  had  hid  his  money,  which  had 
"  been  carried  off  in  barrels.  —  His  fervants 
"  were  at  the  fame  time  feverely  dealt  with 
"for  that  effcft  ;  and  though  fome  of  them 
"  were  put  to  the  torture,  yet  no  informa- 
"  tion  could  be  got  concerning  this  vaft 
"  treafure  *." 


As  to  the  armed  men  in  the  city 
during  Morton's  trial,  it  is  ftrange  that  this 
fhould  be  thought  irregular  by  the  Hifto- 
rian,  confidering  the  account  which  he 

*  Crawford,  p.  373. 

himfelf 
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himfelf  gives'  of  the  attempt  which  Queen 
Elizabeth  was  then  making  to  fave  Mor- 
ton. I  fhall  ufe  Dr.  Robertfon's  own  words  ; 
u  Elizabeth  did  riot  fail  to  interpofe  with 
a  warmth,  in  behalf  of  a  man  who  had 
<c  contributed  fo  much  to  preferve  her  in- 
"  fluence  over  Scotland  :  — She  ordered  a 
"  confiderable  body  of  troops  to  be  afifem- 
bled  on  the  borders  of  Scotland,  and  dif- 
patched  Randolph  her  ambafTador  into 
that  kingdom/'  Randolph  addrefled  him- 
felf not  only  to  James  and  to  his  council, 
but  to  the  parliament:  He  enumerated  the 
benefits  which  Elizabeth  had  conferred  on 
the  Scottifh  nation*;  he  called  on  them  to 
remove  fo  pernicious  a  counfellor  from  the 
young  King  as  Lennox,  and  to  refcue  Mor- 
ton out  of  the  hands  of  his  avowed  enemy ; 
—and  if  force  'were  ?2ecejjliry,  he  promifed 
them  the  protection  of  his  miftrefs  in  the 

*  Let  us  afk,  Was  it  by  inciting  the  leading  parties 
to  deftroy  each  other,  and  the  country,  as  we  have 
proved  ;  and  by  that  means  to  fecure  the  dependency 
gf  the  kingdom  to  -herfelf  ? 

enter- 


agawji  MARY  Queen  of  SCOTS.       271 

enterprife,    and   whatever   affiftance    they 
fliould  demand,  either  of  men  or  money  *. 

The  flaviih  dependence  under  which 
Morton  had  fhamefully  brought  the  Scottifh 
nation  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  which  all 
the  hiftorians  of  the  times,  and  even  Dr. 
Robertfon  himfelf,  often  expatiates  upon, 
was  the  worft  fpecies  of  treafon  in  Morton; 
and  the  infolent  attempt  to  refciie  fo  enor- 
mous a  traitor  from  the  public  vengeance, 
was  furely  an  alarm  to  the  King  and  Par- 
liament to  arm  in  defence  of  fo  audacious 
an  enterprife.  Randolph,  for  his  infolence, 
was  ordered  to  leave  the  kingdom.  His 
character  of  ambaflador,  alone,  protected 
him  from  being  fent  a  prifoner  to  the 
Caftle. 


That  Morton's  jury  was  com- 
.pofed  of  his  known  enemies,  I  do  exprefsly 
deny.  Of  thefe,  feveral  were  his  known 

*  Robertfon,  vol.  ii.  p.  78. 

friends* 
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friends.  The  Earls  of  Argyle  and  Mon- 
trofe  *  were  actually  engaged  in  an  af- 
fociation  to  have  refcued  him,  which  was 
difcovered,  and  prevented,  by  the  King's 
miniflers :  Montrofe  was  neverthelefs  chofen 
chancellor,  or  foreman,  of  his  jury.  We 
are  told  indeed  by  Crawford,  that  Morton 
excepted  againft  Argyle,  Seton,  and  Waugh- 
ton,  without  giving  any  particular  reafon ; 
upon  which  they  purged  themfelves  by 
oath,  that  they  had  no  malice  againft  him, 
and  were  admitted.  How  far  our  author's 
grounds  for  pronouncing  Morton's  trial 
irregular  and  oppreffive  are  folid,  we  now 
leave  to  the  Reader.  The  hiftorian  was 
confcious,  no  doubt,  that  Morton's  con- 
vidtion,  as  confederate  in  Darnley's  murder, 
was  a  direcT:  vindication  of  the  Queen's 
innocence. 

We  have  a  narrative  given  us  in  Craw- 
ford's Memoirs,  of  what  Morton  isfaid  to 

*  Crawford,  p.  369. 

have 
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have  confefled,  as  to  his  knowledge  of  the 
King's  murder,  while  he  lay  under  con- 
demnation. This  narrative  was  given  out 
after  his  death  by  fome  of  the  clergy  who 
had  attended  him.  It  is  no^wife  authenti- 
cated as  the  genuine  confeflion  of  Morton 
himfelf,  but  delivered  to  us  at  fecond  hand, 
by  his  friends  *.  It  is  certain  that  Morton, 
at  all  times,  found  his  account  in  keeping 
well  with  the  clergy  ;  who,  in  every  turn 
of  affairs,  were  his  and  Murray's  great  fup- 

*  Before  Morton  went  to  execution,  the  Earl  of 
Arran  defired  him  to  put  his  confeflion  in  writing,  and 
fubfcribe  it  before  certain  of  the  clergy  that  were  then 
prefent  with  him.  He  anfwered,  "  Nay,  my  Lord  : 
"  I  pray  you  trouble  me  no  more  with  thefe  things ; 
"  for  now  I  have  another  thing  to  mufe  upon ;  that 
"  is,  to  prepare  me  for  my  God  :  feeing  I  am  now  at 
"  a  point  to  go  to  my  death,  I  cannot  write  in  the 
w  flate  wherein  now  I  am  ;  all  thefe  honeft  men  can 
"  teftify  what  I  have  fpoken  in  that  matter."  Craw- 
ford, Edinburgh  edit.  App.  p.  21. 

The  fame  cotemporary  Hiftorian  tells  us,  that  on 
the  fcafFold,  with  his  laft  breath,  he  declared  the  Queen 
innocent  of  the  murder  of  Lord  Darnley.— P.  54. 

VOL.  II.  T  port : 
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port :  what  difcoveries  therefore  he  might 
have  made  at  his  death,  or  how  far  the 
narrative  of  his  confeffion,  as  given  us  by 
thefe  his  friends,  is  juft,  or  contains  the 
whole  of  what  he  did  confefs,  may  be 
doubted. 

This  confeffion,  as  given  us  by  Crawford, 
is  as  follows : 

"  That  upon  his  return  from  England, 
"  whither  he  had  been  banifhed  for  the 
"  murder  of  Rizzio,  Bothwell  came  to  him 
"  at  Whittingham,  and  propofed  the  mur- 
"  der  of  the  King  to  him,  alleging  it  was 
"  the  Queen's  defire  to  have  him  difpatch- 
"  ed,  as  the  principal  author  of  Rizzio's 
"  death,  and  defired  his  affiftance  in  the 
"  affair.  To  which  he  replied,  That  if  he 
"  (Bothwell)  would  bring  it  under  the 
Queen's  own  hand,  he  might  then  pro- 
bably engage  in  the  bufmefs :  but  that 
though  Bothwell  often  laboured  to  draw 
2  /<  "  him 
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"  him  in,  and  promifed  to  bring  the 
"  Queen's  own  hand-writing,  yet  he  had 
"  never  been  able  to  procure  any  fuch 
"  thing  ;  and  if  he  had,  he  (Morton)  was 
"  refolved  not  to  have  meddled  in  it.  As 
"  to  Mr.  Archibald  Douglas,  his  coufin,  he 
<c  faid,  be  knew  be  was  engaged  in  the 
u  murder  before  it  was  committed ;  and  that 
"  after  it  was  done,  he  told  him  that  he 
"  had  accompanied  Bothwell  and  Huntly 
"  to  the  place,  and  affifted  them  in  the  ex- 
<e  ecution  of  the  fad  *." 

By  this  confeffion,  moulded  as  we  have 
it  from  the  hands  of  his  friends,  Morton 
acknowledges,  that  he  was  made  privy  to 
the  confpiracy  of  the  King's  murder  before 
it  was  committed,  both  by  Bothwell,  and 
his  own  friend  and  confident  Douglas,  and 
that  he  concealed  it  notwithftanding.  The 
pretence,  that  he  durft  not  tell  the  King, 
for  fear  that  he  mould  have  difcovered  him 

*  Crawford,  p.  372. 

T  2  to 
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to  the  confpirators,  is  frivolous  and  af- 
feded,  and  can  never  excufe  his  crime 
in  looking  on  while  his  friends  committed 
the  murder. 

It  may  be  afked,  Why  did  he  not  reveal 
this  confpiracy  to  the  Earl  of  Lennox,  the 
King's  father,  and  to  his  good  friend  the 
Earl  of  Murray,  and  others  of  the  nobility, 
\vho  were  at  all  times  more  than  a  match 
for  Both  well  and  his  party,  even  though 
the  Queen  had  been  in  the  confpiracy? 
But  the  ftory  of  the  Queen's  being  in  the 
plot,  he  had  no  reafon  to  believe  from  Both- 
well's  tale ;  and  he  muft  have  been  con- 
firmed of  the  falfity  of  his  ftory,  from  his 
not  being  able  to  fhew  him  any  authority 
for  faying  fo. 

On  the  contrary,  what  was  the  part 
which  Morton  a&ed  ?  Although  he  con- 
fefles  his  knowledge  of  Bothwell  and  his 
coufm  Douglas  their  being  the  murderers, 
he  was  one  of  the  moft  active  managers 

for 
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for  the  Earl  of  Bothwell,  in  getting  him 
acquitted  at  his  trial  for  this  very  murder ^ 
and  foon  after  joined  with  feveral  of  the 
nobility  in  fubfcribing  the  famous  Bond  of 
Affectation,  aflerting  his  innocence,  and  re- 
commending him  as  a  fit  hufband  for  the 
Queen*.  In  the  fame  manner  he  a£ted 
with  Lethington.  We  have  it  fairly  ac- 
knowledged by  Morton's  own  hand-writing, 
that  he  knew  Lethington  to  have  been  one 
of  the  King's  murderers  ;  notwithftanding, 
by  an  acT:  of  the  convention,  he  procures 
a  reverfal  of  Lethington's  forfeiture  on  that 
account,  and  obtains  him  u  to  be  recog- 
"  nofced  as  an  honeft  man." 

What  plainly  {hews  this  confeflion  to  be 
mutilated,  is,  that  although  we  have  Mor- 
ton's letter  to  Carmichael,  acknowledging 
that  he  knew  that  Lethington  was  acceflary 
to  the  murder,  yet  the  confeflion  is  filent 
altogether  as  to  him. 

*  Vide  Chap.  v.  of  this  Inquiry. 

T  3  And, 
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And,  laftly,  As  for  Douglas,  his  kinf- 
man,  who,  he  alfo  confeffes,  owned  to  him 
his  being  an  ador  in  the  murder,  he  after 
that  promoted  him  to  be  one  of  the  Lords 
ef  Seffion,  and  employed  him  as  his  con- 
fident and  tool,  to  the  very  day  of  his 
impeachment,  when  Douglas  made  his 
efcape. 

But,  finally,  we  have  the  moft  dired 
proof  of  his  adual  guilt,  in  the  verdid  of 
his  Peers,  unanimoufly  finding  him  guilty, 
upon  a  pofitive  proof  brought  before  them, 
by  writings  fubfcribed  by  his  own  hand^  and 
likewife  by  the  tejlimoniet  of  perjbns  who 
'were  attors  in  that  horrible  fcem. 
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•CHAP.     VIII. 

Summary  of  the  prefumptive  Proof  agalnft 
Murray. — Pojitive  Proof  againft  Mor- 
ton and  Letbington. — Characters  of  the 
three  Confederates. 

'TpHUS  have  we,  ftep  by  ftep,  traced  the 
three  confederates,  Murray,  Morton, 
and  Lethington,  through  the  feveral  mazes 
of  their  intrigues,  from  the  Queen's  return 
from  France,  to  the  fatal  period  of  the 
murder  of  the  Lord  Darnley  her  hufband ; 
and  from  thence  to  the  execution  and  death 
of  the  Earl  of  Morton,  as  acceflbry  to  that 
murder.  From  authentic  evidence  ftill  on 
record,  we  have  made  appear  the  clofe  and 
infeparable  junction  and  alliance  of  the 
above  confederates,  in  a  continued  feries 
T  4  of 
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of  confpiracies,  carried  on  by  them  for  the 
deftrudion  of  the  Queen  and  her  hufband, 
and  for  overturning  the  government. 


1.  We  have  fhown,  by  undoubted 
timonies,    that   on    Queen    Mary's  return 
from  France  into  Scotland,  a  plot  was  form- 
ed by  Murray  and  Lethington,  for  having 
her  intercepted  in  her  voyage,  and  made 
prifoner  by  the   Englifh,  in  order  to  fet 
Murray  at  the  head  of  the  government  ; 
and  that  a  fleet  was  actually  fent  out  by 
Queen  Elizabeth  for  that  purpofe, 

2.  That  on  Mary's  refolution  to  marry 
the  Lord  Darnley,    oppofition  was  made 
by  the  Earl  of  Murray,  who  raifed  an  in- 
furredion,  and  made  an  attempt  to  feize 
her  and  Darnley  ;   which  being  fruftrated, 
an  open  rebellion  was  raifed  by  him,  which 
terminated  in  his  baniihment.      And  it  is 
clearly  proved,   that   their   defign  was   at 

that 


\ 
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that  time  to  have  flain  the  Lord  Darnley, 
and  to  have  fent  the  Queen  prifoner  to 
Lochlevin  *. 

3.  It  is  proved,  that  while  the  Queen 
•was  far  advanced  in  her  pregnancy,    the 
aflaflination   of  Rizzio  was   confpired  by 
Morton  and  his  affociates,  and  executed  by 
ftabbing  him  in  her  prefence.     And  it  is 
alfo   proved,    by  the  acknowledgment   of 
the  confpirators,  that  Murray  and  Lething- 
ton  were  engaged  with  Morton  in  this  con- 
fpiracy  and  aflaflination  f. 

4.  It  is  proved,  by  the  authentic  decla- 
ration of  a  great  part  of  the  Nobility  of 
Scotland,  and  likewife  by  the  declaration 
of  the  Earls  of  Huntly  and  Argyle,  that 
the   Earl  of  Murray  and    Lethington^   in 
prefence  of  Huntly  and  Argyle,  propofed 
to  the  Queen  to  make  her  quit  of  Darnley  \ 

*  Vide  this  Inquiry,  vol.  i.  p.  376  and  377. 
f  Ibid.  vol.  ii.  p.  4,  etfeqq. 

which 
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which  ihe  reje&ed  *.  And  within  a  few 
weeks  thereafter  Lord  Darnley  was  actually 
murdered. 

5.  Although  Murray,  as  we  have  feen> 
cautioufly  withdrew  himfelf  from  the  fcene 
at  the  very  inftant  of  the  cataftrophe,  yet 
from  the  evidence  before  exhibited,  it  is 
proved,  that  he  was  in  the  foreknowledge 
of  what  was  to  happen.  We  have  laid 
open  his  conduct  with  refpecl:  to  the  trial 
and  acquittal  of  Bothwell  by  his  confede- 
rates, and  we  have  deteded  the  aclive 
hand  of  Murray,  in  taking  the  lead  in  the 
Bond  of  Affociation  of  the  Nobility,  which 
precipitated  the  Queen  into  the  fatal  mar- 
riage with  the  Earl  of  Bothwell,  which  he 
and  his  confederates,  immediately  after, 
proclaimed  to  be  the  caufe  for  their  rifmg 
in  arms,  imprifoning  and  dethroning  the 
Queen,  and  for  Murray's  ufurping  the  go- 
vernment. 

t  Vide  this  Inquiry,  vol.  ii.  p.  17.  30,  jr. 

proof 
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To  this  we  may  add  the  clear  proof  of  the 
confederates  ufmg  falfe  evidence  againft  the 
Queen,  viz,  Nicholas  Hubert  or  French 
Parish  confeflion,  the  pretended  confent  of  the 
Queen  fhown  at  York,  and  the  Love  Letters 
and  Sonnets  of  the  Queen  to  Bothwell,  all 
which  we  have  demonftrated  to  be  falfe,  and 
that  the  fame  came  diredtly  from  the  hand 
of  Murray  *,  and  his  aflbciates. 

With  regard  to  Morton  and  Lethington, 
the  fame  proof  as  againft  Murray,  not  only 
appears  againft  them,  but  we  have  likewife 
a  pofitive  proof  joined  to  it,  againft  each  of 
thefe  aflbciates,  viz.  the  retorted  accufation 
of  each  of  them  againft  the  other,  joined  to 
the  aft  of  forfeiture  againft  Lethington; 

*  We  may  now  judge  with  what  juftice  Mr.  Hume 
has  given  fentence  in  the  cafe  of  Murray :  "  That 
<c  there  is  not  the  lead  prefumption  to  lead  us  to 
"  fufpect  him  as  an  accomplice  in  the  murder."  We 
need  not  wonder,  therefore,  that  this  fame  judge,  who 
has  acquitted  Murray  of  every  prefumption  of  guilt, 
frould  give  as  pofitive  a  fentence  againft  the  Queen. 

and 
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and  the  verdicl:  and  fentence  palled  by  the 
Peers  of  the  kingdom  againft  Morton,  as 
an  accomplice  in  the  King's  murder ;  to- 
gether with  his  own  confeffion,  that  he  was 
in  the  knowledge  of  the  murder.  So  full 
and  dired  is  the  proof  of  their  guilt. 

When  we  now  look  back  and  confider 
the  fteps  taken  by  Queen  Elizabeth  for  the 
deftrudion  of  the  unfortunate  Queen  of 
Scots ;  the  deep  fchemes,  and  early  aflb- 
ciadon  formed  for  that  purpofe,  under  her 
aufpices,  even  before  Queen  Mary  fet  foot 
in  her  own  dominions :  when  we  trace 
back  the  continued  chain  of  plots,  confpi- 
racies,  and  rebellions  againft  her,  as  we  have 
before  recited,  with  the  characters  of  the 
principal  aftors  in  thefe  confpiracies,  whom 
we  fhall  now  make  to  pafs  in  review  be- 
fore us ;  and  when  we  fhall  confider  the 
force  of  thefe  combined  powers,  when 
acliing  together  under  the  influence  of  Eli- 
zabeth, the  mover  of  the  whole  machine, 

can 
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can  we  wonder  at  the  fall  of  the  ill-fated 
Mary,  the  object  to  which  it  was  direfled, 
helplefs  and  expofed,  without  a  friendly 
hand  to  ward  her  from  the  blow ! 

We  begin  with  the  principal  chara&er 
in  the  drama,   the  Earl  of  Murray. 

James  Stuart,  the  natural  fon  of  King 
James  V.  baftard  brother  to  Queen  Mary, 
was  educated  for  the  church  by  his  father, 
and  endowed  with  the  rich  priory  of  St. 
Andrew's :  "  That  Monarch,"  fays  Biihop 
Leflie,  "  wifely  forefeeing  that  it  would  be 
"  perilous  for  the  ftate,  in  cafe  one  of  fuch 
"  birth  fhould  be  advanced  to  temporal  pro- 
"  motion  ;  which,"  continues  he,  "  proved 
"  over  true  indeed,  to  the  trouble  of  the 
"  King's  own  pofterity,  and  to  the  de- 
"  ftrudion  of  the  common-weal."  His 
ambition,  however,  foon  led  him  into  ano- 
ther path :  he  abandoned  the  church,  though 
retaining  the  temporal  benefice  belonging 
to  it,  together  with  his  fandlimonious  ap- 
pearance ; 
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pearance ;  under  which  difguife  he  placed 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  Reformed  party 
in  the  kingdom.  His  natural  endowments 
were  great.  He  was  penetrating,  fagacious, 
and  profound.  A  Machiavel  in  politics,  a 
confummate  hypocrite  in  religion. 

From  the  pride  of  fandity,  he  was  re- 
ferved  and  auftere  in  his  manners.  In  his 
writing,  and  in  his  difcourfe,  he  affe£ted 
the  Pious  Devotee :  hence,  with  the  Clergy, 
he  was  named  the  Gude  or  Godly  Regent. 
With  Elizabeth,  he  was  the  fawning  fy- 
cophant,  and  humble  dependent.  To  his 

X 

unfortunate  fitter,  in  the  diftrefs  which  he 
had  brought  upon  her,  he  was  brutal  and 
remorfelefs  !  From  the  favourable  circum- 
ftance  of  Queen  Mary's  being  in  France, 
upon  the  death  of  the  Queen-Regent,  her 
mother,  we  have  feen  from  good  autho- 
rities *,  that  Murray,  at  that  time,  defigned 

*  Dr.  Forbes's  Coll.  vol.  i.  p.  30. 

to 
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to  ufurp  the  crown*.  After  this,  upon 
the  Queen's  coming  to  Scotland,  he,  not- 
withftanding,  fo  dexteroufly  managed  his 
fcheme,  that  he  obtained  her  full  con- 
fidence, and  the  whole  authority  of  go- 
vernment. While  his  Queen's  opennefs 
and  liberality  were  pouring  upon  him  ac- 
cumulated honours  and  opulence  f,  his 
treacherous  heart  was  fecretly  betraying 
her  to  her  enemy  Queen  Elizabeth  J  abroad, 
and  cutting  off  her  fureft  friends  and  firmeft 
fupports  at  home;  the  moft  powerful  of 
the  Nobility,  who  adhered  to  her  intereft, 
and  to  the  Catholic  religion.  The  houfe 
of  Hamilton,  the  next  heirs  to  the  crown 
after  the  houfe  of  Stuart,  was  the  conftant 
objeft  of  his  rancour  and  oppreffion.  The 
noble  family  of  Gordon,  then  the  moft 

*  Cot.  Lib.  Calig.  C.  9. 

f  By  her  liberality  he  obtained  two  of  the  richeft 
lordfliips  in  the  kingdom  ;  firft,  the  earldom  of  Marr  ; 
and  foon  after,  that  of  Murray.  . 

£  Randolph's  letters. 

powerful 
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powerful  in  the  kingdom,  who  loyally  ad- 
hered to  the  Queen,  was  almoft  to  a  man 
extirpated  by  Murray;  and  the  Earl  of 
Bothwell,  who,  during  the  regency  of  the 
Queen's  mother,  and  while  the  Queen  her- 
felf  was  in  France,  had,  upon  every  oc- 
cafion,  invariably  attached  himfelf  to  the 
fervice  of  the  Queen,  was  twice  driven 
into  banifhment  by  Murray,  and  his  houfes 
facked  and  deftroyed.  The  Queen's  mar- 
riage with  her  near  relation  the  Lord  Darn- 
ley,  though  apparently  moft  prudent,  fa- 
lutary,  and  advantageous  for  the  kingdom, 
as  banifhing  from  the  ftate  all  foreign  in- 
fluence, and  fecuring  the  fucceffion  to  the 
crown  of  England  after  Elizabeth,  was, 
from  his  own  ambitious  views,  oppofed  by 
Murray  alone,  who  then  formed  a  con- 
fpiracy  to  have  murdered  Darriley,  and 
imprifoned  the  Queen  * ;  which,  though 

*  Keith,  p.  229. ;    Randolph's  letters  ;    and    this 
Inquiry,  vol.  i.  p.  374,  375. 

at 
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lat  that  time  defeated,  was,  as  we  have  re* 
lated,  afterwards  accomplifhed.  We  fhall, 
from  the  foregoing  fafts,  fum  up  his  cha- 
rafter  in  the  words  of  Dn  Robertfon.  Per- 
fonal  intrepidity,  military  fkill,  arid  great 
fagacity  in  the  adminiftration  of  civil  affairs, 
it  muft  be  allowed,  he  pofiefTed. — *— As  to 
his  moral  qualities,  —  "  His  ambition  was 
44  immoderate,  and  events  happened  which 
"  opened  to  him  vaft  profpedts,  and  led 
44  him  to  actions  inconfiftent  with  the  duty 
"  of  a  fubjed. — >-His  treatment  of  the 
44  Queen,  to  whofe  bounty  he  was  fo  much 
44  indebted,  was  unbrotherly  and  ungrate- 
"  fuL  The  dependance  on  Elizabeth  under 
"  which  he  brought  Scotland,  was  dif- 
"  graceful  to  the  nation.  He  deceived 
44  and  betrayed  Norfolk  with  a  bafenefs 
44  unworthy  a  man  of  honour  *."• — a  His 
44  fan&ity,  and  {hew  of  religion,'*  fays 
Crawford,  his  cotemporary  Hiftorian,  44  he 

*  Robertfon,  vol.  i.  p.  513.  o£t.  edit. 
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"  ufed  as  a  cloak  to  his  crimes  *." — Sucll 
was  Murray ! 

James  Douglas,  Earl  of  Morton,  was 
early  and  clofely  connected  with  the  Earl 
of  Murray,  from  long  habits  of  intimacy, 
and  like  wife  from  ties  of  affinity,  the  mo- 
ther of  Murray  being  the  wife  of  Douglas 
of  Lochlevin,  the  near  kinfman  of  Morton. 
Bold,  daring,  and  ambitious,  with  a  genius 
reftlefs  and  intriguing,  he  was  the  adtive 
hand  in  all  Murray's  plots.  Of  infinite 
cunning  and  addrefs,  he  could  turn  him- 
felf  into  any  fliape  to  ferve  his  purpofe. 
He  was  one  of  thofe  reftlefs  fpirits  fit  to 
difturb  the  peace  of  nations.  Without  one 
good  quality  of  the  heart,  without  honour, 
without  honefty !  he  was  avaricious,  rapa- 
cious, cruel,  and  revengeful !  When  by  the 
imprifonment  of  his  Sovereign  and  bene- 
fa&refs,  who  had  loaded  him  with  wealth 

*  Crawford,  p.  374, 

*  and 
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and  honour  *,  he  had  fecured  her  in  Eng- 
land a  captive  for  life,  he,  by  felling  him- 
felf  and  his  country  to  Elizabeth,  through 
her  intereft  and  fupport  attained  to  be 
Regent  of  the  kingdom.  He  then  turned 
againft  the  former  aflbciates  in  his  crimes, 
Lethington  and  Grange,  whom  he  be- 
trayed, and  purfued  to  death.  What  may 
feem  ftrange  at  this  day,  fuch  was  the 
amazing  depravity  of  thofe  fan&ified  times, 
this  man,  though  ftained  with  every  vice, 
and  living  in  the  open  violation  of  every 
principle  of  virtue  and  morality,  by  a  well- 
affedted  zeal  for  the  Reformation  of  reli- 
gion, and  by  attaching  himfelf  to  Knox,  and 
others  of  its  leaders,  gained  to  his  intereft 
the  whole  Clergy,  who  at  all  times  were  his 
great  fupport.  "  By  innumerable  crimes," 

fays  the  Hiftorian  of  thofe  times,  "  he  at- 

'  " 

*  Mary  made  him  one  of  her  Privy  Council,  em-» 
ployed  him  as  her  AmbaiTador  to  Queen  Elizabeth, 
and  promoted  him  to  the  higheft  office  in  the  kingdom, 
Lord  High  Chancellor.  \ 

U  2  "  tained 
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"  tained  to  the  height  of  power :  murder 
"  then  became  habitual  to  him."  To  fum 
up  his  character,  he  was  the  Cinna  of 
his  time.  He  had  a  head  to  contrive, 
and  a  hand  to  execute,  any  manner  of 
villariy  ! 


William  Maitland,  foh  of  Sir  Richard 
Maitland  *  of  Lethington,  is,  by  the  tefti- 
mony  of  all  the  Hiftorians,  allowed  to  have 
been  one  of  the  brighteft  geniufes  of  his 
time.  As  a  ipeaker,  he  was  graceful,  elo- 
quent, and  perfuafive.  His  State-papers 
are  written  with  preciiion  and  acutenefs, 
and  with  that  perfpicuity  and  elegance  of 
language,  which  fhews  the  Scholar,  the 
Gentleman,  and  the  Statefman.  Both  the 
father  and  fon  owed  their  promotion  to  two 

*  Sir  Richard  Maitland  was  amongft  the  beft  Poets 
in  that  age  of  great  Poets,  whofe  works  have  come 
down  to  us,  viz.  Dunbar,  Bellenden,  Henryfon, 
Montgomery,  &c.  Buchanan,  as  a  Latin  Poet,  {lands 
unrivalled. 

of 
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of  the  hlgheft  offices  in  the  ftate,  to  the 
bounty  and  generofity  of  the  Queen,  The 
father  was  Lord  Privy  Seal,  the  fon  Princi- 
pal Secretary  of  Sate.  His  office,  and 
great  talents  for  bufmefs,  neceflarily  gave 
him  the  lead  in  all  the  weighty  matters  of 
Government,  and  he  appears  to  have  been 
much  in  the  grace  and  favour  of  the  Queen. 
Pity  it  was,  and  unfortunate  for  himfelf, 
as  well  as  his  miftrefs,  that  he  ihould  have 
forfeited  that  grace,  together  with  his  own 
honour,  by  mixing  with  her  traitorous 
fubje&s,  to  become  the  tool  and  inftrument 
in  all  their  treafonable  plots  and  confpiracies 
againft  her.  But  Lethington,  with  the 
fineft  part?,  was  verfatile  and  inconftant; 
unfixed  in  principle,  or  rather  void  of  any: 
of  a  reftlefs  mind,  he  could  not  live  without 
intrigue  aqd  plot.  Although  engaged  in 
the  confpiracy  for  Rizzio's  aflaflination, 
yet,  by  keeping  himfelf  aloof  from  the 
fcene,  he  preferved  his  place  at  court. 
At  the,  confutations  at  the  Caftle  of  Graig- 
U  3  millar, 


294      INQUIRY  into  the  EVIDENCE 

millar,  we  fee  him  clofely  confederated 
with  Murray  and  Bothwell,  and  the  chief 
fpokefman  at  that  Council.  Although  deep 
in  the  confpiracy  for  the  murder  of  Lord 
Darnley,  we  fee  him  joined  with  Morton 
in  making  the  Queen  a  captive  at  Carberry 
Hill,  and  fending  her  a  prifoner  to  Loch- 
levin.  On  her  efcape,  we  fee  him  in  arms 
againft  her  at  the  battle  of  Langfide ;  and 
en  that  event,  on  the  Queen's  throwing 
herfelf  under  the  protection  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  we  fee  Lethington  accompany- 
ing Murray  and  Morton  into  England,  with 
their  infamous  accufation  againft  their  So- 
vereign. Here,  ftruck  with  remorfe,  we 
begin  to  fee  him  a£t  but  faintly,  and  he  is 
there  fufpeded  by  his  party  of  difcovering 
their  councils  to  Queen  Mary,  He  now 
throws  off  the  mafk,  and  engages  heartily 
in  promoting  the  marriage  between  her 
and  the  Duke  of  Norfolk.  When,  by  the 
infamous  treachery  of  Murray,  that  affair 
is  difcovered  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  the 

Duke 
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Duke  brought  to  the  fcaffold,  we  then  fee 
Murray  and  Morton  lying  in  wait  for 
Lethingtcn,  and  feeking  every  means  un- 
derhand to  deftroy  one  whom  they  could 
not  now  truft,  and  were  afraid  of  his  dif- 
covering  their  whole  fcenes  of  iniquity  *, 
in  which  he  had  been  their  accomplice:  in 
that  at  laft  they  were  fuccefsful.  Thefe 
men,  Murray  and  Morton,  were  fteady  to 
their  plan;  determined,  ruthlefs,  and  re- 
morfelefs !  Lethington,  though  unprinci- 
pled,* had  a  heart  in  which  there  was  fome 
portion  of  the  milk  of  human  kindnefs.  At 
times,  he  felt  remorfe  and  compunction  for 
his  crimes ;  at  times,  he  lamented  the  un- 
grateful part  he  had  a<3ed  to  his  Sove- 
reign.— "  A  Princefs,"  (exclaims  he)  *'  fo 

*  I  knew  (fays  Melvill,  after  Murray's  unfucceff- 
ful  attempt  to  get  Lethington  into  his  hands)  that  his 
refcue,  by  Grange,  and  taking  him  into  the  Caftle, 
funk  deepeft  into  the  Regent  (Murray's)  heart ;  and 
that  his  diflimulation  and  falfe  pra&ices  moved  Grange, 
who  had  been  his  greateft  friend,  to  be  jealous  of  him. 

U  4  "  gentle 
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"  gentle  and  benign  in  her  behaviour  to 
"  all  her  fubjeds,  that  wonder  it  is,  that 
"  any   could  be  found  fo  ungracious    as 
"  once  to  think  evil  againft  her  V     Poor 
Lethington ! — Wanting    nothing    but    an 
honeft  heart,    what  a  ftriking  leflbn  does 
thy  life  afford  to  mankind  ?    Of  how  little 
avail  in  the  fight  of  Heaven,  and  how  little 
conducive  to  happinefs,  are  the  fineft  parts 
and  the  brighteft  genius,  when  unaccom- 
panied    with     moral     reditude !      While 
hiftory  requires  ftricT;   truth   and  imparti- 
ality in  difplaying  the  characters  thus  paff- 
ing  in  review  before  us,  Pity  muft  ftied 
a  tear  over  the  frailty  of  Lqthington  j\ 

*  Keith,  p.' 232. 

t  It  is  finely  faid  of  Lethington,  by  Mr.  Whitaker, 
**  He  had  none  of  that  malignity  of  fpirit,  which 
u  formed  a  Murray,  and  a  Morton.  He  wanted, 
ic  however,  that  rectitude  of  principle,  which  fixes  a 
«c  man  perpetually  in  the  prefence  of  God  $  which  tells 
«<  him,  that  the  broad  eye  of  Heaven  is  continually 
*«  open  upon  him  j  which  exhibits  to  his  mind  thepre- 

fent    Witnefa    the  future  Judge>    and  the  eternal 

Now, 
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Now,  to  the  above  characters  of  the  three 
aflbciates,  let  us  oppofe  that  of  Queen 
Mary ;  for  which  in  general  I  might  refer 
to  her  hiftory  by  Dr.  Robertfon  and  Mr. 
Hume.  I  fpeak  not  here  of  that  exquifitc 
beauty  of  countenance,  elegance  of  perfon, 
and  gracefulnefs  of  manners,  which,  joined 
to  her  other  external  accomplifhments,  by 
the  teftimony  of  all  the  cotemporary  writers, 
rendered  her  the  admiration  of  the  age!  It 
is  allowed  ihe  poflefled  an  exalted  mind, 
and  a  heart  warm,  honeft,  and  unfufpi- 
cious.  A  fweetnefs  of  difpofition  fhone 
through  all  her  adtions,  accompanied  with 
an  eafy  affability,  modeft  decorum,  and 
native  dignity  and  grace.  With  many 
amiable  virtues,  however,  Mary  had  weak- 
nefles  and  failings,  which  contributed  to 
her  ruin.  But  thefe  were  the  failings  of 
humanity.  With  good  fenfe  and  penetra- 
tion fuperior  to  moft  of  her  fex,  ihe  was 
diffident  of  her  own  judgment,  which  made 
her  a  prey  to  the  impofition  of  thofe  whom 

ihe 
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fhe  trufted  as  her  friends,  though  leagued 
together  for  her  deftrudion.  She  was 
credulous  to  the  greateft  degree  of  weak- 
nefs,  as  we  have  remarked  in  feveral  pre- 
ceding inftances.  Nothing  can  excufe  her 
taking  into  favour  her  baftard-brother 
Murray  and  his  afibciates,  and  liftening  to 
their  counfels,  after  the  repeated  proofs  of 
their  deteded  treafon  againft  her  j  and  her 
ftill  greater  folly,  her  fatal  confidence  in  the 
infidious  promifes  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
whom,  on  every  occafion,  flie  had  expe- 
rienced to  be  her  inveterate  enemy !  But 
Mary  had  no  refentment  for  paft  injuries. 
The  leaft  profeffion  of  repentance,  was 
followed  not  only  by  forgivenefs,  but  by  * 
reftoration  to  her  favour.  We  have  feen 
her  weep  over  the  high  offences  of  a  weak 
and  worthlefs  hufband.  When  in  her  foli- 
tary  prifon,  helplefs  and  without  profped 
of  relief,  when  the  account  of  Murray's 
death  was  brought  to  her,  whofe  whole 
life  had  been  a  conftant  and  continued  chain 
4  of 


again/I  MARY  Queen  of  SCOTS.       299 

of  plots  arid  confpiracies  againft  her,  and 
had  at  laft  brought  her  to  that  prifon,  the 
fenfe  of  her  own  misfortunes  was  fufpended 
and  laid  afleep ;  fhe  burft  into  tears,  fhe 
Wept  for  him  as  her  brother,  while  his 
crimes  and  offences  againft  her  were  en- 
tirely forgotten  !  Such  was  Queen  Mary, 
by  the  general  aflent  of  the  Hiftorians  of 
thofe  times.  It  is  not  denied,  by  the  Hifto- 
rians on  the  other  fide  of  the  quell  ion,  that 
fhe  maintained  the  moft  unblemiftied  cha- 
racter of  virtue  and  reputation  from  her 
infancy,  until  the  fatal  period  of  her  mar- 
riage with  the  Earl  of  Bothwell.  "  In 
"  order,"  fays  Mr.  Hume,  "  to  form  a 
"  juft  idea  of  her  character,  we  muft  fet 
"  afide  one  part  of  her  conduct,  while  fhe 
4C  abandoned  herfelf  to  the  guidance  of  a 
"  profligate  man*."  What  is  not  fo  eafy 
to  be  accounted  for,  thefe  Hiftorians,  after 
plunging  her  precipitately  into  the  greateft 
of  crimes,  agree  that  fhe  as  fuddenly  reco- 

*  Hume,  vol.  iv.  p,  622. 

vered 
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vered  herfelf,  and  frpm  that  period  refiimect 
her   former   virtue    and    dignity.     "  This 
*  Princefs,"  fays  Mr.  Hume,  "  recovering 
'*  by  means  of  her  misfortunes,    and  her 
"  own  natural  good  fenfe,   from  that  dtli- 
**•  rium  in  which  fhe  feems  to  have  been 
u  thrown  during  her  attachment  to  Bothr 
"  well,  behaved   with  fuch  modefty^  judg- 
a  ment)  and  dignity^    that  every  one  who 
**  approached  her  was  charmed  with  hey 
"  demeanor,  and  her  friends  were  enabled, 
44  on  fome  plaufible  grounds,  to  deny  the 
<c  reality  of  thofe  crimes  which  had  been 
cc  imputed  to  her  V     Such  an  inftance,. 
I  believe^    is    fcarce  to   be  met   with    in 
hiftory,  and  of  which  common  experience 
furnimes  us  with  no  example  : 


Nee  vera  virtus,  cumfanel  excidit) 

Cur  at  reponi  deterioribus.  HORAT. 

Allowing  Queen  Mary  to  have  been  inno-r 
cent,  her  character,  from  her  birth  to  her 

*  Hume,   vol.  iv.  p,  515. 

death, 
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death,  is  uniform  and  confiftent :    fuppofe 
her  the  reverfe,  me  is  a  phenomenon  fcarce 
to  be  accounted  for ! 
•' 

We  haften  to  a  conclufion.  Were  the 
queftion  entirely  problematical,  were  we 
to  decide  folely  upon  a.comparrifon  of  the 
chara&er  of  .  Queen  Mary  with  that  of 
Murray  and  his  aflbciates ;  could  we  hefi- 
tate  in  giving  judgment,  in  pronouncing 
the  Queen  innocent ;  and  the  ufurpers  of 
her  throne  and  government  guilty  of  the 
murder  of  Lord  Darnley  ? 

Upon  the  whole,  we  fubmit  to  the  Public 
whether  the  conclufions  in  the  two  propo- 
fitions  mentioned  in  the  ift  Chapter  of  the 
2d  Part,  vol.  i.  p.  343,  344.  do  not  natu- 
rally follow,  viz. 

That  as  it  is  proved,  that  the  confede- 
rates for  taking  away  the  King's  life,  were 
Morton  and  Lethington,  the  very  perfons 
who  afterwards  brought  an  accufation 

againft 
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againft  Queen  Mary  for  that  very  crime ; 
therefore  fhe  herfelf  could  not  have  been 
in  that  confederacy,  nor  guilty  of  that 
crime;  and  that,  for  the  above  reafons, 
the  three  confederates,  Murray,  Morton, 
and  Lethington,  muft  be  held,  one  and 
all  of  them,  bsfocii  cnmlnis^  guilty  of  the 
crime  of  which  they  had  unjuftly  accufed 
Queen  Mary. 
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CHAP.      IX. 

£>ueen  Elizabeth's  ConduEl  as  to  Queen  Mary. 

Elizabeth* s  fevere  Treatment  of  that 

Princefs  in  England. Secret  Nego- 
tiation for  putting  her  to  Death  in  Scot- 
land.  For  privately  putting  her  to 

Death  in  England. Severe  "Treatment 

of  S^ueen  Mary  after  her  Condemnation. 
—Her  lajl  Letters  to  ^ueen  Elizabeth. 
Death  of  Elizabeth,  and  Character. 

TJAVING,    in   the   preceding   chapters, 
brought  together  in  a  colleded  view 
the  evidence  on  both  fides,  I  ihall  conclude 
with  a  view  of  the  fevere  treatment  which 
Queen  Mary  fuffered  from  the  hands  of 
Queen  Elizabeth  while  under  her  confine- 
ment 
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merit  in  England  ;  in  which  a  new  fcene, 
hitherto  buried  in  obfcurity,  lhall  be  ex- 
pofed  to  light ;  from  which  it  doth  appear, 
that  the  death  of  that  unfortunate  Queen 
was  contrived  and  determined  many  years 
before  her  trial  on  account  of  Babington's 
confpiracy* 

We  have  occafionally,  in  the  courfe  of 
this  work,  taken  notice  of  the  underhand 
part  a&ed  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  difturb- 
ing  Mary's  government  during  the  whole 
courfe  of  her  reign,  by  fomenting  the  dif- 
affedion  of  her  fubjeds,  and  aiding  and 
fupporting  them  in  a  continued  chain  of 
confpiracies  and  infurredions  *,  until  the 
accomplifhment  of  her  fcheme  of  driving 
the  unfortunate  Princefs  to  take  refuge  in 
England.  Nothing  can  exceed  the  fteady 
perfeverance  of  Elizabeth  in  her  plan  of 
getting  into  her  hands  her  unfufpicious 

*  Vide  this  Inquiry,   vol.  i.  p.  375,  etfeq. 

rival, 
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rival,  nor  the  diffimulation  pradifed  by 
her  to  blind  Queen  Mary,  and  to  throw 
her  off  her  guard.  Elizabeth's  early  plot 
to  have  Mary  fent  a  prifoner  to  England, 
has  already  been  proved*,  while  at  the 
fame  time  fhe  was  making  public  declara- 
tions againft  her  rebellious  fubjefts,  whom 
privately  fhe  fupported.  When  Mary  was 
confined  by  them  in  Lochleviri  caftle, 
Elizabeth  made  a  fhew  of  foliciting  for  her 
liberty  f,  which,  by  giving  the  leaft  aid 
to  Mary's  friends  and  partifans,  fhe  could 
have  compelled  Murray  and  Morton  to 
have  granted.  On  Queen  Mary's  efcape 
from  their  hands,  fhe  invited  her  to  take 
refuge  in  England,  where  fhe  affured  her, 
that  all  honours  due  to  a  Queen  mould  be 
paid  to  her.  All  this  ftands  clearly  proved 
by  unqueftionable  evidence.  We  fhall  here 
produce  one  teftimony  more,  under  Secre- 

*  Randolph's  Letters;     Inquiry,     vol.  i.    p.  376, 
377  ;     Melvil,  p.  117.  Glafgow  edition. 

f  Camden,  p.  489. ;    Robertfon,  vol.  i.  p. "460. 
VOL.  II.  X  tary 
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tary  Cecil's  own  hand  *,  in  a  paper  inti- 
tled,  Pro  Regina  Scot  or  um^  which  begins 
thus : 

"  She  (the  Queen  of  Scots)  is  to  be 
*'  helped ;  becaufe  fhe  came  willingly  into 
"  the  realm,  upon  trufl  of  the  Queen's 
«  Majefty." 

"  She  trufted  to  the  Queen's  Majefty 's 
"  help,  becaufe  fhe  had  in  her  trouble  re- 
"  ceived  many  meffages  to  that  effeEt" 

"  No  private  perfon  coming  into  the 
"  realme  for  refuge  ought  to  be  con- 
<c  demned,  if  he  requyre  to  be  heard,  with- 
"  out  hearing." 

Mary's  remonftrance  to  Elizabeth  oa 
this  head,  is  moft  pathetic  f :  "  Pardon 

"  me," 

*  Cot.  Lib.  Anderfon,  vol.  iii.  p.  99. 

f  Excufez  moy,  il  m'importe,  il  fault  que  je  vous 
parle  fans  difiimulation.  Oftez,  Madame,  hors  de 
votre  efpirit  (jue  je  fuis  venue  ici  pour  fauvcte  de  ma 

vie* 
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"  me,"  (fays  ihe  in  a  letter  to  Elizabeth) 
"  while  I  fpeak  to  you  from  my  heart,  and 
"  without  referve.  Imagine  not,  that  I  was 
"  fo  deftitute  of  friends  as  to  fly  to  you  for 
"  the  fafety  of  my  life.  From  choice,  I 
"  threw  myfelf  into  your  arms,  as  my 
"  neareft  relation,  and  affured  friend  ;  and 
"I  did  you  honour,  as  I  imagined,  in 
"  chufing  you  before  any  other  Prince,  to 

vie  ;  le  monde  ni  toute  Ecofle  ne  m'ont  pas  renee. 
Jais  choifie  entre  tous  autres  princes,  pour  ma  plus 
proche  parente  et  parfaite  amie,  vous  faifant,  com  me 
j'ay  fuppofee,  Phoneur  d'etre  nommee  la  reftituerefle 
d'une  Royne  qui  penfoit  tenir  ce  bienfait  de  vous. 
Vous  recevez  un  mien  frere  baftarde  a  votre  prefence 
fugitif  de  moy,  et  vous  me  la  refufez  ;  que  je  m'aflure 
me  fera  tant  plus  delayee  que  ma  caufe  eft  jufte.  Pour 
ce  que  vous  dites,  que  vous  etes  confeillee  par  gens  de 
grande  qualrte,  de  vous  garder  en  cette  affaire.  Ja  a 
Dieu  ne  plaife^  que  je  foye  caufe  de  votre  deflioneur,  ail 
lieu  que  j'avois  intention  de  chercher  le  contraire. 
Pourquoi,  je  vous  fupplie,  aydez  moi,  m'obligeant 
a  vous  de  tout ;  ou  foyez  neutre,  et  me  permettez  de 
chercher  mon  mieux  d'ailleurs.  Andfrfon^  vol.  III. 
p.  94.  etfeq. 

X  2  "  reftore 
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"  reftore  me  to  my  throne.,  You  received 
"  into  your  prefence  my  baftard-brother, 
"  ftained  with  the  crime  of  rebellion  againft 
"  me,  while  you  deny  me  that  favour ; 
"  while  you  refufe  even  to  hear  me  in  my 
"  own  vindication.  As  to  what  you  fay,  of 
"  your  being  advifed  to  aft  circumfpedtly 
"  in  this  matter,  God  forbid  I  ftiould  be 
"  the  caufe  of  bringing  any  reflection  upon 
"  your  honour ;  I  rather  imagined  I  fhould 
"  have  added  to  your  glory,  by  giving  you 
"  an  opportunity  of  difplaying  your  power, 
"  and  generofity  of  heart,  in  the  relief  of 
"  an  injured  Princefs.  Aid  me,  therefore, 
I  conjure  you,  and  let  me  owe  every 
thing  to  you  ;  or  fuffer  me  to  depart,  to 
implore  that  affiftance  from  other  hands, 
"  which  you  are  pleafed  to  refufe  me." 

How  forcible  is  the  language  of  the 
heart!  How  was  it  poffible  for  Elizabeth 
to  refift  the  cries  and  complaints  of  a  dif- 
trefled  Queen,  her  neareft  blood-relation, 

who 
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who  had  thrown  herfelf  under  her  pro- 
tection ?  How  could  flie  fteel  her  heart 
againft  the  common  feelings  of  humanity  ? 
But  Elizabeth  was  a  ftranger  to  fuch  weak- 
nefs.  T^he  bird  whom,  with  fo  much  (kill 
and  addrefs,  fhe  had  allured  into  her  fnare, 
was  not  to  be  fet  at  liberty  for  a  fong. 
Mary  was  now  left  to  the  bitter  reflection, 
that  her  own  rafh  credulity  had  undone  her; 
and  foon  after  to  verify  that  fatal  truth, 
That  to  a  captive  prince  it  is  but  a  ftep  from 
a  prifon  to  the  grave. 

That  Elizabeth's  policy  reached  beyond 
the  confining  the  perfon  of  Mary,  has  not 
hitherto  been  proved.  A  letter  under  Ce- 
cil's hand,  lately  difcovered  among  his  pa- 
pers in  the  Hatfield  library  *,  now  unfolds 
the  dark  defign  that  was  early  formed  for 
taking  away  the  life  of  the  unfortunate 
Queen  Mary. 

*  This  remarkable  letter  was  overlooked  by  the 
two  Hiftorians,  until  it  was  firft  noticed  by  the  Author 
©f  this  Inquiry. 

X  3  In 
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In  the  years  1570  and  1571,  Queen 
Mary's  affairs  in  Scotland  were  in  a  pro- 
fperous  fituation.  The  chief  of  the  Nobi- 
lity and  Gentry  had  taken  arms  for  her 
againft  the  Regent :  they  had  got  poffeffion 
of  the  ftrongeft  fortrefles  in  the  kingdom, 
and  of  the  capital  of  Edinburgh,  from 
whence  they  had  expelled  her  enemies. 

With  regard  to  the  Queen's  fituation  in 
England,  the  treaty  of  marriage  betwixt 
her  and  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  a  Proteftanr, 
the  greateft  and  moft  popular  Nobleman 
in  England,  Iupported  by  the  moft  power- 
ful of  the  Engliih  Nobility,  who  favoured 
Queen  Mary's  title  to  that  crown,  was  a 
mortifying  proof  to  Elizabeth  of  the 
ftrength  of  Mary's  friends  in  that  king- 
/  dom. 

Two  different  expedients  offered  them- 
felves  to  Elizabeth  to  follow,  with  refpe<3 
to  the  Queen  of  Scots :  To  perform  the  pro- 

mifes 
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inifes  made  to  her,  and  to  replace  her  with 
fplendour  upon  her  throne ;  or,  To  detain 
her  a  prifoner  in  England  for  life. 

Elizabeth  was  too  much  a  politician,  and 
a  ftranger  to  fuch  generous  fentiments  as 
direded  her  to  follow  the  firft.  The  laft, 
to  keep  captive,  in  the  midfl  of  fo  many 
friends,  a  Sovereign  Princefs,  the  prefump- 
tive  heir  to  her  throne,  was  both  difficult 
and  dangerous.  She  judged  it  fafeft  to  fol- 
low a  third  expedient ;  to  get  rid  of  her 
prifoner  at  once,  by  cutting  her  off.  The 
only  difficulty  was,  to  fcreen  herfelf  from 
the  odium  of  fo  black  a  deed. 

The  death  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  who, 
by  Murray's  treachery,  was  brought  to 
the  fcaffold  in  June  1572,  fecured  Eliza- 
beth from  all  apprehenfion  at  home  of  any 
danger  from  Mary.  This  was  followed 
by  a  treaty  of  peace  with  France  ;  which 
put  an  end  to  her  rival's  negotiations  in  that 
X  4  kingdom, 
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kingdom,  and  all  her  hopes  of  relief  from 
thence.  At  the  fame  time,  by  the  inter- 
pofition  of  the  French  and  Englifh  minifters 
in  Scotland  *,  who  now  acted  there  in  con- 
cert, a  truce  was  fettled  between  the  con- 
tending parties ;  which  put  a  flop  to  the 
fuccefs  of  the  Queen's  friends,  and  allowed 
her  enemies  to  draw  breath,  and  to  recover 
their  ftrength. 

The  Earl  of  Mar  was  then  Regent  of 
Scotland.  Hiftorians  give  him  the  charac- 
ter of  an  honeft  man,  worthy  of  the  truft 
given  to  him,  of  the  care  and  cuftody  of 
the  young  King. 

It  appears,  that  Murray,  during  his  Re- 
gency, had  offered  to  free  Elizabeth  of 
her  rival  f,  if  fhe  were  delivered  into  his 
hands;  but  this  fcheme  was  fruftrated  by 

*  Du  Croc  and  Drury. 

f  Lefly's  Negotiations,  p.  83,  84.  Robertfon, 
vol.  i.  p.  510.  odavo  edition. 

his 
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his  death.  Elizabeth  thought  the  prefent 
fituation  of  her  affairs  favourable  for  put- 
ting the  fame  fcheme  now  in  execution. 
For  this  purpofe  her  minifter  Killigrew  was 
fent  down  to  Scotland  to  bring  about  this 
vile  affair.  His  inftructions,  in  the  hand- 
writing of  Cecil,  are  as  follows : 


Secret  Inftruttions  for  H.  Killigrew^ 
tember  10,   1572. 


[In  Lord  Burjeigh's  hand.J 

fC  \J17HER  y°u  ar  ky  other  inftru&ions 
"  direded  to  treat  both  with  the 

41  King's  party,  and  others  of  the  caftell, 
u  for  the  better  obfervation  of  the  late  ac- 
<c  cord  for  the  abftynence  ;  and  next  that, 
?c  fecretry  to  informe  fome  of  the  principal 
"  of  either  party  of  the  late  horrible  uni- 
**  verfal  murder  in  France,  and  thereupon 
f*  to  move  them  to  have  good  regard  to 

<c  that 
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"  that  ftate,  that  the  lyke  be  not  there  at- 
"  tempted. 

"  2.  Although  thefe  matters  are  of  rea- 
"  fonable  moment  to  move  to  cawfe  you  to 
"  be  fent  thither  at  this  tyme ;  yet,  upon  a 
fingular  truft,  yow  are  chofen  to  deale  in 
a  third  matter,  of  a  farr  gretar  moment ', 
wherein  all  fecrecy  and  circumfpe&ion  is 
to  be  ufed,  as  yourfelf  confidere  that  the 
u  matter  requireth. 


cc 
cc 


It  is  found  dayly  more  and  more,  that 
the  contynuance  of  the  Quene  of  Scots 
here,  is  fo  dangeroofs,  both  for  the  per- 
fon  of  the  Quene's  Majefty,  and  for  her 
4C  ftate  and  realme,  as  nothing  prefently  is 
<fc  more  neceflary,  than  that  the  realme  might 
be  delivered  of  her  ;  and  though  by  juflice 
this  might  be  done  in  this  realme^  yet  for 
certain  refpeds,  it  feemeth  better  that  fhe 
"  be  fent  into  Scotland,  to  be  delivered  to 
"  the  Regent  and  his  party,  fo  as  it  may 

"be 


u 
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"  be  by  fome  good  means  wrought,  that 
"  they  themfelves  would  fecretly  require  it; 
"  and  that  good  aflurance  may  be  given, 
"  that  as  they  have  heretofore  many  tymes^ 
"  f peel  ally  in  the  tyme  of  the  Qu  en  J  s  former 
"  Regents,  offered,  fo  they  wold,  without 
"  fayle,  proceed  'with  hlr  by  twey  of  jujllce^ 
"  fo  as  nether  that  realme  nor  this  fhuld  be 
"  danger  ed  by  hlr  her  after ;  for  other ••wife  to 
"  have  hlr  and  to  kepe  hlr  were  of  all  other- 
"  moft  dangeroos.  Now,  how  this  may  be 
"  compafled  yow  ar  to  confidre,  at  yowr 
"  coming  thyther,  with  whom  of  the  King's 
"  party  it  were  beft  for  you  to  deale,  mak- 
"  ing  choifs  of  fome  fuch  as  yow  mall 
"  fynde  beft  perfwaded  of  the  perlll  to  that 
" ftate,  by  her  continuance  ether  here  or 
"  there,  and  fuch  as  you  mall  fynde  moft 
"  addifted  to  the  King  ther ;  and  with 
"  fuch  you  may  as  of  yourfelf  fecretly  con- 
"ferr;  and  if  otherwife  it  mall  not  be 
"  diredly  moved  to  yow,  than  you  may 
"  give  the  faid  party  fome  lykelehood  to 
2  "  thynk, 
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*  thynk,  that  if  ther  were  any  erneft  means 
"  fecretly  made  by  the  Regent  and  the  Eric 
"  Mortony  to  fome  of  the  Lords  of  the 
46  counfell  here,  to  have  hir  delyvered  to 
4t  them,  it  might  be  at  this  tyme  better  than 
*c  at  any  tyme  heretofore  brought  to  pafs, 
<c  that  they  might  have  hir,  fo  as  ther  might 
"  begoodfurety  gyven,  that  foe  Jhuld  receive 
ct  that  Jke  hath  deferved  thery  by  ordre  of 
ju/tice,  whereby  no  furder  perlll  Jhuld 
enfue^  by  hir  efcaping  or  Jetting  hir  upp 
ageyn.  For  other  wife  you  may  well  faye, 
that  the  Counfell  of  England  will  never 
<c  aflent  to  delyyer  hir  out  of  the  realme ; 
u  and  for  aflurance  none  can  fuffice  but 
ic  hoflages  of  good  valew,  that  is,  fome 
"  children  and  near  kinsfolk  of  the  Regent, 
**  and  the  Erie  Morton. 

cc  Herein  you  fhall,  as  commodite  fhall 
c<  ferve  yow,  ufe  all  good  fpede,  with  the 
"  m°ft  fecrefy  Aat  yow  can,  to  underftand 
^c  ther  mynds ;  and  yet  fo  to  deale  to  your 

"  utter- 
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"  uttermoft,  that  this  matter  might  be  ra- 
"  ther  oppened  to  you,  than  yourfelf  to 
a  feem  firft  to  move  it ;  and  as  you  fynde 
"  ther  difpofition,  fo  to  accelerate  th'er  dif- 
"  pofition,  and  to  advertife  with  all  fpedc 
"  pojfible ;  for  fo  the  tyme  requyreth^  that 
"  celerite  be  ujcd  to  have  this  doone  before 
<c  the  French  enter  any  deeper  ther  in  cre- 
"  dit ;  and  that  'With  all  fecrefy^  left  it  be 
"  interrupted  by  fome  furder  dangeroofs 
"pradife*." 

What  a  deteftable  deiign  does  this  lay 
open  to  us !  What  an  infamous  treaty  was 
here  fet  on  foot,  for  the  blood  of  a  help- 
lefs  Princefs,  then  under  the  protection  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  who  by  all  laws  human 
and  divine  was  bound  to  have  protected 
her !  We  may  conclude  from  the  charac- 
ter of  the  Regent  Earl  of  Mar,  that  this 

infamous  propofal  was  reje&ed  by  him  with 

t 

*  Murden's  State-papers,   p.  224. 

deteftation, 
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deteftation,  as  it  was  never  more  heard  of. 
But  from  this  attempt  it  is  eafy  to  fee,  that 
the  fate  of  the  unfortunate  Mary  was  fealed, 
and  her  death  determined.  The  delay  to 
give  the  fatal  ftroke,  was  owing  to  no, 
change  of  purpofe  in  Queen  Elizabeth, 
but  to  the  looking  out  for  fome  plaufible 
pretext  for  executing  her  defign  *.  She 
had  got  over  all  fcruples  as  to  putting  her 
rival  to  death,  provided  it  could  be  done 
with  fecrecy ;  but  had  not  the  courage  to 
avow  openly  her  purpofe,  out  of  fear  of 
endangering  her  popularity,  This  cowardly 
plan  ihe  kept  up  to  the  laft ;  and  while 
panting  in  fecret  for  the  blood  of  the  help- 
lefs  Queen  of  Scots,  fhe,  with  the  grofleft 
diffimulation,  affected  concern,  fighs,  and 

*  It  is  not  to  humanity,  fays  Dr.  Robertfon,  that 
we  muft  afcribe  her  forbearance  fo  long  :  at  the  mo- 
ment of  her  fubfcribing  the  writ  that  gave  up  a  woman, 
a  Queen,  her  own  neareft  relation,  into  the  hands  of 
an  executioner,  fhe  was  capable  of  making  a  jeftj 
liol.  it.  p.  165. 

groans, 
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groans,  on  the  accomplifhment  of  her  long- 
projefted  fcheme. 

The  letters  written  by  her  to  Sir  Amias 
Paulet,  Queen  Mary's  keeper  in  her  prifon 
at  Fotheringay  caftle,  difclofe  to  us  the  true 
fentiments  of  her  heart,  and  her  fteady 
purpofe  to  have  Mary  privately  aflaflmated, 
Paulet,  a  rude,  but  an  honeft  man,  had  be- 
haved with  great  infolence  and  harflinefs  to 
Queen  Mary,  and  treated  her  with  the  ut- 
moft  difrefpecl:.  He  approached  her  pep- 
fon  without  any  ceremony,  and  ufually 
came  covered  into  her  prefence,  of  which 
{he  had  complained  to  Queen  Elizabeth  *. 
He  was  therefore  thought  to  be  a  fit  perfon 
for  executing  the  above  purpofe.  The  fol- 
lowing letter  from  Elizabeth  difplays  a 
ftrong  pidhire  of  her  artifice  and  flattery, 
in  order  to  raife  his  expectations  to  the 
higheft  pitch : 

*  Robertfon,  vol.  ii,  p.  165* 

"To 
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"  To  my  loving  AMIAS. 

*  "  Amlas^  my  mo/1  faithful  and  careful 
"  fervant)  God  reward  thee  treblefold  for 
"  the  moft  troublefome  charge  fo  well 
<c  difcharged. — If  you  knew,  my  Amlas^ 
"  how  kindly,  befide  moft  dutifully,  my 
grateful  heart  accepts  and  praifeth  your 
fpotlefs  endeavours,  and  faithful  adions, 
performed  in  fo  dangerous  and  crafty  a 
<c  charge,  it  would  eafe  your  travail,  and 
€'  rejoice  your  heart;  in  which  I  charge 
"  you  to*  carry  this  moft  inftant  thought, 
"  that  I  cannot  balance  in  any  weight  of 
"  my  judgement  the  value  that  I  prize  you 
"  at,  and  fuppofe  no  treafure  can  coun- 
<c  tervail  fuch  a  faith,  and  fliall  condemn 
"  me  in  that  fault  that  yet  I  never  com- 
"  mitted.  If  I  reward  not  fuch  defert,  yea 

r  This  curious  letter,  mentioned  by  none  of  our 
hiftorians,  I  find  in  a  collection  of  remarkable  trials, 
publifhed,  London  17155  Appendix,  N°  V. 

"  let 
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lc  let  me  lack  when  I  moft  need  it,  if  I  ao 
"  knowledge  not  fuch  a  merit,  non  omnibus 
«  datum  *." 

Having  thus  buoyed  up  his  hopes  and 
wifhes,  Walfingham,  in  his  letters  to  Pau- 
let  and  Drury,  mentions  the  propofal  ia 
plain  words  to  them.  "  We  find  by  a 
"  fpeech  lately  made  by  her  Majefty,  that 
"  ihe  doth  note  in  you  both  a  lack  of  that 
"  care  and  zeal  for  her  fervice,  that  fhe 

*  What  a  picture  have  we  here,  of  the  heroine  of 
England !  Wooing  a  faithful  fervant  to  commit  a  clan- 
deftine  murder,  which  {he  herfelf  durft  not  avow ! 

The  portrait  of  King  John,  in  the  fame  predicament, 
praftifmg  with  Hubert  to  murder  his  nephew,  then 
under  his  charge,  (hews  how  intimately  the  great  Poet 
was  acquainted  with  nature  ! 

O  my  gentle  Hubert, 

We  owe  thee  much  !     Within  this  wall  of  fieib, 
There  is  a  foul,  counts  thee  her  creditor, 
And  with  advantage  means  to  pay  thy  love. 
And,  my  good  friend,  thy  voluntary  oath, 
Lives  in  this  bofom,  dearly  cherifhed. 

VOL.  II.  Y  "  looketh 
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"  looketh  for  at  your  hands,  in  that  you 
"  have  not  in  all  this  time  (of  yourfelves, 
<c  without  other  provocation)  found  out 
"  fbme  way  to  ft  or  ten  the  life  of  the  Scots 
<c  Queen*  confiderins;  the  great  peril  me  is 

^^^5  /  C?  .        JL 

"  hourly  fubje£fc  to,  fo  long  as  the  faid 

"  Queen  fliall  live." In  a  Poftfcript : 

"  I  pray  you,  let  both  this  and  the  inclofed 
"*'  be  committed  to  the  fire;  as  your  anfwer 
u  ihall  be,  after  it  has  been  communicated 
"  to  her  Majefty,  for  her  fatisfadion."  In 
a  fubfequent  letter :  "  I  pray  you,  let  me 
<c  know  what  you  have  done  with  my 
"  letters,  becaufe  they  are  not  fit  to  be 
"  kept,  that  I  may  fatisfy  her  Majefty 
"  therein,  who  might  otherwife  take  of- 
"  fence  thereat  *." 

What  a  cruel  fnare  is  here  laid  for  this 
faithful  fervant !  He  is  tempted  to  commit 
a  murder,  and  at  the  fame  time  has  orders 

*  Dr.  Mackenzie's  Lives  $   Freebairn,  p.  270,  & 

from 
6 
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from  his  Sovereign  to  deftroy  the  warrant 
for  doing  it.     He  was  too  wife  and  too 
honourable   to  do  either  the  one  or  the 
other.     Had  he  fallen  into  the  fnare,  we 
may  guefs,  from  the  fate  of  Davidfon,  what 
would  have  been  his.     Paulet,  in  return, 
thus  writes  to  Walfmgham :  — "  YoUf  let- 
cc  ters  of  yefterday  coming  to  my  hand 
"  this  day,  I  would  not  fail,  according  to 
"  your  directions,    to  return  my  anfwef 
"  with   all  poffible  fpeed;     which  I-  fhall 
"  deliver  unto  you  with  great  grief  and 
*'  bitternefs  of  mind,  in  that  I  am  fo  un- 
"  happy,   as   living  to  fee    this   unhappy 
"  day,  in  which  I  am  required,  by  direc- 
"  tion  of  my  moft  gracious  Sovereign,  to 
"  do  an  act  which  God  and  the  law  for- 
"  biddeth.     My  goods  and  life  are  at  her 
"  Majefty's  difpofition,    and  I   am  ready 
"  to  lofe  them  the  next  morrow  if  it  fhall 
"  pleafe  her. — But    God  forbid  I  fhould 
"  make  fo  foul  a  fhipwreck  of  my  con- 
"  fcience,  or  leave  fo  great  a  blot  to  my 
Y  2  "  poor 
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"  poor  pofterity,  and  fhed  blood  without 
"  law  or  warrant  *," 


Thus  was  Elizabeth  put  to  the  necef- 
fity  of  figning  with  her  own  hand  the 
fentence  for  bringing  Queen  Mary  to  the 
block, 

"  One  fcene  more,"  fays  Dr.  Robert- 
fon  f,  "  of  the  boldeft  and  moft  folemn 
"  deceit,  remained  to  be  exhibited.  She 
"  undertook  to  make  the  world  believe, 
"  that  Queen  Mary  had  been  put  to  death 
"  without  her  knowledge,  and  againft 
"  her  will.  Davidfon  her  Secretary,  who 
"  fufpe&ed  nothing  of  her  intention,  fell 
"  a  vidim  to  her  artifice."  His  cataftrophe 
is  well  known.  For  obeying  her  orders, 
he  was  deprived  of  his  whole  fortune,  and 
doomed  to  languifh  the  remainder  of  his 
days  in  a  priibn. 

*  Dr.t  Mackenzie's  Lives,  p.  273. 
f  Robertfon,  vol.  ii.  p.  198. 

The 
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The  bold  and  fmgular  ftep  of  Elizabeth, 
in  bringing  a  Sovereign  Princefs  to  trial 
before  a  foreign  court,  who  had  thrown 
herfelf  voluntarily  tinder  her  protection; 
the  trying  her  by  foreign  laws,  upon  writ- 
ings alleged  to  be  fworn  to  by  perfons 
whom  they  were  afraid,  and  refufed,  to 
bring  into  her  prefence,  was  a  flagrant  vio- 
lation of  every  principle  of  juftice  and  hu- 
manity. 

For  the  particulars  of  fo  extraordinary 
a  trial,  I  refer  the  Reader  to  the  State  Trials. 
We  fhall  conclude  our  work  with  a  difplay 
of  the  magnanimous  behaviour  q.nd  deport- 
i#ent  of  the  Queen  of  Scots,  in  the  clofing 
fcene  of  her  life,  from  the  authentic  letters 
written  by  her  in  the  awful  period,  after 
fentence  of  condemnation  had  pafled  on 
her.  During  that  dreadful  interval,  the 
inhumanity  of  Elizabeth  was  not  difarmed. 
We  have  recently  feen  her  attempt  to  have 
the  unfortunate  Queen  of  Scots  privately 
Y  3  mm> 
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murdered  :  mean  while  fhe  ftudied  to  em- 
bitter the  few  hours  of  her  life.  The 
manner  in  which  fhe  caufed,  the  fentence 
of  condemnation  to  be  intimated  to  Queen 
Mary,  we  fhall  give  from  a  letter  written 
by  the  Queen  to  her  friends  in  France  on 
that  occafion. 


C( 


It  is  now  intimated,'  fays  fhe,  u  by 
"  orders  of  their  Queen,  by  the  mouth  of 
"  Lord  Buckhurft,  Sir  Amias  Paulet,  and 
"  Sir  Dreu  Drury,  that  the  States  of  Par- 
u  liament  have  condemned  me  to  death. 
"  —The  day  before  yefterday  Paulet  and 
Drury  returned  to  fpeak  with  me  : 
They  faid,  that  as  I  had  fhewn  no  re- 
pentance, or  fenfe  of  my  offence  towards 
the  Queen,  fhe  had  commanded  that  my 
u  canopy  of  ftate  fhould  be  taken  down, 
"  confidering  me  as  already  dead  ;  de- 
"  prived  of  honour  or  dignity  as  a  Queen, 
"  I  replied,  That  as  God  of  his  goodnefs 
had  called  me  to  that  dignity,  to  him 

"  alone, 


u 
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"  alone,  with  my  fpirit,  I  would-  refign  it. 
"  That  I  acknowledged  neither  their  Queen 
"  as  my  fuperior,  nor  their  Parliament  nor 
"  Council  as  my  Judges ;  that  they  had  no 
"  other  power  over  me  than  that  of  Tob- 
"  bers  over  the  helplefs  that  fall  into  their 

"  hands. On  this,  Paulet  having  called 

"  for  feven  or  eight  of  his  guards,  he  made, 
"  them  pull  down  my  ftate  canopy;  he 
"  then  fat  himfelf  down  on  it,  and  put  on. 
"his  hat*." 

What  a  pidure  of  barbarity  and  infolence 
in  the  unfeeling  tyrant  and  her  fervants,  is 
here  exhibited  !  Not  all, the  ftudied  infults 
of  Elizabeth  towards  her  helplefs  prifoner 
in  the  laft  fcenes  of  this  tragedy,  could 
abafe  the  exalted  fpirit  of  Queen  Mary,  or 
draw  from  her  the  leaft  unbecoming  word 
or  refle&ion  !  In  the  midft  of  all  her  diftrefs 
{he  rifes  fuperior  to  her  infulting  rival ! 
She  addrefles  her  laft  letter  to  Elizabeth  in 

*  L'Hiftoire  d'Elizabeth,  par  M.  Keralio,  torn.  v. 

Y  4  the 
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the  following  ftrain,  which  difplays  a  mag-? 
nanimity,  and  that  native  elevation  of  foul 
which  Queen  Mary  to  the  laft  fuftained. 

"  Madame, 

"  With  my  whole  heart,  I  render  thanks 
"  to  God,  who  is  pleafed,  by  your  fen- 
"  tence,  to  put  a  period  to  the  long  and 
"  forrowful  pilgrimage  of  my  life ;  nor  do 
"  I  wifli  it  to  be  prolonged,  having  long 
"  enough  experienced  its  bittereft  dif- 
"  trefles.  I  only  fupplicate  your  Majefty, 
"  as  I  have  no  favour  to  expecl:  from  thofe 
"  minifters  who  hold  the  firft  rank  in  your 
<c  ftate,  that  I  may  owe  to  you  alone  the 
c*  following  favours* 

"  Firft,  As  I  cannot  expect  to  be  allowed 

<c  the  rites   of  fepulture   in  England,  ac- 

"  cording  to  the  Cathpjic  folemnitips,  ufed 

;c  by  your  Royal  anceftors  as  well  as  mine; 

l<  and  as   in  Scotland  they  have  profaned 

*  and  violated  the  aflies  of  my  forefathers  j 

"  I 
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"  I  requeft,  when  iny  enemies  (hall  be 
"  glutted  with  my  innocent  blood,  that  my 
"  body  may  be  tranfported  by  my  fervants, 
c<  and  interred  in  confecrated  ground ;  above 
"  all,  in  France,  where  the  bones  of  my 
**  much  honoured  mother  do  now  reft;  fo 
"  as  this  poor  body,  which  has  never  known 
"  repofe  fo  long  as  joined  to  my  foul,  may 
'*  at  laft  find  reft,  when  feparated  from  it. 

"  Secondly,  I  befeech  your  Majefty, 
<c  from  the  apprehenfion  which  I  have  of 
"  the  tyrannic  of  thofe,  to  whofe  ppwer 
"  you  have  given  me  up,  that  my  execu-r 
<c  tion  may  not  proceed  in  any  private  or  ob- 
"  fcure  place,  but  in  the  fight  and  prefence 
<c  of  my  fervants,  and  of  other  perfons  who 
"  may  bear  witnefs  of  my  faith  and  ad- 
"  herence  to  the  Catholic  church,  and  be 
<c  able  to  vindicate  the  laft  fcene  of  my 
f*  life,  and  my  dying  breath,  from  the  falfe 
"  reports  which  my  enemies  may  fpread 
f*  abroad  concerning  me, 

«  Thirdly, 
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"  Thirdly,  I  requeft  that  my  domeftics, 
"  who  have  ferved  me  faithfully  in  all 
"  my.diftrefles,  may  be  allowed  to  with- 
draw themfelves,  freely,  to  whatever  place 
they  chufe,  and  that  they  may  enjoy 
the  fin  all  prefents  which  my  poverty  has 
left  me  to  bequeath  to  them  by  my  laft 
"  will. 

"  I  conjure  you,  Madame,  by  the  blood 
"  of  Jefus  Chrift,  by  the  ties  of  confan- 
ic  guinitie,  by  the  memory  of  King  Henry 
"  VII.  our  common  grandfire,  and  by 
"  the  title  of  Queen  which  I  bear,  and 
"  fhall  do  till  death,  do  not  refufe  the 
"  above  reafonable  requefts ;  and  to  con- 
"  firm  your  affent  by  a  word  under 
"  your  hand.  For  which  I  fhall  die,  as 
*  I  have  lived, 

"  Your  affectionate  fitter 
"  and  prifoner, 

"MARIE,  Reyne*." 

*  Jebb,  vol.  ii.  page  91.  —  See  the  Original, 
Append.  No.  VIII. 

To 
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To  this  magnanimous  letter,  the  obdu- 
rate heart  of  Elizabeth  made  no  reply. 
No  wonder.  Refle&ion  on  the  recent  in- 
dignities put  on  Mary,  muft  have  funk 
her  in  her  own  eftimation. 

The  following  letter  of  Queen  Mary, 
written  by  her,  to  her  Almoner  and  Con- 
feflbr,  the  evening  before  her  execution, 
exhibits  a  fine  picture  of  the  Queen  in 
the  laft  awful  moments  of  her  life,  and 
fliews  how  collected  me  was,  and  with 
what  pious  refignation  me  fubmitted  to  her 
unparalleled  fate. 

The  laft  act  of  devotion  of  a  fmcere 
Catholic,  is  to  make  folemn  confeflion  of 
fins,  to  receive  abfolution,  and  the  holy 
facrament,  from  a  Minifter  of  that  reli- 
gion. This  was  denied  to  Queen  Mary ! 

"  I  requefted,"  fays  me,  "  to  have  you 
"  with  me,  to  make  my  confeffion  to  you, 

"  and 
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"  and  to  receive  the  facrament  from  your 
"  hands.  This  has  cruelly  been  refufed 
"  to  me.  They  have  even  rejected  my 
**  requeft  to  have  my  body  tranfported, 
"  or  to  make  my  teftament,  or  to  write 
<c  any  thing,  but  by  their  hands,  and  under 
"  the  good  pleafure  of  their  Miftrefs,  In 
<c  defect  of  this,  I  now  confefs  my  grievous 
"  fins  in  general,  as  I  intended  to  have 
u  done  to  you  in  particular  ;  befeechlng 
"  yoU)  in  the  name  of  God^  to  pray  and 
"  wake  with  me  this  night^  for  the  fatiC- 
<c  faction  of  my  fins,  and  to  fend  me  your 
<c  abfolution,  and  pardon  of  all  my  o£- 
"  fences  towards  yourfelf.  I  will  endeavour 
"  to  fee  you  in  their  prefence,  as  they 
"  have  granted  to  my  Chamberlain,  and 
"  if  that  fhall  be  permitted,  I  will  afk 
**  your  bleffing  on  my  knees, 

*c  Point   out   to    me    the   moft   proper 

1  prayers  for   this   night    and   to-morrow 

V  morning.     The  time  is  fhort.     I  have  no 

*  leifure 
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"  leifurc  to  write,  but  I  fhall  recommend 
**  you,  with  the  reft  of  my  fervants,  to 
"  the  King  for  all  your  good  offices* 
"  Advife  me,  in  writing,  of  every  thing 
"  you  fhall  think  neceflary  for  falvation. 
"  I  fhall  fend  you  a  fmall  token." 

Nota,  At  the  foot  of  the  letter  is  the 
following  note : 

"  The  Queen  wrote  her  teftatnent  with 
u  her  own  hand,  in  two  leaves  of  paper, 
"  without  refting  or  lifting  her  hand  from 
"  the  paper.  In  which  fhe  fettles  all  her 
"  affairs,  without  omitting  to  bequeath  fome 
"  token  to  each  of  her  fervants  *." 

Thus  met  her  fate,  Mary  Queen  of 
Scots,  the  moft  injured  and  the  moft  un- 
fortunate of  her  fex. 

What  can  atone  for  the  crimes  com- 
mitted by  Elizabeth  with  regard  to  the  un- 

*   See  the  original  Letter,  N°  VII.  Appendix. 

fortunate 
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fortunate  Queen  Mary  ?    Will  the  applaufe? 
which   popularity  has  thrown   upon   this 
great  Queen    (for  fuch,   according  to  the 
ordinary  fenfe  of  the  word,   it  muft  be  al- 
lowed   fhe  was)    palliate    fuch   bold    and 
flagrant  acls  of  injuftice  and  inhumanity, 
carried  on  by  the  grofieft  artifice  and  dif- 
fimulation  ?      Unerring  juftice    will    not 
allow  fuch  impofitions  long  to  pafs.     The 
hand  of  time  has  now  pulled  off  the  mafk 
from  this  imperious  and  arbitrary  Queen; 
and  while  the  juft,  the  impartial,  and  the 
unprejudiced,  muft  deteft  the  bafe  and  un- 
generous  principles  which   guided   Eliza- 
beth, the  humane  will  drop  a  tear  to  the 
memory  of  an  unfortunate  princefs,    the 
moft  amiable  and  accomplimed  of  her  fex, 
who,  by  the  unrelenting  cruelty  of  a  jea- 
lous rival,  through  a  feries  of  bitter  perfe- 
cutions,  was  at  laft  brought  to  the  grave ! 

We  have  feen  Queen  Mary  in  the  laft 
awful  fcene  of  her  life,  firm,  intrepid,   and 

collected^ 
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collected,  without  departing  from  her  dig- 
nity, without  betraying  the  leaft  fymptom 
of  weaknefs  or  fear  !  Confcious  of  the 
re&itude  of  her  heart,  and  that  all  was 
peace  within,  flie  meets  death  with  com- 
pofure,  and  in  the  firm  hope  of  foon  ap- 
pearing before  a  higher  tribunal,  in  the 
prefence  of  the  Mod  High,  as  her  Judge, 

{he,  without  a  figh,  refigns  her  breath  ! 

, 

,  Let  us  attend  the  concluding  fcene  of 
Queen  Elizabeth's  life. 

According  to  the  Hiftorians,  fhe  fuddenly 
was  feized  with  a  deep  melancholy ;  fhe  re- 
jedted  all  confolation  ;  fhe  even  refufed  food 
and  fuftenance,  and,  throwing  herfelf  on  the 
floor,  fhe  remained  fullen  and  immoveable. 
The  few  words  fhe  uttered,  were  expreflive 
of  feme  inward  grief  which  Jke  would  not 
reveal^  but  vented  in  deep  fighs  and  groans. 
Ten  days  fhe  lay  upon  the  floor,  fupported 
with  cufhions,  and  thus  expired  *. 

*  Hume. 

Some 
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Some  late  writers  have  affigned  as  the 
caufe  of  Elizabeth's  melancholy  and  death^ 
an  old  romantic  ftory,  of  her  love  for  the 
unfortunate  Earl  of  Eflex,  and  the  difcovery 
of  the  Countefs  of  Nottingham's  treachery 
in  keeping  up  a  ring,  which  Eflfex,  before 
his  execution,  had  charged  her  with  de- 
livering to  the  Queen,  as  the  pledge  of 
pardon,  which  fhe  formerly  had  given  to 
him.  But  this  pretended  caufe  is  no  ways 
adequate  to  the  effecT:.  It  is  certain  that 
Elizabeth  bore  the  death  of  Eflex  without 
the  leaft  apparent  difturbance.  Bayle,  on 
the  authority  of  the  Marefchal  de  Biron, 
who  was  ambaflador  in  England  at  the 
time,  fays,  that  after  the  execution  of  EfTex, 
the  Queen  was  as  merry  as  before,  during 
Biron's  embafly*.  We  cannot  help  fub- 
fcribing  to  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Whitaker  in 
this  matter,  "  That  Elizabeth  had  a  more 
"  folid  ground  for  melancholy  and  re- 
*  morfe,  arifmg  from  the  fling  of  her  own 

*  Article,  Elizabeth. 

<c  con- 
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"  confcience,  on  the  refledion  of  her  in- 
"  human  treatment  of  Queen  Mary."  To 
imagine  that  the  mafculine  fpirit  of  Eli- 
zabeth would  evaporate  in  a  love-fick 
fit  of  whining  for  the  death  of  an  in- 
folent  fubjed,  who  had  braved  her  au- 
thority,  and  attempted  an  infurredion 
in  her  very  capital,  is  neither  credible* 
nor  in  the  lead  confident  with  the  cha- 
racter and  fortitude  of  the  haughty,  un- 
feeling Elizabeth  !  Her  whole  conduct 
with  regard  to  the  Queen  of  Scots,  was 
fiich  as,  indeed,  to  afford  juft  caufe  for 
the  moft  bitter  remorfe,  in  the  laft  ftage 
of  her  life,  on  the  dreadful  refledion  of 
the  long,  deliberate,  premeditated  fchemes, 
framed  and  profecuted  by  her  for  the  de- 
ftrudion  of  that  Princefs !  With  what 
horror  muft  fhe  have  looked  back,  on  the 
bafe  means  ufed  by  her,  firft,  in  feducing 
from  their  allegiance,  the  fubjeds  of  her 
fifter  Queen,  and  inciting  them  to  over- 
turn her  government,  and  to  dethrone 
VOL.  II.  Z  her ; 
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her;  her  underhand  practices  with  botfl 
parties,  fomenting  their  civil  infurredions^ 
inciting  them  to  cut  each  other's  throats, 
and  to  fpread  flaughter  and  devaftation 
over  a  whole  kingdom,  for  the  abandoned 
purpofe  of  fecuring  its  dependency  or* 
herfelf:  and,  laftly,  to  crown  all,  by 
fhedding  the  blood  of  a  Queen,  her  neareft 
relation,  whom,  by  a  folema  promife  of 
affiftance,  fhe  had  allured  to  throw  her- 
felf under  her  prote&ion! Here  was 

canfe  indeed  for  melancholy,:  for  remorfey 
almoft  to  defpair! 

Now  in  the  decline  of  life,  m  her  yoth 
year,  her  popularity  beginning  to  fade,  and 
the  approach  of  bodily  infirmities,  all  mult 
have  awakened  her  to  reflection,  and  to  the 
bitter  fenfation  of  her  crimes,  and  of  her 
inhuman  treatment  of  the  Queen  of  Scots. 
How  forcibly  muft  the  awful  dying  words 
of  that  Princefs  have  vibrated  in  her  ear  J 
**.  Think  me  not  prefumptuous,  that  now 

"  bidding 
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u  bidding  farewell  to  this  world,  and  pre- 
"  paring  for  a  better,  I  put  you  in  mind, 
"  that  you  muft  alfo  die,  and  mull  anfwer 
"  before  the  tribunal  of  the  Molt  High  for 
u  your  conduft  V 

Happy  for  Elizabeth,  if  unfeigned  con- 
trition and  penitence  in  her  laft  moments, 
has  expiated  her  crimes  f  ! 

*  — Ne  m'accufez  de  prefomptiorij  fi  abandonnant 
ce  monde,  et  me  preparant  pour  un  meilleur,  je  vous 
remonftre  q'un  jour  vous  aurez  a  repondre  de  votre 
charge,  aufli  bien  que  ceux  qui  y  font  envoyez  les 
premiers. 

Votre  foeur  et  coufine, 

De  Fotheringay,  Prifonier  a  tort, 

19  Decembre.  MARIE,  R  J. 

f  The  morals  of  Queen  Elizabeth  may  be  gathered 
from  her  condu£t  with  regard  to  the  unfortunate  Queen 
of  Scots.  For  the  other  parts  of  her  character,  I  leave 
that  tafk  to  her  own  countrymen. 

"  I  fee  no  fufficient  grounds  for  the  exceffivepre- 
<c  judice  that  has  fomehow  taken  place  in  favour  of 
<c  the  golden  reign,  as  it  is  called,  of  Elizabeth.  I 
ic  can  find  neither  the  wifdom  nor  the  virtue  in  it, 

J  Jebb,  vol.  ii.  p.  295, 

Z  a  f<  that 
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"  that  can  entitle  it  to  a  preference  before  all  other 
"  ages.  It  is  allowed,  that  in  her  councils  fhe  was 
«c  vigilant,  careful  in  the  choice  of  her  fervants, 
"  courteous  and  condefcending  to  her  fubje&s.  She 
"  appeared  to  have  an  extreme  tendernefs  for  the 
"  interefts,  and  an  extreme  zeal  for  the  honour,  of 
"  the  nation.  This  was  the  bright  fide  of  her  cha- 
«*  racier.— On  the  other  hand,  fhe  was  choleric  and 
"  imperious,  jealous,  timid,  and  avariciousj  oppreffive, 
"  as  far  as  fhe  durft ;  in  many  cafes  capricious  and 
"  tyrannical. — -The  mingled  fplendor  of  thefe  qua- 
"  lities,  good  and  bad  (for  even  her  worft  had  the 
"  luck,  when  feen  but  on  one  fide,  or  in  well-difpofed 
"  lights,  to  look  like  good  ones),  fo  far  dazzled  the 
"  eyes  of  all,  that  they  did  not,  or  would  not,  fee 
"  many  outrageous  acts  of  tyranny  and  oppreffion. 
"  And  thus  it  has  come  to  pafs,  that,  with  fome  abi- 
"  lity,  more  cunning,  and  little  real  virtue,  the  name 
"  of  Elizabeth  is,  by  the  concurrence  of  many  acci- 
<c  dental  caufes,  become  the  moft  revered  of  any  in 

u  the  roll  of  our  ancient  princes. 1  will  not  deny 

"  her  to  have  been  a  great,  that  is,  a  fortunate 
"  Queen ;  in  this  perhaps  the  moft  fortunate,  that  fhe 
"  attained  to  fo  unrivalled  a  glory  with  fo  few  pre- 
"  tenfions  to  deferve  it."  Dr.  Hurd  on  the  golden 
tigf  of  Sjueen  Elizabeth* 
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POSTSCRIPT, 

Addrefled  to  the  PUBLIC. 


TVyT  R.  Hume,  in  the  laft  edition  of  his 
Hiftory  of  England,   has  made  the 
following  attack  upon  the  Inquirer  *. 


<c 


I  believe15  (fays  the  Hiftorian)  "  there 
"  is  no  reader  of  common  fenfe,  who  does 
"  not  fee,  from  the  narrative  in  the  text, 
"  that  the  author  means  to  fay,  that  Queen 
"  Mary  refufes  conftantly  to  anfwer  before 

*  Hume's  Hiftory,  quarto  edition,   1770,  vol.  v. 
p.  152.     Note,  p.  533. 

Z3  "  the 
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<c  the  Englifh  cornmiflioners,  but  offers 
"  only  to  anfwer  in  perfon,  before  Q^Eli- 
"  zabeth  in  perfon,  contrary  to  her  prao 
cc  tice  during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  con- 
"  ference,  till  the  moment  the  evidence  of 
"  her  being  an  accomplice  in  her  hufband's 
"  murther  is  unexpectedly  produced.  It 
"  is  true,  the  author  having  repeated  four 
"  or  five  times  an  account  of  this  demand 
"  of  being  admitted  to  Elizabeth's  pre- 
"  fence,  and  having  exprefled  his  opi- 
"  nion,  that,  as  it  had  been  refqfed  from 
"  the  beginning,  even  before  the  com- 
<c  meneement  of  the  conferences,  fhe  did 
<c  not  expeft  it  would  now  be  complied 
*c  with  ;  thought  it  impoffible  his  mean- 
"  ing  could  be  mifuriderftood  (as  indeed 
**  it  was  impoffible),  and  not  being  will~ 
u  ing  to  tire  his  reader  with  continual  re- 
petitions,  he  mentions  in  a  paflage  or 
two,  fimply,  that  fhe  had  refufed  to 
make  any  anfwer.  I  believe  alfo,  there 
is  no  reader  of  common  fenfe  who  per- 

«s  ufes 


1 
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"  ufes  Anderfon  or  Goodall's  collections, 
"  and  does  not  fee,  that,  agreeably  to  this 
"  narrative,    Q^  Mary  infifts  unalterably 
"  and   ftrenuoufly  on   not  continuing  to 
**  anfwer  before  the  Englifh  commiflion- 
"  ers,  but  infifts  to  be  heard  in  perfon,  by 
"  Q^ Elizabeth  in  perfon  ;   though  once  or 
"  twice,    by    way   of   bravade,  •  fhe   fays 
"  fimply,  that  (he  will  anfwer  and  refute 
"  her  enemies,  without  inferring  this  con- 
"  dition,  which  ftill   is  underftood.      But 
"  there  is  a  perfon  that  has  wrote  an  £#- 
u  quiry  hiftorlcal  and  critical  into  the  evidence 
"  againjl  Mary  Queen  of  Scots ^  and  has  at- 
c<  tempted  to  refute  the  foregoing  narra- 
"  tive.      He  quotes  a  Jingle  pajjage  of  the 
"  narrative,  in  which  Mary  is  faid  fimply 
"  to  refufe  anfwering ;    and  then  zfingle 
u  paffage  from  Goodall^  in  which  fhe  boafts 
*c  fimply  that  fhe  will  anfwer ;   and  he  very 
"  civilly  and  almoft  directly  calls  the  au- 
4C  thor  a  lyar,    on  account  of    this   pre- 
**  tended  contradiction.      That  whole  En- 
Z4  "  quiry, 
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"  quiry,  from  beginning  to  end,  is  com* 
"  pofed  of fuchfcandalous  artifices  \  and  from 
"  (his  i?i/iancey  the  reader  may  judge  of  the 
"  candour ',  fair  dealing,  veracity,  and  good 
of  the  Enquirer." 


This  is  a  very  heavy  impeachment  againft 
tjie  Inquirer,  and  delivered  in  terms  very 
inconfiftent  with  Mr.  Hume's  complaint 
upon  the  head  of  incivility  and  good  man-* 
ners,  or  with  that  treatment  which  one 
gentleman  ought  to  exped  from  another. 
If  the  Inquirer  has,  in  thefe  refpeds,  been 
deficient  to  Mr.  Hume  (of  which  he  is 
not  at  all  fenfible),  that  gentleman  has 
now  very  amply  retorted  upon  him.  Who 
could  have  fufpeded  the  cool  Philofopher 
to  be  fo  conyerfant  in  terms  of  the  grofleft 
and  mpft  illiberal  abufe  ? 

This  fmall  Eflay  took  its  rife  from  notes 
which  the  author,  in  the  courfe  of  his 
reading,  had  made,  with  no  other  view 

than 
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than  for  his  own  amufement,  and  to  en- 
able him  to  form  a  judgment  of  a  point 
which  he  had  confidered  as  a  hiftorical 
problem.  When  he  was  induced  to  put 
thefe  ftridures  into  their  prefent  form,  and 
to  allow  them  to  be  made  public,  he  was 
fenfible  of  the  difficult  tafk  he  had  under- 
taken. To  canvafs  a  difputed  point,  which 
perhaps,  even  at  this  day,  with  fome  nar- 
row minds,  involved  a  notion  of  party- 
fpirit,  was  not  his  greateft  embarraflment. 
He  found  himfelf  obliged  to  examine,  with 
freedom,  the  opinion  of  authors  of  weighty 
authority;  of  living  authors.  He  ima- 
gined he  faw  fufficient  reafons  to  differ 
widely  in  fentiment  from  thefe  authors; 
to  believe,  that  even  a  writer,  generally 
unqueftioned  in  candour,  might,  in  the 
ardour  of  fupporting  a  favourite  and  po- 
pular fide  of  a  queftion,  have  fhut  his 
eyes  againft  the  light.  Here  was  the  In- 
quirer's difficulty.  The  love  of  truth  de- 
6  mandedj 
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manded,  that  nothing  fhould  be  pallia-* 
ated  in  an  inveftigation  of  this  kind  ;  at 
the  fame  time,  he  knew  well,  that,  from 
the  weaknefs  of  human  nature,  there  was 
fcarce  a  difputant  who  could  feparate  the 
idea  of  an  antagonift  from  that  of  a  foe, 
or  who  could  coolly  fuffer  even  the  appre- 
henfiori  of  lofmg  any  part  of  that  univerfal: 
deference  which  he  was  perfuaded  he  me- 
rited. This  confideration  was  an  incite- 
ment to  the  Inquirer,  to  confider  well  the 
grounds  of  the  controverfy,  to  review  his 
own  arguments,  and  to  be  cautious  even 
in  the  manner  of  dreffing  and  advancing 
them.  This  caution  he  flattered  himfelf 
he  had  never  departed  from ;  and  indeed, 
the  indulgent  approbation  of  the  Public 
had  aimed  fet  his  mind  at  eafe  upon  that 
fcore.  — -  He  now,  however,  at  this  late 
period,  finds  he  has  been  miftaken  ;  and 
that  his  early  fears  were  but  too  well 
grounded. 

The 
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The  author  of  the  Hiftory  of  England, 
fo  often  mentioned  in  this  Inquiry,  has 
now  for  many  years,  with  regard,  to  this 
Eflay,  preferred  a  profound  filcnce,  But 
it  would  feem,  that  all  this  while  he  has 
been  meditating  vengeance :  he  has  now 
ftept  out  into  the  world,  and  aimed  a 
deadly  thruft  at  the  Inquiry  and  its  au- 
thor. 

The  whole  book,  fays  the  Hiftorian, 
from  beginning  to  end,  is  compofed  of 
fcandalous  artifices,  foul  dealing,  want 
of  candour,  veracity,  and  good  man- 
ners. 

After  a  fentence  of  this  kind,  what  re- 
mains for  the  Inquirer  ?  This  fupreme 
judge  of  literary  merit  has  pronounced 
fentence  with  that  confidence  which  mocks 
all  appeal. 

The    Inquirer,    however,    believes    his 
caufe  to  be  fubje&ed  to  another,  and  ra- 
ther 
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ther  a  higher  tribunal,  than  this  author's 
court  of  judicature.  Let  not  that  gen- 
tleman, intoxicated  as  he  feems  to  be  with 
popular  applaufe,  aflume  the  character 
and  ftyle  of  infallible  dire&or  of  opinion, 
nor  prefume  to  wreft  from  that  public,  to 
whofe  indulgent  favour  he  owes  the  credit 
he  has  obtained,  the  right  which  they 
have  of  judging  for  themfelves.  Had  the 
Hiftorian's  judgment  of  the  Inquiry  been 
equitable,  he  would  have  found  his  opi- 
nion long  ere  now  juftified  by  the  concur- 
ring fentiments  of  the  Public  on  his  fide : 
but  that  thefe  fentiments  have  not  con- 
curred with  him  he  feems  tacitly  to  ac- 
knowledge, when  now,  at  the  diftance  of 
a  dozen  of  years  fince  the  offence,  he 
deigns  (contrary  to  his  conduct  with  his 
other  opponents)  to  take  the  offender  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  Public,  and  to  pro- 
nounce fentence  himfelf. 

To  the  impartiality  of  that  Public  the 
Inquirer  now  enters  his  appeal  3    and  to 

their 
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their  judgment  he  fhall  fubmit  the  exa- 
mination of  this  late  manifefto  of  the 
Hiftorian,  leaving  them  to  apply  the 
above  heavy  epithets  of  fcandalobs  arti- 
jice,  'want  of  candour ,  veracity,  and  good 
manners^  to  whom  they  {hall  be  found 
properly  to  belong. 

And  now  as  to  Mr.  Hume's  manifefto  : 

There  is  no  reader  of  common  fen fe, 
fays  he,  who  does  not  fee  from  his  narra- 
tive in  the  text,  that  the  Hiftorian  means 
to  fay,  that  Queen  Mary  conftantly  re- 
fufes  to  anfwer  before  the  Englifh  commif- 
fioners,  but  offers  to  anfwer  only  in  perfon 
before  Queen  Elizabeth  in  perfon.  — 
That  the  Hiftorian,  continues  he,  having 
often  repeated  Queen  Mary's  demand  of 
being  admitted  to  Queen  Elizabeth's  pre- 
fence,  —  and  being  unwilling  to  tire  his 
reader  with  continual  repetitions  of  this 
demand,  mentions  in  a  fajflige  or  tuo 
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*    that    {he    refufed    to    make    any 
an  f wen 

Upon  this,  fays  our  Hiftoriari,  the  aii* 
thor  of  the  Inquiry  has  attempted  to  re* 
fute  his  narrative,  by  quoting  the  above 
fingle  poffage  from  his  hiftory,  in  which 
Queen  Mary  is  faid  fimply  to  refufe  an- 
fwering ; — and  in  oppofition  to  that,  quo- 
ting a  fingle  paJfaSe  frorn  Goodall,  irt 
•which  ihe  boafts  fimply,  that  fhe  will 
anfwer ;  and  on  account  of  this  contra- 
didion,  the  author  of  the  Inquiry  almoft 
diredly  calls  him  a  lyan— —  This  is  the 
charge  againft  the  Inquirer* 

One  would  have  thought  that  when 
the  Hiftcrian  ventured  thus  to  pledge  his 
credit  with  the  public,  by  taking  upon 
him  to  condemn  a  book,  as  eompofed  of 
fcandatotis  artifices -,  and  deftitute  of  candour 
and  truth)  from  one  fingle  inftance,  iri 
which  he  aflerts,  upon  his  own  word,  that 

the 


tigainft  MARY  Queen  of  Scots.       351 

the  author  had  not  quoted  him  fairly  ; 

one  would  have  thought,  that  the  Hiftorian 
fhould  undoubtedly  have  been  lure  of  the 
fa<3.  Is  the  fa£t  then  fo  as  he  is  pleafed 
to  aver  ? — Has  the  Inquirer  taken  hold  of 
this  fingle  paflage  from  Mr.  Hume's  hiftory, 
wherein  he  fays  Queen  Mary  refufed  fimply 
to  anfwer,  without  repeating  her  requeft 
of  being  admitted  to  Queen  Elizabeth's 

prefence  ? The!  Inquirer  does  aver,  that 

it  is  not  fo. 

He  has  not  quoted  a  fingle  or  detached 
paflage  from  him ;  on  the  contrary,  he 
has  quoted  almoft  the  whole  of  the  Hifto- 
lian's  narrative  concerning  Queen  Mary's 
refufal  to  anfwer,  and  likewife  her  requeft 
to  be  prefent  at  the  trial  of  her  caufe,  and 
that,  too,  in  the  Hiftorian's  own  words. 
In  his  quotation,  he  particularly  men- 
tions the  grounds  upon  which  that  author 
fays  Queen  Mary's  commiffioners  founded 
their  refufal  to  anfwer.  The  reader  is  re- 
ferred 


" 
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ferred  to  the  whole  quotation  5  part  of 
which  mall  here  be  repeated.  -  —  u  When 
"  the  charge,"  fays  Mr.  Hume,  "  or  ac^ 
"  cufation  againft  Queen  Mary  was  given 
in,  —  her  commiflioners  abfolutely  re- 
fufed  to  return  any  anfvver  5  and  they 
grounded  their  filence  on  very  extraor- 
dinary  reafons.  They  had  orders,  they 
faid,  from  their  miftrefs,  if  any  thing 
was  advanced  that  might  touch  her  ho- 
nour, not  to  make  any  defence,  as  fhe 
was  a  fovereign  princefs,  and  could  not 
be  fubjecT:  to  any  tribunal  ;  and  they  re- 
quired that  Jhe  Jlwuld  previoujly  be  ad- 

"  mltted  to  Elizabeth's  pretence  *."  —  Thus 

j.    j 

runs  the  quotation  through  every  edition 
of  the  Inquiry. 

The  Inquirer  fhall  now  proceed  to  {how 
HI  what  manner  Mr.  Hume's  narrative,  as 
above,  was  oppofed. 

*  Vol.  i.  p.  165.  of  this  Inquiry. 

In 
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In  the  firft  edition  of  the  Inquiry,  to 
the  Hiftorian's  narrative  was  oppofed  ver- 
batim the  declaration  of  Queen  Mary's 
commiffioners  on  the  2jth  of  December 
1568  ;  wherein  they  declare,  by  her  fpe- 
cial  command,  That  fhe  would  anfwer  to 
Murray's  accufation ;  and,  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  they  defire  to  have  the  writings  that 
he  had  produced  againft  her :  and  neither 
the  Queen  in  her  letter,  nor  the  commif- 
fioners, mention  any  requeft  from  her  of 
being,  admitted  to  Queen  Elizabeth's  pre- 
fence.  This,  the  Hiftorian  is  pleafed  to 

fay,  was  only  a  bravade  of  Mary. It 

may  be  fo  :  but  this  is  only  his  conjecture ; 
it  might  as  probably  have  been  otherwife ; 
that  could  only  have  been  determined  by 
Queen  Mary  herfelf,  as  it  lay  in  her  own 
bread.  But  it  is  to  be  obferved,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  the  letter,  containing 
the  above  declaration,  was  the  very  laft 
which  Queen  Mary  wrote  during  the  con- 
ferences. This,  the  author  of  the  In- 

VOL.  IL  A  a  quiry 
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quiry  apprehends,    was  a  fair   authority, 
and,    for  the  above    reafon,    might   very 
properly  be    quoted   againft    Mr.  Hume* 
However,  to  give  full  fcope  to  the  Hifto- 
rian's  argument,   the  Inquirer,  in  his  fe- 
cond  and  in  this  Edition,  has  omitted  the 
above  declaration :  and  he  oppofes  the  Hit 
torian's  narration,  by  referring  the  reader 
to  the  abftradt  of  the  whole  procedure  in 
the  conferences  *,  which  he  had  recently^ 
and  in  the  immediately  preceding  pages, 
given.     What  muft  fhow  to  the  conviction 
of  every  reader  the  candid  intention  of  the 
Inquirer,  and  that  he  had  not  the   moft 
remote  defign  of  concealing  any  part  of 
the  Hiftorian'a   argument    (as   indeed   he 
had  no  reafon),  he,  immediately  after  the 
above  general  reference,   fully  and  fairly 
ftates    the   whole   of  his   argument,    and 
every  branch  of  it  f ;    a  part  of  which  he 
fliall  here  repeat. — "  Mr.  Hume's  evafion 

*  Inquiry,  vol.  i.   p.  170. 

t  Inquiry,  vol.  i.  p.  172,  173. 
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ce  is,  i/,  That  Mary  had  infifted  to  con- 
"  front,  perfonally,  Murray  and  Morton, 
"  her  accufers,  in  prefence  of  Elizabeth, 
<c  the  whole  Englifh  Nobility,  and  foreign 
*c  minifters;  which,"  Mr.  Hume  is  pleafed 
to  fay,  "  was  fuch  a  requeft  as  could  not 
"  be  granted :  idly^  That  this  requeft  be- 
"  ing  refufed,  Mary's  Commiffioners  had 
"  protefted  againft  all  further  procedure,'* 
&c. 

The  Author  of  the  Inquiry  hopes  ^he 
hath  fufficiently  vindicated  himfelf  from 
Mr.  Hume's  accufation,  by  difproving  his 
averment :  on  that  averment,  and  the  grofs 
abufe  attending  it,  the  Inquirer  {hall  make 
no  reflexions,  but  leave  it  to  the  Public  to 
determine  who  is  beft  entitled  to  bring  the 
accufation  of  want  of  fair  dealing  and  good 
manners. 

The  Author  of  the  Inquiry  fhall  now, 

in  his  turn,    enter  a  little  more  minutely 

into  the  examination  of  the  Hiftorian's  pro- 

A  a  2  pofition  ; 
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pofition  ;  from  which  he  has  inferred,  that 
Queen  Mary  abfolutely  refufed  to  anfwer 
Murray's  accufation,  and  recoiled  from  the 
inquiry. 

Queen  Mary's  Gommiffioners,  our  Hif- 
torian  fays,  abfolutely  refufed  to  return  an 
anfwer  to  Murray's  charge  or  accufation ; 
and  they  required,  that  fhe  fhould  previ- 
oufly  be  admitted  to  Elizabeth's  prefence  ; 
to  whom,  and  to  whom  alone,  fhe  was 
determined  to  juftify  her  innocence  ; — and 
that  they  finally  broke  off  the  conferences, 
and  never  would  make  any  reply. 

Here  I  beg  leave  to  flop  him,  to  tell  him 
civilly,  that  he  is  in  a  miftake.  Queen 
Mary,  it  is  granted,  at  firft,  fenfible  of  Eliza- 
beth's grofs  partiality,  did  refufe  to  anfwer 
the  charge  or  accufation.  But  fhe  thought 
better,  on  it ;  and  afterwards,  not  only  of- 
fered to  anfwer  the  charge  conditionally  as 
above,  but  adually  did  give  in  her  anfwer; 
9  to 
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to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  the  reader, 
Inquiry,  vol.  i.  p.  139. 


The  Hiftorian  perhaps  will  fay,  that 
Queen  Mary  refufed  to  anfwer  to  \hz  proof 
of  the  charge,  that  is,  the  Letters. — How 
could  fhe,  unlefs  {he  was  allowed  to  fee 
them  ?  She  often  requefted  tofte  tbefe  writ- 
ings,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  anfwering 
them. 

But,  it  is  faid,  fhe  annexed  to  her  offer 
to  anfwer,  a  demand  which,  fhe  was  fen- 
fible,  could  not  be  granted. — For  what 
reafon  could  not  her  demand  be  granted  ? 
Was  it  impoffible  ?-r-It  fhall  be  allowed, 
that  an  offer  to  perform  a  thing  under  a 
condition  which  is  impoffible,  refolves  into 
an  abfolute  refufal.  But  is  this  the  cafe 
of  Queen  Mary's  conditional  demand,  of 
being  admitted  to  Queen  Elizabeth's  pre-v 
fence,  as  her  accufers  had  been  ?  Was  this 
impoffible  ?  was  it  even  unreafonable  ?  On 
A  a  3  the 
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the  contrary,  I  apprehend  it  was  abfolutely 
neceflary.  What  was  the  meaning  of  Queen 
Mary's  demand  ?  She  was  accufed  of  very 
high  crimes,  which  were  offered  to  be 
proved  by  Letters  faid  to  be  of  her  own 
hand- writing.  Her  demand  was,  to  appear 
perfonally,  in  defence  and  vindication  of 
what  was  more  valuable  to  her  than  life, 
her  honour  and  reputation,  not  to  mention 
her  kingdom.  Was  it  ever  heard  of  in  the 
annals  of  any  civilized  nation,  that  a  perfon 
could  be  tried  for  life  or  property  in  ab- 

fence  ? When  Queen  Mary  demanded 

that  fhe  might  be  prefent,  what  was  flie  to 
do?  Why,  to  hear,  and  fee  with  her  own 
eyes,  what  evidence  her  accufers  were  to 
produce  againft  her ;  to  have  infpedion  of 
thefe  Letters,  which  fhe  exclaimed  to  the 
whole  world  were  forged  by  thefe  very 
accufers.— Letters,  it  is  true,  may  be  com- 
pared, and  the  fimilarity  of  hand-writings 
guefled  at,  by  third  parties ;  but  will  it  be 
maintained,  that  any  perfon  could  fupply 

the 
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the  place  of  Mary  herfelf  for  detecting 
forged  Letters  faid  to  be  written  by 
herfelf? 

But,  fays  our  Hiftorian,  Queen  Mary 
had  before  this  time  made  the  fame  requeft 
to  come  before  Elizabeth,  and  was  refufed*; 
and  thence  it  is  inferred,  that  fhe  had  no 
reafon  to  think,  that  Elizabeth  would  alter 
her  refolution.— ^-Why  not  ?  When  Mary, 
upon  Queen  Elizabeth's  propofal,  confented 
to  have  her  caufe  treated  in  the  way  of 
conference,  as  fhe  herfelf  was  not  allowed 
to  fee  Elizabeth,  fhe  infifted  with  that 
Princefs,  and  got  her  "  promife,  that  during 
u  this  conference  the  Erie  of  Murray,  prin- 
"  cipal  of  the  rebels,  fhould  not  come  into 
"  the  prefence  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  no  more 
"  than  Queen  Mary ;  and  yet,"  (complains 
Mary)  "  on  the  contrair,  he  is  received 
"  and  welcomed  by  her,  and  we,  ane  free 

*  Hunxe's  Hift.  vol.  ii.  p.  496. 

A  a  4  "  Princefs, 
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*c  Princefs,  have  not  accefs  to  anfwer 
"  for  ourfelves,  as  he  and  his  accom-* 
"plices*." 

But  again :  It  was  faid  by  Queen  Eli-> 
zabeth,  that  it  was  inconfiftent  with  her 
honour  to  admit  Mary  to  her  prefence  till 
fhe  qould  clear  herfelf  of  the  crimes  im- 
puted to  her  f. — This  was  furely  very 
fqueamifh  in  this  virgin  Queen  :  but  where 
was  her  delicacy,  nay,  let  me  afk,  what 
became  of  her  honour,  and  her  honefty, 
when  ihe  broke  through  a  folemn  promife, 
and  admitted  into  her  prefence,  both  pub- 
licly and  in  private,  the  declared  rebels, 
and  ufurpers  of  the  crown  of  her  flfter 
Queen  ?  when  fhe  cherifhed  perfons  accufed 
of  the  murder  of  their  King  ?  and  of  which 
crime  two  of  them,  Morton  and  Lething- 
ton,  were  afterwards  tried  and  convided 
by  their  Peers.  Such  were  the  perfons 

*  Goodall,  vol.  ii.  p.  184. 

f  Hume's  Hift.  vol.  ii.  p.  501. 

whom 
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xvhom  this  high  and  mighty  Queen,  of 
fuch  punctilious  honour,  fuch  nice  and  de- 
licate feelings,  exerted  her  utmcft  endea- 
vours, by  threats  and  promifes,  even  when 
the  matter  in  difpute  was  fubmitted  to  her 
as  a  judge,  to  incite  and  inftigate,  from 
being  at  firft  defendants,  on  Queen  Mary's 
complaint  againft  them,  as  rebels  and 
ufurpers,  to  turn  accufers  againft  her,  Fie 
upon  it !  fie  upon  it ! 

I  fhall  now  conclude,  by  bringing  the 
argument  to  a  very  narrow  point. 

Let  me  fuppofe,  that  Queen  Mary's  re- 
queft,  to  be  admitted  to  Queen  Elizabeth's 
prelence,  had  appeared  unreafonable  or 
improper,  and  therefore  was  refufed.  Was 
that  a  good  reafon  for  refufing  her  requeft 
to  fee  the  Letters  ?  If,  after  infpedling  the 
evidence  againft  her,  Queen  Mary  had 
remained  filent,  and  made  no  anfwer,  the 
confequence  is  plain,  the  Letters  muft  have 

been 
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been  held  as  genuine,  and  £be  flood  con- 
vi&ed  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  the  whole 
world,  by  her  own  Letters.  On  the  other 
hand,  I  apprehend,  unlefs  a  good  reafon 
can  be  fhown  for  refufing  Mary's  requeft 
to  fee  the  Letters,  that  refufal  is  equally 
decifive  of  the  queftion  in  her  favour,  I 
call  upon  Mr.  Hume,  therefore,  and  defire 
him,  with  all  his  ingenuity,  to  give  me  a 
folid  reafon  for  Elizabeth's  refufing  to  allow 
Queen  Mary  to  fee  thefe  Letters.  I  will 
venture  to  fay,  that  only  one  reafon,  con- 
fident with  common  fenfe,  can  be  given, 
which  is  this:  That  Queen  Elizabeth,  and 
the  penetrating  Cecil,  faw  or  fufpeded  a 
forgery;  and  by  the  many  ihifts  which, 
through  the  whole  courfe  of  the  conferences, 
were  devifed  to  elude  a  fcrutiny,  and  in- 
fpe&ion  of  thefe  Letters,  it  is  apparent  they 
were  refolved  to  guard  againft  a  detection : 
and  to  clofe  the  fcene,  and  to  prevent  Queen 
Mary  from  ever  getting  a  fight  of  this  forged 
evidence,  they  took  a  very  effe£tual  way, 

bv 
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by  difmiffing  Murray,  and  them  together, 
from  the  conferences.  To  this  let  me  join 
the  proof  which  has  lately  been  brought  by 
Goodall  againft  the  Letters,  which,  I  am 
warranted  to  fay,  in  the  opinion  of  many 
of  the  firft  critics  of  the  age,  does  clearly 
demonftrate  the  forgery. 

In  fhort,  I  make  no  fcruple  to  affirm,  that 
our  Hiftorian's  propofition,  upon  which 
he  condemns  Queen  Mary,  as  recoiling 
from  the  inquiry,  is  falfe,  that  it  has  not  a 
foot  to  ftand  on,  and  therefore  muft  fall  to 
the  ground.  I  fhall  not,  in  Mr.  Hume's 
language,  very  unbecoming  a  gentleman, 
call  it  foul  dealing,  and  kfcandakus  artifice; 
but  I  will  venture  to  fay,  that,  by  as  glar- 
ing a  fophifm  as  ever  was  ufed,  he  has  con- 
verted a  pofitive  offer,  under  a  condition 
reafonable,  equitable,  and  neceflary,  into 
an  abfolute  refufal. 

As  to  the  veracity  and  candour  of  the 
Hiftorian,  the  Inquirer,  without  going  be- 

7  yond 
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yond  the  fubjecl:  in  hand  for  examples,  fliall 
mention  a  few  facets,  and  leave  the  Reader 
to  make  his  own  reflections. 

In  the  firft  place,  The  Inquirer  does  fay, 
That  the  detail  which  our  Author  has  given 
of  the  conferences  is  contradi&ed  by  the  re- 
cords, aim  oft  in  every  line. — The  Inquirer 
fhall  riot  fpeak  without  book. 

Queen  Mary,  fays  our  Hiftorian,  abfo- 
lutely  refufed  to  make  anfwer  to  Murray's 
accufation. — See  the  anfwers  given  in  by 
her  to  the  Englifh  commiffioners,  vol.  L 
p.  138.  of  this  Inquiry. 

Queen  Mary's  commiffioners,  fays  he, 
finally  broke  off  the  conferences,  and  ne->- 

ver    would    make   any  reply  *. See  a 

confutation  of  this,  and  the  procedure  of 
the  parties  after  the  proteft  of  Mary's  com- 
mifficners  of  the  3d  of  December,  vol.  i. 

*  Hume's  Hift.  vol,  ii.  p.  498.  firft  edition, 

p.  UJ, 
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p.  121,  122  of  this  Inquiry;  and  continu- 
ation of  the  conferences,  from  the  2jth  of 
December,  when  Queen  Mary's  cornmif- 
fioners  refumed  them,  pages  134,  135, 136, 
to  the  1 3th  of  January,  which  were  fre- 
quent and  full,  until  Murray  and  his  ac- 
complices withdrew  themfelves. 

And,  laftly,  According  to  the  Hiftorian, 
Mary's  accufation  of  Murray  and  his  party 
was  made  by  her  after  all  the  conferences 
were  broke  off,  and  was  only  an  angry  re- 
taliation, extorted  from  her  by  Murray's 
complaint*. — Did  not  the  Author's  pre- 
judice blind  him,  he  might  with  greater 
reafon  and  truth  have  faid,  that  Murray's 
accufation  was  extorted  from  him  after 
Mary  had  expofed  his  rebellious  practices 
before  the  commiflioners  at  York,  and  re- 
futed every  argument  offered  in  his  defence, 
even  according  to  our  Author's  own  opi- 

*  Hume's  Hift.  vol.  ii.  p.  501.  firft  edition. 

niori. 
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nion  *.  But  as  to  the  point  of  fact  aflerted 
by  our  Author,  That  Mary's  accufation  of 
of  Murray  and  his  party  was  made  by  her 
after  all  the  conferences  were  broke  off:  it 
is  denied.  Perhaps  our  Author  will  fay, 
this  is  almoft  dire&ly  faying,  it  is  a  lie.  I 
ihall  not  fay  fo  :  but  if  the  records  directly 
contradict  his  aflertibn,  who  is  to  blame  ? 
—Let  us  fee  how  the  fa£t  as  to  this 
flands. 

On  Murray's  accufation  being  given  in 
on  the  26th  of  November,  and  a  copy 
given  to  Mary's  commifTioners,  they,  upon 
the  i  ft  of  December,  aflert,  "  That  Mur- 
"  ray  and  his  partifans  had  invented  this 
<c  accufation  for  maintenance  of  their  own 
<c  treafon ;  and  that,  when  the  caufe  fhould 
"  be  farther  tried,  it  would  be  proved, 
"  that  fome  of  the  accufers  were  the  in- 
"  ventors,  and  privy  to  the  making  bonds 
u  for  the  confpiracy  of  the  death  of  the 

*  Hume's  Hift.  vol.  ii.  p.  494.  fcrft  edition. 

"  Lord 
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<c 


Lord  Darnley;  —  and  they  begged,  that 
"  the  accufers  might  be  arrefted  until  the 
"  endofthecaufe*." 

After  this,  we  fee  Queen  Mary  herfelf, 
in  almoft  every  paper,  and  her  commit- 
fioners,  in  her  name,  to  the  very  end  of 
the  conferences  in  January,  infilling  in 
her  accufation  of  Murray  and  his  party  ; 
and  that,  if  time  were  allowed  her,  fhe 
would  prove  that  accufation. 

So  much  on  the  point  of  veracity.- 
With  regard  to  the  candour  of  our  Hifto- 
rian,   the  Inquirer  fubmits  the  following 
inftances  : 

Our  Author,  in  arguing  in  fupport  of 
the  Letters  as  genuine,  has  this  remark: 
—  "  In  writing  the  firft  Letter,  which," 
fays  he,  "  was  penned  by  the  Queen,  late 
"  at  night,  her  paper  failed  her,  and  fhe 
"  takes  down  a  memorandum  of  what  fhe 

*  See  Inquiry,  vol.  i.  p.  114. 

"  intended 
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"  intended  to  add  next  morning ;  and  \i 
"  is  accordingly  added. — This,"  fays  he, 
"  is  a  circumftance  very  particular,  and 
<c  not  likely  to  occur  to  any  peribn  who 
u  would  forge  thefe  Letters  *." 

The  Inquirer,  in  the  firft  edition  of  his 
book,  challenged  this  obfervation  of  our 
Author  as  contrary  to  facl: ;  and  he  proved, 
that  the  paflage  in  the  Queen's  Letter  re- 
ferred to,  did  not  contain  one  word  which 
had  the  leaft  relation  to  the  memorandums, 
unlefs  in  one  particular. 

The  Hiftorian,  fenfible  that  he  had  no 
ground  for  his  aflfertion,  was  pleafed,  in 
his  fecond  and  after  editions,  to  drop  the 
whole  of  this  argument,  by  leaving  it  out 
altogether.  Was  that  fufficient  ?  Ought  he 
not  to  have  acknowledged  his  error,  to  call 
it  no  worfe  ? 

*  Hume's  Hift.  vol.  ii.  p.  498.  firft  edit.  4to. 

In 
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In  fupport  of  Hubert's  confeffion,  the 
Hiftorian,  in  his  firft  edition,  afierted, 
ifly  That  it  was  certainly  a  regular  judi- 
cial confeffion,  i.  e.  taken  in  the  prefence 
of  a  judge; — 2d7j>,  That  it  was  produced 
by  Mary's  accufers  judicially  againft  her : 
from  which  he  concluded,  that  Queen 
Mary,  if  fhe  was  innocent,  ought,  at  the 
time  that  it  was  judicially  produced,  to  have 
canvafled  this  confeffion  *. 

The  Inquirer,  in  the  firft  edition  of  his 
book,  detected  the  above  aflertions  of  our 
Author,  and  brought  a  full  proof  of  their 
falfity, — and  that  the  Queen  never  faw 

this  confeffion. What  was  the  confe- 

quence  ?  Let  the  boafted  candour  of  our 
Hiftorian  now  fpeak  out  ?  No !  his  can- 
dour was  afleep  on  this  occafion.  He  chofe 
filently  to  withdraw  the  whole  of  thefe 
aflertions  in  his  future  editions.  But  let 
me  afk,  although  the  pride  of  an  author 

*  Hift.  of  England,  firft  edit.  410,  p.  500. 

VOL.  II.  B  b  would 
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would  not  fuffer  him  to  acknowledge  thofe 
errors  to  the  perfon  who  had  deteded  them, 
in  confiftency  with  honour,  was  not  fome- 
thing  due  to  the  Public,  and  to  the  pofleflbrs 
of  his  firft  edition  ? 

Upon  this  head,  it  might  be  afked  of 
our  Author,  whether  he  himfelf  ferioufly 
believes,  that  Hubert's  confeffion  is  really 
genuine  ?  But,  as  it  is  not  expeded  that  he 
will  anfwer  this  queftion,  we  refer  the  reader 
to  the  detection  of  that  forged  evidence  in 
Part  I.  Chap.  4.  of  the  foregoing  Inquiry. 

Indeed  the  whole  of  our  Author's  plan, 
for  condemning  Queen  Mary  unheard,  is 
moft  uncandid,  to  fay  no  worfe  of  it.-— 
Becaufe  flie,  in  the  beginning,  fenfible  of 
Elizabeth's  partiality,  broke  off  the  con- 
ferences ;  yet,  although  flie  refumed  them, 
our  Author,  taking  her  at  her  firft  word, 
rejects  her  remonftrances,  and  ftifles  the 
whole  procedure  after  this  on  Mary's  part, 
while  he  takes  care  to  give  a  minute  detail 
2  of 


againft  MARY  Queen  of  SCOTS.       371 

of  the  evidence  poured  in  agairift  her  on 
the  other  fide ;  and  from  thence  draws  a 
conclufion,  which,  in  my  humble  opi- 
nion, does  very  little  credit,  either  to  his 
moral  fentiments  of  equity  as  a  judge;  or 

to  his  feelings  as  a  man. -Were  Queeft 

Mary's  objections,  fays  he,  to  the  evidence 
produced  againft  her,  ever  fo  fpecious,  they 
cannot  now  be  hearkened  to,  "  fmce  fhe 
"  did  in  effecl:  ratify  the  evidence,  by  re- 
<c  coiling  from  the  inquiry,  at  the  critical 
"  moment,  and  refufmg  to  give  an  a0wer 
"  to  the  accufation  of  her  enemies." 

Unfortunate  Mary  !  Hard  has  been  thy 
fate:  condemned  at  firft  unheard,  upon 
evidence  which  thou  wert  not  allowed  to 
fee !  and  now  a  fecond  time  brought  to 
trial,  and  condemned  for  not  anfwering 

to  that  evidence ! Hard  is  thy  fate  on 

another  account. — Had  thofe  talents,  and 
that  ingenuity,  which  have  of  late  been 
difplayed  againft  thee,  been  as  forcibly 
exerted  in  thy  favour,  how  would  thy  caufe 
B  b  2  have 
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have  fhone  forth,  and,  like  lightning, 
blafted  all  oppofition  \  —  Let  not,  however, 
the  injured  Mary  be  difmayed,  nor  fink 
under  the  dread  of  her  formidable  oppo- 
nents ;  weak  as  her  prefent  advocate  may 
be,  fhe  has  a  much  more  powerful  one, 
Truth!  Truth  may  for  a  time  be  over- 
powered, but  at  length  will  prevail  ;  and 
although,  according  to  the  old  fage,  fhe 
often  lies  buried  at  the  bottom  of  a  well,  yet 
Time  will  find  her  out,  and  ufher  her  into 


The  Inquirer,  after  all,  fhall  not,  ac- 
cording to  the  manner  of  our  Hiftorian, 
fay,  that  his  hiftory,  from  beginning  to 
end,  is  of  a  piece.  He  is  far  from  think- 
ing fo:  although  the  Inquirer,  by  taking 
another  period  of  it  in  hand,  might  per- 
haps fhew  the  fame  fyflematic  perverfity 
in  our  Author  \  yet  it  is  fufficient  to  the 
prefent  purpofe  to  'fay,  that  of  the  unfor- 
tunate Queen  Mary  he  has  painted  a 
moft  foul  pidure.  He  has  thrown  out  al- 

moft 
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moft  every  grace  from  his  canvas,  and 
overcharged  and  diftorted  every  feature. 
In  place  of  a  portrait,  he  has  given  us  a 
falfe,  hideous,  and  unnatural  caricatura. 

To  conclude:    The  Inquirer  hopes    he 
has  fufficiently  vindicated  himfelf  from  the 
violent  attack   and  illiberal  abufe  thrown 
out  againft   him    by  the    Hiftorian. — He 
is  pleafed  to  fay,  That  the    Inquirer  al- 
moft  dire£Uy  called  him  a  liar.     The  In- 
quirer appeals  to   his  book  for  the  con- 
trary.    If   many    of    the   fads   advanced 
by  the  Hiftorian  are  contradicted  by  the 
authorities    cited    by    the    Inquirer,    who 
is    in    the    fault?     Was    he    to   compli- 
ment him  at  the  expence  of  truth  ?  He 
has  kept  ftri£Uy  to  his  plan  through  the 
whole  of  his  book,  and  he  has  not  gone  a 
foot  out  of  his  way  to  attack  Mr.  Hume : 
he  has  ftudied   to  avoid  abufe ;    fenfible, 
that  wherever  recourfe  is  had  to  this  wea» 
pon,  it  is  a  certain  fign  of  a  tottering  caufe. 
The  Hiftorian,  if  he   chufes,   may  apply 
B  b  3  this 
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this  to  himielf.  He  has,  on  many  occa- 
fions,  pleaded  the  caufe  of  liberty  againft 
ijitolerant  principles;  of  the  freedom  of 
attack  even  of  firft  principles :  but  let  us 
afk  him,  Had  any  of  his  opponents  attacked 
him  in  the  fame  abufive  and  illiberal  way 
he  now  does  the  Inquirer,  in  what  con- 
tempt would  Jhe  have  held  him  ?  what  airs 
of  fuperiority  would  he  have  given  him- 
felf  ? — The  Inquirer  does  not  aflume  the 
high  tone  either  of  Hiftorian  or  Philofo- 
pher  :  all  he  pretends  to  is  that  of  a  Reader, 
who  may,  and  will,  think  for  himfelf. 
He  wrote  neither  for  money  nor  for  ap- 

plaufe. If  the  Hiftorian  fhall  point  out 

to  him  any  one  circumftance  in  which  he 
is  wrong,  either  in  fact  or  argument,  he 
will,  with  great  franknefs,  retradt  and  ac- 
knowledge his  error:  but  as  he  is  a  free 
fiibjecl:,— -no  mans  heir  or  Jlave^ — our  Au- 
thor will  find  it  not  fo  eafy  a  matter  to  con- 
vince him  in  any  other  way. 

Edinburgh,  September,    1771. 
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The  firft  Letter  faid  to  be  written  by  MARY 
Queen  of  Scots,  to  JAMES  Earl  of  Both- 
well. 


TpOSTEAQJJAM     ab     CO    loCO 

difcefli  ubi  reliqueram 
cor  meum,  facilis  eft  conjeclu- 
ra  qui  meus  fuerit  vultus,  cum 
plane  perinde  eflem  atque 
corpus  fine  corde :  ea  fuit 
caufa  cur  toto  prandii  tern- 
pore,  neque  contulerim  fer- 
monem  cum  quoquam,  neque 
quifquam  fe  offerre  mihi  fit 
aufus,  ut  qui  judicarent  id  non 
effe  ex  ufu. 

Ad  quatuor  paffuum  millia 
anteqaam  ad  oppidum  accef- 
liflem,  homo  honefto  loco  na- 
tus  a  Comite  Levinia;  ad  me 
venit,  atque  ejus  nomine  fa- 
lutavit :  excufavit  Comitem, 
quod  non  ipfe  obviam  procef- 
fiifet, 


partie  du  lieu  ou  j'avoye  laiiTe  mon  cceur,  il  fe 
•*"*  peut  aifement  juger  quelle  elicit  ma  contenance,  veu 
ce  que  peut  un  corps  fans  cceur  ;  qui  a  efte  caufe  que  jufques 
a  la  difnee  je  n'ay  pas  tenu  grand  propos ;  auffi  perfonne  ne 
s'eft  voulu  avancer,  jugeant  bien  qu'il  n'y  faifoit  bon.  . 

Eftant  encor  a  quatre  mille  pas  de  la  ville,  vint  a  moy  un 

gentilhomme  envoye  par  le  Conte  de  Lenos,  qui  me  falva  en 

fon  nom ;    &  1'excufa  de  ce  qu'il  ne  m'eftoit  venu  au  dcvant, 

difant,  qu'il  ne  Tavoit  ofe  entreprendre,  a  caufe  que  j'avoye 

B  b  4  tenfe 


T>  E  i  N  G  departit  from  the 
*^  place  quhair  I  left  my 
hart,  it  is  efie  to  be  judgeit 
what  was  my  countenance, 
feeing  that  I  was  evin  als  me- 
kle  as  ane  body  without  ane 
hart;  quhilk  was  the  occa- 
fioun  that  quhile  dennertyme 
I  held  purpois  to  na  body ; 
nor  zit  durft  ony  prefent 
thamfelfis  unto  me,  judging 
yat  it  was  not  gude  fa  to  do 

Four  myle  or  I  came  to 
the  town,  ane  gentleman  of 
the  Erie  of  Lennox  came  and 
maid  his  commendatiounis 
unto  me ;  and  excufit  him 
that  he  came  not  to  meit  me, 
be  reflbun  he  duril  not  inter- 
pryfe 
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pryfe  the  fame,  becaus  of  the 
rude  wordis  that  I  had  fpo- 
kin  to  Cuninghame  :  and  he 
defyrit  that  he  fuld  come  to 
the  inquifition  of  ye  matter 
yat  I  fufpedit  him  of.  This 
laft  fpeiking  was  of  his  awin 
heid,  without  ony  commif- 
fioun. 

I  anfwerit  to  him,  that  tbair 
•was  na  receipt  culd  fer<ve  a- 
ganis  feir ;  and  that  he  wald 
not  be  afFrayit,  in  cace  he 
were  not  culpabill ;  and  that 
I  anfwerit  bot  rudely  to  the 
doutis  yat  wer  in  his  letteris. 
Summa,  I  maid  him  hald  his 
toung.  The  reft  wer  lang  to 
wryte.  Schir  James  Hamil- 
toun  met  me  ;  quha  fchawit, 
that  the  other  tyme  when  he 
hard  of  my  cumming,  he  de- 
partit  away,  and  fend  How- 
itoun  to  fchaw  him,  that  he 
wald  never  have  belevit  that 
he  wald  have  perfewit  him, 
nor  zit  accompanyit  him  with 
the  Hamiltounis.  He  anfwe- 
rit, that  he  was  only  cum 
bot 


liffet,  id  enim  quo  minus  au- 
deret  in  caufa  fuifTe,  quod 
verbis  afperioribus  Cuniga- 
mium  compeliaffem  Petivit 
etiam  ut  inquirerem  de  fufpi- 
cione  mea  adverfus  Comitem. 
Poftrema  hasc  fermonis  pars 
ab  ipfo,  injuflu  Comitis,  erat 
adjecla. 

Ego  refpondi,  nullam  ad- 
•verfus  timorem  effe  medicinam  ; 
neque  fi  extra  culpam  effet, 
tarn  meticulofum  futurum  j 
neque  me,  nifi  ad  dubitatio- 
nes,  quae  in  ejus  literis  erant, 
afperius  refpondifle.  In  fum- 
ma,  impofui  homini  iilentium. 
Longum  efFet  cetera  perfcri- 
bere.  D.  Jacobus  Hamilto- 
nius  mihi  obviam  venit;  is 
oftendit  fuperiore  tempore, 
cum  de  meo  adventu  audiffet, 
eum  difcefliffe,  ac  Huftonum 
ad  fe  mififfe,  qui  dicerit, 
fe  nunquam  fuiffe  crediturum, 
quod  aut  ipfum  perfequeretur, 
aut  Harniltoniis  fe  conjunge- 
ret ;  fe  vero  refpondifle,  fui 
itineris  caufam  unam  fuifle,  ut 
me 


tenfe  Cuningham  avec  paroles  aigres.  II  me  demanda  auffi 
que  je  m'enquiffe  de  foup9on  que  j'avoye  centre  iceluy  Conte, 
Cefte  derniere  partie  de  fon  dire  avoit  efte  adjouftee  par  luy, 
fans  que  le  Conte  luy  eufl  commande. 

Je  refpondy,  qu'il  n'y  avoit  point  de  remede  contre  la  crainte; 
&  que  s'il  eftoit  hors  de  faute,  il  ne  feroit  pas  tant  timi- 
de  ;  &  que  je  n'avoye  point  refpondu  afprement  finon  aux 
doutes  qui  eftoient  en  fes  lettres.  En  fomme,  j'impofay  filenee 
au  perfonnage.  11  feroit  long  defcrire  tout  le  refte.  Le  Seig- 
neur Jaques  Hambleton  vint  au  devant  de  moy,  lequel  me 
declara,  qu'auparavant  ayant  entendu  ma  veniie,  il  s'eftoit 
retire  &  luy  avoit  envoye  Hufton,  pour  luy  dire,  qu'il  n'eufl 
jamais  creu,  ou  qu'il  Peuft  voulu  pourfuivre,  ou  qu'il  fe  fut 
joincl  avec  les  Hambletons ;  &  qu'il  refpondit,  qu'il  n'y  avoit 
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bot  to  fee  me,  and  yat  he  wald 
jiouther  accompany  Stewart 
nor  Hammiltoun,  bot  be  my 
commandment.  He  defyrit  that 
he  wald  turn  and  fpeik  with 
him  :  he  refujtt  it. 

The  laird  of  Lufle,  How- 
ftoun,  and  Caldwellis  fone, 
with  XL  hors  or  thairabout, 
came  and  met  me.  The  laird 
of  Lufle  faid,  he  was  char- 
geit  to  ane  day  of  law  be  the 
King's  father,  quhilk  fuld  be 
this  day,  againis  his  avvin 
hand  writ,  quhilk  he  hes ; 
andzit  notwithftanding,  knaw- 
ing  of  my  cumming,  it  is  de- 
layit.  He  was  inquyrit  to 
Cum  to  him,  quhilk  he  re- 
ft fit,  and  fweiris  that  he  will 
indure  nathing  of  him. 

Never  ane  of  that  towne 
came  to  fpeik  to  me,  quhilk 
caufis  me  think  that  thay  ar 
his ;  and  neuertheles  he  fpeikis 
gude,  at  the  leift  his  fone.  I 
ie  na  uther  gentilman  bot  thay 
of  my  company. 

The 


me  videret  neque  cum  Stuartis 
aut  Harmltoniis,  injuifu  meo, 
fe  conjun&urum. 


Lufllus,  Huftonus,  Caldoel- 
lii  fill  us,  comitati  quadraginta 
circiter  equis,  obviam  vene- 
runt.  L  uflius  dixit,  fe  a  Regis 
patre  in  eum  ipfum  diem  ut 
caufam  diceret  accerfitum, 
contra  quam  chirographo 
promififlet  id  chirograph  urn. 
penes  fe  efle  ;  tamen  cum  dc 
meo  adventu  refcitum  elfet, 
diem  prolatum.  Se  accerfitum 
a  Comite,  ire  nolle,  ac  jurat 
fe  nihil  unqtiam  ab  eo  velle. 


Nemo  oppidanorum  me 
convenit,  quse  res  facit  ut  eos 
credam  ab  illo  flare;  prae- 
terea  bene  loquuntur,  faltem 
de  filio.  Nullcs  przeterea  no-r 
biles  video  prater  meos  comi- 
tes. 

Rex 


eu  qu*  une  caufe  de  fon  voyage,  a  f9avoir,  pour  me  voir,  & 
qu'il  ne  fe  conjoindroit  avec  les  Stuarts  &  Hambletons  fans 
jnon  commandement. 

Lufle,  Hufton,  et  le  fib  de  Cauldwellis,  accompagnez  d'en- 
viron  quatre  vingts  chevaux,  vindrent  au  devant  de  moy. 
Lufle  dift,  que  ce  jour  la  mefme  il  eftoit  adjourne  par  le  pere 
du  Roy,  centre  ce  qu'il  avoit  promis  par  fon  feing,  &  que  ce 
feing  eftoit  par  devers  luy  :  mais  que  quand  on  fut  adverty  de 
ma  venue,  que  le  jour  avoit  eite  prolonge.  Et  qu'il  ne  vou- 
loit  aller  par  devers  le  Conte,  qui  1'avoit  appelle  en  jurant, 
qu'il  ne  luy  demanderoit  jamais  rien. 

Nul  des  citoyens  n'eft  venu  a  moy,  qui  faicl  que  je  croy 
qu'ils  font  d'avec  ceftuy  la ;  &  puis  ils  parlcnt  en  bien,  au 
moins  du  fils.  D'avanuge  je  ne  voy  aucuns  de  la  noblefle  outre 
ma  fuite. 
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A    P    P    E    N    D    I    X. 


The  King  fend'for  Joachim 
jeiiteruicht,  and  a&it  at  him, 
quhy  I  lodgeit  not  befyde 
him  ?  and  that  he  vvald  ryfe 
the  foner  gift  that  wer  :  and 
quhairfoir  I  come  r  gif  it  was 
for  gude  appointment  ?  and 
gif  ze  wer  thair  in  particular  ? 
an$  gif  1  had  maid  my  eflait  ? 
gif  I  had  taken  Paris  *  and 
Gilbert  to  wryte  to  me  ?  and 


this. 


I  am  abafchit  qaha  hes  fchawn 
him  fa  far  ;  zea,  he  fpak  evin 
of  ye  marriage  of  Baftiane. 

I  inquyirit  him  of  his  let- 
teris,  quhairintil  he  plenzeit  of 
the  crueltie  of  fum  :  anfwerit, 
that  he  was  aftonjfckit,  and 
that  he  was  fa  glaid  to  fe 
me,  that  he  belevit  to.  die  for 
glaidnefs.  He  fand  greit 
fault  that  I  was  penfive. 

I  departit  to  fupper.     This 

beirer  will  tell  zow  of  my  ar- 

ryuing.     He  prayit  me  to  re- 

turne  :  the  quhilk  I  did.     He 

declarit 


Rex  accerfivit  Joachimum 
heri,  ac  eum  interrogavit,  cur 
non  prope  fe  diverterem  ?  id 
enim  fi  feciflem,  fe  citius  fur- 
redurum  ;  item  cur  veniflem  ? 
an  reconciliationis  caufa?  ac 
nominatim,  an  tu  hie  effes  ? 
an  famillae  catalogum  fecif- 
fem  ?  an  Paridem  &  Gilber- 
tum  accepiffem,  qui  mihi 
fcriberent  ?  an  Jofeph um  di- 
mifiura  efTem  ?  Miror  quis  ei 
tantum  indicarit ;  etiam  ufque 
ad  nuptias  Sebailiam  fermo 
pervenit- 

Ego  eum  de  fuis  'literis  ro- 
gavi,  in  quibus  queflus  erat  de 
quorundam  crudelitate ;  re- 
fpondit,  fe  nonnihil  efTe  atto- 
nitum,meumque  ei  confpe&um 
tarn  jucundum,  ut  putaret  fe 
Istitia  moriturum.  OiFende- 
batur  eo  quod  tarn  cogitabunda 
effem. 

Ego    difceffi    ad     ccenam. 

Qui  has  fert  tibi  de  meo  ad- 

ventu  narrabit.     Rogavit  me 

ut  redirem,  quod  &  feci.     Su- 

um 


Le  Roy  appella  hier  Joachim,  &  Pinterroga,  pourquoy  je 
n'alloye  loger  pres  de  luy  ?  &  que  fi  je  le  faifoye,  il  feroit  pluf- 
toft  remis  fus ;  item  pourquoy  j'efloye  venue  ?  &  fi  c'eftoit  pour 
faire  une  reconciliation  ?  fi  vous  eftiez  icy  ?  &  fi  j'avoye  faicl 
quelque  rolle  demes  domeftiques  ?  fi  j'avois  prins  Paris  &  Gil- 
bert, afin  qu'ils  m^efcriviffent ,?  &  fi  ge  ne  vouloye  pas  licentier 
Jofeph  ?  Or  je  m'eftonne  qui  luy  en  a  tant  declare ;  car  mefme 
il  a  tenu  propos  de  Sebaftian. 

Je  Pay  enquis  de  fes  lettres,  ou  il  s'eftoit  plaint  de  la,cru- 
aute  d'aucuns.  II  refpondit.,  qu'il  efcoit  aucunement  eftonne, 
&  qu'il  fe  trouvoit  fi  joyeux  de  me  voir  qu'il  penfoit  mourir  de 
joye.  Cependant  il  eftoit  ofFenfe  de  ce  que  j  'eftois  ainfi  penfive. 

Je  m'en  allay  foupper.  Celuy  qui  vous  porte  ces  lettres 
yous  fera  entendre  de  ma  veniie.  11  me  pria  de  retourner,  ce 
fay.  II  me  declara  fon  mal,  adjouftant,  qu'il  ne  vou- 

loit; 
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declarit  unto  me  his  feiknes, 
and  that  he  wald  mak  na 
teftament,  bot  only  leif  all 
thing  to  me  :  and  that  I  was 
the  caufe  of  his  maladie,  be- 
caus  of  the  regrait  that  he 
had  that  I  was  ib  ftrange  un- 
to him.  And  thus  he  faid  : 
Ze  afk  me  what  I  mene  be 
the  crueltie  contenit  in  my 
letter  ?  it  is ,  of  zow  alone 
that  will  not  accept  my  of- 
feris  and  repentance.  I  con- 
fes  that  I  haue  failit,  bot  not 
into  that  quhilk  I  ever  deny- 
it;  and  ficklyke  hes  failit  to 
iindrie  of  zour  fubjeclis,  quhilk 
ze  have  forge uin. 

I  am  zoung. 

Ze  will  fay,  that  ze  have 
forgevin  me  oft  tymes,  and 
zit  yat  I  returne  to  my  faul- 
tis.  May  not  ane  man  of  my 
age,  for  lacke  of  counfel,  fall 
twyfe  or  thryfe,  or  inlacke  of 
his  promeis,  and  at  laft  repent 
himfelf,  and  be  chaftifit  be 
experience  ? 


um  mihi  morbum  explicavit, 
feque  nullum  teftamentum 
fa&urum  nifi  ad  unum,  quo4 
omnia  mihi  relinquerct;  me 
autem  fui  morbi  caufam  fuifle, 
quod  molefte  tulifTet  me  tarn 
alieno  erga  fe  animo  fvnrTe.  Ac 
poftea  inquit,  Me  rogas  quid 
fibi  velit  ilia  crudelitas,  cujus 
mentio  eft  in  meis  literis  ? 
ad  te  unam  id  fpeftat,  quae 
meas  pollicitationes  ac  poeni- 
tentiam  recipere  non  vis.  Fa- 
teor  a  me  peccatum  effe,  fed 
non  in  eo  quod  femper  nega- 
vi;  peccavi  etiam  adverfus 
quofdam  civium  tuorum,  quod 
mihi  abs  te  condonatum  eft. 

Ego  fum  adolefcens. 

Ac  tu  dicis,  quod  poft  ve- 
niam  fajpe  abs  te  datam,  ad- 
hue  ad  peccata  redeo.  Non- 
ne  homo,  qua  ego  fum  aetate, 
coniilio  deftitutus,  bis  aut  ter 
labi  poteft,  aut  pollicitis  non 
ftare,  ac  deinde  fui  errati  pcc- 
nitere,  &  rerum  ufu  corrigi  ? 
Quod 


loit  point  faire  de  teftament,  finon  ceftuy  feul,  c'eft  qu'il  me 
laifleroit  tout;  &  que  j'avoye  efte  la  caufe  de  fa  maladie, 
pour  1'ennuy  qu'il  avoit  porte  que  j'eufle  I'affe&ion  tant  e- 
floignee  de  luy.  Et  puis  apres,  Vous  me  demandcz,  dit-il, 
que  veut  dire  cefte  cruaute  dont  je  fay  mention  en  mes  let- 
tres  ?  cela  s'addreiTe  feulement  a  vcus,  qui  ne  voulez  recevoir 
mes  promefles  ny  ma  repentance.  Je  confefle  que  j'ay  gran- 
dement  ofFenfe,  mais  non  en  ce  que  j'ay  tousjours  defnie  ;  j'ay 
aufli  peche  a  I'encontre  d'aucuns  de  vos  citoyens>  ce  que  vous 
m'avez  pardonne. 

Je  fuis  jeune. 

Vous  dites  cependant,  qu'apres  m'avoir  fouvent  pardonne, 
je  retourne  en  femblables  fautes.  Un  homme  de  mefme  age 
que  je  fuis,  &  deftitute  de  confeil,  ne  peut  il  pas  failJir  deux 
ou  trois  fois,  ou  ne  tcnir  pas  quelque  fois  promefie,  &  apres 
fe  rejpentir  de  fa  faute,  en  fe  corrigeant  par  1'ufage  des  occur- 
rences ? 
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experience  ?  Gif  I  may  ob- 
tene  parcloun,  I  proteft  1  fall 
never  make  fault  agane.  And 
I  craif  na  uther  thing,  hot 
yat  we  may  be  at  bed  and 
buird  togidder  as  hufband  and 
wyfe ;  and  gif  ze  will  not  con- 
fent  heirunto,  I  fall  never  ryfe 
out  of  yis  bed.  I  pray  zow, 
tell  me  zour  refolution.  God 
knawis  how  I  am  punifchit  for 
making  my  god  of  zow,  and 
for  hauing  na  uther  thocht  but 
on  zow  j  and  gif  at  ony  tyme 
I  offend  zow,  «ze  ar  the  caus, 
becaus,  quhen  ony  offendis 
me,  gif  for  my  refuge,  I 
micht  playne  unto  zow,  I  wald 
fpeik  it  unto  na  uther  body ; 
bot  quhen  I  heir  ony  thing, 
not  being  familiar  with  zow, 
necefiitie  conftrains  me  to  fceip 
it  in  my  breift ;  and  yet  caufes 
me  to  tynne  my  wit  for  verray 
anger. 

I  anfwerit    ay    unto   him, 

bot  that  wald  be  ovir  lang  to 

wryte  at  length.     I  afkit  quhy 

he 


Quod  fi  veniam  impetrare  po- 
tero,  polliceor  me  nunquam 
pofthac  peccaturum.  Nihil 
autem  aliud  peto,  nifi  ut  com- 
muni  menfa  &  lefto,  tanquam 
conjuges,  utamur :  ad  hzec 
nifi  tu  confentias,  nunquam 
ex  hoc  lefto  refurgam.  Te 
rogo,  ut  mihi  indices  quid 
decreveris.  Novit  autem  De- 
us  quid  poenarum  feram,  quod 
deum  mihi  te  fecerim,  ac  ni- 
hil  aliquid  nifi  te  cogitem : 
quod  fi  quando  te  ofFendo,  tu 
ipfa  in  caufa  es,  nam  cum  ali^ 
quis  me  ofFendit,  fi  id  perfu- 
gium  haberem,  ut  apud  te 
queri  poiTem,  ad  neminem  a- 
lium  querelam  deferrem,  fed 
fi  quid  audio,  nee  te  familia- 
riter  utor,  cogor  id  in  peftore 
claufum  tenere ;  quas  res  ita 
me  angit,  ut  mentem  &  con- 
filium  mihi  prorfus  excutiat. 

Ego   femper  ei   refponde- 

bam,  fed  nimis  longum  effet 

omnia    perfcribere.      Rogavi 

eum 


rences  ?  Que  fi  je  puis  obtenir  pardon,  je  promets  cy  apres  de 
ne  plus  offenfer.  Je  ne  vous  demande  rien  davantage,  finon 
que  nous  ne  faifions  qu'une  table,  et  un  lift,  comme  ceux  qui 
font  mariez  :  a  cela  fi  vouz  ne  confentez,  je  ne  releveray  ja- 
mais  de  ce  lift.  Je  vous  prie,  de  me  faire  entendre  ce  que 
vous  avez  delibeyre  :  car  Dieu  f9ayt  quells  peine  je  porte,  de  ce 
que  j'ay  fait  de  vous  un  dieu,  &  que  je  ne  penfe  a  autre  chofe 
qu'a.  vous:  que  fi  je  vous  offenfe  quelquefois,  vous  en  eftes 
caufe,  veu  que  quand  on  m'offenfe,  fi  j'avoye.  ce  refuge,  que  je 
me  peuiTe  plaindre  vers  vous,  je  ne  feroie  ma  complainte  a 
autre;  mais  fi  j'entend  quelque  chofe,  &  que  je  n'aye  familia- 
rite  avec  vous,  je  fuis  contraint  de  la  retenir  clofe  en  mon 
coeur;  ce  qui  me  tourmente  tellement,  qu'il  m'ofte  du  tout 
1'entendement  &  le  confeil. 

Je  luy  refpondoye  tousjours,    mais  il  feroit  long  de  tout 
efcrire.     Je  luy  ay  demande,  pourquoy  il  deliberoit  s'en  aller 

en 
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he  wald  pafs  away  in  ye 
Inglis  (chip.  He  denyis  it, 
and  fweiris  thairunto ;  hot  he 
grands  that  he  fpak  with  ye 
men.  Efter  this  I  inquyrit 
him  of  the  inquifition  of  Hie- 
gait.  He  denyit  the  fame, 
quhil  I  fchew  him  the  verray 
wordis  was  fpokin.  At  quhilk 
tyme  he  faid,  that  Mynto  had 
advertifit  him,  that  it  was 
laid,  that  fome  of  the  coun- 
fell  had  brought  an  letter  to 
me  to  be  fubfcrivit  to  put  him 
in  prefoun,  and  to  flay  him 
gif  he  made  refinance.  And 
he  a/kit  the  fame  at  Mynto 
himfelf :  quha  anfvverit,  that 
he  bekvit  the  fame  to  be 
trew.  The  morne  I  will  fpeik 
to  him  upon  this  point.  As 
to  the  reft  of  Willie  Hiegait's, 
he  confeffit  it,  bot  it  was  ye 
morne  efter  my  curnming  or 
he  did  it. 

He  wald  verray  fane  that 
I  fuld  Judge  in  his  ludgeing. 
I  refufit  it,  and  faid  to  him, 
that  he  behovit  to  be  purgeit, 
and  that  culd  not  be  done 
heir.  He  faid  to  me,  I  heir 
fay 


eum  cur  difceflum  adornare 
in  ifta  nave  Anglica.  Ille  id 
pernegat,  adjefto  etiam  jura- 
mento ;  fed  confefTus  eft  fe 
cum  Anglis  colloquutum. 
Poftea  rogavi  eum  de  qusefti- 
one  Gulielmi  Hiegait.  Id 
quoque  negavit,  donee  ipfa 
verba  quse  prolata  erant,  ei 
detulifTem.  Turn  dixit  fe  cer- 
tiorem  a  Minto  faclum  dici 
quendam  e  concilio  literas  de 
fe  mittendo  in  carcerem,  ac, 
nifi  pateret,  occidendo,  ad 
me  detuliffe  ut'  fubfcriberem ; 
ac  fe  idem  ex  ipfo  Minto  quas- 
fiffe ;  eumque  refpondifTe,  fibi 
verum  videri.  De  hoc  capite 
eum  eras  conveniam.  Quod 
ad  reliqua  de  Guliemo  Hie- 
gait, ea  confefTus  eft ;  nee  id 
nifi  poftridie  quam  veneram. 


Magnopere  cupiebat  ut  e- 

fo  in  ejus  hofpitio  apud  eum 
iverterem.    Ego  recufavi,  ac 
dixi  ei  opus  eiTe  purgatione, 
nee  id  hie  fieri  pofTe.     Dixit 
fe  accepifTe  quod  lecYicam  me- 
cum 


en  ce  navire  Anglois.  Ce  qu'il  nia,  voire  avec  jurement;  mais  il 
a  confelTe  avoir  parle  avec  les  Anglois.  Apres  je  Pay  enquies 
touchant  la  difpute  de  Guillaume  Hiegait.  Ce  qu'il  a  auffi  defnie, 
jufques  a  ce  que  je  luy  ay  rapporte  les  mefmes  paroles  qu'il  avoit 
proferees.  Alors  il  dit,  qu'il  eftoit  adverty  par  Minto,  qu'on 
difoit,  qu'un  du  confeil  m'avoit  apporte  des  lettres,  afin  de  les 
figner,  pour  le  faire  mettre  en  priibn,  voire,  s'il  n'obei'ffoit  pour 
le  tuer.  Et  qu'il  enquift  le  iemblable  de  Minto,  qui  refpondit, 
que  cela  luy  fembloit  vray .  De  ce  chef  je  luy  en  parleray  demain. 
Quant  au  refte,  touchant  Guillaume  Hiegait,  il  1'a  confefTe, 
maie  non  jufques  au  jour  d'apres  mon  arrivee. 

II  defiroit  fort  que  j'allafle  loger  en  fon  hoftel ;   ce  que  j'ay 
refufe,  luy  difant,  qu'il  avoit  befoin  de  purgation,  &  que  ccla 


ne 


APPENDIX. 


I. 


fay  ze  have  brocht  ane  lytter 
with  zow ;  bot  I  had  rather 
have  pafiit  with  zow.  I 
trow  he  belevit  that  I  wald 
have  fend  him  away  prefo- 
ner.  I  anfwerit,  that  I  wald 
tak  him  with  me  to  Cragmil- 
lar,  quhair  the  mediciner  and 
I  micht  help  him,  and  not  be 
far  from  my  fone.  He  an- 
fwerit, that  he  was  reddy 
when  I  pleiiit,  fa  I  wald  affure 
him  of  his  requeift. 

He  defyres  rra  body  to  fe 
him.  He  is  angry  quhen  I 
fpeik  of  Walcar,  and  fayis, 
that  he  fall  pluk  the  eiris  out 
of  his  heid,  and  that  he  leis : 
For  I  inquyrit  him  upon  that, 
and  yat  he  was  angrie  with 
fum  of  the  Lordis,  and  wald 
threitten  thame.  He  denyis 
that,  and  fayis  he  luifis  thame 
all,  and  prayis  me  to  give 
traift  to  nathing  againis  him. 
As  to  me,  he  wald  rather 
give  his  lyfe  or  he  did  ony 
difpleafure  to  me. 

And 


cum  attuliftem ;  fe  vero  ma- 
luiffe  mecum  una  proficifci. 
Credebat,  opinor,  quod  in 
carcerem  eum  aliquo  aman- 
datura  effem.  Ego  refpondi, 
quod  duftura  mecum  effem  ad 
Craigmillarium,  ubi  et  medici 
&  ego  poflemus  ei  adeffe,  ne- 
que  longe  a  meo  filio  abeffe. 
llle  refpondit,  fe,  ubi  vellem, 
paratum  effe,  mcdo  de  eo  quod 
peteret  fecurum  fe  facerem. 

Cupiebat  ne  a  quoquam 
confpiceretur.  Irafcitur  quo- 
ties  ei  mentionem  Walcarii 
facio,  ac  fe,  dicit,  aures  ei  e 
capite  avulfurum,  ac  mentiri 
eum  ait ;  nam  de  hac  re  eum 
interrogaram,  ac  de  eo  quod 
iratus  effet  quibufdam  proce- 
rum,  atque  eis  minaretur.  Id 
negat,  &  ait  omnes  fibi  cha- 
ros  eife,  ac  me  rogat  ne  quid 
fecus  de  fe  crederem.  Quod 
ad  me  attinet,  fe  malle  de  vita 
difcedere,  quam  quicquam 
committere  quod  me  offende- 
ret. 

Ac 


ne  fe  pouvoit  faire.  II  adjoufta,  qu'il  avoit  entendu  que  j'a- 
voye  amene  une  litiere,  &  qu'il  euil  mieux  ayme  aller  enfem- 
ble  avec  moy.  J'eftime  qu'il  penfoit  que  je  le  voulufie  en- 
voyer  prifonnier  quelque  part.  Je  refpondy,  que  je  le  mene- 
roye  avec  moy  a  Craigmillar,  afin  que  la  les  medecins  &  moy 
le  peuffions  fecourir,  &  que  je  ne  m'eiloignaffe  de  mon  fils.  II 
refpondit,  qu'il  eftoit  preft  d 'aller  ou  je  voudroye,  pourveu 
que  je  le  rendiffe  certain  dc  ce  qu'il  m'avoit  requis. 

^11  defirpit  de  n'eilre  veu  de  performe.  II  fe  fafche  toutes  les 
fois  que  je  luy  parle  de  Walcar,  &  dit,  qu'il  luy  arrachera  les 
oreilles  de  la  tefte,  &  qu'il  a  menty  :  car  je  1'avoye  interroge 
de  cela,  &  de  ce  qu'il  s'eftoit  courrouce  centre  aucuns  des  feig- 
reurs,  &  les  avoit  menalTez.  Ce  qu'il  nie,  &  dit  qu'il  les  ayme 
tous,  &  me  prie  que  je  ne  croye  point  autrement  de  luy  :  & 
quant  a  ce  qui  me  touche,  qa'il  aymeroit  mieux  mourir,  que  de 
taire  chofe  qui  me  peuil  offenfer. 

Or 
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And  efter  yis  he  fchew  me 
of  fa  mony  lytil  flattereis,  fa 
cauldy  and  fa  wyfely,  that 
EC  will  abafche  thairat.  I 
had  almaift  forzet  that  he 
faid  he  cald  not  dout  of  me 
in  vis  purpois  of  Hiegaite's; 
for  he  wald  never  belief  yat 
I,  quha  was  his  proper  flefche, 
Wald  do  him  ony  evil;  alf- 
weill  it  was  fchavvin  that  I 
refufit  to  fubfcrive  the  fame : 
But  as  to  ony  utberis  that 
wald  perfevv  him,  at  leift  he 
fuld  fell  his  lyfe  deir  aneuch  ; 
bot  he  fufpe&it  na  body,  nor 
zit  wald  not ;  but  wald  lufe 
all  that  I  lufit. 

He  wald  not  let  me  de- 
part from  him,  bot  defyrit 
yat  I  fuld  walk  with  him .  I 
mak  it  feme  that  I  believe 
that  all  is  trew,  and  takis 
heid  thairto,  and  excufit  my 
felf  for  this  nicht  that  I  culd 
not  walk.  He  fayis,  that  he 
fleipis  not  well.  Ze  faw  him 
never  better,  nor  fpeik  mair 
humbler.  And  gif  I  had  not 
ane 


Ac  poftea  tantum  minuta- 
rum  adulationum  tam  mode- 
rate ac  tam  prudcnter  mifoi 
eftudit,  ut  tibi  res  adniiratio- 
ni  fit  futura.  Pene  oblita  e- 
ram  quod  dixit  in  hoc  nego- 
tio  Hiegait  non  pofle  de  me 
quicquam  fufpicari ;  fe  enira 
nunquam  credituram,  quod 
ego,  quas  propria  ejas  caro 
effem,  qukquam  mali  ei  face- 
rem.  Edam  fe  recilTe,  quod 
ego  ei  rei  fubfcribere  recufaf- 
fem  :  quod  fi  qnis  fuam  vitam 
peteret,  fa&urum  ut  fatis  ma- 
gno  ei  conftaret ;  fed  fibi  ne- 
minem  nee  fufpeclom  efle, 
nee  futurum ;  fed  fe  omnes  di- 
lefturum  quos  ego  diligerem. 

Nolebar  pennittere  ut  a  fe 
difcederem,  fed  cupiebat  ut 
una  fecum  vigilarcm.  Ego  fi- 
mulabam  ,omnia  videri  vera, 
ac  mihi  curas  effe,,  atque  ex- 
cufavi  quod  ilia  node  vigila- 
re  non  pbfTem.  Ait  fe  non 
bene  dormire :  nunquam  vidi 
eum  melius  habere,  aut  loqui 
humilius ,  Ac  nifi  experimen- 
to  didiciflem,  quam  eflet  ejus 
cor 


Or  apres  il  m'a  ufe  de  tant  de  petites  fiaterres,  avec  t-1 
poids  &  difcretion,  que  vous  en  feriex  eilonne.  J'avoye,  pen 
s'en  faut,  oublie  ce  qu'il  dit  fur  le  fait  de  Hiegait ;  qu*il  nc 
peut  rien  foupconner  de  moy,  &  qu'il  ne  croira  jamais  que 
moy,  qui  fuis  fa  propre  chair,  luy  fafle  aucun  defplaifir ;  &  qu'il 
fcavoit  bien,  que  j'avoye  rcfufe  de  foufcrirea  cela.  Que  fi  qnel- 
qu'un  cherchoit  a  luy  ofter  la  vie,  qu'ii  feroit  enforte  qu'elleluy 
feroit  cherement  vendiie  ;  mais  que  hul  ne  luy  eftoit,  ou  feroit 
fufpecl ;  ains  qu'il  ay meroit  tous  ceux  que  j'aymoye. 

II  ne  vouloit  point  pcrmettre  que  m'en  allafle,  mais  defi- 
roit  que  je  veillafie  avec  luy  :  &  je  faignoye  que  tout  cela  me 
fembloit  vray,  &  que  je  m'en  foucioye  beaucoup,  &  en  m'ex- 
cufant,  que  je  ne  pouvoye  veiller  pour  cefte  nui6l  la  ;  il  dit, 
qu*il  ne  pouvoit  bien  dormir.  Je  ne  l*ay  jamais  vcu  mieux 
porter,  ne  parler  fi  doucement;  &  fi  je  n'eufie  appris  par-1'erf- 

pericnce, 
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ane  prufe  of  his  hart  of  waxe, 
and  yat  mine  wer  not  of  ane 
dyamont,  quhairintill  na  fchot 
can  mak  brek,  hot  that  quhilk 
cummis  furth  of  zour  hand,  I 
wald  have  almaift  had  pietie 
of  him.  Bot  feir  not,  the 
place  fall  hald  unto  the  deith. 
Remember,  in  recompence 
thairof,  that  ze  fuffer  not 
zouris  to  be  wyn  be  that  fals 
race  that  will  travel  na  les 
with  zow  for  the  fame. 

I  beleve  thay  have  bene  at 
fchuillis  togidder.  He  hes  e- 
ver  the  teir  in  his  eye  ;  he  fa- 
lutes  every  body,  zea,  unto 
the  leift,  and  makis  pieteous 
careffing  unto  thame,  to  mak 
thame  have  pietie  on  him. 
This  day  his  father  bled  at 
the  mouth  and  nofe  ;  ges 
quhat  prefage  that  is.  I  have 
not  zit  fene  him,  he  keipis  his 
chalmer.  The  King  defyris 
that  I  fuld  give  him  me  it  with 
my  awin  handis ;  bot  gifna 
ipair  traift  quhair  ze  ar,  than 
I  fall  do  heir. 

This 


cor  cereum,  meum  adaman- 
tinum,  &  quale  nullum  telum 
penetrare  poflet,  nifi  quod  e 
tua  manu  veniat,  prope  erat, 
ut  ejus  miferta  fuiflem  :  fed 
ne  time,  praefidium  ad  mor- 
tem ufque  cuftodietur.  Tu 
vide  ne  tuum  capi  fmas  a 
gente  ilia  perfida,  qus  non 
minore  contentione  tecum  de 
hoc  ipfo  aget. 


Arbitror  in  eadem  fchola 
do&os  fuiife.  Jfte  femper  in 
oculis  habet  lacrymam ;  falu- 
tat  omnes,  etiam  ufque  ad  m- 
fimos,  &  miferis  modis  eos 
ambit,  ut  ad  fui  mifericordi- 
am  eos  perducat.  Hodie  pa- 
tri  ejus  fanguis  e  naribus  & 
ore  fluxit ;  tu  conjice  quale 
id  fit  prsefagium.  Nondum  e- 
um  vidi,  continet  enim  fe  in 
cubic ulo.  Rex  pofcit  ut  meis 
manibus  fibi  tradam  cibum; 
fed  tu  nihilo  magis  iftic  frs 
crediturus,  quam  ego  hie  ero. 

Hsec 


perience,  combien  il  avoit  le  cceur  mol  comme  cire,  &  le  mien 
eitre  dur  comme  diamant,  &  lequel  nul  trait  ne  pouvoit  percer, 
finon  defcoche  de  voftre  main,  peu  s'en  euft  fallu  que  je  n'eufle 
eu  pitie  de  luy.  Toutesfois  ne  craignez  point,  cefle  forterefle 
fera  conferee  jufques  a  la  mort :  mais  vous  regardcz  que  ne 
laifiiez  furprendre  la  voftre,  par  cefte  nation  infidele,  qui  avec 
non  moindre  opiniaftrete  debatra  le  mefme  avec  vous. 

J'eftime  qu'ils  ont  efte  enfeignez  en  mefme  efcole.  Ceftui- 
cy  a  tousjours  la  larme  a  Pceil ;  il  faliie  tout  le  monde,  voire 
jufques  au  plus  petits,  &  les  flate  d'une  fa9on  pitoyable,  afin 
qu'il  les  ameine  jufques  a  avoir  compaffion  de  luy.  Aujourd'- 
huy  le  fang  eft  forty  du  nez  &  de  la  bouche  a  fon  pere ;  vous 
done  devinez  maintenant  quel  eft  ce  prefage.  Je  ne  Pay 
point  encor  veu,  car  il  fe  tient  en  fa  chambre.  Le  Roy  me 
requiert  que  je  luy  donne  a  manger  de  mes  mains ;  or  vous 
fc'en  croycz  pas  par  dela  rien  d'av antage,  pendant  que  je  fuis  icy. 

Voyla 
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This  is  my  firft  jornay  :  I 
fall  end  ye  lame  ye  morne. 
I  wryte  all  tjhingis,  hpwbeit 
thay  be  of  lytill  vvecht,  to 
the  end  that  ze  may  tak  the 
beft  of  all  to  judge  upon.  I 
am  in  doing  of  ane  work  heir 
that  I  hait  greitly.  Have  ze 
not  defyre  to  lauch  to  fe  me 
He  fa  weill,  at  ye  leiit  to  dif- 
fembil  fa  weill,  and  to  tell 
him  treuth  betnuix  bandis  ? 
He  fchav/it  me  almaift  all  yat 
is  in  the  name  of  the  Bifchop 
and  Sudderland ;  and  zit  I 
have  never  twichit  ane  word 
of  that  ze  fchawit  me  ;  bot 
altanerly  be  force,  flattering, 
and  to  pray  him  to  affure 
himfelf  of  me.  And  be  plein- 
zeing  on  the  bifchop,  I  have 
drawin  it  all  out  of  him.  Ze 
have  hard  the  reft. 

We  ar  couplit  with  two 
fals  races  ;  the  dt<vil  finder 
us,  and  God  knit  us  togidder 
for  ever,  for  the  maifl:  faith- 
ful 


Hcec  eft  mea  prlmi  Jiel  ex- 
peditio,  eandem  eras  finiam. 
Omnia  fcribo,  etfi  non  funt 
magni  pondcris,  ut  tu  optima 
feligendo  judicium  facias.  E- 
go  in  negotio  mihi  maxime 
ingrato  vcrfor.  Nunquid  fub- 
it  cupiditas  ridendi;  videndo 
me  tarn  bene  mentiri,  faltem 
difiimulare  tarn  bene,  ac  inte- 
rim vera  dicere  ?  Omnia  mi- 
hi  aperuit  fub  nominibus  E- 
pifcopi  &  Sutherlandi;  nee 
tamen  adhuc  collocuta  fum, 
aut  verbo  attigi,  quicquam 
eorum  qua;  tu  mihi  declarafti ; 
fed  tantum  vi  adulationum  & 
precum  ago,  ut  a  me  fit 
fecuriis ;  &  conquerendo  de 
Epifcopo,  omnia  de  eo  ex- 
piicata  fum  :  cetera  auditti. 


Nos   fum  us   conjun&i  cum 

duobus  infidis  hominum  gene- 

ribus  j   diabolus  nos  fejungat, 

ac    nos    conjungat    Deus    in 

perpetuum, 


Voyla  ce  que  j'ay  dsfpeche  pour  mon  premier  jour t  efperant 
acnever  demain  le  relte.  Je  vous  efcry  toutes  chofes,  encor 
qu'elles  foient  de  peu  d'importancc,  afin  qu'en  eflifant  les 
meiileurs,  vous  en  faflics  jugement.  Jc  fuis  occupee  en  une 
affaire  qui  m'eft  infiniement  defagreable.  Ne  vous  prent-il  pas 
envie  de  rire  de  me  voir  anfi  bien  mentir,  au  moms  de  fi  bien 
diiiimuler  en  difant  verite  ?  II  m'a  tout  defcouvert  foubs  le 
nom  de  1'Evefque  &  ds  Sutherland}  et  toutesfois  jc  ne  luy  ay 
encor  parle,  ny  dit  un  feul  mot,  de  cc  que  vous  m'avez  de- 
clare ;  ains  feulement  je  le  pourfuy  par  force  de  flateries  & 
prieres,  afin  qu'il  s'afTeure  de  moy.  Et  me  plaignant  ds 
1'Evcfque  j'ay  fceu  toutes  chofes  de  luy,  &  entendu  Is  reite. 

Nous  fommes  conjoints  avec  deux  efpeces  d'hommes  infide- 
les  ;  le  diable  nous  vueilley^/>fl/vr,  &  que  Dieu  nous  coKJoingne 
ajamais,  ace  que  foyons  deux  perfonnes  tres-fideles,  fi  jamais 
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jjl  cou-pil  that  ever  he  umtiv. 
This  is  my  faith,  I  will  die 
in  it. 

Excufe  I  wryte  evil>  ze  may 
ges  ye  half  of  it :  bot  I  can- 
not  mend  it,  becaus  I  am  not 
weil  at  eis ;  and  zit  verray 
glaid  to  wryte  unto  zow 
quhen  the  reft  are  fleipand, 
fen  I  cannot  fleip  as  thay  do, 
and  as  I  wald  deiyre,  that  is,- 
jn  zour  armes,  my  deir  lufe, 
^uhome  I  pray  God  to  pre- 
fer ve  from  all  evil,  and  lend 
zow  repois.  I  am  gangand 
to  feik  myne  till  ye  morne, 
<!juhen  I  fall  end  my  by  bill: 
bot  I  am  fafchit  that  it  flop- 
pis  me  to  wryte  newis  of  my- 
felf  unto  zow,  becaus  it  is  fa 
lang.  Advertife  me  quhat 
ze  have  deliberat  to  do  in  the 
mater  ze  knaw  upon  this 
point,  to  ye  end  that  we  may 
underftand  utheris  weil,  that 
nathing  thairthrow  be/j>///. 

I 


perpetuum,  ut  fimus  ndiffimum 
par  quod  unquam  junclum  eft. 
Hasc  mea  fides  eft,  in  ea  volx> 
mori. 

Excufa  quod  male  pingam, 
dimidium  te  oportet  divinare  : 
fed  ego  ei  rei  mederi  non  pof- 
fum,  non  enim  optime  valeo; 
£  tarn  en  magna  fruor  laetitia. 
fcribendo  ad  te  cum  alii  dor- 
miunt ;  quando  ego  dormire 
non  poffum,  ut  illi  faciunt, 
nee  ut  ego  vellem,  hoc  eft, 
in  tuo  complexu,  mi  care  a- 
mice,  a  quo  precor  Deum  ut 
omnia  mala  avertat,  &  quie- 
tem  mittat.  Ego  eo  ut  meam 
quietem  inveniam  in  crafti- 
num,  ut  turn  mea  billia  fini- 
am;  fed  angor  quod  ea  me 
a  fcribendo  de  meipfa  ad  te 
impediat,  quia  tarn  diu  eft. 
Fac  me  certiorem  quid,  de  re 
quam  nofti,  decreveris,  ut  al- 
ter alterum  intelligamus,  ne 
quid  ob  id  fecus  fiat. 

Ego 


autres  ont  efte  conjoin tes  enfemble.    Voila  may  foy,  &  veux 
jnourir  en  icelle. 

Excufez  moy  que  j'efcry  mal,  il  faudra  que  vous  en  devi- 
niez  la  moytie :  mais  je  ne  puis  remedier  a  cela,  car  je  ne 
fuis  pas  a  mon  aife  ;  &  neantmoins  j'ay  une  grande  joye  en 
vous  efcrivant  pendant  que  les  autres  dorment,  puis  que  de  ma 
part  je  ne  puis  dormir  comme  eux,  ny  ainfi  que  je  voudroye, 
c'eft  a  dire,  entre  les  bras  de  mon  tre»  cher  amy,  du  quel, 
je  prie  Dieu,  qii'il  vueille  deftourner  tout  mal,  &  luy  donner 
bon  faeces  :  je  m'en  vay  pour  trouver  mon  repos  jufques  ail 
lendemain,  afin  que  je  finifle  icy  ma  bible ;  mais  je  fuis  fa- 
chee  que  ce  repos  m'empefche  de  vous  efcrire  de  mon  fait; 
par  ce  qu'il  dure  tant.  Fakes  moy  f9avoir  ce  que  vous  avez 
delibere  de  faire  touchant  ce  que  ffavez,  afin  que  nous  nous 
cntendions  Pun  1'aufre,  &  que  rien  ne  fe  falfe  autrtment. 
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I  am  irkif-y  and  ganging  to 
fleip,  and  zit  I  ceafe  not  to 
fcrible  all  this  paper  in  fa 
ineikle  as  reftis  thairof.  Wa- 
ryit  mot  this  pockifche  man 
be  that  caufes  me  haif  fa 
meikle  pane ;  for  without  him 
I  fuld  have  an  far  plefander 
fubjecT:  to  difcourfe  upon. 
He  is  not  over  meikle  de- 
formit,  zit  he  hes  reflavit 
verray  meikle.  He  hes  al- 
maift  flane  me  with  his  breath ; 
it  is  worfe  than  zour  uncle1  s ; 
and  zit  I  cum  na  neirer  unto 
him,  bot  in  ane  ehyre  at  the 
bed  feit,  and  he  being  at  the 
uther  end  thairof. 

The  meflage  of  the  father 
in  the  gait. 

The  purpois  of  Schir  James 
Hamilton. 

Of  that  the  laird  of  LufTe 
fchawit  me  of  the  delay. 

Of  the  demandis  that  he 
aflcit  at  Joachim* 

Of  my  eftait. 

Of 


Ego  nudata  fum,  ac  dor- 
mitum  eo,  nee  tamen  me 
contihere  pofTum,  quo  minus 
quod  reftat  chartae  deformi- 
ler  confcriberem.  Male  fit 
ifti  variolate,  qui  me  tot  la- 
boribus  exercet ;  nam  abfque 
eo  eflet  ut  materiam  multo 
elegantiorem  ad  differendum 
haberem.  Non  magnopere 
deformatus  eft,  multum  tamen 
accepit.  Pene  me  fuo  ene- 
cavit  anhelitu ;  eft  enim  gra- 
vior  quam  tin  propinqui  ;  & 
tamen  non  accedo  propius  ad 
eum,  fed  in  cathedra  fedeo 
ad  pedes  ejus,  cum  ipfe  in  re- 
motiffima  lecti  parte  fit. 

Nuncius  patris  in  itinere. 

Sermo  B.  Jacobi  Hamil- 
tonii. 

De  eo  quod  Luffte  comar- 
cJyus  mihi  retulit  de  dilatione. 

De  quibus  interrogavit  Jo- 
achimum. 

De  ordinatione  famili^. 


Je  fuis  toute  niie>  &  m'en  vay  coueher;  &  neantmoins  je 
ne  me  puis  tenir,  que  je  ne  barbouille  encor  bien  mal  ce  qui 
me  refte  de  papier.  Maudit  foit  ee  tavele,  qui  me  donne  tant 
de  travaux ;  car  fans  lui  j'avoye  matiere  plus  belle  pour  dif- 
courir.  II  n'a  pas  efte  beaucoup  rendu  diforme,  toutesfois  il 
en  a  pris  beaucoup.  11  m'a  quafi  tuee  de  fon  halene,  car 
tile  eft  plus  forte  que  celle  de  voftfe  parent ;  &  neanmoins 
je  n'approche  pas  pres  de  luy  ;  mais  je  m'afTieds  en  une  chaire 
£  fes  pieds,  luy  eftant  en  la  partie  du  lid  plus  efloignee. 

Du  meftager  du  pere  fur  le  chemin. 

Du  dire  du  Sicuf  Jacques  Hambleton; 

De  ce  que  le prtvoft  de  Lufle  m'a  rapporte  touchant  le  re* 
tardement. 

De  ce  qu'il  s'eft  enquis  a  Joachim, 

Du  reglement  de  la  famile. 
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Of  my  company. 

Of    the    occafioun  of 


my 


cumming. 

And  of  Jofeph. 
r  Item,  The  purpois  that  he 
and  I  had  togidder. 

Of  the  defyre  that  he  hes 
to  pleis  me,  and  of  his  repent- 
ance. 

Of  the  interpretatioun  of 
his  letter. 

Of  Willie  Hiegait's  matter ; 
of  his  departing. 

Of  Monfmre  de  Leving- 
floun. 

I  had  almaift  forzet,  that 
Monfiure  de  Levingftoun  faid 
in  the  Lady.  Reres  eir  at  fup- 
pef,  that  he  vvald  drink  to  ye 
folk  yat  I.wift  of,  gif  I  wald 
pledge  thame.  And  efter  fup- 
per  he  faid  to  me,  quhen  I 
ivas  l^nand  upon  him  warm- 
ing me  at  the  fyre,  Ze  have 
fair  going  to  fee  felk  folk,  zit 
ze  cannot  be  fa  weicum  to 
thame  as  ze  left  fum  body  this 
day 


De  meo  cdmitatu. 

De  caufa  mei  adventus. 

De  Jofepho. 

Item,  De  fermone  inter  me 
&  ilium. 

De  ejus  voluntate  placendi 
mihi,  Sc  de  ejus  pcenitentia. 

De  interpretatione  fuarum 
literarum, 

De  negotio  Gulielmi  Hie- 
gait,  &  de  fuo  difceflu. 

De  Domino  de  Levifton. 

Pene  oblita  eram,  quod  Do- 
minus  Leviftonius  D.  Rerefi^ 
dixit  in  aurem,  dum  ccenaret, 
quod  prsbiberet  eis  quos  nof- 
fem,  ea  lege  ut  ego  rebibc- 
rem  eorum  nomine.  Ac  poll 
ccenam  dixit  mihi,  dum  ad 
ignem  calefiebam  cum  ei  inni- 
tercr,  Bella,  intuit,  bitjufnio- 
di  bcminum  <vijitatio  ;  non  ta- 
rn en  tanta  e  tuo  acceflu  poteft 
cis  effe  Isetitia,  quanta  in  mo- 
leftia 


DC  ma  fuite. 

De  la  caufe  de  mon  arrivee. 

De  Jofeph. 

Item,  Du  devis  d'entre  moy  &  luy. 

De  la  volonte  qu'il  a  de  me  complaire,  &  de  fa  repentance. 

De  1'interpretation  de  fes  lettres. 

Du  fait  de  Guillaume  Hiegait,  &  de  fon  depart. 

Du  Sieur  de  Levingiloun. 

Peu  s'en  farut  que  je  n'aye  oublie,  comme  le  Sieur  de  Levin- 
iloun  a  dit  a  1'oreille  en  foupant  a  Madamoifelle  Reres,  qu'elle 
beut  a  ceux  qu'elle  cognoi/Toit,  foubs  condition  que  je  le  plei- 
geroye  en  leur  mon.  Et  apres  fouper  il  me  dit,  comme  je 
me~chaufi"oye  aupres.du  feu,  eilant  appuyee  fur  fon  efpaule, 
Voyla  line  belle  <vifitation  dc  lelles  gens  ;  mais  toutesfois  la  joye 
de  noitre  venue  ne  leur  peut  eitre  ii  grande,  combien  eft  la 

facherie, 


N°I.  '      A    P    P    E 

day  in  regrait,  that  will  ne- 
ver be  blyth  quhill  he  fe  zovv 
.agane..  I  afkit  at  him  quha 
that  was.  With  that  he  thri- 
ftit  my  body,  and  faid,  that 
fum  of  his  folkis  had  fene 
sow  in  fafcherie  :  ze  may  ges 
at  the  reft. 

I  wrocht  this  day  quhill  it 
was  twa  houris  upon  thLs  bra- 
celet, for  to  put  the  key  of 
it  within  the  lock  thairof, 
quhilk  is  couplit  underneth 
with  twa  cordounis.  I  have 
had  fa  lytill  time  that  it  is 
evill  maid ;  but  I  fall  mak  ane 
fairer.  In  the  meane  tyme 
tak  heid  that  nane  that  is 
heir  fe  it,  for  all  the  warld 
will  knaw  it,  becaus  for  haift  it 
was  maid  in  yair  prefence. 

I  am  now  paffand  to  my 
fafcheous  purpois.  Ze  gar  me 
diflemble  fa  far,  that  I  haif 
horring  thairat ;  and  ye  caus 
jne  do  almaift  the  office  of  a 
traitores.  Remember  how  gif 
it 
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leftia  quidara  hodic  relifius 
eft,  qui  mmquam  ketus  crit, 
donee  te  iterum  videbit.  Ego 
xle  eo  qureiivi  quifnam  is  efiet. 
Ille  arctius  corpus  meum  com- 
primens  refpondit,  unuseorum 
qui  tc  reliquerunt :  tu  quis  fit 
divinare  potes. 

Ego  hodie  elaboravi  ufaue 
ad  horam  fecundam  in  hac 
armilla,  ut  clavem  ioclude- 
rem,  qua?  fubtus  annexa  eft 
ducbus  funiculis  ;  male  au- 
tem  facia  eft  ob  temporis  an- 
guftian,  fed  faciam  pulchrio- 
rem.  Interim  pro/pice,  ne 
quifquam  eorum  qui  hie  funt 
videat,  quia  omnes  mortales 
earn  agnoicent,  tanta  feftina- 
tione  in  omnium  oculis  facia 
eft. 

Nunc  proficifcor  ad  inftitu- 
tum  meum  odiofum.  Tu  me 
adeodiiliraularecogis,  utetiam 
ipfa  horream  ;  ac  tantum  noa 
proditricis  partes  me  age- 
re  cogis.  Illud  reminifcere, 
quod 


facherie  a  celuy  qui  a  efte  delaiffe  feul  aujourd'huy,  &  qui  ne 
fera  jamais  joyeux,  jufques  a.  ce  qu'il  vous  ayt  veue.  Dere- 
chef  je  luy  demanday  qui  eftoit  ceftuy  la  :  luy  m'ernbraflant 
plus  eftroitement  me  refpondit,  c'eft  Pun  de  ceux  qui  vous  ont 
laiffee.  Vous  pouvcz  deviner  qui  eft  ceftuy-la. 

J'ay  aujourd'huy  travaillc  jufques  a  deux  heures  en  ce  braf- 
felet,  pour  y  enfermer  la  clef,  qui  eft  joints  au  bas  avec  deux 
petites  cordes.  II  eft  mal  fait,  a  caufe  du  peu  dc  temps  qu'on 
a  eu  ;  mais  j'en  feray  un  plus  beau.  Cependant  advifez  que  per- 
fonne  de  ceux  qui  font  icy  ne  le  voye,  car  tout  le  monde  le  cog> 
noift,  tantil  a  efte  fait  a  la  halle  devant  les  yeux  de  chacun. 

Maintenant  je  vien  a  ma  deliberation  odieufe.      Vous  m$ 

contraignez  de  tellement  diflimuler,  que  j'tn  ay  horreur,  veu 

que  vous  me  forcez  de  ne  Boiler  pas  fculement  le  perfonnagc 

d'une  trahiftrefle.     Qu'il  vous  fouvienne,  que  £  PairFe&ion  de 
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\t  wer  not  to  obey  zow,  I  had 
rather  be  deid  or  I  did  it ;  my 
hart  bleidis  at  it.  Surnma,  he 
will  not  cum  with  me,  except 
upon  conditioun  that  I  will 
promeis  to  him,  that  I  fall  be 
at  bed  and  buird  with  him  as 
of  befoir,  and  that  I  fall  leif 
him  na  after  :  And  doing  this 
upon  my  word,  he  will  do  all 
thingis  that  I  pleis,  and  cum 
with  me.  But  he  has  prayit 
me  to  remane  upon  him  quhil 
Vther  morne. 

He  fpake  verray  bravely  at 
ye  beginning,  as  yis  beirer 
will  fchaw  zow,  upon  the 
purpois  of  the  Inglifmenj  and 
of  his  departing  :  Bot  in  ye 
end  he  returnit  agane  to  his 
jiumilitie. 

He  fchawit,  amangis  uther 
purpofis,  yat  he  knew  weill 
aneuch  that  my  brother  had 
fchawn  me  yat  thing,  quhillc 
he  had  fpokin  in  Striviling; 
of  the  quhilk  de  denyis  ye 


quod  nift  tibi  obfcquendi  defi- 
derium  me  cogcret,  mallem 
mori,  quarn  hsec  cpmmitte- 
re  ;  cor  enim  mihi  ad  hacc 
fanguinem  fundit.  Breviter, 
negat  fe  mecum  venturum, 
mfi  ea  lege,  ut  ei  pollicear  me 
cornmuni  cum  eo  menfa  & 
thoro  ufuram  velut  antea,  ac 
ne  f&ptus  eum  derelinquam. 
Hoc  fi  faciam,  quicquid  velim, 
faciet,  ac  me  comitabitur  j 
fed  me  rogavit,  ut  fe  expecla- 
rem  in  diem  perendinum. 

Valde  ferociter  ab  initio  lo- 
quebatur,  uti  qui  has  fert  tibi 
narrabit,  de  colloquio  cum 
Anglis,  de  fuo  difceffu ;  fe4 
tandem  reverfus  eft  ad  fuam 
humanitatem. 

Inter  alia  confilia  quse  mi- 
hi retulit,  fe  fatis  fcire,  quod 
meus  frater  ad  me  detulifTet, 
quas  ipfe  cqm  eo  egifTet  Ster- 
lini ;  quarum  rerum  dimidiurn, 


negavit,     ac    maxime 


ane 


illud, 
quod 


vous  plaire  ne  me  for^oit,  j'aymeroye  mieux  mourir  que  de 
commettre  ces  chofes  j  car  le  cceur  me  feigne  en  icelles.  Brer", 
\\  ne  veut  venir  avec  moy  iimon  foubs  cefte  condition,  que  je 
luy  promette  d'ufer  en  commun  d'une  feule  table,  &  d'une 
mefme  lifl^  comme  auparavant,  &  que  je  ne  1'abandonne 
Ji  fouvent :  Et  que  ft  je  fay  ainfi,  il  fera  tout  ce  que  je 
'voudray,  &  me  fuivra.  Mais  il  m'a  prie^  que  je  I'attendifTe 
encor  deux  jours. 

Au  commencement  il  parloit  fort  afprement,  comme 
vous  recitera  celuy  qui  porte  les  prefentes,  du  devis  eu  avec 
les  Anglois,  &  de  fon  depart ;  mais  enfin  il  revint  a  fa 
•douceur. 

Entre  autres  fecretsqu'il  me  recita,  il  dit,  qu'il  f^avoitbien^ 
que  mon  frere  m 'avoir  rapporte  ce  qu'il  avoit  fait  avec  luy 
a  Stirling,  des  quelles  choits  il  a  nie  la  moytie,  &  principaler 


APPENDIX. 


ane  half,  and  abone  all,  yat 
ever  he  came  in  his  chalmer. 
For  to  mak  him  traift  me, 
it  behovit  me  to  fenze  in  fam 
thingis  with  him  :  Thairfoir, 
quhen  he  requeflit  me  to  pro- 
roeis  unto  him,  that  quhen  he 
was  hail,  we  fuld  have  baith 
ane  bed,  I  faid  to  him  fenze- 
ingly,  and  making -me  to  be- 
kve  his  promifis,  tliat  gif  he 
changeit  not  purpois  betwix 
yis  and  that  tyme,  I  wald  be 
content  thairwith;  bot  in 
the  meane  tyme  I  bad  him 
tak  heid  that  he  leit  na  body 
wit  thairof,  becaus,  to'  fpeik 
amangis  ourfelfis,  the  Lordis 
culd  not  be  ofFendit,  nor  will 
evill  thairfoir :  Bot  thay 
wald  feir  in  refpedfc  of  the 
lotfting  he  maid  of  thame, 
that  gif  ever  we  agreeit  to- 
gidder,  he  fuld  mak  thame 
knaw  the  lytill  compt  thay 
tuke  of  him  ;  and  that  he 
counfallit  me  not  to  purchas 
fmn  of  thame  by  him.  Thay 
for 


quod  fratris  jnei  cubiculum 
cflet  ingreifus.  Ut  ego  faci- 
lius  fidem  apud  eum  afleque- 
rcr,  neceffe  mihi  erat  quse- 
dam  fingendo  ei  obfecundare. 
Quamobrem  cum  rogaret  ut 
ei  pollicerer,  cum  primum  re* 
valuiilet,  communem  nobis 
fore  lec~lum,  ego  diffimulan- 
ter  dixi,  ac  fingens  me  bellis 
ejus  pollicitationibus  £dem 
habere,  me  confentire,  nift  il- 
le  interea  propofitum  muta- 
ret ;  fed  interea  viderct  ne 
quifquam  id  refcifceret,  pro- 
pterea  quod  proceres  nollris 
colloquiis  offendi  non  poflent, 
nee  ideo  male  velle :  fed  in 
timore  futures  quod  comitatus 
fuifiet  ii  aliquando  inter  no$ 
Concordes  efTemus,  fe  datu- 
rum  operam  ut  intelligerent 
quam  parvi  eum  acftimaflent; 
item,  quod  niihi  confuluiflet 
ne  gratiam  quorundam  feor- 
fum  a  fe  expeterem.  Ha^ 
ob  caufas  eos  in  magna 
fufpicione  futures,  fi  ego 
faciem 


jnent,  qu'il  fufl  entre  en  la  chambre  de  mon  frere.  Et  afin  qu'H 
me  creuft  pluftoft,  j'eftoye  contrainte  de  luy  accorder  quelque 
chofe  en  diffimulant :  par  quoy,  lors  qu'il  me  priaft  que  je  my 
promifle,  qu'incontinent  qu'il  feroit  guery,  nous  ne  foifions  plu$ 
qu'un  lift,  je  luy  dy  par  diffimulation,  en  faingnant,  que  je 
croye  a  fes  belles  promefles,  que  je  Py  accorderoye,  pourveu 
qu'il  ne  changeail  d'advis;  mais  cependant  qu'il  regardaft 
que  perfonne  n'en  f9euft  rien,  parce  que  les  feigneurs  ne  pour- 
roient  eftre  offenfez  de  nos  propos,  ny  confequemment  nous  en 
vouloir  mal.  Ains  feroient  en  crainte  dc  ce  qu'il  m'auroityk/'i;}'. 
Et  fi  nous  pouvious  eftre  d'accord  enfemble,  qu'il  pourroitdonner 
ordre,  qu'ils  entendroient  combien  peu  ils  1'avoient  eftime. 
Item,  de  ce  qu'il  m'avoit  confeille,  que  je  ne  recerchafle  la  bon- 
ne grace  d'aucuns  fans  luy.  Et  pour  ces  raifons  qu'ih  feroient 
C  c  en 
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for  this  caufe  wald  be  in  jelo- 
fy  gif  at  anis,  without  thair 
knawledge,  I  fuld  break  the 
play  fet  up  in  the  contrair  in 
thair  prefence. 

He  faid,  <verray  joyfully, 
And  think  zow  th'ay  will 
efleme  zow  the  mair  of  that  ? 
Bot  I  am  verray  glaid  that 
ze  fpeik  to  me  of  the  Lordis ; 
for  I  beleve  at  this  tyme  ze 
defy  re  that  we  'fuld  leif  to- 
gidder  in  quyetnes :  For  gif 
it  wer  uthervyfe,  greiter  in- 
convenience might  come  to  us 
baith  than  we  ar  war  of: 
bot  now  I  will  quhatever 
ze  will  do,  and  will  lufe  all 
that  ze  lufe  :  and  defiris  zow 
to  niak,  thame  lufe  in  lyk'e 
maiier :  For,  fen  thay  feik 
not  my  lyFe,  I  lufe  thame  all 
equallie.  Upon  yis  point  this 
beirer  will  fchaw  zow  mony 
fmall  thingis.  Becaus  I  have 
over  mekle  to  wryte,  and  it 
is  lait,  /  gi<ve  traiji  unto  him 
upon 


faciem   fcenae  ad   contrariam 

Huic    fabulam  inftrudtse,     in 

pr3efentia>  eis  infciis,   turba- 
rern. 

Turn  ille  vehement  er  Itetus 
fubjecit,  Et  tu  putas  ne  quod 
pluris  illi  te  ssifimabunt  ob 
hanc  caufam  ?  Sed  valde  gau- 
deo  quod  fermonem  de  proce- 
ribus  injecifli ;  nunc  quidem 
credo  te;  cupere,  ut  una  con- 
corditer  vivamus  :  nam  ni 
ita  effet,  majora  quam  uter- 
que  timemus  incommoda  u- 
trique  poffent  evenire ;  fed 
nunc,  quod  tu  vis,  volo,  & 
quod  amabis  amabo  ;  &  cu- 
pio  ut  eorum  fimiliter  concili- 
es  amorem  :  Quia  poftquam 
non  petunt  vitam  meam,  om- 
nes  amo  ex  asquo.  Circa  hoc 
caput  hie  tabellarius  multa  mi- 
nuta  tibi  declarabit :  Quia  ni- 
mis'  niulta  fuperfunt  fcribenda, 
&  jam  ferum  eft,  huic  adhibe- 
bis  Jidem  juxta  tuutn  merbuin. 
Breviter, 


en  grand  foupcqn,  fi  je  trqublpy  ainfi  maintenant  la  face 
du  theatre,  qui  avoit  efte  apprefte  pour  joue'r  une  autre 
fable. 

Alors  eftant  grandement  joyeux,  il  adjoufta,  Et  penfez-vous 
que'pour-cela  ils  vous  en  eftiment  d'avantage '?"  Mais  je  fuis 
bien  aife  que  vous  avez  fait  mention  des  feigneurs ;  maintenant 
je  croye,  "que  vous  defirez  que  nous  vivions  enfemblement  en 
paix  :  car  s'il  eftoit  ainu,  beaucoup  plus  grandes  fafcheries 
nous  pourroient  advenir  a.  tons  deux,  qus  nous  ne  craignons  ; 
mais  a  prefent  je  veux  ce  cpe  vous  vo'ulez  &  aimeray  ce  que 
vous  aimerez ;  &  defire  que  pareillement  vous  acqueriez  leur 
amitie :  car  puis  qu'ils  ne  pourchafient  a  m'ofter  la  vie,  je  les 
airne  tous  efgalement.  Touchant  ce  chef,  le  porteur  vous  re- 
citer* plufiewrs  particularitez :  d'autant  qu'il  y  a  trop  de  cho- 
fes  qui  refient  a  efcrifej  &  qu'il  eft  defia  tard,  <uous  adjoufte- 
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upon  %nur  luord.  ^  Summa,  be 
will  ga  upon  my  word  to  all 
-places, 

Alace  !  I  never  difTavit  ony 
body  :  But  I  remit  me  alto- 
gidder  to  zour  will.  Send  me 
advertifement  quhat  I  fall  do, 
and  quhatfacver  thing  fall 
cum  thairof,  I  fall  obey  zow. 
Advife  to  with  zourfelf,  gif 
ze  can  find  out  ony  mair  ie- 
creit  inventioun  by  medicine  ; 
for  he  fuld  tak  medicine  and 
the  bath  at  Craigmillar.  He 
may  not  cum  furth  of  the  hous 
this  lang  tyme. 

Summa,  be  all  that  I  can 
leirne,  he  is  in  greit  fufpici- 
oun,  and  zit  notwithftanding, 
he  gevis  credit  to  my  word  ; 
bot  zit  not  fo  far  that  he  will 
fchaw  ony  thing  to  me  :  bot 
neverthelefs,  I  fall  draw  it  out 
of  him,  gif  %e  <will  that  I  a~ 
*voiy  all  unto  him.  Bot  I  will 
never  rejoice  to  diflaive  ony 
body  that  traiftis  in  me  :  zit 
not- 


Breviter, 

ibit. 


tnco     jujfu      quovts 


Hei  mihi !  nunquam  quen- 
quam  decepi ;  fed  ego  me  in 
univerfum  tua?  voluntati  fubji- 
cio.  Fac  me  certiorem  quid 
faciam,  &  quicunque  fequatur 
eventus,  tibi  obfequar.  Etiam 
tecum  perpende,  an  commi- 
nifci  queas  aliquam  occultio- 
rem  rationem  per  medicinam ; 
fumpturus  eft  enim  &  medici- 
nam &  balneum  ad  Cragmilla- 
rium.  Non  poteft  domo  egredi 
ad  multos  dies. 

Breviter,  quantum  intelli- 
gere  pofTum,  in  magna  lufpi- 
cione  verfatur,  nihilo  tamen. 
minus  magnam  habet  fidem, 
orationi  meac  ;  nee  tamen  uf- 
que  adeo  ut  quicquam  mihi 
effutiat ;  nihilo  minus  ego  ex 
eo,  fequidem  tu  <vis,  omnia  a~ 
pud  eum  profilear  &  agnqf- 
cam.  Sed  nunquam  gaudebo 
in  quovis  homine  qui  mihi  fi- 
dit, 


rezfoy  felon  <voft  re  parole.  En  fomme,  ilira  ou  vous  voudrez,  par 
mon  cofnmandetnent. 

Helas  !  je  n'ay  jamais  trompe  perfonne ;  mais  je  me  fub- 
mets'en  toutes  chofes  a  vollre  volonte.  Faicles  moy  f9avoir 
ce  que  je  doy  faire ;  &  quoy  qu'il  en  puiffe  advenir,  je  vou« 
obeiray.  Et  penfez  en  vous  mefme,  fi  pouvez  trouver  quelquc 
moyert  plus  couvert  que  par  breuvage;  car  il  doit  prendre  me- 
dicine, &  eftre  baigne  a  Cragmillar.  II  ne  peut  fortir  du  logis 
d'icy  a  plufieurs  jours. 

Brief,  a  ce  que  j 'en  puis  entendre,  il  eft  en  grand  foupcon; 
neantmoins  il  adjoufte  beaucoup  de  foy  a  ma  parole ;  mais  non 
encores  tant,  qu'il  n'en  defcouvre  quelque  chofe  :  toutesfoisy> 
ccnfefferay,  &  recongnoiftray  tout  decant  luy,  Jt  <vous  le  /rouvesz 
ton.  Mais  fi  ne  m'efiouiray-je  jamais  a  trompcr  celui  qui  fe 
fie  en  moy  :  neantmoins  vous  me  pouvez  commander  en  toutes 

chofes. 
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ttotwithftanding  ze  may  com- 
mand me  in  all  thingis.  Have 
na  evill  opinioun  of  me  for 
that  caus,  be  reflbun  ze  ar  the 
occaiion  of  it  zourfelf ;  becaus 
for  m  v  avvin  particular  revenge, 
1  vvaid  not  do  it  to  him, 

He  gives  ms  feme  chskis  of 
jat  quhiik  I  fear.,  z,ea>  e<v>n  in 
the  quick.  He  fay  is  this  far, 
~yat  'bis  faidtis  iver  publciji  : 
bot  yair  is  that  commitiis 
faultis,  that  belevis  they  will 
never  b~  fpokin  of;  and  zit 
they  will  (peik  of  greit  and 
fmall.  As  towart  the  Lady 
Reres,  he  faid,  I  pray  God 
that  fche  may  ferve  zow  for 
your  honour  :  and  faid,  it  is 
thocht,  and  he  belevis  it  to 
be  trew,  that  I  have  not  the 
power  of  myfelf  into  myfelf, 
and  that  becaus  of  the  refufe 
I  maid  of  his  offeris.  Summa, 
for  certanetie  he  fufpeclis  of 
the  thing  ze  kna\v,  and  of  his 
3yfe.  Bot  as  to  the  laft,  how 
ibne 


dit,  decipiendo :  nihilo  minus 
tu  mini  potes  omnibus  in  rebus 
imperare.  Noli  ideo  fmiftram 
opinionem  de  me  concipere  ; 
quia  tu  ipfe  hujus  rei  mini  au-. 
thor  es ;  nunquam  enim  iftud 
in  earn  committerem,  meae 
proprict  uhionis  caufa. 

Interim  me  atttngit  in  Iocs 
fnfpcSto ;  id  que  ad  <ui<vum. 
Haclenus  pro'oqiwtus  eft  fua 
criniina  e$e  pedant ;  fed  funt 
qai  majora  committant,  &;  opi- 
nantur  ea  filentio  tegi ;  &  ta- 
msn  homines  de  magnis  juxta 
&  parvisicqiTuntur.  D.  Rerefia 
ait,  Deum  precor,  ut  officia 
quas  tibi  prasllat,  fint  tibi  ho- 
nori :  ait  ctiam  quofdam  cre» 
dere,  ac  fe  id  verum  exittima- 
re  me  non  habere  potefta- 
tem  mei  intra  me,  idque  quia 
recufaverim  conditiones  a  fe 
cblatas.  Breviter,  certum  eft 
quod  de  eo  quod  fcis,  fufpice- 
tur,  ac  de  vita  etiam.  Quod 
ad  potierius,  cum  primum  ego 
duobus  ant  tribus  bonis  verbis 
eum 


chofes.  Ne  concevez  done  point  de  moy  aucun  finiftre  opinion, 
puis  que  vous  mefmes  cites  caufe  de  cela ;  car  je  ne  le  feroye 
jamais  centre  luy  pour  ma  vengeance  particuiiere. 

Ceptndant  il  m'a  donne  attaints  du  lieu  fufpect,  &  a  jufques 
icy  dif count  bien  au  <vif,  que  ces  f antes  fcnt  congneues  :  mais  qu' 
il  y  en  a  qui  en  commettent  de  plus  grandes,  encores  qu'ils 
cftimenc  qu'elles  foient  cachees  par  filence ;  &  toutesfois  que 
les  hommes  parlent  des  gra-nds  auili  bien  que  des  petits.  Quant 
a  Reres  il  dit,  je  prie  Dieu  que  les  fervices  qu'elle  vous  fait 
vous  foient  a  honneur.  II  dit  aufii,  qu'il  y  en  a  qui  croient, 
&  que  de  fa  part  il  1'eftime  veritable,  que  je  n'ay  point  en 
raoy  la  puiiTance  de  moi  mefrne,  d'autant  que  j'ay  refufe  les 
Conditions  qy'il  avoit  ofFertes.  Brief,  il  elt  certain  qu'il  fe 
doute  de  ce  que  fcavez,  &  de  fa  vie  mefmes.  Quant  au  reite, 
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Cone  that  I  fpak  twa  or  thre 
gude  vvordis  unto  him,  he  rc- 
joyfis,  and  is  out  of  dout. 

I  faw  him  not  this  evening 
for  to  end  zour  bracelet,  to 
the  quhilk  I  can  get  n&lokkis. 
It  is  reddy  to  thame  :  and  zit 
J  feir  that  it  will  bring  fum 
malheur,  and  may  fene  gif 
ze  chance  to  be  hurt.  Ad- 
vertife  me  gif  ze  will  have 
it,  and  gif  ze  will  have  mair 
/ilver,  and  quhen  I  fall  re- 
turne,  and  how  far  I  may 
fpeik.  He  inragis  when  he 
heirs  of  Lethingtoun,  or  of 
zovv,  or  of  my  brother.  Of 
#our  brother  he  fpeikis  na- 
thing.  He  fpeikis  of  the  Erie 
of  Argyle.  I  am  in  feir  quhen 
I  heir  him  fpeik ;  for  he  af- 
furis  himfelf  yat  he  hes  not  an 
evill  opinioun  of  him.  He 
fpeikis  nathing  of  thame  that 
is  out,  nouther  gude  nor  evill, 
but  fleis  that  point.  His  father 
keipis  his  chalmer,  I  have  not 
fene  him. 

All 


etim    compello, 
timere  defmit. 
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gaudet,    ac 


Non  vidi  eum  hac  vefpera, 
quiii.  tuam  armillam  conhcie- 
bam,  cui  nultam  poiTum  r^- 
ram  invenire  :  id  enini  unum 
ad  perfe&ionem  ci  deeil ;  & 
adhuc  vereor  ne  aliaucd  la 
offerat  infortunium,  &  confpi- 
ci  poflit,  fi  to  contingat  l«cdi. 
Fac  me  certiorem  num  earn, 
velis  habere,  &  fi  plulculum 
pecunia:  velis  habere,  &  quan- 
do  debeam  redire,  &  quem  in 
loquendo  modum  mini  ftatu- 
am.  Inianit  ad  mentionemde 
Lethingtonio,  de  te,  de  fratre 
meo.  De  tuo  fratre  nihil  lo- 
quitur. De  Comite  Argathe- 
lize  in  timore  verfor,  quoties 
eum  audio  loquentem ;  pro 
certo  habet  eum  nihil  de  fe 
male  opinari.  De  eis  qui  extra 
funt  nihil,  neque  boni  neque 
mali,  loquitur,  fed  femper  hunc 
locum  vitat.  Pater  ejus  domi  fe 
continet,  nondum  enim  vidi. 
Omnes 


foudain  que  je  luy  propofe  deux  au  trois  bonnes  paroles,  il  fe 
refiouit,  &  n*a  point  de  crainte. 

Je  ne  Tay  point  veu  ceite  apres-defnee,  parce  que  je  falfoye 
voftre  braffelet,  atiquel  je  ne  puis  accommoder  de  la  cire  :  car 
c'eft  ce  qui  defaut  a  fa  perfection  :  &  encor  je  crain,  qu'il  n'y 
furvienne  quelque  inconvenient,  &  qu'il  foit  recogneu,  s'il  ad- 
venoit  que  vous  fafiicz  bleffe.  Faicles  moy  entendre  fi  vous  le 
voulez  avoir,  &  fi  avez  affaire  dc  quelqite  pcu  plus  d'argent; 
&  quand  je  doy  retourner,  &  quel  ordre  je  tiendray  a  parler  a 
luy.  11  enrage  quand  je  fay  mention  de  Lethington,  de  vous, 
&  de  mon  frere.  Jl  ne  parle  point  de  voftre  frere.  Quant  au 
Conte  d'Argathley,  je  fnis  en  crainte,  toutes  les  fois  qu'il  en 
devife.  II  s'affeure  qu'il  ne  penie  point  ds  mal  de  luy.  Quant 
a  ceux  qui  font  de  dfhors,  il  n'en  parle  ny  en  bicn,  ny  en  mal, 
feulement  il  a  evitc  tousjours  ce  lieu.  Son  pere  fe  tient  tous- 
iours  au  logis,  &  ne  Tay  point  encores  v^u, 

Toutei 
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All  the  Hamiltounis  ar 
heir,  that  accompanyis  me 
verray  honorabilly.  All  the 
iriendis  of  the  other  convoyis 
me  quhen  I  gang  to  fe  him. 
He  defyris  me  to  cum  and 
fe  him  ryfe  the  morne  be- 
tyme.  For  to  mak  fchort, 
this  beirer  will  tell  zovv  the 
.reft.  And  gif  I  leirne  ony 
thing  heir,  I  will  mak  zovv 
memorial  at  evin.  He  will 
tell  zow  the  occafioun  of 
my  remaining.  Burne  this 
letter,  for  it  is  ovir  dan- 
gerous, and  nathing  weil 
laid  in  it ;  for  I  am  thinkand 
upon  nothing  bot  fafcherie. 
Gif  ye  be  in  Edinburgh  at 
the  reiTait  of  it,  fend  me  word 
fone. 

Be  not  offendit,  for  I  gif  not 
ovir  greit  credite.  Now  feing 
to  obey  zow,  my  dear  lufe,  I 
fpair  nouther  honour,  con- 
fcience,  hafarde,  nor  greit- 
nes  quhatfumevir ;  tak  it,  I 
pray.zou,  in  gude  part,  and 
not 


Omnes  Hamiltdnn  hie  ad- 
.  flint,  &  me  comitantur  valde 
honorifice.  Alterius  ,omnes 
amici  me  comitantur  quoties 
eum  vifo.  Petit  a  me  at  eras 
tempore  ad(im>  ut  eum  fur-» 
gentem  videam.  Ut  paucis 
abfolvam,  hie  tabellarius  re- 
liqua  tibi  narrabit.  Si  quid 
novi  hie  difcam,  vefpere  fa- 
ciam  commentarium.  Ille 
tibi  explicabit  mea:  morae 
caufam.  Crema  has  literas, 
funt  enim  periculofse,  nee 
quicquam  bene  in  eis  di6lum  ; 
ego  enim  nihil  cogito  nifi 
moleflias.  Si  fueris  ,  Edin- 
burgi  cum  has  accipies,  fac 
me  certiorem. 


Noli  ofFendi,  quia  non  ni- 
mium  fido.  Nunc  poflquam 
ob  Itudim  tibi  obfequendi, 
mi  chare  amice,  neque  hono- 
ri,  neque  confcientiae,  nee  pe- 
riculis,  neque  quantaevis  mag- 
nitudini  parco ;  rogo  in  bq- 
nam 


Toutes  les  Hambletons  font  icy,  qui  me  font  compagnie 
aflez  honorable.  Tous  les  amis  de  1'autre  me  fuivent  lorf- 
que  je  le  vitfite.  II  me  prie  que  je  foye  demain  afTez 
a  temps  pour  le  voir  lever.  Afin  que  je  le  face  court, 
ce  porteur  vous  dira  le  furplus.  Si  j'appren  icy  quelque 
chofe  le  foir,  je  le  mettray  en  memoire.  II  vous  de- 
clarera  la  caufe  de  mon  retardement.  Bruflez  ces  lettres, 
car  elles  font  dangereufes,  &  s'il  n'y  a  rien  qui  foit  bien 
couche ;  je  ne  penfe  que  chofes  fafcheufes.  Si  vous  eites 
a  Edinbourg,  quand  vous  recevrez  ces  lettres,  faides  le  moy 
fcavoir. 

Ne  vous  offenfez  point,  fi  je  me  fie  par  tro-p.  Maintenant 
done,  mon  cher  amy,  puis  que  pour  vous  complaire,  je  n'e- 
fpargne,  ny  mon  honneur,  ny  ma  confcience,  ny  les  -dangers, 
ny  mefmes  ma  grandeur  quelie  qu'elle  puifTe  eilre ;  je  vous 
pie,  que  vous  le  preaiez.en.  la  bonne,  part,  &  non  felon  1'in- 
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rot  after  ye  interpretatioun  of 
zour  fals  gude-brother,  to 
quhome,  I  pray  zou,  gif  na 
credite,  aganis  the  maift  faith- 
ful luifer  that  ever  ze  had,  or 
ever  fall  have. 

Se  not  hir,  quhais  fenzeit 
teiris  fuld  not  be  fa  mekle 
praifit  nor  eftemit,  as  the 
trew  and  faithful  travellis 
quhilk  I  fuftene  for  to  merite 
hir  place.  For  obtening  of 
the  quhilk  aganis  my  natu- 
ral, I  betrayis  thame  that  may 
impefche  me.  God  forgive 
me,  'and  God  give  zow,  my 
only  lufe,  the  hap  and  pro- 
fperitie,  quhilk  zour  humble 
and  faithful  lufe  defyris  unto 
zow,  quha  hopis  to  be  fchort- 
ly  ane  uther  thing  to  zow,  for 
the  reward  of  my  irkfum  tra- 
vellis. 

It  is  lait ;  I  defyre  never  to 

ceis    fra  wry  ting   unto  zow ; 

'/it  now,  after  the  killing  of 

zour  handis,  I  will   end  my 

letter. 


nam  partem  accipias,  ac  non 
juxta  interpretationem  fallacis 
fratris  uxoris  tux,  cui  rogo 
nullam  adhibeas  fidem  adver- 
fus  fidelilfimam  omnium  quas 
aut  habuifti,  aut  habcbis,  ami- 
cam. 

Noli  earn  intueri,  cujus  fie- 
tae  lachrymas  non  debent 
tanti  efle,  quanti  fidi  labores, 
quos  ego  perfero,  ut  merear 
in  ejus  locum  fuccedere :  quern 
ut  obtineam,  ego  eos  prodo, 
idque  adverfus  ingenium  me- 
um,  qui  impedimento  efle  pof- 
fent.  Deus  mihi  det  veniam, 
&  t)eus  tibi  det,  mi  unice  a- 
mice,  eum  fucceflum,  &  fcli- 
citatcm,  quam  tua  humilis  & 
fidelis  arnica  tibi  optat,  quae 
brevi  fpcrat  aliud  de  te  in  prsc- 
mium  mei  molefti  laboris. 


Serum    eft;     tamen    nun- 

quam  cupio  cefTare  a  fcriben- 

do  ad  te ;    tamen  nunc  poft 

cfcula  mariuum    tuarum,    fi- 

nem 


terpretation  du  faux  frere  de  voftre  femme,  auquel  je  vous 
prie  aufii  n'adjoufter  aucune  foy  centre  la  plus  fidele  amye  que 
vous  avez  cue,  ou  que  vous  aurez  jamais. 

Ne  regardez  point  a  celle,  de  laquelle  les"  feincles  larmes 
ne  vous  doivent  eflre  de  fi  grand  poix,  que  les  fideles  travoux 
que  je  fouffre,  afin  quq  je  puiffe  meriter  de  parvenir  en  fon 
lieu.  Pour  lequel  obtenir,  je  trahi,  voire  contre  mon  natu- 
rel,  ceux  qui  m'y  pourroient  empefcher.  Dieu  me  le  vueille 
pardonner,  &  vous  doint,  mon  amy  unique,  tcl  fuccez  &  fe- 
•jicite,  que  voftre  humble  &  fidele  amye  le  fouhaitte,  laquelle 
efpere  en  brief  autre  recompenfe  de  vous,  pur  ce  mien  facheux 
labeur. 

11  eft  tard  ;  neantmoins  je  ne  defire  jamais  cefFer  de  votJs 
cfcrire ;  et  toutesfois,  aprcs  vous  avoir  baife  les  mains,  je  fe- 
ray  fin  a  mes  lettres.  Excufez  mon  ignorance  a  efcrire,  8c  re- 
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letter.  Excufe  my  evill  wry- 
ting,  and  reid  it  twyfe  over. 
Excufe  that  thing  that  is  fcri- 
blk,  for  I  had  na  paper  zifter- 
day  quhen  I  wrait  that  of  yc 
memoriall.  Remember  upon 
zour  lufe,  and  wryte  unto  hir, 
and  that  verray  oft.  Lufe  me 
as  I  fall  do  zou. 

Remember  zou  of  the  pur- 
pois  of  the  Lady  Reres. 

Of  the  Inglifmen. 

Of  his  mother. 

Of  the  Erie  of  Argyle. 

Of  the  Erie  of  Bothvvell. 

Of  the  ludgeing  in  Edin- 
burgh. 


nem  meis  literis  imponam. 
Excufa  meam  in  pingendo  im- 
peridam,  eafque  relege.  Ex- 
cufa curtionem  chara&erum, 
quia  heri  chartam  non  habe- 
bam,  cum  id  quod  in  commen- 
tario  erat,  fcriberem.  Remi- 
nifcere  tuas  arnica?,  ac  fa;pe  ad 
earn  refcribe.  Redama  me, 
uti  ego  te  amabo. 

Reminifcere  fermonis  de 
Rerefia. 

De  Anglis. 

De  matre  ejus. 

De  Comite  Argathelise. 

De  Comite  Bothueliae. 

De  hofpitio  Edinburgh 


Efez  mes  lettres.  Excufez  la  briefuete  des  chara&eres,  car 
hier  je  n'avoye  point  de  papier,  quand  j'efcrivi  ce  qui  eft  au 
memoire.  Ayez  fouvenance  de  voilre  amye,  &  luy  refcrivez 
fouvent.  Aimez  moy,  comme  je  vous  aime  :  &  Ayez  memoire- 
du  propos  de  Mademoifelle.  Reres. 

Des  Anglois. 

De  fa  mere. 

Du  Conte  d'Arghley. 

Du  Conte  de  Bothwel. 

Du  logis  d'Edimbourg. 


NUMBER      1L 

Part  of  N.  Hubert,  or  French  Paris's  Confeffion 
concerning  the  above  Letter* 

TNTER ROGUE  quant  premierement  il  entra  en  credit  avec  la 
Royne  ?  Refp.  Que  ce  fuft  comme  la  Royne  fuft  a  Kalendar* 
allant  a  Glafgow,  qu'allors  elle  lui  bailla  une  bourfe  la,  ou 
il  avoit  envyron  ou  3  ou  4.00  efcu>,  pour  la  porter  a  Monfieur 
le  Boduelj  lequel  aprez  avoir  receu  la  didle  bourfe  fur  le 
chemin  entre  Kalendar  et  Glafgow,  lui  diet  que  le  diet  Paris 
s'en  alia  avec  la  Royne>  et  qu'il  fe  tint  pres  d'elle,  et  qu'il 
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regardait  bien  a  ce  qu'elle  feroit  lui  difant  que  la  Royne  luy 
donneroit  des  lettres  pour  les  hty  porter.  La  Royne  eitant  ar- 
rivee  a  Glafeovv  luy  dift,  je  t'envoyra  a  Liflebourg,  (i.  e. 
Edinburgh)  dent  toy  preft,  &  ayant  demeure  la  deux  JJDUTS 
avec  lad.  Dame,  laquelle  efcript  des  lettres,  &  a  luy  let 
bailla,  dyfant,  Vous  dircs  de  Douche  a  Monf.  de  Boduel, 
qu'il  bailie  ces  lettres  qui  s'addreiTent  a  Monf.  de  Le- 
thington  a  luy  mefme,  &  qu'il  parle  a.  luy,  &  voyes  les  par- 
ler  enfemble,  &  regardes  la  faffon  de  faire,  &  quelle  miene 
ilz  feront,  car  c'efl  ce,  difoit  ellc,  pour  f9avoir,  lequell  eft 
meilleur,  pour  loger  Le  Roye  a  Craigmillar,  ou  a  Kirk-a. 

held,    arm    d'avoyr   bon    air. Eftant  led   Paris   arryve    a 

Lijlebourg-,  trouvc  led  de  Ecducl  en  Jon  logis  a  i* Abbay,  lequel 
lui  dift,  Ha  Paris,  tu  es  le  bien  venue.  Monfieur,  di<Tt  il, 
voici  des  lettres  que  la  Royne  vous  envoye,  &•  aufii  a  Men- 
fieur  de  Liddington,  vous  priaut  de  les  luy  delivrer,  &  que  je 
vous  vis  parler  enfemble  pour  veoir  voftre  faflbn  de  faire,  & 
comment  vous  accordiez  enfemble.  Fort  bien,  dit-il,  car 
j*ay  ce  jourdhuy  parle  a  luy,  &  luy  a  donne  une  haquiene. 
Le  lendemain  led.  Paris  did;,  qu'il  vint  au  logis  dud.  Boduel 
par  trois  fois  le  chercher,  a  8,  9  &  10  heures,  &  ne  i^eut 
jamais  trouver;  &:  1'ayant  cherche,  il  voit  venir  une  troupe 
de  gens  de  vers  le  Kirk-de-field,  la  ou  eftoit  led  Sieur  Bcducl, 
&  Monfieur  Jacques  Balfour,  coite  a  cofte  enfemble,  lefquels 
s'en  alloient  difner  au  logis  dud.  Monf.  Jacques.  Led.  Pa- 
ris pria  Monf.  de  Boduel  de  le  defpecher  vers  la  Royne,  A- 
pres  difner,  dit-il,  je  le  feray  ;  &  quant  il  retourna  querir  fa 
defpeche  apres  difner,  il  trouva  le  Sieur  de  Boduel  &  led. 
Mr.  Jacques  feuls  teite  a  tefte  en  une  chambre,  &  led.  Sieur 
de  Boduel  qui  efcrivit  de  fa  propre  main,  &  apres  avoir  faict, 
iJ  dicl  a  Paris,  Voyla  la  refpone  ;  retourne  t'en  a  la  Royne, 
&  me  recommandes  bien  humblement  a  fa  bonne  grace,  & 
lui  di&ez,  que  tout  ira  bien,  car  Monf.  Jacques  Balfour  & 
moy  n'avons  dormis  toute  la  nnit,  anis  avons  mis  ordre  eii 
toute,  &  avons  aprefte  le  logis.  Et  dites  a  la  Royne,  que  je 
luy  envoye  ce  diamant  que  tu  luy  porteras,  &  que  fi  j'avois 
mon  cceur,  jc  le  luy  envoyerois  tres  volontiers,  mais  je  ne  1* 
ay  pas  moy.  Va  t'en  a  Monf.  de  Liddington,  &  luy  deman- 
dez,  s'il  veult  refcrie  a  la  Royne  ;  Ce  que  led.  Paris  fai&e,  & 
le  trouve  a  la  chambre  des  comptes,  &  luy  demande  s'il  plai- 
foit  rendre  la  refponfe  aux  lettres  de  la  Royne,  que  Monf.  de 
Boduel  lui  avoit  baillecs.  Oui,  dit-il,  &  la  deifus  ill  prend 
du  papier  incontinent,  &  efcript,  &  quant  faicl,  led.  Paris 
lui  did,  que  la  Royne  1 'avoit  commande  de  luy  demandcr, 
lequei  de  deux  logis  feroit  le  meilleur  pour  le  Roy,  car  clle 
ne  bougera  de  la,  jufques  a.  ce  qu'il  auroyft  rapporte  fi  re- 
10  fponce. 
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fponce.  Led.  Liddington  lui  refpondit,  que  le  Kirk-de-field 
feroit  bon,  &  led.  Sieur  de  Boduel  &  lui  avoient  advife  enfem- 
ble  la  deffus.  Ainfi  led.  Paris  parttt  pour  s'en  aller  a  Glaf- 
cow vers  la  Royne,  &  eftant  de  retour  a  Liilebourg,  &  avoir 
faift  fon  meflage  qui  lui  eftoit  donne  defd.  Seig.  de  bouche,  la 
Royne  lui  demande,  s'il  avoiet  veu  parler  MefT.  de  Boduell  Be 
Liddington  enfemble. 


NUMBER      III. 

Part  of  the  Journal  or  Diary  of  the  mod  mate- 
rial Paffages  concerning  Queen  Mary,  ex- 
hibited by  Murray  and  his  Affociates. 

The  principal  marked  by  Cecil's  hand  in  the  Cot.  Lib.  Cat. 
b.  9.  fol.  247.  Ander.  vol.  ii.  p.  269. 

January  2 1  ,rT  H  E  quene  tuik  hir  journay  towards  Glafcow, 
1566-7.  and  was  accompanyit  with  the  erls  of  Huntly 

and  Bothwel  to  the  Kalendar,  my  lord  Leviftoun's  place. 

23.  The  quene  came  to  Glafcow,  and  on  the  rode  met  hir 
Thomas  Crawford   from  the  erle  of  Lennox,  and  fir   James 
Hamilton,  with  the  reft  jnentionit  in  hir  letter.     Erie  Huntly 
and  Bothwell  returnit  that  fame  nycht  to  Edynbrough,  and 
Both  well  lay  in  the  town. 

24.  The  queen  remaynit  at  Glafcow,  lyck  as  me  did  the 
25th  and  26th,  and  hayd  the  conference  with  the  king  where- 
of fhe  wry  tis;    and  in  this  tyme  wrayt  hir  BYLLE  and  uther 
letteris  to  Bothwell.     And  Bothwell  this  24th  day  wes  found 
verray  tymus  wefeing  the  king's  Judging  that  wes  in  preparing 
for  him,  and  the  fame  nycht  tuik  journay  towards  LyddifdailL 

27.  The  queen  (conforme  to  hir  commiflion,  as  me  wryttis) 
broucht  the  king  from  Glafcow  to  the  Kalendar  towards  Edyn- 
brough. 

Jan.  28.  The  Quene  broucht  the  King  to  Linlythquow,  and 
there  remained  all  morn,  quhill  (he  gat  word  of  my  Lord  Both- 
well  his  returning  towards  Edynbrough,  be  Hob  Ormiitoun  ane 
of  the  murtheraris.  The  fame  day  the  Erie  Bothwell  came  back 
from  LyddJfdaill  towards  Edynbrough. 

•    29.  She  remained  all  day  in  Linlythquow  with  the  King,  and 
wraytt  from  thence  to  Bothwell. 

30.  The  Quene  broucht  the  King  to  Edynbrough,  and  patt 
him  in  his  Judging  quhair  he  endit ;  and  Bothwell  keiping  tryift 
met  hir  upon  the  way. 
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NUMBER      IV. 

Copy  of  an  original  Paper  in  the  Archives  of  the 
Family  of  Hamilton,  intitled  on  the  Back, 
cc  Proces  of  Divorce  twixt  Erie  Bothwell  and 
cc  his  Wife,  Feb.  21,  1565. " 

[From  the  contents,  however,  it  appears  only  to  be  a  proof 
taken,  to  fhew,  that  the  Earl,  and  Lady  Jane  Gordon,  his 
fpoufe,  were  within  the  degrees  of  confanguinity  prohibited  by 
the  Canon  Law.] 

^  H  E  twenty  ane  day  of  Februar,  the  zeir  of  God  i  M  v  C. 
and  fextye  fyve  zeirs,  anent  the  fupputatioun  and  verifi- 
catioun  of  the  degreis  of  confanguenitie,  attening  in  dowbill 
ferdis  of  confanguenitie  :  in  the  quhilkis  difpenfatioun,  paffit 
betwixt  an  noble  and  rnychty  Lord  James  Hepburn,?,  Erie  Bod- 
well,  Lord  Crichtown,  Halis,  and  Liddifdail,  grete  Admirall 
of  the  haill  realm  of  Scotland,  &c.  and  an  nobill  and  mychty 
Ladie  Jane  Gordoun,  fitter  germane  to  an  nobiil  and  mychty 
Lord  George  Erie  of  Huntlie,  Lord  Gordoun,  &c.  fie  proces 
was  ufit,  as  after  foliowis. 


The  fupputatioun  &  innumeratioun  of  the  f aid  degrees,  &c. 

George  fecond,  Erie  of  Huntlie,  and  firft  of  that  name, 
beand  the  floke. 

Margaret  Gordon,  Countefs  of  Bod  well,  dochtir  to  the  faid 
Erie  of  Huntlie.  Erie  Bodwell  hir  fon  ane. 

Erie  Bodwell  his  fon  that  diet  in  Floudoun  twa. 

Patrick  Erie  Bodwell  his  fon  quha  laft  deceflit  in  Dumfries, 
thre. 

James,  now  Erie  Bodivell,  his  fon  the  ferd. 

Alexander  the  third  Erie  of  Huntlie,  and  fecund  of  that 
name,  fon  to  the  faid  George  Erie  of  Huntlie,  and  bruther  to 
the  faid  Margaret  Countefs  of  Bodwell,  ane. 

Jhone  Lord  Gordoun  her  fone,  twa. 

George,  the  ferd  Erie  of  Huntlie,  and  fecond  of  that  name, 
his  fone,  three. 

And  Jane  Gordoun  his  dochtir,  the  ferd. 
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Item,  Elifabeth  Gordoun,  Countefs  of  Marlheal,  dochtir  to 
the  firft  George  Lord  and  Erie  of  Huntlie,  and  filler  to  the  faid 
Margaret  Countefs  of  Bodwell,  ane. 

Robert  Keith,  maifter  of  Merfheal,  her  fon,  tvva. 

Elizabeth  Keith,  Countefs  of  Huntlie,  his  dochtir,  three. 

And  Jane  Gordoun,  hir  dochtir,  the  ferd. 

And  fwa  one  the  fadderis  fyde  attening  in  ferdis  of  confan- 
guenetie. 

And  fwa  upone  her  moder  fyde  attening  in  ferdis  of  confan- 
guenefie. 


teftlum  juratorum  in  prafentia 

Magiftri  Alexandri  Forreft  rectoris  de  Logymontrois,  protho- 
notarii  fecretariique,  et  datarii  Reverendiflimi  Domini  et  Domini 
Joannis  Archiepifcopi  Sanfti  Andreas  legati,  &c.  in  innumera- 
tione  graduum  retro  :  fcripcorum,  apud  Edinburgh,  in  cubi- 
culo  Domini  Commendatarii  de  Ltmdoris,  vicefimo  primo  die 
menu's  Februarii,  anno  1565,  talis  fuit  examinatio. 

In  primis,  Jacobus  Dunbar  de  Tarbat,  teftis  juratus  &  exa- 
minatus,  deponit,  Innumerationem  graduum  efTe  veram,  prout 
in  retrofcripta  fcedula  continetur. 

Alexander  Dunbar  de  Kilboyak,  teftis  juratus  et  examinatus, 
deponit  conformiter  priori,  qui  novit  omnes  gradus,  excepto 
itirpe. 

Jacobus  Keith  de  Schelis,  teftis  juratus  et  examinatus,  deponit 
conformiter  praecedentibus  teftibus. 

Monanus  Hogg  de  Bleredryne,  teftus  juratus  et  examinatus, 
deponit  conformiter  priori  teili  in  omnibus. 

Quas  quidem  depofitiones  teftium  praedidlorum  ego  Magifter 
Alexander  Forreft  rector  de  Logy  Montrofe,  prothonotarius  ac 
datarius  preedicli  Reverendiflimi  Domini  Joannis  Sancli  Andreai 
Archiepifcopi  ac  legati,  mediis  fuis  juramentis,  corporaliter 
recepi,  et  in  his  fcriptis  redegi,  teftantibus,  meis  figno  et  fub- 
fcriptione  manualibus,  ut  moris  eft  in  fimilibus,  anno,  menfe, 
die  quibus  fupra,  inllante  venerabili  patre  Johanne  Domino 
Commendatario  de  Lundoris  pro  parte  prasfati  nobilis  Domini 
Comitis  de  Bodwell,  et  Alexandra  Dunbar  de  Kilboyak  pro 
parte  prsedifts  Jeanne  Gordon,  procuratoribus  fuis,  literatorie 
conftitutis. 

A.  Forreft  prothonotarius  ac  dat  arias  prezfati  Domini  Rweren~ 
i  Domini  Ltgati 

Atteftor. 
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NUMBER      V. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Queen  Elizabeth  to  Sir 
Amias  Pawlet. 

Amias,  my  moft  faithful  and  careful  fervant, 

£J  O  D  reward  thee  trebblefold  in  the  double,  for  the  molt: 
troublefome  charge  fo  well  difcharged.  If  you  knew, 
my  Amias,  how  kindly,  befide  moft  dutifully,  my  grateful  heart 
accepts  and  praifeth  your  fpotlefs  endeavours  and  faithful  ac- 
tions, your  wife  orders  and  fafe  regard  performed  in  fo  danger- 
ous and  crafty  a  charge,  it  would  eafe  your  travail  and  re- 
joy  ce  your  heart :  in  which  I  charge  you  carry  this  moft  infhnt 
thought,  that  I  cannot  balance  in  any  weight  of  my  judgement, 
the  value  that  I  prize  you  at,  and  fuppofe  no  treafure  can  coun- 
tervail fuch  a  faith,  and  mail  condemn  me  in  that  fault,  that 
yet  I  never  committed,  if  /  reward  not  fuch  defert ;  yea,  let  me 
lack  when  I  moft  need  it,  if  I  acknowledge  not  fuch  a  merit, 
ndn  omnibus  datum.  Let  your  wicked  murdrefs  know,  how 
with  hearty  forrow  her  vile  defert  compels  thefe  orders,  and  bid 
her  from  me  afk  God  forgivenefs  for  her  treacherous  dealing 
towards  the  faver  of  her  life,  many  a  year  to  the  intolerable 
peril  of  her  own  :  and  yet  not  content  with  fo  many  forgive- 
nefies,  muft  fall  again  to  fo  horrible  furpafling  a  woman's 
thoughts,  much  lefs  a  princefs,  inftead  of  excufing  whereof, 
not  yet  being  fo  plainly  confefs'd  by  the  author  of  my  guiltlefs 
death.  Let  repentance  take  place,  and  let  not  the  fiend  poffefs 
her  fo  as  better  part  be  loft ;  for  which  I  pray  with  hands  lifted 
up  to  him  that  may  both  fave  and  {pill.  With  my  loving  adue 
and  prayers  for  thy  long  life, 

Your  moft  affured  and  loving  Sovereign,  as 
thereto  by  good  defert  induced, 

E.   R  E  G  i  K  A« 

Tb  my  loving  Amias. 
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[In  the  Differtation  annexed  to  Dr.  Robertfon's  hiftoryy 
fchere  is  a  letter  written  by  Queen  Mary  to  the  Countefs  of 
Lenox,  in  vindication  of  herfelf ;  and  fubjoined  to.  it  is  an 
anfwer  written  by  the  Earl  of  Lenox  to  the  Countefs,  expref- 
fing  his  belief  of  the  Queen's  guilt.  From  thefe  letters  a  ftrong 
argument  is  inferred  againft  Queen  Mary.  It  is  but  juftice  to 
annex  the  following  letter  from  the  Queen,  which  ferves  to  ex- 
plain that  matter.] 

Extraft  of  a  Letter  from  Queen  Mary  to  the 
Archbifhop  of  Glafgow,  her  Ambaffador  at 
the  Court  of  France,  2d  of  May  1578  *. 

The    0  R  I  G  I  N  A  L. 

A/TA  DAME  (la  Comteffe)  de  Lenox,  ma  belle  mere,  ef!  decedee 
depuis  un  mois  en  $a ;  ayant  laiflee  une  lienne  petite  fille, 
dontla  Reine  d'Angleterre  s'eft  reteniie  la  garde.  J'efcris  a 
ceux  qui  font  pres  de  mon  fils,  de  faire  inftance  en  fon  nom  de 
cette  fucceffion  ;  non  pour  envie  que  j 'aye  qu'elle  luy  demeure, 
mais  pour  fervir  de  declaration,  que  luy  et  moy  ne  devons  eflre 
reputez  ni  trakez  en  entrangers  au  royaume  d'Angleterre,  puis 
que  nous  fommes  nais  dans  la  meme  ifle.  Cette  bonne  dame 
s'eftoit,  graces  a  Dieu,  fort  bien  reconnae  vers  moi,  depuis 
cinq  ou  fix  ans  que  nous  avons  eu  intelligence  enfemble  :  &  m'a 
advouee  par  lettres  efcrites  de  fa  main,  que  je  garde,  le  tort 
qu'elle  m'avoit  fait  en  fes  injufles  pourfuites,  drefTees,  comme 
elle  me  la  fait  entendre,  par  fon  confentment,  pour  avoir  ete 
mal  informe ;  mais  principalement,  par  expres  commandement 
de  ladite  Reine  d'Angleterre,  &  perfuafion  de  ceux  de  fon 
confeil,  qui  avoient  toujours  empefche  noftre  appointement ; 
lorfque  ayant  connu  mon  innocence,  elle  vouloit  defifter  de  me 
pourfuivre,  jufqu'a  refufer  plainement  d'advouer  ce  qu'ils  fe- 
roient  contre  moi  foubs  fon  nom. 

*  Mem.  Sots  Coll.  Paris,  torn.  11.  NO  55.  j  Keith,  Appendix, 
*•  H5» 
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A    TRANSLATION. 

i~T  H  E  Countefs  of  Lenox,  my  mother-in-law,  died  about 
a  month  ago ;  and  the  Queen  of  England  has  taken  into 
her  care  the  Countefs's  grand-daughter  *.  I  have  written 
to  thofe  who  are  about  my  fon  to  enter  a  claim  in  his  name 
for  this  fucceffion ;  not  for  any  defire  that  I  have  that  he 
mould  aciually  fucceed  unto  it,  but  rather  to  teftify,  that  nei-r 
ther  he  nor  I  ought  to  be  reputed  nor  treated  as  foreigners  in 
England,  who  are  born  within  the  fame  ifle.  This  good  lady 
was,  thanks  to  God,  in  very  good  correfpondence  with  me  thefe 
five  or  fix  years  bygone,  and  has  confefTed  to  me,  by  fundry 
letters  under  her  hand,  which  I  carefully  preferve,  the  injury 
me  did  me  by  the  unjuft  purfuits  which  me  allowed  to  go  out 
agamit  me  in  her  name,  through  bad  information ;  but  prin- 
cipally, me  faid,  through  the  exprefs  orders  of  the  Queen  of 
England,  and  the  perfuafion  of  her  council ;  who  alio  took 
much  folicitude,  that  (he  and  I  might  never  come  to  good  uri- 
deritanding  together.  But  how  foon  (he  came  to  know  of  my 
innocence,  me  defifted  from  any  further  purfuit  againft  me ; 
nay,  went  fo  far  as  to  refufe  her  confent  to  any  thing  they 
ihould  acl  againft  me  in  her  name. 

*  This  is  the   Lady    Arabella   Stewart,   only  child   to   CharJes   Earl  of 
jLenox,  who  died  anno  1576. 


NUMBER      VII. 
Lettre  de  R.  Marie  Stuart  a  fon  Aumonier. 

J'AY  etc  combattqe  ce  jour,  de  ma  religion,  et  de  recevoir  la 
confolation  des  Heretiques.     Vous  entendrez  par  Bourgoin, 
et  les  autres,  que  pour  le  moins  j'ay  fidelement  jfaift  protefta- 
tion  de  ma  foy,  en  laquclle  je  veux  mourir.     J'ay  requis  de 
vous  avoir  pour  faire  ma  confejfion,  et  recevoir  mon  facrement,  ce 
qui  m'a  efte  cruellement  refufey  auffi  bien  que  le  tranjporte  de  mon 
corps,  et  le  pouvoir  de  teller  librement,  oil  rien  efcrire  que  par 
D  d  3  leur 
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leur  mains,  et  fou  le  bon  plaifir  de  leur  maitrefle.  A  faute 
de  cela.  Je  confefTe  la  griefuete  de  me  peches  en  general, 
comme  j'avois  deli^ere  de  faire  a  yous,  en  particulier,  vous 
priant  au  nom  <h  Dhu,  de  prier  et  <ueiller  cette  nuit  avec  moi, 
pour  la  fatisfaclion  de  mes  pefches,  et  m'envoyez  votre  abfo- 
lution  et  pardon  de  toutes  les  offences,  que  je  vous  ay  faiftes. 
J'efiayeray  de  vous  voir  en  leur  prefence  comme  ils  m'ont 
accorde  du  maitre  d'hotel/  et  fi  m'eft  permis  :devant  to  us  a 
genoux,  je  demanderay  la  benediction. 

Advifer  moi  de  plus  propre  prieres,  pour  celle  mat  et  pour 
demaiii  matin.  Car  le  temps  e'ft  court,  et  je  n'ay  loifir 
d'qfcrire,  mai  je  vous  recommanderay  comme  le  refte,  et  fur 
tout,  vos  benefices,  vous  feront  affeurez,  et  je  vous  recom- 
menderay  au  Roy.  Je  n'ay  plus  de  loifir.  Advifez  moy  de 
tout  ce  que  vous  penferez  pour  mon  falut  par  efcrit. 

Je  vous  envoyeray  un  dernier  petit  token.     (Souvenir.) 

Nota.  Elle  efcrivoit  fon  teflament  de  fa  propre  main  en 
deux  feuilles  de  papier,  fans  s'arrefter  et  fans  lever  la 
moin  defius  le  papier,'  ou  elle  mift  par  eflat  toutes  fes 
affaires  fans  rien  oublier,  et  fans  laiffer  aucun  des  fiena 
auquel  elle  ne  legaft  quelque  chofe  *. 

*  Hil^oire  d'Elifabeth,  par  M.  Keralio,  torn.  v.  p.  433. 


NUMBER      VIII. 

Derniere  Lettre  de  la  Reyne   Marie   a   Elifa- 
beth  f. 

MADAME, 

JE  rends  graces  a  Dieu  de  tout  men  coeur,  de  ce  qu'il  luy 
plait  de  mettre  fin,  par  vos  arrefts,  au  pelerinage 
ennuyeux  de  ma  vie.  Je  ne  demande  point  qu'elle  me  foit 
prolongee,  n'ayant  eu  que  trop  de  temps,  pour  experimenter 
mes  amertumes.  Je  fupplie  feulement  votre  Majeftie  que 
puis  je  ne  dois  attendre  aucune  faveur  de  quelques  miniftres 
stelez,  qui  tiennent  les  premiers  rangs  dans  Peftat  d'  Angle- 
terre  ;  je  puiffe  tenir  de  vous  feul,  et  non  d'aptre^  le  bien  fait 
qui  s'enfuyent. 

f  Jebb,  vol.  iif '  p.  91, 

Premierement 
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Premierement  je  vous  demand,  que  comme  il  ne  m'eft  pas 
poflible,  d'efperer  un  fepulture  en  Angleterre  felon  le  folem- 
nites  Catholiques,  pra&iques  par  les  anciens  Roys,  vos  an- 
ceftres  et  le  miens,  et  que  dans  1'EcofTe  on  a  force  et  violente  le 
cendres  de  mes  ayeuls,  quand  mes  adverfaires  feront  faoulez 
de  mong  fang  innocent,  mon  corps  foit  porte  par  mes  do- 
"meftiques,  en  quelque  terre  fainfte  pour  y  eftre  enterre,  et  fur 
tout  en  France,  ou  les  os  de  la  Reyne  ma  tres  honoree  mere 
repofent;  afin  que  ce  pauvre  corps,  qui  n'a  jamais  eu  de 
repos  tant  quil  a  efte  joint  a  mon  ame,  le  puifie  finalement 
rencontrer  lors  qu'il  en  fera  fepare. 

-  Secondement,  je  prie  v.  M.  pour  laprehenfion  que  j'ay  de  la 
tyrannic  de  ceux,  au  pouvoir  du  quel  vous  m'avez  abandonnee, 
que  je  ne  fois  point  fuppliciee  en  quelque  lieu  cache,  mais  a  la 
veue  de  mes  domeftiques,  et  autres  perfonnes,  qui  puiflent 
rendre  tefmoignage  de  ma  foy,  et  de  mon  obeyffance  envers 
la  vraye  Egliie.  Et  defendre  le  reftes  de  ma  vie,  et  mes  der- 
niers  foupirs,  contre  le  faux  bruits,  que  mes  adverfaires  pour- 
roient  faire  courir. 

En  troifieme  lieu,  Je  requiers,  que  mes  domeftiques  qui 
m'ont  fervir  parmy  tant  d'ennuy6,  et  avec  tant  de  fidelite,  fe 
puiflent  redrer  librement  ou  ils  voudront,  et  jouir  de  petites 
commoditez  que  ma  pauvrete  leur  a  legueez  dans  mon  tefta- 
ment. 

Je  vous  conjure,  Madame,  par  le  fang  de  Jefus  Chrift,  par 
notre  parente,  par  la  memoire  de  Roy  Henry  feptienne,  notre 
pere  commun,  et  par  le  titre  de  Reyne  que  je  porte  encore 
jufque  a  la  mort,  de  ne  me  point  refufer  de  demandes  fi  rai- 
fonables,  et  me  Paflurer  par  un  mot  de  votre  main.  Et  lit 
deflus  je  mouray,  comme  jay  vefcu, 

Votre  affeclionne  foeur  et  prifonniere, 

MARIE  Reyne, 
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NUMBER      IX. 

Lettre  de  la  Royne  d'Ecofie  a  la  Royne  Eli- 
zabeth, contenant  fes  plaintes  aiTez  au  long, 
1582. 

TV/TAD  AM  E,  fur  ce  qui  eft  venu  a  ma  cognonTance  des  der- 
nieres  confpirations  executees  en  EfcoiTe  centre  mon 
pauvre  enfant,  ayant  toute  occaficn  d'en  craindre  la  confe- 
quence,  a  1'exemple  de  moy-mefme,  il  faut  que  j 'employe  fi 
pea  de  vie  &  de  force  qui  me  refte,  pour  devant  ma  mcrt, 
vous  defcharger  plainement  mon  coeur  de  mes  juftes  &  la- 
mentables  plaintes,  .defquejles  je  defire  que  cette  lettre  vous 
fervetant  que  vous  vivrez  apres  moy  d'un  perpetuel  tefmoignage 
&  graveure  en  voftre  confidence,  tant  a  ma  defcharge  pour  la 
poiierite,  qu'a  la  honte  &,  confufion  de  tous  ceux  qui  fous 
vo-itre  adveu,  m'ont  fi  crueliement  &  indignement  trainee 
.jufques  icy,  &  menee  a  Pextremite  ou  je  fuis.  Mais  dautant 
que  leurs  defleins,  prattiques,  actions  &  procedures,  pour  de- 
tertables  qu'elles  puifisnt  avoir  etfe,  ont  toufiours  prevalu  en 
•yOitre  endroit  centre  mes  tres-juftes  remonftrances  &  finceres 
deportemens,  &  que  la  force,  que  vous  avez  en  main,  vous  a 
touuours  donne  la  raifon  entre  les  hommes,  j*auray  recours  a 
Dieu  vivant,  noftre  feul  juge,  qui  nous  a  egalement  &  imme- 
diatement  fous  luy  eftabiies  au  gouvernement  de  fon  peuple, 
je  Pinvoqueray  a  Pextremite  de  cefte  mienne  tres-urgente 
affliclion,  pour  retribuer  a  vous  &  a  moy  (comme  il  fera  a  fon 
dernier  jugement)  la  part  de  nos  merites  &  de  merites  Pune 
envers  Pautre.  Et  fouvenez  vous,  Madame,  qu'a  luy  nous  ne 
f9aurions  rien  defguifer  par  les  fars  &  polices  du  monde,  ores 
que  mes  ennemis,  fous  vous,  puiiTent  un  temps  couvrir  aux 
hommes,  paravanture  a  vous,  leurs  fubtiles  inventions.  En 
fon  nom  &  comme  devant  luy  feant  entre  vous  &  moy,  je  vous 
ramentevray  que  par  les  agents,  efpies,  &  mefTagers  fecrets, 
envoyez  foubs  voftre  nom  en  EfcofTe,  durant  que  j'y  eftois, 
mes  fubjets  ont  efte  corrompus,  &  fufcitez  a  fe  rebeller  centre 
moy,  a  attenter  contre  ma  perfonne,  &  en  un  mot  a  dire, 
faire,  entreprendre  8c  executer-  ce  que  durant  mes  troubles, 
eft  ad  venu  audit  pays :  dont  je  ne  veux  a  prefent  fpecifier 

autre 
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autre  verification  que  cellc  que  j'en  tiray  par  ja  confefiion  d'un 
qui  depuis  a  efte  des  plus  avancez  de  ce  bon  fervice,  &  des 
tefmoins  a  luy  confrontez. 

4uquel  fi  j'euffe  deflors  faift  juftice,  il  n'euft  depuis  par  fes 
ancicnnes  intelligences  renouvelie  les  mefmes  pratiques  centre 
mon  fils,  &  n'euft  moyenne  a  tous  mes  traiilres  &  rebelles 
fubjets,  refugiez  vers  vous,  1'ayde  &  fupport  qu'ils  en  ont  eu, 
mefmes  depuis  ma  detention  par  de9a,  fans  lequel  fupport  je 
penfe  que  lefdits  traiftres  n'euiTent  deflors  prevalu,  ne  depuis  ii 
longuement  fubfifte,  comme  ils  ont  faift.  Durant  ma  prifon 
de  Lochlevin  feu  Trogmarton  me  confeilla  de  voftre  part  de 
figner  cefte  demiifion  qu'il  m'advertifToit  me  devoir  eftre  pre- 
fentee,  m'affeurant  qu'elle  ne  pouvoiteflre  valable.  Et  depuis 
il  n'y  a  eu  lieu  en  la  Chreftjente  ou  elle  ait  efte  tenue  pour 
telle,  ne  maintenue  que  parde9a,  jufques  a  avoir  aflifte  par 
force  ouverte  les  autheurs  d'iceile.  En  vollre  confcience, 
Madame,  voudriez  vous  recognoiftre  pareille  liberte  &  pouvoir 
^n  vos  fujets  ?  Ce  neantmoins  mon  authorite  a  efte  par  les 
miens  tranfmife  a  mon  fils,  lors  qu'il  n'efloit  capable  de  Pex- 
ercer.  Et  depuis  que  je  Pay  voulu  legitimement  affeurer  en 
icelle,  eftant  en  aage  de  s'en  aider  pour  fon  bien  propre,  elle 
luy  eft  foudainement  ravie,  &  attribuee  a  deux  o;i  trois  traiftres, 
qui  luy  en  ayant  defia  ofte  1'efFeft,  luy  en  ofteront  comme 
a  moy  &  le  nom  &  le  tiltre,  s'il  leur  contredit  en  facon  que 
ce  foit,  &  paravanture  la  vie,  fi  Dieu  ne  pourvoit  a  fa  pre- 
fervation.  Sortie  que  je  fus  de  Lochlevin  prefte  a  donner 
bataille  a  mes  rebelles,  je  vous  renvoiay  par  un  Gcntil-homme 
expres  une  bague  de  diamant,  qu'autrefois  j'avois  recue  de 
vous  en  Token,  &  avec  affeurance  d'eftre  par  vous  fecourue 
centre  mes  rebelles,  &  mefme  que  me  retirant  vers  vous, 
vous  viendriez  jufque  fur  la  frontiere  m'aihfter,  ce  que  par 
divers  meffagers  m'avoit  efte  confirme.  Cefte  promefle  ve- 
nant  &  rei'teree  de  voftre  bouche  (ores  que  par  vos  miniftres 
je  me  fuffe  trouvee  fouvent  abufee)  me  fit  prendre  telle  fiance 
en  PefFet  d'icelle,  que  la  route  de  mon  camp  furvenuc,  je  vins 
droicl  pour  me  jetter  entre  vos  bras,  fi  j'en  eufTe  pou  ap- 
procher.  Mais  deliberant  de  vous  aller  trouver,  me  voila 
a  my-chemin  areftee,  environnee  de  gardes,  renfermee  dans 
des  places  fortes,  &  en  fin  reduite,  toute  honte  palTee,  en  la 
captivite  ou  je  meurs  aujourd'huy  apres  mille  morts  que  j'y 
ay  ja  fouftertes.  ]e  fcay  que  vous  m'alleguerez  ce  qui  s'eft 
paffe  entre  le  feu  Due  Nortfolk  &  moy.  Je  maihtiens  qu'il 
n'y  avoit  rien  a  voftre  prejudice,  ne  contre  le  bien  public  de 
ce  royaume,  &  que  le  traitte  fut  approuve  par  1 'ad vis  &  fig- 
natures 
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^natures*  des  premiers  qui  eftoicnt  lors'de  voftre  confeil,  avec 
afieurance  de  le  vous  faire  trouver  bon.  Comment  tels  per- 
fonnages  euffent  ils  entrepris  de  vous  faire  confentir  a  ce  qu'on 
vous  oftaft  la  vie,  I'honneur,  &  la  coaronne,  comme  vous 
•vous  en  demonilrez  perfuadee  a  tous  Ambafladeors  &  aatres 
«ui  vous  parient  de  rnoy  ?  Cependant  mes  rebelles  s'ap- 
percevants  que  leur  courfe  precipitee  les  emportoit  plus  outre 
qu'ils  n'avoient  poarpenfe,  &  la  verite  eftant  apparue  des 
impoilures  qu'on  femoit  de  moy  par  la  conference,  a  laquelle 
je  me  foubmis  en  pleine  afiemblee  de  vos  deputes  &  des 
miens,  avec  les  autres  de  party  contraire,  en  ce  pays,  pour 
m'en  efclaircir  publiquement.  Voila  les  principaux  pour  eftre 
venas  a  refipifcence  par  vos  forces  affiegez  au  chaftean 
(d'Edimbourg,  &:  un  des  premiers  d'entr^eux  empoifonne,  & 
4'autre  tres-cruellenient  pendu,  apres  que  par  deux  fois  je 
leur  eus  fait  mettre  les  armes  bas  a  voftre  requeue,  en 
efperance  d'accord,  ou  Dieu  f^ait  fi  mes  ennemis  tendoient. 
,j'ay  voulu  par  un  long-temps  experimenter,  fi  la  patience 
-pourroit  amender  la  rigueur  &  mauvais  traittement,  qu'on 
commenca  fpecialement  depuis  dix  ans  a  me  faire  fouffrir, 
&  m'accommodant  exacliement  a  1'ordre  qui  m'eftoit  prefcrk 
pour  ma  captivite  en  cefle  maifon^  tant  pour  le  regard  du 
nombre  &  qualite  des  ferviteurs  que  je  retins,  licentiant  les 
autres,  que  pour  ma  diette  &  exercice  ordinaire  pour  ma 
lame,  j'ay  vefcu  jufques  a  prefent  auffi  quietement  &  paifible- 
ment  qu'un  beaucoup  moindre  que  nioy,  &  plus  oblige,  que 
poor  tel  traiftement  je  ne  vous  eftois,  euft  peu  faire,  jufqu'a 
me  priver,  pour  vous  ofter  tout  ombre  de  foup9on  &  defftance, 
Je  requerir  a  auoir  aucune  intelligence  de  mon  fils  &  mon 
pays,  ce  que  par  nul  droit  ne  raifon  ne  me  pouvoit  eilre  denie, 
&  principalement  de  mon  enfant,  lequel  au  lieu  de  ce  on 
travailloit  par  toute  voye  de  perfuader  contre  moy,  afin  de 
nous  affoiblir  par  noftre  diviiion.  11  me  fut  permis,  direz 
vous,  il  y  a  trois  ans  de  Tenvoyer  vifiter.  Sa  captivte  lors 
a  Sterlin  fous  la  tyrannie  de  Morton  en  fut  caufe,  comme  fa 
liberte  1'a  depuis  efle  d'un  refus  pour  pareille  vifite  :  toute 
ceite  annee  pafTee,  je  fuis  par  plufieurs  fois  entree  en  diverfes 
ouvertures  pour  1'eftablifiement  d'vne  bonne  amide  entre 
nous  &  feure  intelligence  d'entre  ces  deux  royaumes  a  1'ad- 
venir. 

A  Chatifvorts  il  y  a  environ  dix  ans  que.commifiaires  me 
furent  envoyez  a  cet  eiteft.  II  en  a  eite  traitte  avec  vous 
xnefme  par  les  ambafiadeurs  de  France  &  les  miens.  Moy- 
mefmej'en  fiS,rhyvcr  dernier  toutes  ies  advanta^eufes  ouvertures 
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a  Reale  qu'il  eftoit  poflible.     Que  m'en  eft-il  revenu  ?     Ma 
bonne  intention   mefprifee,    la  fincerite  de  mes  deportemens 
negligee   &   calomniee,    1'eftat  de  mes   affaires   traverfe    par 
/delaiz,  remifcs,  &  tels  autres  artifices.      Et  pour  conclufion, 
pire  &  plus  indigne  traiclement  de  jour  a  autre,  quelque  chofe 
que  je  me  fois  efforcee  de  faire  pour  defer vir  le  contraire,  ma  trop 
longue,    inutile,    &   dommageable  patience  m'ayant  amene  a 
ce  poindl,  que  mes  ennemis  par  leur  accoufiumance  de  me 
mal-faire  penfent  aujourd'huy  avoir  droi6l  de  prefcription  de  me 
traitter,  non  comme  prifonniere,  telle  que  par  raifon  je  ne  puis 
eftre,  mais  comme  quelque  efclave,    dont  la  vie  &   la  mort 
dependent  de  leur  feule  tyrannic.     Je  ne  je  puis,   Madame, 
plus  longuement  fouffrir,  &  faut  qu'en  mourant  je  defcouvre 
les   autheurs  de  ma  mort,  ou  que  vivant  j'effaye  fous  voitre 
protection   a  faire  mourir  les  cruautez,  caiomnies,  &  traiftres 
deffeins  de  mefdits  ennemis,  pour  m'eftablir  quelque  peu  plus 
de  repos  pour  ce  qui  me  refte  a  vivre.     Pour  vuider  les  oc- 
caiions   pretendues  de  tous  differens  entre  nous,   efclarciffez 
vous,  s'il  vous  plaift,  de  tout  ce  qui  vous  a  efle  raporte  de  mes 
deportemens :    faites  revoir  les  depofitions  des  etfrangers  pris 
en  Jrlande  :    que  celle  des  Jefuites  dernierement  executez  vous 
foient  reprefentees  :    donnez  libertez  a  ceux  qui  voudront  en- 
treprendre    de    me   charger  publiquement,    &    me  permettez 
d'entrer  en  ma  defence  :     s'il  s'y  trouve  du  mal,  que  je  Je 
foafFre,   ce   fera  patiemment,   quand  j'en  fcauray  1'occafion : 
fidu  bien,  ne  fouffrez  que  j'en  fois  plus  mal  traittee  avec  voftre 
tres-grande  charge  devant  Dieu  &  les  hommes.     Les  plus  vils 
criminels,  qui  font  en  vos  prifons,  naiz  fous  voilre  obeiffance, 
font  receuz  a  leurs  juftifications,  &  leur  font  toufiours  declarez 
leurs   accufateurs,   &    leurs  accufations.      Pourquoy  doncques 
le  mefme  ordre  n'aura  il  lieu  envers  moy  Royne  fouveraine, 
voftre  plus  proche  parente  &  legitime  heritiere  ?     Je  penfe  que 
cede  derniere  qualite  en  a  efte  jufques  icy  la  principale  caufe, 
a  1'endroit  de  mes  ennemis,  &  de  toutes  leurs  caiomnies,  pour 
en  nous  tenant  en  diviiion,  faire  glifTer  entre  deux  leurs  iniuftes 
pretentious.     Mais  heks !    ils  ont  maintenant  peu  de  raifon  & 
moins  de  befoin  de  me   tourmenter   davantage   pour  ce  re- 
gard.    Car  je  vous  protefte  fur  mon  honneur,  que  je  n'attens 
aujourd'huy  royaume,  que  celuy  de  mon  Dieu,  lequel  je  me 
voy  preparer  pour  la  meilleure  fin  de  toutes  mes  afflictions  & 
adverfitez  paflees.     Ce  fera  a  vous  de  defcharger  voflre  con- 
fcience  envers  mon  enfant  pour  ce  qui  luy  appartiendra  apres 
ma  mort  en  cet  endroit,  &  cependant  de  ne  laifier  prevaloir 
$  fon  prejudice  les  continuellcs  praticques  &  menees  fecrettes 
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que  nos  ennemis  en  ce  royaume  font  journellement  pour  I 'ad- 
vancement de  leurfdites  pretentions,  travaillant  d'autre  cofte 
avec  nos  traiftres  fubjets  en  EfcoiTe,  par  tous  les  mcyens  qu'ils 
peuvent,  pour  hafter  fa  ruine,  dont  je  ne  demande  autre  meil- 
leure  verification,  que  les  charges  donnees  a  vos  dernier^ 
deputez  envoyez  en  EfcofTe,  &  ce  que  lefdits  deputez  y  ont 
feditieufement  pratique,  comme  je  croy,  a  voftre  defceu,  mais 
avec  bonne  &  fuhifante  follicitation  du  Comte  mon  bon  voifm 
a. York.  Et  a  ce  pfopos,  Madame,  par  quel  droicl  fe  peut 
jnaintenir,  que  mere  de  mon  enfant,  je  fois  totallement  inter- 
dite,  non  feulement  de  le  fubvenir  en  la  neceffite  ii  urgente  oil 
il  eft,  mais  auffi  d'avoir  aucune  cognoiffance  de  fon  eftat  ? 
Qui  y  peut  apporter  plus  'de  foin,  devoir  &  fmcerite  que  moy  ? 
A  qui  peut-il  toucher  davantage  ?  Pour  le  moins  ii  envoyant 
vers  luy  pour  pourvoir  a  fa  prefervation,  ainii  que  le  Comte  de 
Cherufbery  m'a  fait  dernierement  entendre  de  voftre  part,  il 
vous  euft  pleu  recevoir  en  cela  mon  advis  avec  meilleure  oc- 
cafion,  ce  me  femble,  &  plus  d'obligation  vers  moy,  vous 
y  fuffiez  intervenue.  Mais  confiderez  ce  que  vous  avez  laiiTe 
a  penfer  quand  oubliant  fi  foudainement  les  offenfes  que  vous 
pretendiez  centre  mon  fils,  lors  que  je  vous  requerois  que  nous 
envoyafiions  enfemble  vers  luy,  vous  avez  depefche  ou  il  eftoit 
prifonnier,  non  feulement  fans  m'en  donner  advis,  mais  me  re- 
ftraignant  au  mefme  temps  da  toute  liberte,  afin  que  par  voye 
quelconque,  je  n'en  eufTe  aucunes  nouvelles.  Que  fi  Pintention 
de  ceux  qui  ont  moyenne  en  vo.ftre  endroit  cefte  fi  prompte  vifite  de 
jnon  fils,  a  efte  pour  fa  prefervation  &  le  repos  du  pai's,  ils  ne" 
dcivent  eftre  fi  foigneux  de  me  le  celer,  comme  chofe  en  quoy 
je  n'euffe  voulu  concourir  avec  vous :  ils  vous  ont  par  ce  moyen 
fait  perdre  le  gre  que  je  vous  en  devois  avoir,  &  pour  vous  en 
parler  plus  plainement,  je  vous  prie  de  n'y  employer  plus  de 
iels  moyens,  ny  de  telles  perfonnes.  Car  encores  que  je  tiens 
le  Sieur  de  Kerri  trop  reffentant  du  lieu  dont  il  eft  forti  pour 
engager  fon  honneur  en  aucun  vilain  adle  ;  il  a  eu  un  afliftant 
partifan  jure  du  Comte  de  Hondinton,  par  les  mauvais  offices 
duqucl  une  fi  mauvaife  aciion  n'a  peu  reuffir  qu'a  pareil  effecl:, 
II  me  fuffira  done  feulement  que  vous  ne  permetdez  que  de  ce 
pays  mon  fils  re9oive  aucun  dommage  :  qui  eft  tout  ce  que  j'ay 
jamais  requis  de  vous  cy  devant,  mefme  lors  qu'une  armee  fut 
envoyee  fur  la  fiontiere  pour  empefcher  que  la  juftice  ne  fuft 
faitte  de  ce  deteftable  Morton,  &  que  nul  des  voftres  ctire&e- 
ment  ou  indireftement  ne  s'entremefle  d'avantage  des  affaires 
d'Efcoffe,  fi  ce  n'eft  de  mon  fceu,  a  qui  toute  cognoiffance  en 
appartient,  ou  avec  affiftance  de  quelqu'un  de  la  part  du  Roy 
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tres-Chreftien  mon  bon  frere,   lequel  comme  noftre  principal 
allie  je  defire  faire  participant  de  tout  en  cefte  caufe,  pour  peu 
de  credit  qu'il  puifle  avoir  avec  les  traiftres,  qui  detiennent  mon 
fils  a  preient.     Cependant  je  vous  declare  tout  ouvertement, 
que  je  dens  cefte  dernicre  confpiration  &  innovation  pour  une 
pure  trahifon  centre  la  vie  mon  fils,  le  bien  de  fes  affaires,  & 
celuy  du   pays,  &  que  tant  qu'il  fera  en  Peiiat  que  j'entens 
qu'ii  eft,  je  n'eftimeray  parclle,  efcriture,  ou  autre  a£te  qui 
vienne  de  luy,  ou  fe  paffe  foas  Ton  nom  precede  de  fa  Tranche 
&  libre  difpofition,   mais  feulement  defdits  confpirateurs,  qui 
au  pfix  de  fa  vie  fe  fervent  de  luy  pour  mafque.     Or,  Madame, 
avec  toute  cefte  liberte   de  parler,   laquelle  je  prevoy  vous 
pouvoir  en  quelque  chofe  defplaire,  ores  que  ce  foit  la  verite 
mefme,  vous  trouverez,  je  m'affure,  d'avantageeftrange,  que  je 
vienne  maintenant  a  vous  importuner  encore  d'une  requefte  de 
beaucoup  plus  grande  importance,    &  neantmoins  tres  aifee  a 
vous  de  me  I'o&royer  &  effeduer.      C'eft  que  n'ayant  peu 
jufqu'icy,    en  m'accommodant  patiemrnent  fi  long  temps  an 
rigoureux  traittement  de  cefte  captivite,  &  me  dcportant  fm- 
cerement  en  toutes  chofes,    voire  jufques  aux  moindres  qui 
vous  touchoient  bien  peu,  m'acquerir  quelque  afleuraiice  de 
voftre  bonne  grace,  ne  vous  en  dormer  aucune  de  mon  entiere 
affection   vers   vous,    toute   efperance    m'eftant   par   la  oftee 
d'avoir  mieux  en  fi  peu  de  temps  qui  me  refte  a  vivre,  je  vous 
fupplie  en  1'honneur  de  la  douloureufe  paffion  de  noftre  Sauveur 
&  Redempteur  Jefus  Chrift,  je  vous  fupplie  encore  un  coup 
me  permettre  de  me  retirer  hors  de  ce  royaume  en  quelque 
lieu    de   repos,   pour   chercher  quelque   foulagcment  a  mon 
pauvre  corps,  tant  travaille  de  continuelles  doule,urs,  &  avec 
liberte    de   ma  confcience    preparer    mon   ame   ^  Dieu  qui 
1'appelle  journellement.      Croyez,  Madame,  &  les  medecins 
que  vous  m'envoyaftes  cet  efte  dernier  le  peuvent  avoir  affez 
juge,  que  je  ne  fuis  pour  la  faire  iongue,  de  forte  qu'il  ne  vous 
peut  refter  aucun  fondement  de.  jaloufie  ou  deffiance  de  ma 
part.     Et  ce  neantmoins  prenez  de  moy  telles  aileurances  & 
conditions  juftes  &  raifonnables  que  vcus  les  voudrez.      La 
force  plus  grande  refte  toufiours  de  voftre  coft<5  pour  me  faire 
garder,    ores  que   pour  chofe  quelconque  je  ne  les  voulufTe 
rompre.     Vous  avez  aflez  eu  d'cxperience  de  1'obfervation  de 
mes  fimples  promcffes,  &  quelquefois  a  mon  prejudice,  comme 
je  vous  remonftray  fur  ce  mei'me  fubjet,    il  y  a  deux  ans. 
Souvenez  vous,  s'il  vous  plaift,  de  ce  que  je  vous  efcrivis  lors, 
&  que  vous  ne  f9aurlez  ttnt  obiiger  mon  coeur  a  vous,  que  par 
la  douceur,  ores  que  vous  confiniez  a  perpetuite  men  pauvre 
corps  languifiant  entre  quatre  muFailles,  ceux  de  mon  rang  & 
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naturel  n'eftant  pour  fe  laifTer  gaigner,  ou  forcer  par  aucune 
riguer.  Voftre  prifon  fans  aucun  droit  &  jufte  fondement  a 
defia  deftruit  mon  corps,  duquel  vous  aurez  bientoft  la  fin, 
s'il  y  continue  gueres  d'avantage,  &  n'auront  mes  ennemis 
beaucoup  de  temps  pour  affouvir  leurs  cruautez  fur  moy,  il  ne 
me  refte  que  Tame,  laquelle  toute  voftre  puiiTance  ne  peut 
captiver.  Donnez  luy  donques  lieu  de  refpirer  un  peu  plus 
librement  fon  falut,  que  feul  elle  cherche  aujourd'huy,  plus 
que  nulle  grandeur  de  ce  monde.  II  me  femble  que  ce  ne  vous 
fgauroit  eftre  grande  fatis faction,  honneur,  &  advantage,  que 
mes  ennemis  foulent  ma  vie  aux  pieds,  jufques  a  m'avoir 
eftouffe  devant  vous,  au  lieu  que  fi  en  cefte  extremite,  quoy 
que  biea  tard,  vous  me  relevez  d'entre  leurs  mains,  vous 
m'obligerez  grandement  a  vous,  &  tous  ceux  qui  m'appar- 
tiennent,  fpecialement  mon  pauvre  enfant,  duquel  par  la  vous 
vous  pourrez  paraventure  affeurer.  Je  ne  cefTeray  de  vous 
importuner  de  cefte  requefte,  jufqu'a  ce  qu'elle  me  foit  ac- 
cordee.  Et  pource,  je  vous  prie  me  faire  entendre  voftre  in- 
tention, ayant  pour  vous  complaire  attendu  jufqu'a  prefent 
depuis  deux  ans  pour  en  renouyeller  1'inftance,  dont  Peftat 
miierable  de  ma  fante  me  prelfe  plus  que  ne  le  pourriez  penfer. 
Cependant  pourvcyez,  s'il  vous  plaift,  a  1'amendement  de 
mon  traittement  par  de9a,  que  je  ne  puis  fouffrir  plus  longue- 
ment,  &  ne  me  remettez  a  la  difcretion  d'autre  quelconque, 
que  de  vous-mefme,  de  qui  feule  (comme  je  vous  efcrivois 
dernierement)  je  veux  d'orefnavant  tenir  tout  le  bien  &  le  mal 
fjue  je  recevray  en  voftre  pays.  Faites  moy  cefte  faveur  que 
j'aye  v^ftre  intention  par  efcrit,  ou  PAmbaifadeur  de  France 
pour  moy.  Car  de  m'arrefter  ace  que  le  Comte  de  Scherufbery 
ou  autres  en  diront  ou  efcriront  de  voftre  part,  j'ay  trop  d'ex- 
perience  qu'il  n'y  peut  avoir  affeurance  pour  moy  :  le  moindre 
fubjet  qu'ils  fe  fantafiront  efiant  fuffifant  pour  innover  le  tout 
du  jour  au  lendemain.  Outre  ce,  dernierement  que  j'efcrivis 
$.  ceux  de  voftre  confeil,  vous  me  feiftes  entendre  que  je  ne 
me  devois  addreiTer  a  eux,  mais  a  vous  feule :  Et  ainfi  d'eftendre 
feulement  leur  credit  &  authorite  a  me  mal  faire,  il  ne  feroit 
raifonnable,  comme  il  eft  advenu  en  cefte  derniere  reftrinc~Kon, 
ou  centre  voftre  intention,  j'ay  efte  plus  indignemerit  traittee. 
Ccla  me  donne  tout  occafion  de  doubter,  qu'aucuns  de  mes 
ennemis  en  voftre  dit  confeil  n'ayent  expres  procure  que  les 
autres  dudit  confeil  ne  feufient  participans  de  mes  juftes  com- 
phindles,  ne  voyans  paravanture  leurs  compagnons  adherer 
a  leurs  mefchans  attentats  centre  ma  vie,  ou  que  s'ils  en 
avoient  cognoiiTance,  ils  s'y  oppoferoient  pour  voftre  honneur, 
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&  leur  devoir  envers  vous.  Deux  chofes  en  fin  ay-je  prin- 
cipalement  a  requerir,  Tune  que  proche  comme  je  fuis  de- 
partir  de  ce  monde,  je  puiiTe  avoir  pres  de  moy  pour  ma 
confolation  quelque  honorable  homme  d'Eglife,  afin  de  me 
ramentevoir  journellement  le  chemin  que  j'ay  a  parachever, 
&  m'inftruire  a  le  parfaire  felon  ma  religion,  ou  je  fuis  fer- 
mement  refolue  de  vivre  &  mourir.  C'ell  un  dernier  devoir 
qu'au  plus  chetif  &  miferabie  qui  vive  ne  fe  pourrcit  denier* 
C'eft  une  liberte  que  vous  donnez  a  tous  les  AmbafTadeurfc 
eitrangers,  comme  auffi  tous  autres  Roys  Catholiques  donnent 
aux  voilres  exercice  de  leur  religion.  Et  moy-mefme  je  n'ay 
jamais  force  mes  propres  fubjets  a  aucune  chofe  contraire 
a  leur  religion,  ores  que  j'eu/Te  tout  pouvoir  &  authorite  fur 
eux,  &  que  je  feufTe  en  cefte  extrernite  privee  de  telle  licence, 
vous  ne  le  pouvez  juftement  faire.  Quel  advantage  VOK& 
reviendra-il  quand  vous  me  le  denierez  r  j'efpere  que  Dieut 
xn'excufera,  ii  par  vous  de  cefte  fa^on  opprefTee  je  ne  laiiTe  de 
luy  rendre  le  devoir  qu'en  coeur  me  fera  pennis.  Mais  vous 
donnerez  tres-mauvais  exemple  aux  autres  princes  de  la 
•ChrefHente  d'ufer  vers  leurs  fubjets  de  la  mefme  rigueur  que- 
vous  me  tiendrez,  Royne  fouveraine,  &  voftre  plus  proche 
parente,  comme  je  fuis  &  feray  tant  que  je  vivray,  en  defpk 
de  mes  ennemis.  Je  ne  vous  veux  importuner  maintenrmt  de 
Taugmentation  de  ma  maifon,  dont  pour  le  temps  que  je  voy 
me  refter  a  vivre  aa  monde,  je  n'auray  pas  tant  de  befoin. 
Je  vous  demande  doncques  feulement  deux  femmes  de  cham- 
bre,  pour  me  fubvenir  durant  ma  maladie,  vous  atteftant 
devant  Dieu  qu'elles  me  font  tres-necefiaries,  quand  je  ferois 
une  pauvre  creature  d'entre  le  fimple  peuple.  Accordez  les 
moy  en  1'honn-eur  de  Dieu,  &  monftrez  en  cela  que  mes 
ennemis  n'ont  tant  de  credit  envers  vous  cor.tre  moy,  que 
d'exercer  leur  vengeance  &  cruaute  en  chofe  de  fi  peu  de 
confequence,  &  dependant  d'un  fimple  office  d'humanite. 

Je  viendray  maintenant  a  ce  dont  le  Comte  de  Schemfbery 
m'a  chargee  (fi  un  tel  que  luy  me  peut  charger)  c'efl  a  f^avoir 
que  centre  ma  promeffe  faite  a  Beale,  &  a  voftre  defceu, 
j'ay  negotie  avec  mon  nls,  pour  luy  ceder  mon  tiltre  de  la 
couronne  d'Efcofle,  m'eftant  obligee  de  n'y  proceder  qu'avec 
voftre  advis,  par  un  de  mes  ferviteurs,  qui  en  leur  commun 
voyage  feroit  dirige  par  1'un  des  voflres.  Ce  font,  me  femble, 
les  mefmes  termes  dudit  Comte.  Je  vous  diray  la  dcfllis, 
Madame,  que  Beale  n'a  jamais  eu  aucutie  fimple  &  abfoluc 
promeffe  de  moy  ;  mais  bien  des  ouvertures  conditionncllcs, 
aufquelles  je  ne  pouvois  en  fa9on  que  ce  foit  reftcr  liee,  fans 
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qu'au  prealable  les  conditions,  que  j'y  avois  appofees,  fuflent' 
executees ;  aufquelles  tant  s'en  faut  qu'il  ait  efte  fatisfaitjj 
qu'au  contraire  je  n*en  ay  jamais  eu  aucune  refponce,  ny  de 
fa  part  ouy  faire  mention  depais.  Et  pour  ce  refpeft,  il  me 
fouvient  tres-bien  que  le  Comte  de  Scherufbery  vers  Pafques 
dernieres,  voulant  tirer  de  moy  nouvelle  confirmation  de  ce 
que  j 'avois  dit  audit  Beale,  je  luy  repliquay  tout  pleinement> 
que  c'eftoit  feulement  au  cas  que  lefdites  conditions  me  fufTent 
accordees,  &  confequemment  effe&uees.  L'un  &  1'autre  font 
encores  vivants  pour  le  vous  tefmoigner,  s'ils  en  veulent  dire 
la  verite.  Depuis  voyant  que  aucune  refponce  ne  m'eftoit 
faitte  :  mais  au  contraire  que  par  delays  &  remifes  mes  ennemis 
continuoient  plus  licentieufernent  que  jamais  leurs  pratiques, 
bafties  des  le  fejour  dudit  Beale  pres  de  moy,  pour  traverfer  mes 
juftes  intentions  en  Efcofle,  ainfi  que  les  effects  Pont  bien 
tefmoigne,  &  que  par  ce  moyen  la  porte  demeuroit  ouverte 
a  la  ruine  de  mon  fils  &  la  mienne,  je  pris  voftre  filence 
pour  refus,  &  me  defchargeay  par  lettres  expreffes,  tant  a. 
vous  qu'a  voftre  confeil,  de  tout  ce  que  j 'avois  traitte  avec 
ledit  Beale.  Je  vous  feis  bien  participate  de  ce  que  IQ 
Roy  Monfieur,  &  la  Royne  Madame,  m'avoyent  efcrit  de 
leurs  mains  propres  fur  cet  affaire,  &  en  requis  voftre  advis> 
qui  ell  encores  a  venir,  avec  lequel  mon  intention  a  la  ve- 
rite  efloit  de  proceder,  fi  vous  me  1'euffiez  en  temps  departi, 
&  vous  m'euffiez  permis  d'envoyer  vers  mon  tils,  m'afliftant 
es  ouvertures  que  je  vous  avois  propofees,  pour  eftablir  entre 
ces  deux  royaumes  une  bonne  amide  &  parfaite  intelligence" 
a  Tadvenir.  Mab  de  m'obliger  nuement  a  fuivre  voftre 
advis,  devant  qae  ffavoir  quel  il  pourroit  eftre,  &  de  fou- 
mettre  pour  le  voyage  de  nos  gens  le  mien  a  la  direction  da 
voftre,  mefmementenmon  pais  propre,jene  fus  jamais  fifimple 
que  de  le  penfer.  Maintenant  je  remets  en  voftre  con/i- 
deration,  fi  vous  avez  f9eu  le  faulx  jeu  que  mes  ennemis  par 
dcca  m'ont  joiie  en  Efcofle,  pour  amener  les  chofes  au  poind 
qu'elles  font,  lequel  de  nous  y  a  le  plus  nncerement  pro* 
cede.  Dieu  foit  juge  entre  eux  &  moy,  &  deftourne  de 
cefte  ifle  la  jufte  punition  de  leurs  demerites  :  renvoyez  encor 
un  coup  les  advertiffemens  que  mes  traiftres  fubjecls  de 
1'Efccffe  vous  peuvent  avoir  donnez,  vous  trouverez,  &  je 
le  maintiendray  devant  tous  les  Princes  Chreftiens,  qu'il  ne 
s'y  eft  paffe  de  ma  part  chofe  quelconque  a  voftre  pre- 
judice, ne  contre  le  bien  &  repos  de  ce  royaume,  lequel 
je  n'affecld  moins  que  confeiller,  ou  fubjet  que  vous  ayez, 
y  ayant  plus  d'intereft  qu'aucun  deux.  II  fe  parloit  de  £ra- 
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tifier  mon  fils  du  tiltre  &  nom  de  Roy,  &  d'affeurer  tant 
luy  audit  tiltre,  que  les  rebelles  de  toute  impunite  de  leurs 
offences  du  pafle,  &  de  remettre  toutes  chofes  en  un  repos 
&  tranquillite  pour  Tadvenir,  fans  aucune  innovation  de  chofe 
quelconque.  Eftoit-ce  oiler  la  couronne  a  mon  fils  ?  Mes 
ennemis,  comme  je  croy,  ne  voudroient  pas  qu'elle  luy  fuft 
afTeuree,  &  pour  ce  font  tres-contens  qu'il  la  detienne  par 
Pillegitime  violence  d'aucuns  traiftres  ennemis  de  toute  an- 
ciennete  de  toute  noftre  race.  Eftoit-ce  la  chercher  juflice 
des  offences  paiTees  defdits  traiftres,  que  ma  clemence  a 
toufiours  furpaffez  ?  Mais  mauvaife  confcience  ne  peut  jamais 
s'affeurer,  portant  continuellement  fa  crainte  en  fon  plus 
grand  trouble  avec  elle-mefme.  Eftoit-ce  vouloir  alterer  le 
repos  du  pays,  que  de  le  procurer  par  une  douce  abolition 
de  toutes  chofes  paffees,  &  generale  reconciliation  entre  tous 
nos  fubjets  ?  C'eft  ce  que  nos  ennemis  par  de$a  craignent 
autant  qu'ils  font  demonftration  de  la  defirer.  Quel  pre- 
judice en  cela  vous  eftoit-il  fait  ?  Marquez  doncques,  & 
faites  verifier,  s'il  vous  plaift,  en  quelle  autre  chofe  :  J'en 
refpondray  fur  mon  honneur.  He  !  voulez-vous,  Madame, 
vous  laiffer  tant  aveugler  aux  artifices  de  mes  ennemis,  que 
pour  eilablir  apres  Vous,  &  paraventure  contre  vous  mefmes, 
leurs  injuftes  pretentions  a  ceite  Couronne,  vous  les  fouffriez, 
vous  vivante,  &  les  voyez  miner,  &  faire  fi  cruellement 
perir  ceux  qui  vous  touchent  de  fi  pres,  &  de  coeur  &  da 
fang  ?  Quel  bien  &  honneur  pouvez-vous  efperer  de  fouffrir 
qu'ils  nous  tiennent  mon  fils  &  moy  fi  longuement  feparez, 
&  luy  &  moy  d'avec  vous  ?  Reprenez  les  anciennes  arrhes 
de  voflre  bon  naturel,  obligez  les  voftres  a  vous-mefme, 
donnez  moy  ce  contentement  avant  que  mourir,  que  voyant 
toutes  chofes  bien  remifes  entre  nous,  mon  ame  delivree  de 
ce  corps  ne  foit  contrainte  d'efpandre  fes  gemiffements  devant 
Dieu,  pour  le  tort  que  vous  aurez  foufFert  nous  eftre  faidl  icy 
has  :  mais  pluftort  qu'eilant  bien  unie  avec  vous,  elle  quitte 
cefte  captivite,  pour  s'acheminer  vcrs  luy,  que  je  prie  vous 
bien  infpirer  fur  mes  tres-juftes  &  plufque  raifonnables  plaintes 
&  doleances.  A  Sheffeild  ce  28.  Novembre  mil  cinq  cens 
pc~lante  deux. 

Voflre  tres  dcfolee  plus  proche  parente 

&  affedionnee  confine 

MARIE   R. 
VOL.  II.  E  e  NUM- 
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NUMBER      X. 

TRANSLATION  of  Queen  MARY'S 
ELEGY  on  the  Death  of  her  Hufband, 
King  FRANCIS  II.  By  Mr.  PYE,  Member 
of  Parliament  for  Berks. 

Sec  the  original,  vol.  i.  page  256. 

I. 

JN  melting  ftrains  that  fweetly  flow, 

Tun'd  to  the  plaintive  notes  of  woe, 
My  eyes  furvey,  with  anguilh  fraught, 
A  lofs  beyond  the  reach  of  thought, 
While  pafs  away  life's  faireft  years 
In  heaving  fighs  and  mournful  tears . 

II. 

Did  cruel  deftiny  e'er  ftied 
Such  horror  on  a  wretched  head  ? 
Did  e'er  once-happy  woman  know 
So  fad  a  fcene  of  heart-felt  woe  ? 
For  ah  !  behold  on  yonder  bier 
All  that  my  heart  and  eyes  held  dear  ! 

III. 

Alas !  even  in  my  blooming  hours, 
^Mid  opening  youth's  refplendent  flowers^ 
I'm  doom'd  each  cruel  pang  to  fhare, 
Th'  extremeil  forrows  of  defpair, 
Nor  other  joy  nor  blifs  can  prove 
Than  grief,  and  difappointed  love, 

IV. 

The  fweet  delights  of  happier  days 
New  anguilh  in  my  bofom  raife  $ 

Of 
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Of  fliining  day  the  pureft  light 
To  me  is  drear  and  gloomy  night ; 
Nor  is  there  aught  fo  good  and  fair 
As  now  to  claim  my  ilighteft  care. 

V. 

In  my  full  heart  and  ftreaming  eyes, 
Pourtrayed  by  woe,  an  image  lies, 
Which  fable  robes  but  faintly  fpeak, 
Or  the  pale  languor  of  my  cheek, 
Pale  as  the  violet's  faded  leaf, 
The  tint  of  love's  defpairing  grief. 

VI. 

Perplex'd  by  this  unwonted  pain, 
No  place  my  fteps  can  long  detain  ; 
Yet  change  of  fcene  no  comfort  gives, 
Where  forrow's  form  for  ever  lives; 
My  word,  my  happieft,  ftate  of  mind 
In  folitude  alone  I  find. 

VII. 

If  chance  my  liftlefs  footfteps  leads 
Thro*  fhady  groves,  or  flowery  meads^ 
Whether  at  dawn  of  riiing  day, 
Or  filent  evening's  fetting  ray, 
Each  grief  that  abfence  can  impart 
Inceflant  rends  my  tortured  heart. 

VIII. 

If  to  the  Heavens,  in  rapt'rous  trance. 
I  hap'ly  throw  a  wiftful  glance, 
His  vifionary  form  I  fee, 
Pi&ur'd  in  orient  clouds  to  me  ; 
Sudden  it  flies,  and  he  appears 
Drown'd  in  a  wat'ry  *  tomb  of  tears. 

i 
*  See  note,  vol.  i.  p.  157. 
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IX. 

Awhile,  if  balmy  flumbers  fpread 
Their  downy  pinions  o'er  my  head, 
I  touch  his  hand  in  (hadowy  dreams  ; 
His  voice  to  foothe  my  fancy  feems. 
When  wak'd  by  toil,  or  lull'd  by  reft, 
His  image  ever  fills  my  breaft. 

X. 

No  other  object  meets  my  fight, 
Howe'er  in  robes  of  beauty  dight, 
Which  to  my  fad  defpairing  heart 
One  tranlient  with  will  e'er  impart, 
Exempt  from  that  unalter'd  woe, 
Which  this  fad  breaft  mufc  ever  know. 

XI. 

But  ceafe  my  fong, — ceafe  to  complain, 
And  clofe  the  fadly  plaintive  ftrain, 
To  which  no  artificial  tears, 
But  love  unfeign'd,  the  burthen  bears : 
Nor  can  my  forrows  e'er  decreafe, 
For  ah  !  his  abfence  ne'er  can  ceafe. 


NUMBER      XI. 

LIST   of  the   FRENCH  Words  ufed   in   the 
SCOTTISH  Language. 

Scotch.  French. 

Q  E  E  N  The  ^wild  cherry  G  uigne 

Orloge  A  clock  Orloge 

Gigot  A  leg  of  mutton  Gigot 

Latheron  A  dirty  Jlut  Laideron. 

Spuil  bone  7   c,     . 

Spaule  i  tywwwvflfiMir  E  paule 

Spalder 
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Scotch. 

French. 

Spalder 

To  Jl  retch  the  arms 

E'pauler 

Dames 

The  gcnne  of  draughts 

Dames 

Wallees 

Saddle-bags 

Valife 

Corby 

A  ra=ven 

Corbeau 

Crouels 

King's  evil 

E'crouels 

Tache 

Ajlain 

Tache 

Candle 

Cinnamon 

Canelle 

Recfort 

A  radijb 

Raifort 

Afpet 

A  plate 

Affiette 

Kiles 

Nine-pins 

Quilles 

Chamber  o'dice 

Chambre  1  dais 

Bennifon 

'Bleffing 

Bennifon 

Malifon 

A  curfe,   from 

Maleir 

Amry 

A  cupboard  in  the  wall 

Armoire 

DoufTe 

Meek,  mild 

Doux 

Dour 

Hard,ftubborn 

Dur 

Tofafti 

To  trouble 

Facher 

Fafheous 

Troublefome 

Facheux 

To  maltreat 

To  ufe  ill 

Maltraiter 

To  marguilly 

Tear  to  pieces 

Margouiller 

Marokin 

Morocco  leather 

Maroquin 

To  brifs 

To  crujh 

Brifer 

To  dival 

Tojlope,  or  run  down 

Devaler 

Lippie 

Quarter  of  a  peck 

Lippee 

Fawfoned,  fair  ) 
fawfoned        J 

Smooth  in  addrefe 

Fa9onne 

A  chanler 

A  candleftick 

Chandelier 

A  howtowdie 

A  cockerel 

Eftoudeau 

To  galafti 

Cover  ajhoe 

Galoche 

Grofert 

A  goofeberry 

Grofeille 

Calcul 

A  computation 

Calcul 

To  prig 
Hallon-maker 

To  cheapen,  wrangle  about 
A  ragged  fellow,  from 

Briguer 
Haillons 

Broulzie 

A  quarrel,  confufion 

Brouillis 

To  croup, 

Or  crouch  down 

Croupir 

Napery 

Table-linen 

Nappe 

Woodefeii 

A  frebrand,   incendiary 

Boutefeu 

A  plack 

Afmall  coin 

Plaque 

Ree 

Drunk 

Gris 

To  fleech 

Fanun  on,  cajole 

Fiechir 

The  burden 

Drone  of  a  bag-pipe 

Bourdon 

A  choppin 

:,                            * 

A  quart 

Chopine 

A  pavvnie 

A  peacock  or  turkey  cock 

Paon 

To 
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Scotch. 
To  tape 
A  jupe 
Eel-d'oly 
Somber 
Vefte 
Remeed 
Vivers 
To  crevy 
Canaillie 
Left 
A  roufer 
Tafs 
Gautrefs 
Lettrin 
Bouet 
Sucker 
Spirling 
Nourrice 
Stank 
Bacheleer 

Fizen 
Disjune 


French. 

To  keep  in  referve 

Tapir 

A  petticoat 

Jupe 

Oil  of  olives 

Huile  d'olives 

Gloomy 

Sombre 

A  <waiftcoat 

Vefte 

Remedy 

Remede 

Viduals 

Vivres 

Toburjl 

Crever 

The  mob 

Canaille 

Afeka  tip 

Elite 

A  watering-pot 

Arrofoir 

A  cut* 

Tafle 

AJlitting 

Chander 

Adejk 

Lutrin 

A  lantern 

Boide  a  chandelle 

Sugar 

Sucre 

Afwlt 

Efperlan 

A  nurfe 

Nourice 

A  pool 

Etang 

A  ftackelor 

Bachelier 

I  Tfrt  ejjence  or  Jlrengtb  7 
C      of  a  thing    '              j 

Foifon 

A  treakfaft 

Dejeuner* 

THE     END, 


ERRATA. 

VOL.  I. 

Page  27.  line  19.  After  wondered,  add,  that, 

44.  3.  for  it,  read  they. 

62.  6.  for  eminent,  read  elegant. 

8 1 . 5 .  after  afked,  dele  "him. 

86.  2.  for  moifl,  mz</moft. 

95. 6.  y^r  redige,  read  redige. 

239.— 20.  y0r  merely,  read  nearly. 

255. 23.  for  Elogy,  read  Elegy. 

274.  2.  tf/fcr  discovered,  ra^/that, 

361 . 3 .  y^r  this,  read  his. 

VOL.    II. 

5. 5^  dele'vc&Q. 

56. ult.  after  Keith,  ^</p.  350. 

251.          9.  y^r  profecutor,  rafc/  perfecutor, 

259. 4.  /or  obliged,  raz</  forced. 

260,—  7.  for  to,  read ^on. 

326, 20.  «/7^r  Queen,  a  full  point. 


DA      Tytler,  William 

737      An  incuiiy  £th  ed. 
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